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\FEMME STARS’ 


Nesroes with Harvard Accent Too 
Difficult for Coast Studio Caster 
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Los Angeles, July 3. 


Unnoticed and more or less 
passed up is the casting director, 
he who has to produce anything 
the imagination of a scenario 
writer can devise. Siamese twins, 
double for Durante or a lad with 
six fingers on his left hand are re- 
quests he can fill standing on his 
head. Others are not so simple. 
They have to be done the hard 
way. 

On notice of a minute, casting 
directors have to produce the near 
impossible. Many have their nerves 
doing nip-ups following screwy re- 
quests from the studio. One caster 
turned grey trying to locate trip- 
lets, three years old, seemingly or- 
dinary request but all the trip- 
lets in California were either under 
or over the trey mark. 

If a prop man gets a request for 
something unusual, he as a rule 
can have the article built. Not so 
with the caster. What he needs 
must be able to walk. 

At Fox, a request was handed to 
Phil Freedman to locate two 
negroes with a Harvard accent 
Though he searched right, the edu- 
cational screech was not available. 
Same studio has been searching for 
months for a five-year-old boy 
with an Irish brogue. 


Rogers For Goat 


Some time ago, same studio was 
looking for a family of five or six 
youngsters. Kids had to be able to 
act and bear a resemblance to Will 
Rogers. 

Though it’s out of the human 
element, Paramount had to enlist 
the aid of the casting office to lo- 
cate four cigar store Indians. After 
the prop department had exhausted 
itself in its effort to get the In- 
dians, casting department was ap- 

(Continued on page 55) 


Easiest Way Idea at 
Summer Resorts Has 


Set Bandmen Weeping 





~ The cut-rating summer resorts 
are playing havoc with established 
orchestra leaders and musicians 
who decry the easiest way policy 
Which some combos, usually college 
kids, take of working for 
keep’ plus $7 to $10 a week per 
man for expenses. A swank North 


Carolina resort is paying $150 a 


aoe for a 14-piece collegiate or- 
estra plus board and lodging. 


One minor maestro is taking his 
ta of jazzists to an Adiron- 
ee resort for $35 and an oppor- 

‘ty to spend a_ comfortable 
—e on the cuff Attitude is 
tent thls will permit rehearsals and 
the rance of sticking together, at 

same time being away from the 


City and at] 
ast ste Yr ¢ J 
rea east staying out of the 


their 





vr 





Welcome Ghosts 


Sounds like ’28 and '29 in the 
nite spots and roadhouses. 
Everybody talking about and 
seemingly in the market again. 

The generality improved pat- 
ronage ir the nite spots is be- 
ing ascribed to the profit mak- 
ing. 


PART-TIME REP 
PAYS OWN WAY 











Omaha, July 3. 

New idea in repertory companies 
developing here with organizing of 
Folio Players. Company will begir 
on a cost-sharing and cooperative 
plan, each member paying for his 
or her own costume and all sharirg 
miscellaneous expenses. Group is 
starting without any cash on hand 
and has no financial backer. Plaa 
is to do standard works, first pro- 
duction ‘Hamlet.’ 

No profit will be shared for time 
being, all receipts going into a fund 
until organization can defray own 
expenses. 

Studios at KOIL have been 
loaned gratis for rehearsals, ani 
company will be ready to show in 
three weeks. All twenty or so mem- 
bers of company are employed 
locally, so that company will make 
only one night stands in nearby 
towns to enable members to hold 
down jobs in daytime. Offers from 
three surrounding hamlets are on 
file, yet the players have attempied 
no publicity or bookings. 

Motivating force, director, chief 
player is Hart Jenks, now writing 
continuity for KOIL, whose experi- 
ence includes eight years in New 
York, five with Fritz Leiber, and 
three with Walter Hampden. Most 
of members are recognized local 
amateurs, but some _ experienced 
actors, besides Jenks, are included 
in cast. Nearest thing to opposition 
is a summer repertory company, 
Magee Players, but they attempt 
nothing so pretentious, aiming to 
show along with pictures 


’Billies Bullish | 


Continued pickup of the call for 
the race and hillbilly record in the 
south has prompted RCA-Victor to 
increase its list appreciably in this 
field. Bettering of the price of mar- 
ket and a spurt in activ.., among 
the textile mills is held accountable 
for the upping of the southern rec- 
ord market. 

In response to the demand Victor | 
is scouting among the radio outlets | 
down south for »f the better | 
known hillbilly talent 
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OFF CONTRACT, 
THEY SLIP FAST 


Practically Only Chance 
After Leaving Majors Is 
Short Time with Indie 
Producers 


MEN LUCKIER 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Femme stars, upon going off 
contract at a major studio, have 
a hard time maintaining their 
starring status. 

Male players get a better break. 
Some of the latter manage to get 
back into the contractual fold, or 
do better as free lancers. All seem 
to make better money as free lance 
players than under contract. 


Gals when dropped by major 


studios, while they cling to the 
star rating, fall off in earning 
power. There are but a few ex- 


ceptions, 

In recent months Mary Astor, 
Tallulah Bankhead, Billie Dove, 
Leila Hyams, Barbara Kent, Doro- 
thy Lee, Dorothy Mackaill and 
Anita Page have slipped from the 
major studio contract lists. They 
have been more or less inactive 
since their terms washed up. Miss 
Astor, Miss Kent and Miss Dove 
have married and are not so in- 
terested in screen careers as in the 
past. Dorothy Lee is singing with 
the Phil Harris band. Miss Hyams, 
Miss Page and Miss Mackaill each 
have done a pair of pictures since 
leaving their former home lots. 

They Work Infrequently 

Tallulah Bankhead has returned 
to the stage with little interest 
shown in her by the major studios. 


(Continued on page 48) 





Naked Exploitation 


Newest exploitation stunt re- 
ported from Paris comes from 
the medical profession and not 
the theatre, according to a for- 
eign letter in the ‘Journal of 
the American Medical Assn.’ 

Handsome ane stylishly 
dressed young woman has 
been invading the consultation 
rooms of dermatologists with 
a plea for the removal of tat- 
too marks. Display necessi- 
tates the removal of her outer 
clothing to reveal the name of 
2 proprietary pharmaceutical 
preparation. Explanation is 
that the remedy cured her of a 
lingering disease and she had 
its name tattooed as a token of 
eratitude. Now she’s tired of 
it. 

The few physicians who are 
fooled and offer treatment are 
told she'll return but she never 
does Meantime the name of 
the medicine is stamped on the 
medical mind 
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Film Men Can't See 


and Don’t Want 


Legits or Radioers in Same Code 


+ 





A Socking Natural 





Far Rockaway, L. L., July 3. 

Clean-up boardwalk conces- 
sion of the summer season at 
this resort probably will be the 
old ‘Sock Me Hard’ baseball 
tossing game with a new twist. 

Instead of the usual colored 
boy as a target, the conces- 
sionaire is looking for a sockee 
who resembles Hitler, For 
Far Rockaway, he figures, this 
will be a natural, 


B WAY’ LID OFF; 
BOOZE FLOWING 


Lid is off on Broadway. 

With publicity of the U. 3S. At- 
terney in New York having axed his 
enforcement squad, the town went 
wide open with booze. 

The economy move in ousting the 
official Government staff and plac- 
ing any enforcement worries on the 
local police is a gag. 

All the spots are now rooting for 
a shot of likker to come down to 25c 
in highball form. 

Booze prices went down over the 
weekend. With repeal in sight and 
beer on Sunday, the reformers must 
be happy in the heat, 














Aired Coast Mystic 
Now Selling Acid Pills 





ios Angeles, July 3. 

A. F. Rango, who as ‘Daddy Ran- 
go,’ was one of the local air mystics 
who went off the ether on a recent 
Federal Radio Commission ban, has 
now turned medico and is contact- 
ing local stations for time. 

His new business is the dispens- 
ing of ‘Health and Happiness’ tab- 
lets, which he claims will cure most- 
ly all ills by the removal of that 
acid condition. 


TIME AND NAME CHANGES 





Because the legit actor migrates 
to Hollywood and the Hollywood 
actor talks or sings over the air, 
as well as the fact that much screen 
material is adapted from _ stage 
shows, would indicate a relation- 
ship among these three phases of 
the show business. Conceding that 
there is this relationship, Haysites 
are prepared to show to the Gov- 
ernment, if necessary, that there is 
no reason why all should come un- 
der the same code roof. 

Film spokesmen hold that Actors’ 
Equity has problems which are dis- 
tinctly of the legitimate field, the 
same as the Hays body has inter- 
pretations which could only be 
made of picture conditions. 

Had Equity been successful in 
any of its previous attempts to or- 
ganize the Hollywood actor, then, 
film people admit, the _ situation 
might be entirely different. So far 
as things go now, when a legit actor 
or producer quits Broadway for 
Hollywood he crosses a very dis- 
tinct line of demarcation. 

The phases of show business are 
claimed so entirely different, despite 
the neighborliness of dealings, that 


picture advisers do not see even how 


separate entertainment codes can 
later be co-ordinated. 


Jungle Folk Beg for 
Air Tom-Tom Whoopee 


3russels, June 21 
Tom-tom manipulators are get- 
ting searce in the Upper Congo and 
natives, not being able to do their 
dances except now and again, are 
becoming restless. 





Their chiefs have petitioned for 
a wireless transmitting station 
where one of the rare tom-tom 
bangers can perform before the 
mike. 

Receiving sets in the villages 
would pick up the notes, wild 


whoopee would again break out and 
melancholy... natives could again 
grin. 


Hollywood Studio Exhibit 


Chicago, July 3 


Oscar Rosenthal, builder and 
~~ |}owner of Hollywood studio at the 
rm r ! t i h ; ar ae : 
Former =~ pve pet Again Show | world S Fair, declares nothing 
r : 
y ce smacking of racketeering will be 
pai aay permitted at the concession. se - 
‘ - ly . 
“ mart ei a ~ sieged by chiselers, but turning 
Mary Nolan appearec or twO them all down bec: Ww 
yecause ‘We will 
days at the ( ameo theatre here in take no liberties with the good name 
conjunction, with five other acts of | o¢ the motion picture industry.’ 
vaudeville two feature pictures Pr : , 
, Ss : vapoliats ropositions for screen and voice 
~yh ee forltests from general public turned 
in admission price of 10c, down. Meanwhile concession has 
Last week Agnes Ayres visited | contest tieups with Universal and 
| the same theatre at the same ad- | Paramount ind other leals pend- 
mish jing with Metro and Radio 
Stellar names attractions that Currently Jack Sullivan, formerly 
nly a few years ago drew around of Monogram, and George Jeaka 
$2,500 weekly for personal appear-|formerly with C. C. Burr, are cos 
inces are said to be getting less! directing a short with Roscoe Ates 
than $75 for two day appearance ind Dorot ‘ with public look- 
at the Cameo ling mh, 
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Can't Duck That Hollywood Thing, 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Returning from a four months’ 
vacation in Europe, Richard Wal- 
lace declared that no matter how 
far the Hollywoodian travels, he 
never gets away from Hollywood. 
Not that the world has gone Holly- 
wood, but the peregrinations of the 
picture colony have them bobbing 
up .all over the world, with the 
traveller likely to bump into a pal 
in Rome, Vienna, Budapest. or 
other way-stops in. the old world. 

According to the returned direc- 
tor, any street in any foreign coun- 
try plays host to some _ familiar 
Hollywood mugs. So many are en- 
countered on a world’s trip that it 
looks as if the entire population 
spent its time enriching Cooks or 
Wagon lists. No matter how they 
try to get away from it, their com- 
patriots are, like prosperity, al- 
Ways around the corner. 

Wallace fell over Harry Joe 


Brown, Ronald Colman, Charles 
Boyer, Eric Pommer, Berthold 
Viertel, George Marion, Jr., Sally 


Blane and others in Paris. At no 
time during his visit to the French 
hotspot was he permitted to forget 
Holly wood. In Budapest, Paul 
Fejos and Charles Puffy greeted 


him, and spent most of his visit 
asking questions about Hollywood. 


Berlin Hosts Them 


Berlin was paying host to Rod 
La Roque, Vilma Banky, Paul 
Kohner, Joseph fasternacki, Tay 
iarnett, Robert Fellows, Gibson 
Gowland and others who talked 
Hollywood. After Berlin, Gulliver 
was a picture name to Wallace. 
London trotted out Clyde Cook, 
James Finlayson, Alexander Korda, 
Irving Asher, Charles Laughton, 
Jeanette MacDonald, Bob Ritchie 
and a flock of others, more inter- 
ested in Hollywood boulevard than 
Piccadilly. 

Only in Rome did he miss a 
Hollywood native but then only by 
two days, and the man was again 
Harry Joe Brown. Latter burned 
at Italy because he couldn’t find a 
benefit to stage-manage, so ducked 
out. 

Wallace hit Berlin a few days 
after Hitler started his reign of 
terror. All of the picture people 
who came under his ban had fled 
across the border’ to Prague, 
an alert city, which immediately 
started to promote the refugees to 


start a picture industry in the 
town. 
On the way home, Wallace 


stopped at Havan:, where he 
walked into Frank Borzage and 
Sidney Lanfield. 

Arriving back. in Hollywood, 
Wallace looked for familiar faces. 
There were few to be _ found. 
Seemed as if everybody was in Eu- 
rope. 
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No Matter Where You Land on Globe 
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LEDERER STORY MESS 


Two at Radio Must Be Revised for 
Foreigner—Others, Too 


Hollywood, July 3. 





Story difficulties on four yarns 
has the production schedule at 
Radio in a mess, “Troubadour’ and 
‘Romance in Manhattan,’ both fig- 
ured for Francis Lederer, have 
been tossed to the writers for re- 
vision. 

Sidney Lanfield, 
rect Lederer’s first, 
to ‘Aggie Appleby,’ the final Con- 
stance Bennett picture. After go- 
ing over the story, Miss Bennett 
threw up her hands and. asked for 
another story. ‘Aggie’ is now being 
rewritten as the first feature for 
Helen Mack. 

Meanwhile, ‘Beautiful’ was okayed 
by the execs as an Ann Harding- 
Clive Brook picture, Brook's first 
at Radio on his three picture con- 
tract. Englishman went over the 
story and decided it didn’t suit his 
talents. He asked to be withdrawn 
from the cast. Studio decided to 
have the yarn rewritten to fit 
Brook. 

Lanfield, who has been on the lot 
four weeks, has five weeks left be- 
bore he has to report to 20th Cen- 
tury on two-picture contract there. 
Possibilities are that he’ll go to the 
Zanuck organization without hav- 
ing done anything for his seney at 
Radio. 


NESBIT-THAW-WHITE 
GIVE METRO A HUNCH 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Metro is planning a picture based 
on.the life and subsequent tragedies 
of Evelyn Nesbit, Harry Thaw and 
Stanford White. Picture will prob- 
ably be directed by Clarence Brown. 
No cast set as yet, but studio is 
talking of a Clark Gable-Jean Har- 
low-:Franchot Tone combination for 
the three main characters, 


Knorr’s Sliced Drive 
| His Fault, Not God’s 


Round ot golf cost Arthur J. 
Knorr, production manager of the 
Capitol, N. Y., $750. Knorr, who is 
& member of. the ‘Hillcrest’ Golf 
Club of Jamaica, Long Island, hit 
the white pill into a car driven by 
Rnne D. Gleason, of Forest Hills, 
and the ball crashed the windshield 
and cut her. 

This happened last August, but 
the award was given to Miss Glea- 
on Jast week by Justice Nicholas 
1. Pette, who ruled that the. sliced 
all. was not an ‘act of God, 
Cnorr’s defense was that the ball 
was driven straight down the fair- 
way, that a gust of wind carried it 
off. the course. 
| Miss Gleason, who sued. for 
$1,000, is a sister of Helen Glea- 
son, of the Metropolitan Opera 
company. 


Lillian Gish’s Return? 


Hollywood, July 3. 

After a three years’ absence 
from the studios, Lillian’ Gish is 
negotiating with Radio, Miss Gish 
is in Europe. 

Déal is understood to be a salary- 
plus- percentage. 

Last picture made by Miss Gish 
was ‘One Romantic Night’ in 1930 
for United Artists. 


engaged. to di- 
was switched 

















Miss Marion May Go 
Back with Thalberg 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Frances Marion plans to leave 
here for Europe next week for a 
vacation and a story confab with 
Irving Thalberg before the producer 
leaves for Hollywood. 

Miss Marion left Metro’s writing 
staff several months ago after a 
number of years on the lot, an- 
nouncing that she would, in the 
future, free lance. Indications are 
that she will return to the studio 
to write for Thalberg when the 





WILL MAHONEY 


The Los Angeles Herald ‘Express’ 
said: “Will Mahoney is a smash hit. 
The audience cheered him. His 
falls, his comedy and famous xylo- 
phone dance brought many of the 


audience to their feet to shout 


bravo.” 
Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Von Sternberg and 
Lubitsch Again Pals 
After ‘Venus’ Feud 


Hollywood, July 3. 
All is. again sweet and serene be- 
tween Ernst Lubitsch and Josef 
Von Sternberg on the Paramount 
lot, following their long no-speak 
feud arising from the ‘Blonde Ve- 
nus’ episode. Dove of. peace de- 
scended a few days ago when they 
made a point of dining together 
publicly in the Par commissary. 


Split between the two directors 
came when Von Sternberg dis- 
claimed responsibility for the cal- 
ibre. of ‘Blonde Venus,’ asserting tiie 
story was forced. upon him. Lu- 
bitsch challenged this, saying that 
his directorial colleague had in- 
sisted on making ‘Venus’ the way 
it was turned out. The feud grew 
until it semed to be chronic, with 
everyone expecting fireworks when 
the two returned. to Par after 
absences. 

For several days they walked 
around each other, with Marlene 
Dietrich nodding coolly to Lubitsch. 
But suddenly the meggers went 
into, a huddle and came out two 
hours later smiling and shaking 
hands and sitting down to cheese 
and suds together. 


Placements Even 











Hollywood, July 3. 

Studio placements remained 
steady during the past week, slip- 
ping only .60. below the previous 
week’s total. Extra assignments 
totaling 4,028 were filled, with the 
top set a call for 326 people on ‘Only 
Yesterday,’ Universal picture grind- 
ing exteriors on the First National 
street set.. Biggest day, June 30, 
grossed 890. calls. 

Despite Fourth of July holiday 
this week, outlook is bright with a 
strong Monday aiding. 


Treasure Hunt Lands One Oar 
So Far for Blumey’s Chumpy $7,500 








COCHRAN WITH FOX 


London Disduser Becomes Producer 
Ally and Advisor 


London, July 3. 
Charles Cochran has been placed 
under contract by Fox with the title 
of associate producer. He will act 
also as literary adviser for the or- 
ganization abroad. 








S. R. Kent in New York an- 
nounced the appointment of Arch 
Selwyn as associate producer and 
confirméd Cochran’s status with Fox 
abroad. 


DIZZY EXCHANGE RATE 
NETS U. S. STAR $4,500 


London, June 21, 


Bebe Daniels’ stipend calls for 
$20,000 for the picture she is mak- 
ing for B. I. P., to be computed in 
pounds at the rate of exchange ex- 
isting at the signing of the contract. 
Ben Lyon wanted her to be paid in 
dollars, but B. I. P. refused. Lyon, 
however, made his own contract in 
dollars. and, with the fluctuation in 
in the rate, Miss Daniel’s pay is in- 
creased by about $4,500. 

Sally Bilers’ contract for one pic- 
ture here calls for $10,000. 





Coast Convalescents 


Jackie Cooper left the Hollywood 
hospital June 30 following 10 days 
there recovering from an appendix 
operation. 

Condition of Dorothy Sampson, 
also there, much better, following 
a peritonitis operation June 24. 

Dick Powell, at the Cedars of 
Lebanon, rapidly recovering from 
pneumonia attack. 

Herbert Somborn, another Cedars 
of Lebanon guest, also better. 
Norman Krasna, in the same hos- 
pital for medical treatment, in fair 
condition. 

Both Dixie Lee Crosby and her 





new-born son, Gary Evans, doing 
nicely at Cedars. 

Following a minor op at the 
Santa Monica hospital, L. Wolfe 


Gilbert, Jr., son of the lyricist, rest- 
ing comfortably. 

Margaret Sullavan back at work 
on ‘Only Yesterday’ at Universal, 
after a day in bed due to running 
a rusty nail into her foot on the set. 

Ben Harris, agent, seriously ill 
with blood and kidney trouble at 
the Glendale, Calif., sanitarium. 


King Cinched for Four 


Hollywood, July 3. 
Henry King has been given a 
new four-picture directing deal 
with Fox. 
First under the contract will be 
‘The House of Connelly,’ starring 
Janet Gaynor. Story is by Paul 





yreen, now at Metro. 








After 25 Years the Goldstems Part 





Springfield, Mass., July 3. 

Samuel Goldstein, head of the G. 
B. Theatres Corp., has been sued for 
separate support by his wife and he 
in turn is suing for a divorce for de- 
sertion. 

Goldstein testified at a hearing in 
Probate Court that a young woman, 
who was in his East Longmeadow 
home on the morning of Nov. 8, 1927, 
when a private detective and Mrs. 
Ray L. Goldstein made a nocturnal 
visit, was a nurse who had been sent 
by a doctor to care for him. Theatre 
owner testified that between 1927 
and 1933 he spent $44,450 on his 
wife, $14,450 on one of his daughters 
and $4,845 on the other. 

Goldstein contends that his wife 
had contemplated a separation and 
expressed pleasure when he left 








returns. 





producer 


their home. He said he would sup- 





Samuel of Theatres and Wife Suing Each 
Other—Husband Too Busy Making Money 


‘port his two daughters, but would 
not live with his wife again. 

He testified his health had been 
bad since 1925 and was made worse 
by his wife’s nagging and accusa- 
tions, and he had to take care of the 
children when she went on bridge 
parties, and that all this interfered 
with his business. He declared he 
was too busy making money to take 
care of himself until 1929 when he 
found his health was worse than he 
had thought it was. 

Mrs. Goldstein testified that the 
reason she had withdran a divorce 
suit last January was because her 
husband intended to marry a di- 
vorcee with one child. Her separate 
support action followed. The Gold- 
steins were married in 1908. He is 
a brother of Nathan M. Goldstein, 
also of the G. B, Theatres Corp. 


Only report received so far by A. 
C. Blumenthal from the 
hunt at the bottom of the sea some- 
where in the West Indies, is that 
the expedition had retrieved an oar 
from one of the supposedly sunken 
vessels. Blumey put $7,500 into the 
scheme, but he balked at sending 
camera and sound men at the last 


treasure 


minute. 
And now the camera and sound 


track union demands two weeks’ 


salary, which is the 
amounting to a bit over $300. I¢ 
Blumey, upon his from 
Europe, does not pay the lens men 
the union has power to close 
‘Music in the Air,’ current at the 
44th Street, N. Y. Show is first 
click, by Peggy Fears (Mrs. Blum- 
enthal) whose name was dropped 
from the billing recently when the 
couple quarreled and split. 

Blumey went for. story about 
sunken gold-laden ships after being 
sold by two down town men who 
had promised to finance the proj- 
ect. .Yarn spun by .A. Hiatt Verill, 
an author, told of 16 Spanish gal- 
leons having gone to the bottom 
during a hurricane, carrying. $40,- 
000,000 in gold, That was in 1635, 
the casualty being near Silver 
Shoals, 142 miles north of Hayti. 


Talk ‘Got’ Blumey 


Estimated cost of the expedition 
was $15,000 and the other backers 
could only raise half that sum. In 
a swanky Park avenue apartment 
Blumey listened to the story and 
finally piped: ‘If you fellows are 
screwy enough to think there is 
gold in the sea, I’)l stick in the rest 
of the coin.’ 

In Blumey’s mind at the timé, 
however, was the idea of making a° 
sound picture. Cameramen were 
summoned to confer with him at 
the Waldorf Astoria. Equipment’ 
for aquatic shooting was assembled” 
at the Pathe-RKO offices at the 
cost of $900. Then Blumey started 
to worry—what if there was no 
gold recovered—then there would 
be no picture. He forthwith re- 
fused to send the cameramen, cane« 
celling that part of the program on 
the eve of the boat’s sailing. 

The lens men madé a complaint 
to their union which is affiliated 
with the I. A. T. S. E. Fred Demp- 
sey of the I. A., upon: verifying the 
fact. that Blumey had arranged to 
send the men, declared that two 
weeks’ salary must be forthcoming, 
If not then the stage hands at ‘Mu- 
sic.in the Air’ would be called out 


Thelma Teodd’s : elie 


-Agenting Cameramen 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Pat De Cicci has turned agent 
and is handling cameramen, in 
partnership with Charles Brown, 
formerly of the Joyce-Selznick 
agency. They are a part of the 
Frank Orsatti office setup. 

De Cicci’s wife, Thelma Todd, ar« 
rives here’ July 7 from Europe, 
stopping off at her home in Massa- 
chusetts over the. Fourth and then 
fiying west. 


SAILINGS 


July 15 (New York to 
Myrt Vail, Mr. and ‘Mrs. 
Brown (Southern Prince). 

July 5 (New York to London) Ar- 
thur Kelly (Aquitania). 

July 1 (London. to. New York), 
Gus Yorke (American Farmer). 
July 1 (New York to London) 
York and King (Lafayette). 

July 1 (New York to Madrid) 
Lester Ziffren (Westerland). 


minimum, 


return 


Chile), 
Bobby 


July 1 (New York to Russia) 
Walter Camp Jr. (Reliance). 

July 1 (New York to Genoa), 
Richard Crooke, Olga Petrova 
(Roma). 


June 30 (New York to Iceland) 
Mr. and Mrs. Mare Connelly, Edna 
Ferber, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Pulit- 
zer, Mr. and Mrs. Art Samuels, Mr 
and Mrs. Russel Crouse (Kungs- 


holm). 
June 30 (New York to London) 
Geraldine Farrar, J. E. Otterson, 


George Britt, Savington Crampton 
(Columbus). 
June 28 (New York to London) 


Murray Silverstone (Berengaria) 





June 27 (Paris to New York) 


Laudy Lawrence (Europa). 
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th Pictures Geniuses Make Flops 





Karl Freund Says ‘Nuts’ to ‘Artistic Pictures’ 
—All Start Out for Money 





Somebody mentioned artistic 
films. Karl Freund looked up. He's 
the German cameraman that Uni- 
versal brought over and turned into 
a director. Some of the most ar- 
tistic films in picture history are to 
his credit—‘Variety,’ ‘Metropolis,’ 


‘The Last Laugh,’ and in this coun- 
try ‘Back Street,’ others. 

‘Artistic pictures!’ he said, ‘Nuts!’ 

‘Nobody ever started out to make 
an artistic flop,’ he said. ‘Name any 
director or picture maker in the 
world. They started out on the idea 
of making some money with the 
picture. If it gets good notices and 
nobody buys any tickets, they im- 
mediately are genuises—they have 
made an artistic flop.’ 

Pictures are only entertainment, 
Freund says. 

Boloney 


'*When you realize that a picture, 
any picture, is only entertainment 
for 75 minutes, then you can start 
making good pictures. It’s a busi- 
ness—entertainment business. It’s 
not an art. That’s boloney, that art 
stuff. A fellow who paints pictures 
can maybe fight for his principles 
and starve, and 50 years after he’s 
dead, his picture is recognized as 
fine and he’s a genius. Same with 
awriter. Never with a moving pic- 
ture. A picture of one or two years 
ago is dead. It’s finished. 

You say ‘Variety’ was a fine pic- 
ture. When it was made it was 
certainly fine. Today it isn’t worth 
screening, except as a_ historical 
relic of the old days. Same with 
any other picture. If they were 
good five years ago or bad five years 
ago, they’re terrible today. So why 
kid anybody?’ concluded Freund. 


Socialite Clicks 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Judith Allen, Boston debutante, 
gets the femme lead in Par’s ‘Tvo 
Much Harmony,’ featuring Bing 
Crosby, Jack Oakie and Skeets Gal- 
Iagher, scheduled to start Wednes- 
day (5). 

Miss Allen, who was one of 80 
girls tested at Par’s Long Island 
studio, and was given a lead spot 
in De Mille’s ‘This Day and Age,’ 
clicked ahead of over 100 girls 
tested for ‘Harmony.’ Edward 
Sutherland directs. 











Sidney-Murray Series 
In Wind for Columbia 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Ralph Staub is dickering with 
George Sidney and Charlie Murray 
for the comics to be featured in a 
series of six two-reelers to be re- 
leased through Columbia. Deal also 
contemplates one feature length pic. 
Only the matter of terms remains to 
be ironed out. 

Bill Woolfender of the Edward 
Small office is setting the deal. 





Winchell’s Story Price 


Hollywood, July 3. 
It’s $25,000 and not $15,000 as pre- 


viously reported that Walter Win- 
chell received from the Zanuck 
Twentieth Century Co. for the Win- 
chell story of Broadway. 

The columnist has again signed a 
contract to represent Jergens on the 
ain.commencing Sept. 3, for 39 con- 
secutive weeks. 





SAMMY LEE CEMENTED 
Hollywood, July 3. 


Sammy Lee handed a new year 
contract by Fox as dance director. 
Possibilities are that he will get 
a chance to direct following pro- 
duction of the ‘Movietone Frolics.’ 

Lee has been on the lot for the 
Past year, 





+ 


A Mugg Walks 





Hollywood, July 3. 
Departure of George Seit for 
the east has left Max Winslow 
sad. 
Seit was the only golfer on 
the lot whom Winslow figured 
to beat. 














Chill by Par on 
Chevalier’s 2006 
Has Two Bidding 


Hollywood, July 3. 


With Paramount and Maurice 
Chevalier still at odds over the 
actor signing a new contract, Jesse 
Lasky and Metro have both propo- 
sitioned him to come under their 
banners. Metro wants him for ‘The 
Merry Widow,’ while Lasky is re- 
ported to have offered him a two- 
picture contract. 

Under his old contract, Chevalier 
received $150,000 per picture and a 
percentage from Par. To re-sign, 
he asked $200,000 and percentage. 
Studio signified its willingness to 
boost the ante to $175,000, but the 
actor is holding out. 

Understood Chevalier is favorable 
to Lasky, as it was the latter, while 
with Paramount, who brought the 
Frenchman to this country. 


REDUCED SALARIES, 7, 
FOR HARDING, BENNETT 


Hollywood, July 3. 


RKO has signed new three-pic- 
ture deal with Ann Harding at 
about a 40% cut of her $94,000 per 
picture. Deal gives her a percen- 
tage; 15% over the gross doubling 
the negative cost. 

3efore starting on her Radio con- 
tract Miss Harding will do one out- 
side picture. She has an offer from 
Twentieth Century, also from 
Metro, to do ‘Biography,’ and is 
asking $75,000 for the assignment. 

Radio also made a deal with 
Twentieth Century for Constance 
Bennett to do one for them. She 
has two to do at $60,000 plus 15% 
of the profits, and two at a flat sum 
reported at around $60,000 which 
Radio gets her for. Her previous 
Radio salary was $6,000 weekly on 
a 52-week contract, 


L.A. Takes Crepe, Pro Tem 


Hollywood, July 3. 

With Los Angeles having a new 
mayor inducted Saturday (1), the 
town went puritan. 
and gambling houses had shutters 
up, with the result that establish- 
ments elsewhere in the county got a 
heavy play over the weekend. 

Expected Los Angeles and Holly- 











wood will remain puritanic until the | 


middle of the month. 





Joan Insists on Gable for 
‘Dancing Lady’ Lead; 


Hollywood, July 3. 
With Metro having tested more 
than a score of leading men, and 
with Joan Crawford holding out for 
Clarke Gable, production has been 





stopped on ‘Dancing Lady,’ while 
the studio is endeavoring to have 
Gable return from Vancouver. 
en | 
Marlene In Person | 

Marlene Dietrich will do a per- 
sonal appearance at the opening of! 
her ‘Song of Songs’ (Par) at the! 
Criterion, New York. 
Picture -6pens on a two a day | 


policy July, 18, Miss Dietrich being) 
due back in New York from Europe} 
on that day. 


All speakeasies ! 








RENTAL-TALENT 
COST MUCH LESS 


Universal Made Musical at 
Astoria, L. I., for Under 
$150,000 in 21 Days— 
May Try Six More Fea- 
tures at Same Place 








$600 DAILY FOR STUDIO 





Films can be produced almost 


50% cheaper in the east than the . 


west. 
head. 

In the east four walls and gen- 
eral facilities can be secured for 
$600 per day while in Hollywood 
it’s twice that. Eastern talent is 
cheaper. With the Atlantic end 
faster than the Pacific. 

Universal is the first of the major 
companies to make the test since 
the advent of sound and it has come 
to these conclusions. It can’t see 
breaking away from the Hollywood 
investment entirely but it admits 
that as the result of the experiment 
it will make a portion of its 33-34 
schedule in Greater New York. 

Other companies, watching the U 
experiment, indicate more hope for 
eastern production of a permanent 
kind than the Atlantic has had since 
its first acquaintanceship with film 
production. 

Two angles hold strong for the 
east. First is that talent can be 
reaped from the stage while it is 
under the New York influence and 
before it has a chance to go Holly- 
wood on salaries. Second is that if 
majors can make pictures around 
New York under the guise of unit 
productions, for the same distribu- 
tion channel, however, they can out- 
wit political situations which are 
admitted, by some of the producers 
themselves, to ke as much a part 
of the West Coast environment, as 
the sunshine and natural scenery. 


Jealousies 

That Paramount failed to make 
a go of its Astoria, Long Island, 
plant is no longer a criterion about 
eastern production among film men. 
The story about the difficulties of 
the Par organization at that time 
and futile effort to ameliorate execu- 
tive jealousies is now well known. 
Under the leadership of a compara- 
tively neutral authority, so far as 
company politics are concerned, 
such as ERPI, picture spokesmen 
feel one of the main barriérs to 
production in the east should be 
eliminated, 

Carl Laemmle, as the result of 
the pioneering effort, now has two 
juniors. One is his own son who 
will remain west and the other is 
his son-in-law, Stanley Bergerman. 
Latter is the husband of Rosabelle 
Laemmle and he is talking of fol- 
lowing up the company’s first ven- 
ture in the east with at least six 
more features. 

A few years ago a department 
Store executive, Bergerman claims 
he completed ‘Moonlight and Pret- 
zels’ in 21 days at a cost of around 
$150,000. Picture, he said, was only 
3 days over schedule and $15,000 
above budget. Other reports, how- 
ever, have it that ‘Pretzels’ in 
present stage cost slightly under 
$100,000. 


Biggest item is studio over- 


Gon, Resener-~dlere 


Hollywood, July 3. 
George Rusener became the hero 
of Laguna Beach Saturday (1) when 
he saved the lives of the daughter 
and son of Hayden lL. Hughes by 
auto- 


leaping aboard a runaway 
mobile and stopping it. on the brink 
of a cliff overlooking the Pacific 


Ocean. Children had been left in 
the car by their father when the 
brakes jarred leose and it careened 
down a short hill. headed for the 
ocean, 

Rosener witnessed the speeding 
car gain momentum, jumped on the 
running board, seized the wheel and 
jammed on the. brakes. 
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Death Nips Triumph 





Excitement of Approaching Success in Pix 
Believed to Have Killed Bo»sby Wilson 





When a Cluck 





Prep schoolboy was asking 
an old boy about a cluck. He'd 
heard the boys classify certain 
of the girls as clucks and he 
wanted to know. 

Explanation was: 

‘A cluck is a girl who, if 
you're dancing with her, makes 
you flash a $1 bill behind her 
back for someone to cut in and 
take her away.’ 











Doug-Mary Divorce 
Rumors, Via Louella, 
Ires Hollywoodians 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Hollywood burned at the treat- 
ment Louella O. Parsons gave the 
Mary Pickford-Douglas Fairbanks 
split story. Colony has known of 
the marital rift and figured silence 
would be kept as neither party in- 
tends a divorce. 

With the Parsons mention, it sort 
of caused the local mob to turn 
thumbs down on the columnist who 
was supposed to enjoy the confi- 
dence of Miss Pickford. 








The Fairbanks-Pickford rift ru- 
mors have been around for months. 
As recently as four weeks ago Den- 
nis F. O’Brien, of O’Brien, Driscoll 
& Raftery, New York attorney for 
both principals, denied any official 
action, although admitting having 
heard the reports. Capt. O’Brien 
opined that in any event any di- 
vorce action was remote. 


LA BENNETT DECIDES 
TO BE GOOD ‘ITTLE GIRL 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Constance Bennett threw off the 
hi-hat when threatened with con- 
tempt of court, and appeared be- 
fore Ralph H. Blum Saturday (1) 
and answered all questions of the 
attorney, who was taking a deposi- 
tion in the $15,000 commission suit 
brought by Joyce & Selznick 
against her. 

When subpoenaed before Blum 
June 10 the actress, on advice of 
her attorney, Neil S. McCarthy, had 
let all of Blum’s questions float by, 
and when this got monotonous, she 
got up in the middle of one ques- 
tion and walked, with Blum getting 
a court order commanding that she 
give suitable answers. 

Suit is for Miss Bennett's share 
of the 10% due on a two picture 
deal whereby she received $300,000 
from Warners. Studio paid half of 
the commission and now the agency 
is trying to collect the remainder. 











Cummings-Levy 





London, July 3. 
Constance Cummings was mar- 
ried to Benn Levy here today. 
Actress and dramatist had been 
engaged for some time. 








‘Park Avenue Ladies’ 
Become Night Workers 


Hollywood, July 3. 


Because FE. A. Dupont is “night 
minded,’ the ‘Park Avenue Ladies’ 
company at: Universal has been 


working until near midnight since 
beginning production two weeks ago. 
Catering to the director's prefer- 
ence, the daily shooting schedule 
has been arranged to run from 10 
a.m, to 10 p.m., and often consider- 
ably later. Among those on the ‘ow! 
schedule’ are June Knight, Sally 
O'Neil, Dorothy Burgess, , Mary 
Carlisle and Neil Hamilton. 





Hollywood, July 3. 
As it does to all men, death 
came to Bobby Wilson Saturday 
(1) morning at Metro studios 


where, after a lifetime of struggle, 
he was about to receive recogni- 
tion, at 56 years of age. 

For 40 years, Wilson had been a 
knoek-about comic. The last 20 
years he spent in burlesque, a 
putty-nosed buffoon knowing more 
about Irish Justice and water-in- 
the pants than the subtleties which 
are supposed to go hand-in-hand 
with refined comedy. He flipped a 
mean pig bladder, but knew little 
about flip lines. For the past 10 
years he had been principal comic 
with Tom Dalton’s ‘Frolics’ bur- 
lesque on Main street, the idol of 
down-and-outers, Mexican and 
Chinese patrons. 

When Metro was looking for an 
actor to play the bum burlesque 
comic in ‘Dancing Lady,’ the Joan 
Crawford picture, Ben Piazza in- 
sisted that the studio give Wilson 
the once over. After getting a load 
of him, studio decided he was jake 
for the bit. 

Build Part 


After the first day’s rushes, Wil- 
son created such a favorable im- 
pression that his part was elab- 
orated, built up for the run-of-the- 
picture. Studio became so _ im- 
pressed with his low comedy work 
that he was considered for a con- 
tract, Saturday morning he went 
to the studio to make a test for a 
term contract, but the Grim Reap- 
er booked him first. 

No doubt his end was hastened 
by the excitement caused through 
the recognition he was receiving. 
From lowly burlesque to an asso- 
ciation wjth the Crawfords, Barry- 
mores, Gables and other picture 
big-wigs was possibly too much 
for him. 

His reepgnition and demise are 
not unliles the character played by 
Nat Goodwin for years in Paul 
Armstrong’s ‘In a Blaze of Glory,’ 
the story of a broken-down bur- 
lesque comic who went out a big 
man, 


Relief Fund Aiming 
At 1,200 Not Giving 


Hollywood, July 3. 


Motion Picture Relief Fund 
launches a heavy campaign this 
week to attain a 100% goal in con- 
tributions from those of the film 
mob who can afford to give. This 
will be the inital activity of the 
organization’s new president, Marion 
Davies. 

Contributors to the Fund now 
total 2,500. According to the rec- 
ords, Miss Davies figures that there 
are another 1,200 at the studios not 
kicking in who should. Fund re- 
quests 50c out of every $100 earned. 

At the present time MPRF is 
handling 600 cases, or approximate- 
ly 1500 persons based om an aver- 
age of three to a family. 








Metro Terms Par’s 
Forgotten McKinney 


Hollywood, July 3 

Fjorine McKinney has been givé, 
a term contract by Metro. He 
first picture will be ‘Dancing Lady 
Miss McKinney was under contract 
to Paramount for two years, buf 
had only one featured part during 
the period. 

Anita Louise, former Radio com 
tractee who had a like experiencé 
is being tested for a Metro con 
tract, 


FOX HAS ‘CANARY’ 

‘Grand Canary,’ novel 

Cronin, has been taken by Fox fog . 
prompt filming. 





Intended for Warner Baxter, 


by A. 2 t 
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Screen Ads Returning With 2,600 
Secondary Houses Now Listed; 
Theatres Have Choice of 3 Terms 


Despite the edict of the American 
Newspaper Publishers Assn., which 
caused all the major picture com- 


panies and first run theatres to di- 
vorce themselves from it, advertis- 
Ing is coming back to the screen 
with a bang. At present some 50 
companies are engaged in produc- 
ing approximately 500 commercial 
subjects per year representing a to- 
tal production budget estimated to 
exceed $1,000,000. 

Some of these commercials, con- 
taining obvious advertising, have 
been booked into as many as 2,600 
theatres, it is revealed by film offi- 
cials. 

Major companies, which pioneered 
in the field, are resentful, but spokes- 
men admit they are helpless. The 
newspaper pronunciamento was di- 
rected chiefly at them and their big 
first run theatres as the chief sore- 
spot in show business threatening 
lineage competition with the dailies. 
They had to dismantle costly adver- 
tising set-ups once and they are 
certain that if they attempt to re- 
enter into the department which 
they once controlled it will only re- 
vive a war with editors which this 
time might be serious and far more 
expensive than the revenue which 
they could derive from advertisers.’ 

No Answers 

Despite the hands-off attitude of 
the majors; the acceleration adver- 
tising is getting on screen, said to 
take in many important second runs 
as well as houses in lesser grades, 
is expected eventually to draw an- 
other warning from the ANPA. 
What revenue these screens are di- 
verting from newspaper columns 
cannot be figured by the experts. 
Neither can they even attempt to 
estimate the effect of such adver- 
tising on the theatre going public or 
what exhibs are earning by project- 
ing it. 

Commercial projection today is re- 
ported to be divided into three dis- 
tinct classes, with as many different 
terms for theatres booking the pic- 
tures of each. 

In the first category the producer 
derives his income from the adver- 
tiser, selling the latter on the need 
to invest some real money in the 
production. The exhibitor gets no- 
thing for showing such shorts, the 
entertainment value of the material 
being held up as well as the angle 
that he is getting screen fodder for 
nothing, 

Just the opposite is true of the 
second class. Little pretense is made 
about subjects coming under this 
heading being anything more than 
advertising. The exhib is paid half 
a cent a head or less for projecting 
it: 

The third commercial department 
is allotted to trailers. The producer 
collects from the local dealer as well 
as the national advertiser. From 
these collections he is able to pay 
the exhibitor on an average of 75c 
per thousand attendees. Firms g0- 
ing in for trailer ads are compara- 
tively few, picture spokesmen ex- 
pressing the belief that a firm in 
New Orleans has this end virtually 
to itself. 

The company there, calling itself 
the Motion Picture Advertising Ser- 
vice Company, Inc., is advertising 
that its subjects are in technicolor, 
and advises the exhibitor: 

‘These shorts will be in compe- 
tition with radio and the minimum 
time on the radio is one minute. If 
theatres wish to participate in the 
profits such as have been enjoyed 
in radio, and the gradual selling of 
national accounts is going to secure 
this profit for theatres, we cannot 
jeopardize the future. Therefore 
these playlets must of necessity not 
exceed one minute.’ 

The final class is designed for 
utilities, hotels, railroads and 
steamship lines, etc. It is rented to 
the exhibitor at slightly less than 
the cost of a legitimate short. No 
name is mentioned unless it happens 
to be that of a boat, hotel sign, and 
so forth. Shorts of this type are 
generally produced along travelogue 
lines. They are reported not popular 
with the advertiser because copy is 
conveyed only via the subconscious. 
This is the one class of advertising 
which, film spokesmen hold, has not 
been frowned upon by the ANPA. 

On an average the shorts in all 
classes cost $2,000 apiece, estimators 
including in that average occasional 
high charges by ERPI. 





Saenger Theatres’ Loss 
Only $23,000 for 3 Mos. 


New Orleans, July 3. 
In his three months as receiver 
for the Saenger Theatres, E. V. 


Richards has shown a net loss of 
$23,000. 

It’s a remarkable showing con- 
sidering the banks’ closing and 
present chaotic financial condition 
of the south. 


‘Naked Truth,’ ‘Ruin’ 
Oke in Newark, but 
‘Innoceuce’ Nixed 


Newark, July 3. 
The police censors refused to al- 
low ‘What Price Innocence,’ sched- 
uled for Proctor’s next week, to 


play Newark. It’s a bad break for 
the house, as they had the lobby all 
dolled up with a teasing campaign, 
and it looked like money coming. 
The censors maintain this is the 
kind of picture they keep out of 
Newark. Maybe! Only one won- 
ders how the house record of the 
Capitol is held by ‘The Naked 
Truth’ and almost shared by ‘The 
Road to Ruin.’ 


RKO APPEALS FOR USE 
OF ROXY NAME IN R.C. 


Despite the fact that the old Roxy, 
New York, had granted RKO an ex- 
tension of 30 days recently to con- 


tinue the use of the ‘Roxy’ name on 
the smaller of the two Radio City 
theatres—upon request of H. B. 
Franklin—it was learned that RKO 
has appealed this case to the U. S. 
Supreme Court. Papers were filed 
Friday (30) by RKO in Washington. 
Looks like after Franklin negoti- 
ated the extension, the RKO people 
carried through their appeal plan, 
as had been expected. The deal 
with Franklin stayed the old Roxy 
from asking for an immediate in- 
junction order, although this stay 
would have been autoOmatic as soon 
as RKO filed its appeal. 

The RKO appeal is being 
prosecuted on behalf of the circuit 
by the Irving Trust, as receiver for 
the company. It is directed against 
Howard S. Cullman, receiver for the 
old Roxy. 

The old Roxy claims right to con- 
tinue use of name of ‘Roxy’ as per 
contract with Samuel L. Rothafel 
(Roxy) himself. Similar claim. is 
made by RKO, on various and dif- 
ferent grounds. 

Original decision was in favor of 
RKO by Judge Francis Caffey, of 
the Federal District Court in New 
York. Circuit Court in New York 
reversed Judge Caffey’s decision by 
a 2-1 opinion. 

















Loew’s Relinquishes Op. 
Of Gt. Lakes Th., Buff 


Buffalo, July 3. 
Great Lakes theatre, recently re- 
linquished by Mike Shea, will not 


resume operations under Loew 
management, although the Chip- 
pewa Theatre Corp., the subsidiary 
of Loew’s, Inc., has taken over the 
house. This was stated here Sat- 
urday after Loew officials had been 
present all week and had completed 
the details of retaking the house. 

Future plans for the operation of 
the house are undecided. 





Radio Good to Five 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Five contracts handed out at 
Radio last week, one to a player 
and four to directors. 

Recipients of the new  termers 
were Richard Dix, three pictures 
during the next year; Ernest 
Schoedsack, four films, one year; 
Otto Brower, six months; J. Wal- 
ter Ruben, one year; John Crom- 





well, four pictures, one year. 





YORK AND KING 


In the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean we're really at sea, however, 
Mr. George Black is not at sea, nor 
is he perplexed nor in a dilemma for 
an attraction the weeks of July 17 
and 24 at the Palladium, London. 
He awaits us. 


On board the S. 8S. 
LAFAYETTE 
“We Are Here.” 


2 NEW TITLES 
USED BY INDIE 


Portland, Ore., July 3. 
J. J. Parker changed two picture 
titles on current shows at the 
Broadway and United Artists. 
Broadway exploited MG’s ‘The 
Nuisance’ under the title ‘Never 


Give a Sucker a Break’ and it looks 
like a biz getting wrinkle with sales 
appeal. United Artists has FN’s 
‘Little Giant’ publicized as ‘Little 
Caesar in Society.’ 














Trade So Encouraging 
B&K May Restore 
Pay Cuts to Staff 





Chicago, July 3. 

Sharp upward trend of grosses in 
the Balaban & Katz loop houses has 
pepped up the entire organization. 
Chicago, Oriental, United Artists, 
and Roosevelt have all been in the 
black for several weeks and the 
margin of profit at the Chicago in 
particular has become notably big. 

At a recent gathering of execu- 


tives Walter Immerman, v.p. and 
general manager of B&K, inti- 
mated that if the grosses kept up 
for six months the organization 
would be able to give employes a 
raise to counterbalance the three 
or four cuts the staff has taken in 
the past two years. 





Another RKO Salary’Cat fer Execs 





Franklin Orders It for All Receiving Over 
$300 Wkly.—Secs’ Hours Reset 





‘Baby Face’ Meets Censor | 


Trouble in Chicago 


Chicago, July 3. 

Warners ‘Baby Face,’ booked for 
the B&K Chicago next Friday (7), 
has been held up by the censor 
board. ‘Midnight Marriage’ (Col) 
opens instead. 

Whether ‘Baby Face’ will get a 
pink ticket after cuts or whether 
the ban is 100% will probably be 
settled after the usual exchange- 
censor wrangling. 


Fox Stockholders’ 


Meeting on Reorg. 
Set for July 21 


A special stockholders’ meeting 
of Fox Film scheduled to have 
gotten under way Saturday (1) to 
reconsider the company’s reorgan- 
ization scheme, has been postponed 
until July 21, on order of Justice 
Bernard Shientag, of the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court. 

Postponement came on petition 
of minority stockholder, James A. 
Cleary, who claimed insufficient 
notice to stockholders had been al- 
lowed by company on the plan and 
he asks for appointment of tempo- 
rary receiver for the company. 
Hearing on the matter is sched- 
uled Wednesday (5) before Judge 
Shientag. 


PIC STORY SO EXTENDED 
PASS-HOLDERS SQUAWK 


Minneapolis, July 3. 
Some time ago W. A. Steffes is- 
sued a number of life passes to 
friends for his sure-seater World 
theatre here. Now he says that he’s 
getting some squawks from these 
pass holders because he’s running 
the same picture too long a time. 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ is, in its 12th 
week at the house and several of 
the Annie Oakley owners complain 
that they’re being gypped because 
they don’t have enough chance to 
use the free ducats which are hand- 
somely engraved on metal and in- 
closed in a leather case. 


J. J. Franklin in B’klyn 


J. J. Franklin, brother of Harold 
Franklin, was slated to take over 
the managerial reins at the Albee, 
Brooklyn, Monday (3). 

Marvin Parks, manager of the 
spot, got a leave of absence and is 
returning to the Coast. Parks is 
supposed to come back east around 
Aug. 3, with the hopes of another 
RKO house. 




















~ Theatre Chain on Wheels 











Takes Pix Into Southern California Towns 


Long Devoid of Them 





Los Angeles, July 3. 

Southern California’s first mobile 
theatre circuit has come into exist- 
ence. Four small towns ir Santa 
Barbara county, devoid of picture 
entertainment for several years, are 
included in the setup. Seven con- 
secutive playdates presently consti- 
tute the schedule for each change of 
program, 

Movable theatre chain is operated 
by Eska Wilson and Frank Rice, 
who constitute Standard Talking 
Film Service here. Initial layout in- 
cludes Guadalupe, Arroya Grande, 
Moro Bay and Cambria Pines, towns 
ranging in population from around 
1,800 to less than 1,000. 

Promoters have acquired the dark 
pie houses in these four towns, wired 
them for sound and installed per- 
manent screens, Balance of equip- 
ment, all Western Electric, is trans- 
ported by truck, along with the com- 
plete screen program of a feature, 
comedy, news and other shorts. 

Presently, outfit shows two days— 
Saturday and Sunday—at Gauda- 





lupe; Monday and Tuesday at Ar- 





roya Grande, next two days at Cam- 

bria Pines and winds up the week 

Friday night at Moro Bay. 
Attractions Used 

Warner, Columbia and Universal 
features are used to top the pro- 
gram, the product of these three 
companies not having been sold to 
nearby exhibs. Admission tariff is 
30c for adults and a dime for the 
youngsters. P. A. Coons, veteran 
Chautauqua man, travels with the 
outfit as manager, along with one 
operator. 

Trade has started briskly, with 
the promoters satisfied that as soon 
as the populace of the towns is 
awakened to a realization that regu- 
lar weekly screen shows will be 
staged, biz will show a substantial 
gain. 

Gaudalupe is noted for the fact 
that among its 1,800 inhabitants 
there is not a single American resi- 
dent. Some 20 or more different na- 
tionalities, from the four corners of 
the earth, live there, and the closest 
picture house opposition is 10 miles 


i 

Regular office hours for execs and 
secs, besides a cut in weekly pay 
for executives receiving over $300 
weekly, have been prescribed in the 
latest orders from Harold Franklin 
to his RKO department heads, just 
when things looked like they were 
going to clear up some at the RKO, 

Whether Franklin is cutting his 
own pay or how much has not yet 
been indicated. The cuts, so far as 
known, would range from 10 to 20% 
It’s the second salary cut in the 
RKO home office for execs. a 

Different office hours have been 


set for the execs as against their 
secretaries. All execs in the home 
office are to report at 9:30 and quit 
at 5:30. The secs must come on at 
9, quitting at 5. This would leave 
the executives with no secretarial 
assistance after 5 p.m. The secs 
additionally, if working overtime, 
can’t collect supper money for such 
work. Supper money has been cut 
by Franklin's economy ruling. 
Previously, certain secs in certain 
divisions outside of the regular the- 
atre operating field were paid so 
much per hour for overtime. Thig 
was ordered out some.time ago. 
Latest RKO salary cut. comes. in 
the face of official Washington's an+ 
nounced stand urging that salaries 
be kept up under the Recovery Act. 
Franklin, as president of KAO, 
draws $1,500 weekly, which is top in 
the eastern end of the company. The 
next nearest salary is received by 
Phil Reisman, head of the film book- 
ing office, with Herschel Stuart com- 
ing after this. Others coming with- 
in the economy ruling are Louis Co« 
hen, head of the real estate: divis! 
sion, and Bob Sisk, head .of pube 
licity. reat 
As far as known, the ruling is still 
in the memorandum phase, with the 
execs awaiting Franklin’s own initiaV 
step towards a cut. 


Fox Drops Eight Players, 
Five, Scribes Off Payroll 


Hollywood, July 3. 

New contract list issued by Fox 
last week has eight players and 
five writers off the payroll. 

Players who have been dropped. 
are Alan Livingston, Jose . Mojica, 
Budd Rogers, Kane Richmond, 
Harry Woods, Joan Bennett, Una 
O’Connor and Merle Tottenham. 
Latter two were brought here from. 
England for ‘Cavalcade.’ 

Scriveners missing from the new. 
list are Stuart Anthony, Vera Cas- 
pary, William A. Drake, Horace 
Jackson and Charlotte Miller. 











AMPA Nominations Made 
First, with Notice Later 


Admittedly riled over reports that 
another press agent association is 
being considered in the east, and 
that it may draft its own code for 
Roosevelt, AMPA boys lost no time; 
They immediately nominated the 
most prominent publicity and adver- 
tising directors, many of whom 
haven't attended a meeting in years, 
to high offices. They sent out pub- 
licity stories about the AMPA eode, 
ete. 

The facts, as revealed later. by 
some of the older pub. men,. who 
didn’t know they had been nomi- 
nated until the same day they read 
their names and received letters of 
notification at the same time, don’t 
jibe with the AMPA shake-up. Some 
of the old timers refuse to be 
drafted. 

Dignitaries who refuse to be con- 
scripted point out that code talk 
for advertising men is the bunk. 
They figure that anything even sug- 
gestive of a code would only servé 
to center attention the press agents’ 
way. With that would come a lot 
of home office criticism. Every time 
something went wrong the code 
would be referred to. 

AMPA selections for nominees in- 
clude John Flinn for president; Rut- 
gers Nielson, v. p.; Raul Benjamin, 
treas.; Al Sherman, sec. 
Directorate: Hal Horne, Mervin 
Kirsch, S. Charles Einfeld, William 
Ferguson, Paul Gulick, Gabe Yorke, 





away, at Santa Marie. 


Edward Finney. 
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W Pretty Grouchy Nowadays; Hays in Star Chamber Sessions Hq 
arners Fretty Grouchy Nowadays; y 
q 
May Prefer It Altogether Al On Schenck Ch f Espi | 
ay Prefer It Altogether Alone | AF ANY RY Aijf| Um Schenck Uharge of Espionage | 
a 
Unless M ith WEE And Resignation from Prod 2 
1s 
ess Merger with WE Eventuates esignation from Froducers = 
Majors and Indies Must : 
— | 
es ¢ Reach an Accord— ¥ ‘. 
>. >. ° , . ; 
Warners is seriously considering Checker Shudder Haysian Strategy of Pit- Baby Crick $s Crack Hollwood, July 3. : 
a lone wolf policy. There is open = ting Warners (H. M.) Committee on the Producers’ as- : 
talk in its home office of the possi- In bickering ; hib . Hollywood, July 3. sociation, comprising Ben B. ; 
‘ e g with an exhi wi bs bad a Z 
bility of resigning from the Hays over the percentage demands th Fox (Kent) to Has It took a six-year-old girl Kahane, Winfield R. Sheehan and " 
organization, and of opposition from for ‘Gold Diggers,’ Warners re- ten Final Code — Chains to pronounce the crispest FE 1 Coh : 
the brothers if Will Hays attempts ‘ ipetgs criticism on pictures. Fidget- umanuel Cohen, sits as a court of 
* : mained adamant and wound up and Exhibs Oke ; : inquiry Thursday (6) to take action i 
to use the Roosevelt industrial code “ oan a ing in her chair during a sday / 
. ; the argument with, ‘It’s 50% a on the charee ¢ J h M | 
to step into a dictatorship. and a checker, or nothing.’ Ad ES screen performance, she _  fi- eat ges oO osep : ‘ 
There are conversations about - 2 : : PES nally blurted out: chenck that one of the company 
‘ To which the exhib retorted, : 
Warners being roundly double- ‘Make it 100% but no checker DISTRIBS BALK Y Why do the same people roe eg of the association is 
crossed; that the star raiding agree- niet Seka aide do the same things all the guilty of espionage and attempted ; 
ment has been made a joke, and " ae —— time ’ bribery. 
that from now on WB may sign Whil —— t Trio also will take action at this 
stars at random when they please. tle ities igh interests re recess- time on the resignation of United 
Also, with the WB stock quotation ing to permit sales conventions and Artists from the Producers’ associa- i 
mounting after-the Wilmington de- to digest code theories advanced to tion which was tendered in a letter : 
cision there is _cocksure conjecture date, and while independent groups from Schenck to the association, + 
among Brotherites that ERPI will ait otthenaaie canbe‘ Qhake and in which the charges of alleged 13 
bend in such a way that maybe, in J | FS ee . underhanded dealings were speci- i: 
the wind-up, one of the newest and minorities, the entire industry is . fied. 43 
most powerful set-ups in the indus- setting itself for a final formula of- The resignation proposal and 24 
try is likely to be We- we. ———- fensive within the business, itself, charges were made following the a 
Haysites have always listened se before August stormy session of the producers : 
the Warners. .In big membership Hollywood, July 3. gust. ma Tuesday night (June 27) at which 
circles the brothers from time to] after pointedly ignoring the Pro- The Hays organization, it became Warner . Brothers. corved. nation af Pt 
time have been regarded as epee ducers association in starting its | known over the week-end, will de- quitting the producers’ arbitration 24 
py meracyronties. agai tried to 6raD! own proposed code, the Academy, | lay the industry’s march to Wash- agreement. At this meeting Abel moh 
all o © POpsicies. through Lester Cowan has crossed | ; . : Washington, July 3. [Cc Th for Wara- q 
os : . ‘ t f nec in an effort , y arey omas, attorney for ara ie 
he bocce toelrety Ruming of he we itself and Cowan has tendered Hays an neh f ran ind , Mae Local theatre men noted the pres-| ers, is asserted to have charged : a 
mington court against ERPI are re-| 14, cooperation of all branches of | "®t omy to smooth independents | ence here Friday (30) of Pat Casey.] schenck with violation of the agree- 
— pote as eee ae the academy immediately upon | into some sort of a line but also to; Report is Casey probably held a] ment. 
arnerites. at is no , “a : : conference with Gen. Johnson, the i 
pot whet, they any. Theie geal te the ee beg e i ue tedeee OR ik Hegpmmyapee: ainad PO Ct Be Bey Always Squawking 
bitration proceeding with Western seen .e Seenemy aae 50 or more codes can be assimilated While Schenck refuses officially 4 
pe . » oing around with a chip on its diets It is surmised by the showmen “ \ 
going by the industry’s coordinating com- to state which company he means 


Electric, which the chancery court 


shoulder, feeling itself independent 





that Casey must have conferred 











in his charges, he did say at a press 








at the same time has decided in . : . . - | with Gen. Jo th 
their favor and ordered for open|4nd contrary minded to anything epic wane wag pole 7 on pw Prana Rae nase inn tes ge Reve conference a few hours before the 
5 i is |the producers did or suggested.| mented to include indie producers | a. y , 
court. That $50,000,000 involved is Pp : ‘is the representative of the produc- | Warner-called meeting that: 
a lot of money, the Warnerites and Present reversal suggests they want | so as to be truly representative of | .,. association in Hollywood in its ‘Warners are always yelling be- 
WE know. to climb aboard: the bandwagon be- | 41) industry departments, re-draft | relations with the craftsmen, fore they are hurt. They think that 
Another Answer fore the seats are all filled. everything into a single master} Nothing leaked as to the exact | because they have made money they : 
Should there be such a merger, Academy had completely ignored nature of Casey’s visit or of the|/can control this industry. It is 
Warnerites have also an answer for | the Hays office by stepping into the | document, return the same to all) oot In Washington the belief is| because they have made money they ; 
exhibitor litigation against ERPI| exhibition field in its endeavors to| the various factions for further dis- | that anyone seeing Gen. Johnson in| can control such artistry as George 4 
in the event the present temporary |draw up its idea of what a code | cussion and authorization—how all | advance of actual proceedings for | Arliss. ; 
injunction ruling out non-inter-| should be for the picture industry ihn unin” n even before 1935, | 2" industry does so by invitation. ‘The producers’ agreement oq 
changibility, compulsory buying. of | under the terms of the National Re- | | ” 7 r Casey left town without confiding | Wnerein no employee is allowed te PB 
parts, etc., is included in the final] covery Act. is answered thusly: in any of the showmen. accept a fob at Meter ecu akin: a ¥ 
decree. The Brothers and the elec- Day before Will Hays’ arrived What the textile industry did the _ en oe uarete sae 'etihiinsieniethe seabtinte ; 
trig cog: Be Regt separate se se jhere Academy sent out letters to] film industry can do. The picture with a person employed at an- ; 
what damages, oe any, were levied [ithe M. P. T. O. A. and Allied States code machinery is already set up and L B DENIES SHEARER other studio, is virtually slavery. * 
against the electric in the future) ,.King for their desires and for in- ; : - T tieth ‘ ae sted ote 4 
would have to be paid by the elec-|¢5.mation to be included in the | "Ce it gets under way it will move hate: le — ury a n a 
tric and not WB. Friday (30) War-| acagemy version. fast. If Will Hays can’t make film- LOAN DEAL T0 20TH C. aed . ee: pte decreas ani pe 
nerites even insisted that Western's Information asked for in ques-| dom hold that line during the pre- = y whe er, ck, oe e 7 
attitude toward the Brothers is de- tionnaire form, included such ques- | };; aapemenenes Harry Warner not to accept Darryl ' 
cidedly. friendly. ni gee , 2 liminaries, General Hugh S. John- Hollywood, July 3. Zanuck’s resignation. That an- q 
Regardless of rules and regula- In eelesih respect is producer-dis- son can. Regarding Gen. Johnson Reports have been current here swers any allegation that Metro is 
tions, and the demand of the tributor ownership of theatres ad- all branches in the business, after that 20th Century was negotiating | behind Twentieth Century. ; 
Hays Organization for specific proof, vantageous or disadvantageous to | studying his cryptic handling of the with Metro for the services of Thomas Mission i. 
Brotherites are set in their belief that : a Norma Shearer for one picture as It is understood that Thomas was q 
what the Zanuck-Schenck group did the industry! cotton men, say that the tougher | photographs of the star had been : 4 
: What value are annual announce- . " > brought to the coast by Warners 
was unethical. Industry spokesmen diggs he is, when filmdom has its day, the | taken to the United Artists’ lot by 
. ; i .|ments and advance selling? } Bren & Orsatti agenc with the intention of bringing suit 
simply are referring to the record: : quicker filmdom will return home od y- against Schenck for violation of the F 
that the non-raiding agreement kept Block Booking wth « eee ot ae ene Louis B. Mayer denies that any | *% . : ea page: vd 4 
one producer from persuading play- In what respect is block booking |, bad s Cc — such proposition is being consid- ant onresy » oS - : ey aoe y 
ers to travel from another producer |advantageous or disadvantageous. |.be as pertinent and vital as anti-|ered, adding that neither Century |'e@lized that although Schenck 
until at least the-last 30 days of the} To what extent, if at all, does it} trust acts. nor any other company could ob- | Signed the pact as United Artists 
contract. Then other producers are|limit the exhibitors’ ability to select It’s a U. S. ‘Must’ tain the loan of its foremost star. | representative, he could not we re- 
conceded to have been afforded op- | programs? ia a Understood that Century is | garded as ee member [@ any actie? q 
portunities to make offers. In what respect are the so-called Realization that it is the law, and |Smouldering over the refusal of taken by Century. ; q 
It hasn’t only been the twentieth | ‘protection’ or ‘clearance’ schedules | not a voluntary agreement which Metro to loan Clarke Gable, and Deciding against a suit, it is said, 4 
instance that is riling the Warners; | advantageous or disadvantageous? can be side-stepped or violated will keep on with open negotiations | Warners took the other method, q 
it has been innumerable other illus- How important as a means of | without penalties, suddenly seemed for people ‘whose contracts are/that of breaking away from the dl 
trations of the ‘cross,’ they allege.| sustaining regular patronage at the | to seep into the business during the about to expire everywhere, agreement, r, 
Like they were able to thrive with-|/theatres are the so-called box of- | past week. With it, Warners and | — ee ; However, signators to the pact x 
out the banks, some of the bolder | gece names? United Artists, opposed to the uni- |; agreed under its provisions that no 
Brotherites are certain Warners can To what extent will normal the- | form contract, keystone of the ex-|0Ut against certain MPTOA de-|company would withdraw until 
proceed without colleagues in the] stre business be restored due to im- | hibition code, from the start, let it |™ands that organization will pre-|after it had been in operation two 
industry provement in the general economic be understood that they will con- | Sent the same individually to John- | years, and then only on six months’ 
Look to Will Hays situation? tinue to hold out against such |S0m in open court. Will Hays isfmotice. Agreement yet has more 
Again, Haysites manifest a pa- To what extent will the return of single-way dealings with exhibitors, | handling production. No eate today | than a year to go. 
tience. They are hopeful that Will] normal theatre business depend on Hays, it is now revealed, put H. M.| (Monday) was set for his return | Other company members notified 
Hays as personal conciliator be-|the quality or type of pictures? W arner on the coordinating group | ®ast, although he is expected back} Warners that they still consider 
tween the Warners and Twentieth If quality or type is involved,| Opposite 5S. R. Kent, knowing the | Within the next two weeks to get|/that company a part of the agre2- 
may shed the true light on all situa-| state generally the direction in| ‘Wo have divergent views, and fig- the code mill grinding. ment despite the withdrawal at- 
tions and continue the Brothers in] which changes should be made. uring strategy as the best guide. Over the weekend, after thorough tempt, pointing out that the action i 
the flock. They are even optimistic a - In the language of Haysites, Warn- | perusal of the textile code and|of Tuesday night is illegal undor 
that another meeting of the directo- ers is on the spot. If they don't | the government procedure through | the pact's provisions. 


Thalberg Indefinite 





| ride along, and if any members in 


which it was realized, picture code 


rate may be unnecessary; that every- 
thing should be ironed out in the the final outcome try to kick over formulators were convinced they Secret Conferences 
interim the major code bucket, industry will find it necessary to make but Will Hays arrived here Friday 
As one of the first dashes away Hollywood, July 3 spokesmen are prepared to let them | few changes in intended memoranda | (30) and immediately went into 
. 7 . -.* Ollywooe q - . ‘ , . - 
ak ms Ase be Pe . 2 y deal as individuals with Johnson. for W agar aol secret confabs with other associa- 
from a Hays stack understanding, Still indefinite when Irving Thal- | Conceding that getting people|tion members on the Schenck- 


Warners is bolting on 1933-34 sales 
meeting. Instead of holding its con- 
ventions now, as all the other ma- 
jors per understanding during the 
moritorium trouble, the Brothers are 


berg will return to the Metro studio. 
According to execs, producer is now 
in Scotland and is not due here until 
the middle of August. 


Returning here, his production 


Circuits Set; But Not Distribs 


Circuits and the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America were re- 
ported Monday (3) to be virtually 
in accord. Distributors, however, 





back to work at fair salaries is the 


government’s motive, they maintain | 


that filmdom only through the me- 
dium of fair practices can do this. 
As contractual forms in filmdom are 


Warner flareups. As yet Hays has 

refused to make any comment on 

the issues involved. 
Another angle 


was the 


stormy session when Sam Goldwyn 


given 





talking about a contract meet in|] and supervisory powers will be de- | i : : ? A : 

September fined for him, It is likely that | pagiony gpd aay? oe py Wes Sol ceseatiany severest, Gis lates we a a yeas Wass ane Ge 
Their attitude is that after all of| in addition to producing a group of | io on their own code which neces- | hold the industry's code, in order | cused Thomas of implying that 

the other companies have had their] eight pictures himself, he will also | sarily is closely aligned with the|to be effective, must incorporate| Metro and Loew stockholders wers 

Sales flash act, they will come out] supervise the product of Bernie Hy- box office. Sales meets—getting the| certain details which other indus- back of Twentieth Century. Gold- 

with theirs The exhibitors won't|man, Al Lewyn and Larry Wein] 1933-'34 routine started—have de-/| tries may be able to boil down to| wyn screamed that he would give 

buy, anyway, until they know what] garten, classed as supervisora by distribution’s formula. It is| generalities | $100,000 to charity if such allega- 


Warners is going to make, they say 








the studio 


layed 
pratind however, that if distribs hold 








(Continued on page 19) 


tions could be proved 
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Market Climbs to 


New Top on Eve 


Of Holiday; Loew's Breaks Through: 


Warners Pushed 


4 


By AL GREASON 


Capitalizing week-end trade re- 
ports of large optimism and the 
President’s definite pronouncement 
against temporary stabilization, the 
market went into a fresh burst of 
speed yesterday, affecting securities 
and commodities both. Wheat was 
up 4 cents, cotton gained $1.50 a 
bale, and the industrial averages 
made a new peak for the entire re- 
covery around 105 in the Dow Jones 
index. 

Amusements took a cautious part 
in the upturn, with Loew’s breaking 
through its former top to touch 
24%, while Warner Brothers on im- 
pressive volume around 70,000 
shares moved ahead to a double top 
at 6%, touched once before this 
year. The ticker performance was 
especially convincing, since this is 
the season at which there is gen- 
erally a falling off in the country’s 
heavy steel business, and there was 
a holiday just ahead which might 
be expected to attract profit-taking 
in view of the tremendous advance 
the market already has_ scored, 
arounting to something like 100% 


(Continued on page 24) 


COURT TOLD LOEW’S HAS 
NO INTEREST IN AGENCY 


Following the statement in VarieEry, 
June 20, that Loew’s had an inter- 
est in the Donahue & Coe adver- 
tising agency, Attorney Joseph Nu- 
nan, Jr., mentioned in open court On 
the same date that Loew’s had no 
interest in the agency. 

Attorney Nunan, counsel for Don- 
ahue & Coe, made this remark at 
the hearing held in the matter of 
the old Roxy receivership before 
Federal Judge Francis Caffey. The 
lawyer added he was also prepared 
to prove the old Roxy receivership 
owed money to Donahue & Coe. 


Skeuras Frisco Film 
~ Buy Confabs Called Off 


Los Angeles, July 3. 


Managerial confabs on forthcom- 
ing film buys, scheduled to be held 
$n San Francisco and San Jose early 
this week, have been called off by 
Charles Skouras, who with Reeves 
Espy and J. J. Sullivan were to have 
addressed both gatherings. 

Instead, the northern California 
district managers will hold their 
own product discussion meetings. 
All buying of product handled out 
of here by Skouras and Sullivan, 
instead of in New York as has been 
done for the past several years. 


No Bill Fox Deal 


Los Angeles, July 3. 


Attempt of Fox-West Coast, 
through Charles Skouras, to acquire 
operation of the Los Angeles as a 
second downtown first run house 
failed to materialize when Joe L~», 
operator of the Los Angeles for Wil- 
liam Fox, broke off negotiations. 

Skouras’ plan was to throw stage 
shows into the Los Angeles in op- 
position to the Paramount, just 
around the corner. Selected first 
run pix would be reserved for 
Loew’s State, at present the circuit's 
only downtown first run. 

Leo would have considered a pro- 
position that called for the top pix 
to go into the L. A., but couldn’t 
gee any advantage in the deal as 
@euggestcd by the F-WC. 























N. Y. to L. A. 


Lou Clayton. 
Al Jolson. 
Jack Pegler. 
Jack Robbins. 
Chic Sale. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Jeane Cohen 
Inez Courtney. 
Cliff Edwards. 
Charlies Wilshin. 
Dave Dreyes. 


to Double Top, 654 


Harrises Extending 


Pittsburgh, July 3. 

Harris Amusement Co., which sold 
out to Warners three years ago, is 
apparently out to extend its theatre 
holdings. Outfit has just taken over 
Lyric in Oil City, running its pres- 
ent string of houses to five, and 
irons are said to be in the fire for 
the acquisition of several more. 
Harrises have one other house in 
Oil City, the Drake. 

Senator Frank J. Harris is presi- 
dent of the Harris Amusement Co.., 
although believed to be in active 
control of extension policy is John 
H. Harris, until @ year ago zone 
manager for WB here. 


WITH ROBINSON OUT, 
ROXY CHANGED SHOW 


Clarke Robinson quit the Radio 
City Music Hall late last week fol- 
lowing an argument with Roxy. 
Dispute is said to have broken out 
at a production cabinet meeting 
with request made for his resigna- 
tion and Robinson being nothing 


loath. 

Robinson reached the big house 
from the old Roxy and stepped into 
the production breach following 
Roxy’s enforced absence due to ill 
health and shortly after the theatre 
adopted its film-stage presentation 
policy. His work is understood to 
have been well regarded by high 
RKO monitors. 

Whether or not the Robinson in- 
cident is a factor isn’t known, but 
the planned stage show for the 
coming week (Thursday) is cold. 
This was to have had Roxy and his 
Gang on the stage. It would have 
marked the first appearance of Roxy 
and his radio troupe together in 
about two years. It jibes with 
Roxy’s intention of occasionally tak- 
ing an ‘in person’ part in the stage 
presentments at the Music Hall but 
which intent has yet to be in- 
augurated. ; 

Robinson's duties as art director 
will now be assumed by Vincent 
Minnellf, previously in charge of the 
costume department. 

















Rosenberg on Pic Buys 
Los Angeles, July 3. 

Mike Rosenberg, operating head 
of Principal, is in Seattle, to dis 
cuss film buys for next season in 
the Northwest houses in which he 
is a partner. 

Rosenberg expects to be away 10 


days. 





Yesterday’s Prices 


Net 

Sales. High. Low.Last chee 
400 Am. Seat... 6% Ou + % 
1,400 Coi. Pic.. 20 19% 19% + % 
800 Cons. F... 4% 4% + % 


1,200 Con. F. pf. 12 11% 
7,100 Fast. K... 8% &% 8 +1 


5.900 Fox A...-. 3% 3% 3%+ % 
12.500 Loew .... 24% 235% 24% + % 

4.100 Par cts.... 1% 1% 1% + % 

1,500 Pathe .... 1% 1% 1% 

7.100 Pathe A.. 6% &% 6%+ % 
102,600 RCA aseeee 10% 10 10% + % 

3.600 RKO ..... 4% 4 4 

30 Univ. pf.. 30 30 3) «+1 


81,000 W. B..... 
200 W. B. pf.. 21% 21% 21% 





BONDS 
$3.000 Gen.T. cfs 4 7 4+% 
8,000 Keith .... 49 49 49 +2% 
6,000 Loew ..... 80% 80 804 
25.000 Par-F .... 18% 18% 17% +1% 
seen Par-P .... 17% 13 17 +1% 
31,000 W. B..... 36 36 36 +% 
CURB 
100 Col. P,... 20% 20% 20% + 
100 Tech. .... 8% 8% S8%4— % 
300 Trans-L... 3 2% 2% 








Indies Booking 
Combine Flivs 
In Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, July 3. 


Proposed scheme here for a book- 
ing combine of independent exhibit- 
ors fell through here last week when 
parties couldn’t reach an agreement. 
Syndicate was to have been spon- 
sored by a prominent theatre owner 
locally, with a central office for all 
indie booking, but terms couldn't 
be agreed upon and plan collapsed. 


A series of meetings between in- 
dependent theatre owners had prog- 
ressed almost to the point of or- 
ganization when a number of houses 
refused to string along. Promotor 
could have counted on at least a 
dozen theatres but idea was figured 
worthless unless all of the 50 indies 
in Pittsburgh proper came in on it. 
Exchanges were said to have been 
antagonistic towards combine, al- 
though this had nothing to do with 
plan’s failure. 


‘Nude World’ Oked in Chi 


Chicago, July 3. 


‘This Nude World,’ previously 
banned by police, opened at the 
Castle today (Monday). 

After two weeks of strife, house 
obtained _a permit over protests 
from civic bodies. 














San Francisco, July 3. 


The nudist film ‘Back to Nature’ 
is booked for two Bay district 
houses opening July 14, and handled 
by Floyd St. John of Co-operative 
exchange, who has western rights. 

Herman Cohen opens it at the 
Strand for 40c top, while Morgan 
Walsh takes it for the T & D, Oak- 
land, at 50c. 

Film played several days out of 
town in an effort to get general 
audience reaction, which was con- 
sidered quite good. 








Favor of Guild 


Peeved Writers Quit Academy in 


After Stormy Meet 





Hollywood, July 3. 

Resignations of writers from the 
Academy are beginning to pour in- 
to that organization following the 
passing of a resolution by the 
Screen Writers’ Guild Friday night 
(30) that the members resign forth- 
with from the writers’ branch of 
the Academy. 

This action culminates a smolder- 
ing feud that has been in evidence 
between factions in the two bodies 
since the Guild was reorganized to 
later vote for a ciosed snop for 
scenarists. 

Screen Guild at a heavily attend- 
ed meeting voted almost unani- 
mously in favor of the resolution 
drawn by the executive board, de- 
pite a preceding bitter debate in 
which a minority attempted to stem 
the tide of opposition to members 
holding allegiance to both bodies. 

Of the 124 writers in the Academy 
scenarist branch all but seven also 
belong to the Guild and in view of 
the few Guild members refusing to 
step out it is estimated that when 
the flood of resignations halt there’ll 
be less than a score representing 
‘this branch. 





At the stormy session members 
of the executive board and other 
leaders minced no words in their 
charges that no employee at a stu- 
dio could expect a square deal in 
the Academy and that it was vir- 
tually a company union, working 
wholly for the producer, 

Minority members attempted to 
ridicule these assertions, but they 
were snowed under in the vote that 
passed the resolution, 

John Natteford, John Meehan and 
Harvey Thew were elected to fill 
vacancies on the board brought 
about by the reducing of Howard 
J. Green and Grover Jones to asso- 
ciate members through accepting 
producer berths and the absence of 
Laurence Stallings. 

Decision to cut away from the 
Academy was prompted by a re- 
port read early to the effect that 
executive committees of the Dra- 
matist Guild and Authors’ League 
had agreed to stand back of the 
Guild in any action it might take. 
although it was stated that such 
promise could not be ratified by the 
full memberships of those bodies 





Hollywood 





department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and added to the regular weekly ly 

The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 

News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


ariety.’ 





in ‘Yemale,’ with Ruth Chatterton, 
for Warners. 

Ken Maynard's ‘Daring Danger’ 
starts, with Alan James megging. 





Chester Morris handed the top 
spot in U's ‘Kid Gloves.’ - 
New Deals 


Ernest B. Schoedsack and John 
Cromwell have made new deals with 
Radio to direct four pix each. 





Steve Roberts directs the much 
postponed ‘Lives of a Bengal 
Lancer,’ starting July 5 at Para- 
mount. Tops are Gary Cooper, 
Fredric March and Richard Arlen. 

‘Swift Arrow,’ Indian picture to 
be produced by Charles Rogers, will 
be made in Technicolor. 





After nine months of preparation, 
indications are that Metro’s ‘Tarzan 
and His Mate’ will get started next 
week, 





First for George Blackwood under 
his new Warner contract is the 
juve spot in ‘Red Meat.’ 





Warners is negotiating with 
Katherine Shepherd for her story, 
‘Newspaper Woman,’ wanting it for 
Kay Francis. 


WB Moves Up Two 
‘Female,’ Ruth Chatterton picture 





at Warners, scheduled for produc- 


tion late in July, is moved up to 
a July 5 starting date. William 
Dieterle will direct. Studio also 
moves up the Barbara Stanwyck 
film, ‘Ever in My Heart,’ going in 
July 12. 





David Lewis is new story depart- 
ment chief at Radio concurrently 
with his other duties as associate 
producer. Alexander McKaig, for- 
merly in the position, returns to 
New York. 





Lanfield Expensive 

Sidney Lanfield is out of Radio 
without having directed a picture. 
His stay on the lot cost the studio 
around $10,000 for salary. Claim- 
ing he was engaged to direct ‘Aggie 
Appleby,’ now abandoned, Lanfield 
is stated to have refused to take 
another assignment. 





LeRoy Prinz wants to film several 
sequences of his Paramount pic- 
tures in the closed Pantages, but 
is stuck because he can't find any- 
oe eee with whom to make the 

eal, 





After using Randolph Scott in 
five westerns, Paramount has loaned 
the player to Radio for a parlor 
Picture, ‘Sweet Chance.’ 





Joseph Konroof, who wrote the 
novel, ‘Coronet,’ is being brought 
here by Paramount to work on the 
next Josef Von Sternberg-Marlene 
Dietrich picture. 





With Herman Mankiewicz replac- 
ing Donald Ogden Stewart as super- 
visor of the Jack Pear] pic at Metro, 
present story has been discarded. 
been assigned to prepare an entirely 
new yarn. 





Correspondents of foreign news- 
papers and magazines are smiling 
again. Falling of the value of the 
dollar is adding something to each 
check, due to the changing ex- 
change rate. 





Metro, which nosed out Para- 
mount in the purchase of ‘Gaby 
Deslys,’ from Jack Kirkland and 
Melville Baker, has now sold it to 


the latter company. 





_ Universal has givn Zasu Pitts an 
eight-picture contract, to run two 
years. She can do outside work. 





Louise Fazenda Resuming 

William Hackney will meg first 
of the resumed Louise Fazenda 
series of two-reel comedies for U, 
starting July 7. Series of six was 
interrupted last year after the third 
when Miss Fazenda temporarily re- 
tired from pix to assume the role 
of motherhood. 





John Farrow hopped from Charles 
Rogers to Metro to script ‘How to 
Handle a Lady. 


Belgian Advise 
Radio bringing over Brigadier 
Constant Franke, Belgian army of- 
ficer, as technical director on the 
next Constance Bennett yarn, based 
on a war-time femme spy. 


Henry O'Neil here from New 
York to start his Warner termer. 
First two pictures are ‘Wild Boys 
of the Road’ and ‘Red Meat.’ 








Darryl Zanuck is after Frances 
Dee for the femme topspot in ‘The 
Bowery.’ 





Paramount has bought ‘Last Cur- 
tain,’ by Morton Barteaux and A}- 
fred Davis, for Sylvia Sidney, and 





until late in the summer or fal). 


“ ‘Man Who 


Broke His Heart,’ by 





i 


Phillip Faversham gets juve leadFrederick Schlick. Both are unpro-« 


duced plays. 





Austin Parker at Warners to 
adapt ‘Broadway and Back.’ 





Universal has Hans Kraly on a 
termer to write. 


M. K. Jerome writing the num- 
bers for ‘The New Deal,’ Myrt and 
Marge feature being made by Bryan 
Foy. Colinette directing dances, 


Medbury, Futter Make Up 
With John Medbury and Walter 
Futtter making up their differences, 
the comedy writer returns here 
soon to resume his gagging and 
titling for Futter shorts. 








George Hopkins’ comedy, ‘Unex- 
pected Pleasure,’ will be produced 
on the Coast this fall by Lew Can- 
tor and Tink Humphreys, with 
Genevieve Tobin in the lead. 





Jack Pear] arrived at Metro for 
‘Big Liar’ today (Monday). E@éa 
Wynn is scheduled to arrive July 
12 for his picture at the same 
studio. 





Smith and Dale landed here Sate 
urday to make two reelers for Co<- 
lumbia, 





Sol Lesser’s serialized ‘Tarzan’ 
has been booked at the Paramount. 
First time the deluxer has used a 
serial. 





Fox has optioned James O'Keefe, 
business manager of the studio 
music department, and Sammy Lee, 
dance director. 





Burton Lane and Harold Adam- 
son, Berlin contractees, are the 
latest of several sets of tunesmiths 
considered to write songs for 
Metro’s ‘Dancing Lady.’ 


Eskimo Wants Dough 
Alleging he was to get an addi- 
tional $100 for each week he had 
worked on ‘Igloo’ if it was released 
as a feature, Ray Wise, Eskimo ace 


tor, has filed suit against Scotte’ 


Artic Productions for $3,610. 





First film to be made by Grover 
Jones and William Slavins McNutt 
under their new Paramount writing, 
directing, producing contract will 
be ‘Captain Jerico,’ by Max Miller. 





Larry Darmour will release his 12 
‘Mickey McGuire’ shorts through 
Columbia. Comedies have been re< 
leased by Radio for six years. 





Alexander Pantages due back on 
the coast Friday (7). Has been in 
New York. 





Jack Kearns’ Agency 
Jack Kearns, fight manager, turn- 
ing agent and has organized the 
Kearns Agency. Capitalized at $25,< 
000. Edward I. Beck and Nina Becke 
nell are directors. 





Paramount cutting rooms are 
flooded with 10 pix in the editing 
stages this week as a result of pro- 
duction rush which put studio ahead 
of schedule. Only two in production 





currently, the lowest film peak in 
months. 
Ambassador management want 


to make Arthur Jarrett leader of 
an orchestra at the Cocoanut Grove 
to follow Abe Lyman when latter 
leaves late this summer. 





Topping 

While 20th Century is financing 
Roscoe Turner’s entry in the Na- 
tional Air Races as a bally, Colume- 
bia is dickering with the air ace to 
co-star with Jack Holt in an avia- 
tion pic if the aviator wins the 
Bendix cross-country flight trophy. 





Charles Laughton due here from 
England Thursday (6) for ‘White 
Woman’ at Par. 





Paul Sloan will meg Par’s western 
special ‘Lone Cowboy,’ the Will 
James story. 





Bert Kalmar, Harry Ruby, Jack 
Kirkland, Melville Baker, John Mc- 
Dermott, Mare Connelly, Ferdinand 
Rondon and Martinez Sierra off 
Par’s writing payroll. 





Charles MacArthur returned from 
Europe. Metro hasn’t assigned him 
as yet. 





Spanish picture, ‘Woman,’ in pro- 
duction at Fox Western with Cata- 
lina Barcena heading cast. 





Cliff Webster, vet vaude pit con- 
ductor at WB Downtown replaced 
by Herman S. Heller on orders from 
the studio. 





Through a change in venue the 
alienation of affections suit of Mrs. 


(Continued on page 45) 
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National Huddle Body to Block 
Idiotic Censors Is Idea of Showman 





tT 
San Diego, Cal., July 3. 

A national consulting body to 
bring the theatre-going public in 
closer touch with the picture indus- 
try and help to eliminate ill- 
advised censorship and _ similar 
problems through striking at the 
source of the trouble was advocated 
before the local Parent-Teacher 
association Better Films Confer- 
ence here by B. V. Sturdivant, Fox 
West-Coast division manager. 

Sturdivant also stressed the pos- 
sibility of governmental dictator- 
ship over films under the Roose- 
velt recovery act. 

Discussing his proposed national 
consulting body on better films, 
Sturdivant took the position that 
worthwhile organizations, particu- 
larly women’s clubs and Parent- 
Teacher associations, should im- 
mediately form such an organiza- 
tion, which, he said, should be rep- 
resented in every section of the 
country, with the country as a 
whole divided into districts. Dele- 
gates from the latter then should 
have quarterly meetings with rep- 
resentatives of producing and ex- 
hibiting organizations, as well as 
the Hays office. 

Discourage Censors 

‘Such a plan,’ Sturdivant said, 
fwill have a tendency to discourage 
the establishment of incompetent 
and politically controlled censor- 
ship organizations which have not 
succeeded in the past because of 
obvious reasons. Such an organ- 
{zation could work admirably under 
present conditions, and should the 
film industry be placed under a fed- 
eral dictatorship, such a plan would 
prove equally as effective.’ 

Discussing censorship of pictures, 
Sturdivant said in part: 

‘No other business, art or profes- 
gion is subjected to so much ill- 
advised, unintelligent, unwise and 
politically controlled censorship as 
is the picture industry. I hold no 
brief for the promiscuous use of 
questionable dialog, scenes or se- 
quences when they have no bearing 
on plot development, but often such 
are necessary, and they should be 
handled at all times within the 
bounds of propriety.’ 

Sturdivant dwelt at length on the 
National Recovery Act, which, he 
pointed out, it was the duty of the 
industry, as well as others, to con- 
sider in the light of a war-time 
emergency. 


Ohio’s 107 Tax Over 40c 
Won't Affect Cinemas 


Columbus, July 3. 

The State of Ohio is to place a 
10% tax on amusements, both 
houses of the state legislature hav- 
ing okayed the new law to this ef- 
fect Saturday, and the governor is 
expected to sign it almost at once. 
But, and this is a big but too, few 
film houses of the state will be af- 
fected by the new taxation. 

Governor White’s sales tax plan 
flopped miserably last week and the 
legislators then set up plans of their 
own for poor and school relief. The 
amusement tax is for poor relief 
only. Originally planned to be ef- 
fective on all admissions of 25c or 
more, the M.P.T.O. of Ohio, with 
Pete Wood as the guiding force, 
stepped in fast, showed the solons 
that it would cost as much to col- 
lect as it was worth and viola! the 
legislators passed the tax law ef- 
fective only on admissions of 41c or 
more. With practically every film 
in the state now operating at a 40c 
top, this is not so bad at that. 

Legit and concert stuff is recog- 
nized as hard hit and will probably 
be out completely soon, it is ex- 
pected, with baseball men already 
stating that Columbus and Toledo, 
both American Association towns, 
will lose their pro baseball teams 
after this year. 

College football is also weeping 
and wailing. With practically all 
dance spots dropping admissions 
from $1 plus tax to 40c a head, with 
no tax. Original estimates are that 
this new tax will net over $1,000,000 
per year for relief. 














Compson, Dilloway, Ches. 


Hollywood, July 3. 
3etty Compson and Donald | 


Oway have been given top spots | 
in the second Chesterfield produc- | 
tion ‘Notorious But Nice,’ starting | 


at the Sennett studios July 8. | 
Richard Thorpe will meg, 








FELD-CHATKIN SETTLE 


2 Weeks’ Salary Washes Up Their 
Large Contract Claims 








Paramount settled the breach of 
contract claims of Milton Feld and 
Dave Chatkin for two weeks’ salary 
to each. The two former Publix 
theatre operaters alleged a claim of 
over $90,000, together, against the 
company. Feld claimed something 
like $51,700 and Chatkin’s claim was 
around $40,000. The amount of set- 
tlement wasn’t detailed but figured 
to be around $1,750 to each of the 
two men. 

Settlement was effected after the 
parties had assembled before Su- 
preme Court Justice Gavegan, in 
New York, to try the issues, Mon- 
day (26). 


EXHIBS IN CODE 
CONCLAVES 
ALL OVER 


Omaha, July 3. 

Motion Picture Theatre Owners’ 
Association and Allied Exhibitors 
met in convention at Loyal hotel 
this week. Effort was concentrated 
on framing code to qualify under 
federal industrial act. Code will be 
submitted independent owners for a 
vote of confirmation before it is 
put up for federal sanction. Main 
points of attack in code were block 
booking, length of time between 


first and second runs, prices, and 
producer-owned theatres. 

Film exchange executives are 
hopeful that suburbans, especially, 
will have to adopt more established 
policies and that throat-cutting 
coupon gags will be ostracized. 
Latest outbreak along this line was 
first suburban showing of ‘Caval- 
cade’ accepting coupons. Exhibitors 
contract with distributors forbid 
this, so Ironfield, Fox distributor, 
had house checked and made bill- 
ing on basis of full admission for 
each customer. This is only one 
of squabbles caused by coupon sys- 
tem, and both exhibs and distribu- 
tors would like to stop it. Only 
way out seems to be a general re- 
duction in neighborhood prices, as 
product can’t be readily improved 
to give folks exceptional bargains 
they look for from neighborhoods. 

Voting on code by exhibitors is 
expected to be completed by July 
15, and acceptance of code will fore- 
cast contest between exhibitors and 
distributors. 











Pennsy’s % Squawk 


Philadelphia, July 3. 

At a meeting last week, the gen- 
eral M.P.T.O. industry code was ap- 
proved by the local branch, save for 
two clauses. Dave Barrist, local 
delegate to Chicago, was instructed 
to fight the score charges and also 
guarantees on percentage play dates. 
Local group wants definite ruling 
on both. 

Pennsylvania censors, generally 
targets for criticism, were praised 
for holding up ‘What Price Inno- 
cence,’ and protests were sent to 
Columbia for making it and the 
Hays office for allowing it to be 
made. Claimed it was the kind of 
a picture bad for general business. 

Two protests also sent to War- 
ners. First on 50% rate on ‘Gold 
Diggers’ and other for not specify- 
ing the rest of the eight specials 
on this year’s contract. M.P.T.O. 
group claims ‘Gold Diggers’ should 
be in this list, Warners denying, 





Aylesworth, Pere, Dies 


About to start on a brief vaca- 
tion, M. H. Aylesworth, president 
of NBC and RKO, went to Denver 
instead to attend the burial of his 
father, Dr. B. O. Aylesworth, 73, 
who died suddenly Saturday (1) in 
a Denver sanatorium, 

Dr. Aylesworth was a chancellor 
of Drake University, Des Moines. 
He also had been president of Colo- 
rado State Agricultural College at 
one time. - 








Recovery Chisel 


Although General Hugh 
Johnson is reported to have 
more publicists on his staff 
than any two major film com- 
panies, literally dozens of spe- 
cial service organizations have 
sprung up since the enactment 
of Roosevelt's industry rehabil- 
itation program. 

Most of these organizations 
are trying to sell the informa- 
tion which can be obtained 
free of charge from any and all 
of the Johnson press agents. 
They are calling their own 
work ‘a service’ and charging 
as much as $60 per subscrip- 
tion. Latter entitles holder to 
information on recovery pro- 
cedure from July, °33, until '35. 


ALLIED TO MAKE NO 
MOVE ON THE CODE 


Baltimore, July 3. 


Allied is apparently pledged to a 
policy of watchful waiting as far 
as the Roosevelt administration's 
pet Industry Control bill is con- 
cerned. Allied is scheduled _ to 
make no overt move to formulate 
any policy or code regarding the 
Control Bill, but will wait until ac- 
tion is taken by other organiza- 
tions in the picture business before 
it itself decides upon any particular 
plan or resolution. 


This waiting policy is based upon 
Allied’s assumption that the Con- 
trol Bill does not affect directly 
the indie ‘exhibitors, since the con- 
trol bill touches only those enter- 
prises doing an interstate business. 
It may touch the producers and 
distributors, or even the national 
theatre circuits with holdings in 
more than one state, but only in 
rare instances would the inter- 
state clause bring an indie op- 
erator into the realm of the con- 
trol bill. 

For this reason Allied is plan- 
ning to make no move but to await 
any codes that may be set up by the 
producers, distributors and na- 
tional circuits, and then only will 
set up its own policy resolution to 
meet the situation as brought 
about by the Hays group or the 
MPTOA, 

This is the general picture drawn 
by the local Allied organization, 
the MPTO of Maryland, which last 
week had the Control Bill ex- 
pounded and clarified by the gen- 
eral counsel for the national AUied 
group, Abram F. Myers. 

















Behrman-Levant East 


Hollywood, July 3. 

S. N. Behrman and Oscar Le- 
vant fly to New York late this 
week. 

Musiker Levant takes leave of 
absence from Fox for a vacash, 
while Writer Behrman goes east 
for the Broadway production of his 





+ 


CABINET MEETINGS OFF 


Franklin Stops "Em at RKO for 
Over Summer Anyway 





Harold Franklin has recessed his 
cabinet meetings at RKO for about 
a month. Intermission is slated to 
begin immediately and continue un- 
til after the termination of the cir- 
cuit’s Midsummer Festival cam- 
paign around Aug. 1. Maybe the 
cabinet sessions will be called off 
altogether, 

Cabinet meetings at RKO usually 
attended by all heads of depart- 
ments. Formerly they were held 
thrice weekly but some time ago 
were cut down to two sessions per 
week. 


COAST FINDING 
ITS NABE MATS 
A HEADACHE 


Los Angeles, July 3. 

With the exception of two Fox 
West Coast houses, daily matinees 
(excepting Saturday-Sunday) have 
virtually disappeared in the Los 
Angeles naborhoods. Condition 
does not apply to the local beach 
towns, where daily mats are the 
usual thing, but outside of the 
downtown and Hollywood biz sec- 
tions, the afternoon performances 
have been abandoned as unprofit- 
able, 

Two circuit houses that continue 
an afternoon-night policy daily are 
the Wilshire and the Westlake, for- 
mer in the so-called exclusive Wil- 
shire section, and the Westlake, 
close to the midtown park bearing 
the same name. Not a single indie 
exhib, presently, is buring up elec- 
tricity in a play for afternoon at- 
tendance, other than the customary 
week-end mats. 

House managers and circuit heads 
are aware that downtown first and 
subsequent run houses get a big 
matinee play, particularly from 
shopping crowds, but they have also 
learned to their financial loss that 
any attempt to compete with the 
downtowners, by running daily 
mats in the nabe houses, is reflect- 
ed in night attendance, with its 
correspondingly higher b. o. tariff. 

Result has been that most of the 
nabe houses now open their doors 
nightly at 6:30, instead of getting 
under way at 2 or 3 in the after- 











play, ‘Love Story.’ 


noon, 





Some Inside Stuff in Penn. Bar 





Matter of Col’s ‘Innocence’ and Indie Exhibs 
Agreeing with Censors 





Even if pictures are clean and 
wholesome, if the advertising and 
exploitation implies otherwise cen- 
sors will not hold the bag in de- 
ceiving the public, Official notice 
to this effect was served upon in- 
dustry leaders during the past 
week. It isn’t just one state or 
city, it’s general on the part of 
U. S. censors, according to picture 
guardians. 

Matters came more or less to an 
obvious head in the past few days 
with the Philadelphia treatment of 
Columbia’s ‘What Price Innocence.’ 
The picture, pronounced as harm- 
less and even inane by most of 
the reviewers, including Variery, 
was held up. Philadelphia’s board 
has had the reputation of being es- 
pecially harsh on sex during the 
past decade, 

There igs 
underway 
Pennsylvania and 
Jersey happen to 
censor board. Columbia's ex- 
change manager reported to the 
home office that he was certain 


an investigation now 
as to how exhibitors of 
Southern New 
agree with the 





most of the theatre owners au- 
thorizing the banning resolution 


had not seen the feature at the 
time, In neutral sources of the 
business a ‘sensational revelation’ 
is promised at the conclusion of the 
investigation. The picture’ will 
probably be re-reviewed by the 
Philly cutters. 
Noise Excuse 

Meantime ‘Innocence’ is proving 
little more than an opportunity for 
other censors to make noise. Re- 
ports reaching picture headquar- 
ters are that time and again a 
board has okayed a picture, sub- 
sequently okayed by the news- 
papers, just to be made fools of 
in the eyes of the public by ad- 
mittedly misleading exploitation. 

Circuits are conceded as much 
offending in this kind of advertis- 
ing as indie exhibs. The press 
books prepared by home offices are 
scrutinized and passed upon by the 


Coast Producers Are Told That — 
Govt. Will Not Frown Upon Any 
Cuts on Salaries Over $500 Whly. 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Hays organization at its meeting 
today (Monday) told the director- 
members that for working out the 
national recovery act code and hay- 
ing it function the organization 
would name its own control beard 
consisting of studio heads as mem- 
bers and they would be responsible 
to the Government for conditions 
in the industry. 

The Government wants people 
working, it has no sympathy for 
anyone earning over $500 weekly, 
and that chopping of salaries above 
that amount would be countenanced 
and backed by the Government if a 
howl is let out by those affected 


was the essence of the conference. 
Directors of the Producers asso- 
ciation met this afternoon (Men- 
day) with Will Hays presiding for 
enlightenment on the industrial re- 
covery act code. 

Sundry Co-ordination Plans 
Hays had numerous coordination 
plans which he submitted to the 
body and told members he would 
confer with all persons here inter- 
ested in aiding the recovery act. 
Wants their ideas and suggestions. 
He ig expected to offer concrete 
formula for salary adjustments of 
the higher paid people in the indus- 
try at subsequent sessions. 

Writers’ Club at its last meeting 
expected all union heads to show 
up as they did at the initial session 
June 22. None appeared, the audi- 
ence being limited to five members 
of the Screen Guild. Meanwhile 
the union members are holding their 
own independent conclaves on the 
theory that the recovery bill will 
give them ‘fewer hours, more pay 
and employment for those at pres- 
ent out in the cold.’ 

Indications are that the Al Cohn 
group will either disband or seek 
to edge in on the Hays organization. 
At the outset it was their emphatic 
declaration that they would shun 
all traffic with the Hays outfit, 
claiming that Washington would 
never pay attention to a producer- 
conceived code. 


FILES OBJECTIONS TO 
PAY FOR ROXY RECVR. 


In registering further objection 
to paying Harry Kosch an addi- 
tional fee of $10,000 for his former 
services as receiver of the old 
Roxy, Columbia Pictures, through 
Attorney Rosenblatt, of the Nathan 
Burkan office, filed additional ex- 
ceptions Wednesday (28) before 
Federal Judge Caffey. Columbia is 
a creditor with something like a 
$1,500 claim against the receiver- 
ship estate. Present receiver of the 
theatre is Howard Cullman. 

Among Columbia’s exceptions Is 
one concerning Kosch’s employ- 
ment of H. Newins as assistant at 
a weekly salary of $400. Also, the 
employment of William Fallon, in a 
publicity job at $100 weekly. It 
was charged by Rosenblatt that 
Fallon, on the last week of his em- 
ployment, didn’t even show up for 
work, 

Other objection by Columbia 
were on the question of talent 
salaries at the old Roxy, claiming 
several acts received unduly high 
salaries, not commensurate with 
their past pay in theatres. 

It was indicated at the hearing 
that the matter of finally settling 
Kosch’s status might go over to the 
fall, 








Ad Agency Matter 


Also brought up in one of the 
lawyers’ observations to the court 
was that the question of the re- 
ceivership estate’s alleged claims 
of certain shrinkage money from 
advertising rates, against the 
Donahue & Coe agency, would also 


g0 over until then. 

In the meantime, the lawyers and 
other parties to the case have been 
given until July 24 for settlement 


of presently disputed facts and 
generally clarify their clients’ posi 





Hays office before they are en- 
tered into circulation, Distortion 
of the book contents, plus original 
interpretations or ‘selling ideas’ of 
the manager, exhib or house press 
agent are now being blamed for the 
current censor mess, one. that 
Hollywood can in no way alle- 
viate, 


tion in the matter 
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Holiday Exodus No Help to LA. 


‘Mayor Hell Healthy 24's in 2 
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Los Angeles, July 3. 

That four day holiday which was 
pretty much prevalent locally sort 
of took the sails out of the local 
houses over the week-end and Inde- 
pendence Day. Folks hit for the 
beaches, mountains and other near- 
by spots Friday nite (30), and that 
hurt. 

Beside the four-day holiday, the 
national air races which started 
July 1 and run inclusive to the 4th, 
helped jab picture box office returns, 
with theatres heavily hit Saturday. 

One new house, the Criterion, was 
added to the first-run list. Reopened 
after six months of darkness and 
operated by its original owner, T. L. 
Tally, with ‘Barbarian’ nite of (30) 
at a $2 gaff. Lots of ceremony, etc., 
gave it fair start. 

Chinese still proves to be the 
leader of the caravan with ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1933’ in its fifth week 
and possibly another four or five 
etanzas to go. 

State with ‘I Loved You Wednes- 
day’ and Ted Fiorito on stage leads 
the rest of the field, looking as 


Everything’s Wham! Bang! 
And Hurrah! at Cincy’s B.0 


Cincinnati, July 3. 


Snappier product as a whole on 
the ace screens this week and biz 
sounding a 4th of July bang. ‘Hold 
Your Man’ is the loudest box office 
cracker. ‘Melody Cruise’ is sky- 
rocketing the Lyric beyond expec- 
tations, and ‘What Price Innocence’ 
is sweet fireworks for the Palace. 


Carnera-Sharkey fight clips are 
bulging the Grand’s receipts. ‘Gold 
Diggers’ sparkling in fourth week. 
Only fizzle in pack is ‘Be Mine To- 
night,’ held by Universal for fifth 
week at the Tiny Ufa auditorium, 
and why is what has film row guess- 
ing. 





Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 25-50)— 
‘Hold Your Man’ (MG). Gable- 
Harlow fetching lovey-dovey trade 
to tune of $10,500, okay. Last week 


though it will do around $16,500. | ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par) $8,100, swell, 


Paramount, on the other hand, 


the Cincy locale of story helping 


slumped off with ‘Jennie Gerhardt,’ | biz. 


that was figured for two weeks, g0o- 
ing out at the end of the current 
stanza with around $15,500. 

Cagney name is still local magnet 
and his ‘The Mayor of Hell’ is bol- 
stering trade considerably at the 
two Warner houses over the take of 
several preceding weeks. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 25-50)— 
‘What Price Innocence’ (Col). Added 
advertising and flash sex front 


swelling take to $7,000, good. Last 


week ‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox), $5,300, 


fair. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 25-50)— 
‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO). Extra ad 


‘Secrets’ bows out of the Tower space in dailies an aid for $8,500, 


Tuesday (4) after a 17-day run, al- 
lowing Jolson’s ‘Hallelujah I'm a 
Bum’ to follow instead of ‘I Cover 
the Water Front,’ previously adver- 
tised and which will come next. 
RKO, after two weeks with fair 
but not: encouraging returns on its 


socko. 
(Col) $3,700, n. s. h. 


‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). 
final week, a record run for this 
house and a rarity for any Cincy 
theatre in recent years, pulling $4,- 


Last week ‘Cocktail Hour’ 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
In fourth and 


stage policy, sloughed off a bit with 500, fine. Last week, $6,800, great. 
‘Cocktail Hour. Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30)— 
Estimates for This Week ‘Eleventh Commandment’ (Stand), 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 50- 
$1.50). ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB) 
and stage show (5th week). 
holding up in great shape and had 
heavy advance over the holidays. 
Should hit around the $18,000 mark. 
Last week biggest since opening, 
$19,000, meaning neat profit. 

Criterion (Tally) (1,600; 25-40), 
‘The Barbarian’ (MC) and stage 
show. Started off at fair pace with 
$2 premiere and will do oke in get- 
ting around $5,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70), 
‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. This Archie Mayo pix with 
Jimmy Cagney looks like a healthy 
$11,500. Last week ‘Ex-Lady’ (WB), 
not so keen at $7,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65), 
‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. Cagney always helpful here 
so around $12;500, plenty good. Last 
week ‘Ex-Lady’ (WB), not hot at 
all around $7,8C0. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25), ‘Dangerous Crossroads’ (Col) 
and ‘Sucker Money’ (Kent). Just a 
slow creep here to about $3,900. Last 
week ‘Yes, Mr. Brown’ (UA) and 
‘Love Is Like *"That’ (Chesterfield), 
had tough struggle to get $3,400. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
40), ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par) and 
stage show. Pic seemed to have 
been ballyhooed wrongly, forgetting 
Dreiser b.o. value with result take- 
off day only $2,000 and may come 


off. Last week ‘College Humor’ 
(Par), second week, helped by 
couple of Bing Crosby personals, hit 
$16,500, big. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40), ‘Cocktail 
Hour’ (Col) and stage show. Noth- 
ing much enticing in double fare 
here but the Carnera-Sharkey pic- 
tures are a local scoop, helping to 
$6,500, after a very weak Friday and 
Saturday, when only an aggregate 
$1,200 was clocked. Last week 
‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO), pretty good 
at little over $7,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40), 
™ Loved You Wednesday’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Got corking good start 
and should do an easy $16,500. Last 
week ‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG), 
with Ted Fiorito help, nice $16,000. 
Fiorito also current. 

Tower (Principal) (950; 25-40), 
*Secrets’ (UA) (3rd week). For final 


10 days of Pickford picture going | 


out (4) an even $5,000, which is 


profit for house. 





Two Branches Ratify 


Hollywood, July 3. 
Technicians branch of the Acad- 
emy Thursday (29) ratified the 
new by-laws of the organization 


at a moctiny attended by 120 of 
the 234 members. 
Actors had okayed the new 


rules the night before. Directors, 
producers and writers are expected 


second local showing, with Carnera- 


Sharkey bout clips added for full 


Still | week. Looks like $2,500, okay. Last 
week 


‘Below the Sea’ (Col), and 
‘Girl Missing’ (WB), split week, $1,- 


15-25)— 


800, mild. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 


‘Love Is Like That’ (FD), and ‘Un- 
known Valley’ 
$1,000, blah. 


(Col). Split week. 
Last week ‘Bondage’ 


(Fox), and ‘Shiek in the Night’ 


(FD), $1,700, fair enough. 





$15,000 for ‘Ladies’ 
And ‘Humor’ at $9,000 
Dominate K.C. Films 


Kansas City, July 3. 


After a number of Sunday open- 
ings the Midland has changed to 
Saturdays. All other downtown 
houses opening either Friday or 
Saturday and it left the huge Mid- 
land with a week-old picture on 
Saturdays against the new ones and 
it hurt. House retains its 25-cent 
policy, but the exclusive tag on its 
pictures is off. Films will be avail- 
able to other houses in both Kansas 
Cities after due protection. 

This week offerings average bet- 
ter than for some time. Newman 
has ‘College Humor’ and after a $21,- 
800 week with Cab Calloway, big, 
the Mainstreet is showing ‘Melody 
Cruise’ to fair biz. Last week the 
heat breaking all June records, busi- 
ness was spotty. 

Manager George Baker, of the 
Newman, put over a surprise on his 
Saturday midnight audience when 
he gave them ‘Gold Diggers’ without 
any previous announcement. Picture 
was not set for showing for a couple 
of weeks. He wanted the reaction 
and got it. 

Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-15-20) 
‘Parole Girl’ (Col) and ‘Girl Missing’ 
(WB). Grinding along for fair 
$1,800. Last week ‘Keyhole’ (WB) 
and ‘Private Jones’ (U) also $1,800. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,000; 25-40) 
‘Melody Cruise’ (Radio). Looks close 
to fair $6,500. Last week ‘Woman I 
Stole’ (Col) and Cab Calloway band, 
doing four and five daily, capacity 
at all times with some customers 
standing in aisles for late shows; a 
big $21,800. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25) ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ (MG). Opened Satur- 
day under change of policy; seems 
best for some time and and prob- 
ably $15,000, excellent. Last week 
‘Barbarian’ (MG) on six days $7,900, 
fair, 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40) ‘Col- 
lege Humor’ (Par). A swell $9,000. 
Last week ‘Private Detective 62’ 
(WB) $7,000, oke. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40) ‘Little 
Giant (FN). Nice $4,500. Last week 








to put their okay on the by-laws 
this week. 


‘Lilly Turner’ (WB) £3,000. 


$5,500 L’VILLE’S BEST 


Harlow-Gable Town’s Tops at 
Loew’s—Otherwise Off 








Louisville, July 3. 

Brown was forced to substitute 
‘Bondage’ for ‘Bed of Roses’ at last 
minute, due to change on general 
release date of Constance Bennett 
film. Rialto goes straight pictures 
July 7, dropping vaude for summer. 

Loew's beauty revue and ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ whipped hot weather 
for theatre last week and combined 
s.a. of Jean Harlow and Clark 
Gable expected to knock sox off de- 
votees of sex this week. 

Ted Claire doing well as succes- 
sor to Al Belasco as m. of c. at 
Rialto. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-40), ‘Hold Your 
Man’ (MG) with Harlow-Gable 
combine and Muriel Kirkland, for- 
mer stock player here, getting big 
$5,500; last week ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ and beaut revue, $4,900. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3.000; 25- 

30-40-60), ‘Girl in 419’ (Par) and 
vaudeville; $4,200, weak; last week 
‘Little Giant’ (FN) and vaude, $4,- 
700, okay. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
40), ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par). Off 
at $2,700: last week ‘College Humor’ 
(Par), $3,200. 

Brown (1,500; 15-25-40), ‘Bondage’ 

(Fox). With last-minute change 
from ‘Bed of Roses’ will do well to 
get $1,300; last week ‘Melody Cruise’ 
(Radio), fair at $1,500. 
Alamo (950; 15-20-25), ‘Pleasure 
Cruise’ (Fox). $900, bad; last week 
‘Professional Sweetheart’ (Radio), 
$1,000. 


‘DIGGERS’ AND ‘HOLD’ 
$11,700, INDIANAPOLIS 


Indianapolis, July 3. 

In spite of unprecedented hot 
weather ‘Gold Diggers,’ at the 
Circle, and ‘Hold Your Man,’ at the 
Palace, are running a grim race for 
honors: this week. Looks like the 
former will finish in front with a 
healthy $6,500, at least two grand 
better than anything the house has 
done in weeks. Plans being made 
to hold over the attraction. Gable- 
Harlow film should wind up around 
$5,200. 

These two houses hurting ‘Ari- 
zona to Broadway,’ at the Lyric. 
This house is in its first week minus 
vaude. 

With the Indiana dark, town may 
be left with only three downtown 
first runs next week unless unset- 
tled affairs at the Lyric are 
straightened out. At the petition 
of the land owners, a court order to 
vacate the property was. served 
Saturday on the Fourth Avenue 
Amusement Co. operators. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40), ‘Best of Enemies’ (Fox). Noth- 
ing but overflow from other houses 
this week; won't be able to ring up 
more than $2,000, bad. Last week 
‘I Loved You Wednesday’ (Fox) a 
satisfying $4,000. 

Circle (Circle) (2,600; 25-40), 
‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). Whipping the 
town and will warrant a holdover 
with at least $6,500. Last week 
‘Working Man’ (WB) a fairly good 
$4,100. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave) (2,600; 25- 
40), ‘Arizona to Broadway’ (F'ox). 
Gallant bid for business in first 
week without vaudeville and may 
come out with fair $3,800. Last 
week ‘Emergency Call’ (Radio) and 
vaude a creditable $6,000. 














Palace (Loew) (2,800. 25-40), 
‘Hold Your Man’ (M-G). Not up 
to expectations with little more 


than moderately good $5,200; ‘Gold 
Diggers’ cutting in. Last week 
‘Waterfront’ (UA) $4,200, mediocre. 


Q.T. in N.H., 4th’s Effect 


New Haven, July 3. 

A quiet week is in store for film 
houses with the town deserted in 
favor of holiday vacation spots, 
Next eight weeks will probably be 
light ones. 

Last week Palace played Lanny 
Ross three days as stage fare feeler, 
with results okay enough to assure 
additional bookings along similar 
lines. 

Paramount plugging heavily 
showing of Carnera-Sharkey fight 
films. Nabes are playing return en- 
gagements on ‘Farewell to Arms’ 
hereabouts. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50)—‘Gambling Ship’ and ‘Perfect 
Understanding.’ Getting but mild 
attention at $5,000. Last week ‘Col- 








lege Humor’ (Par) and ‘Sunset 
Pass,’ $6,300, so-so. 
Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 


‘Hold Your Man’ (MG) and ‘When 
Strangers Marry. Summer slump 
will probably hold this to a fair 
$5,000. Last week ‘Nuisance’ (MG) 
and ‘Loved You Wednesday’ (Fox) 
and Lanny Ross on stage got a nice 
$6,100, with Ross credited for. a big 
share of biz. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Baby Face’ (WB) and ‘Silk 
Express’ (WB). Set for a low $3,- 
500. Last week ‘Detective 62’ and 
‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO) took a bad 
licking at $2.700. 





Philly 30%, Off Because of the 4th: os 
‘Jennie, 96; Heroes, 14G, Okay 





‘College Humor,’ $12,000, 
OK, New’k; Weather Break 


Newark, July 3. 


The same story of the weather; 
continuously bad for boxoffice. It 
cooled a little Sunday but too late 
to keep them home and unless the 
weather man has a heart it’s going 
to be just too bad on the Fourth. 


However, ‘College Humor’ opened 
okay at the Paramount-Newark and 
may hit a nice $8,000, with more 
hoped. Just to be perverse they 
decided not to open ‘Baby Face’ yet 
at the Branford and are holding 
‘Cold Diggers’ for one day over 
three weeks. ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
at Loew’s ought to break $10,000 
whlie it’s hard to tell what the fight 
pictures will lift Proctor’s to as they 
had to open without announcement. 


The Little couldn’t take it any 
more and quit. It’s a shame Hitler 
wrecked this for the owners who 
bought the place to run German 
flickers in. 

Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-30-50- 
60-65), ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) (3d 
week). Pretty sure of $8,000 and 
better with a cold Fourth. A nice 
engagement anyway with the sec- 
ond week despite weather reaching 
$10,200. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50), 
‘Elmer the Creat’ (FN) and ‘Girl in 
419’ (Par). ‘Ought to skirt $5,000. 
Last week ‘Little Giant’ (FN) and 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) okay with 
$4,600. 
Loew’s Staite (2,780; 15-75), ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ (MG) and vaude. 
Probably over $10,000. Last week 
‘Waterfront’ (UA) good at nearly 
$12,000. 
Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
75), ‘College Humor’ (Par) and 
vaude. Looks nice and should be 
good for better than a neat $8,000. 
Last week ‘Terror Aboard’ (Par) 
came a terrible cropper with $4,500. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-75), 
‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO) and Carnera 
fight, and vaude. Fight films should 





make this hum over $10,000. Last 
week ‘Ann Carver’s’ Profession’ 
(Col) shaky at $7,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15- 


50), ‘I Loved You Wednesday’ (Fox) 
and ‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par). 
Repeating the West picture a good 
move and maybe this will swing 
clear over $3,500. Last week ‘Devil's 
Brother’ (MG) and ‘Circus Queen 
Murder’ (Col), $3,100. 


Montreal So Wilted 


Even Cooling Plants 
Don’t Appeal to "Em 








Montreal, July 8. 

Severest heat wave for a quarter 
of a century struck Montreal since 
June 25 and held up to July, with 
unprecedented drop in grosses and 
empty theatres. Fans took to parks 
and outside resorts, despite frantic 
efforts of film men to represent the- 
atres as ice-cooled. At that, they 
were the coolest spots in town, but 
customers refused to be shown. 

Palace, with a humdinger, ‘When 
Ladies Meet,’ would ordinarily have 
hit five figures, but if heat holds 
will be lucky to get $7,000. Week- 
end national holiday Saturday (1) 
took most people out of town with 
poor showing on best days of week. 
Capitol shows ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
and ‘The Nuisance,’ another dual, 
but $6,000 is best estimate. Loew’s, 
another house now running brace of 
pix, has ‘Peg 0’ My Heart’ and ‘Pic- 
ture Snatcher’; has the seatage but 
won't get them filled any day with 
gross no better than $6,500. Princess 
has ‘Good Companions’ and ‘King of 
the Ritz’ and will do well if it hits 
$4,000. Imperial and Cinema de 
Paris with average French films 
should get $1,500 and $700, respec- 
tively. 

His Majesty’s goes dark indefi- 
nitely after a mediocre week on 
‘Moonshine and Honeysuckle.’ Nabes 
without exception in the red. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 25- 
1.50) dark. Last week, ‘Moonshine 
and Honeysuckle’ (legit), about 
$3,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700: 60) ‘When La- 
dies Meet’ (MG). Fine picture but 
heat will kill it with $7,000 at best. 
— week ‘Hell Below’ (M-G) $7,- 
500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50) ‘Reunion 
in ‘Vienna’ (MG) and ‘The Nui- 
sance’ (M-G). Looks $6,000 is about 
the limit. Last week ‘Little Giant’ 
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Philadelphia, July 3. 

Scorching weather and the un- 
precedented holiday exodus will 
hold the week’s grosses way down 
and there’s nothing big enough as a 
boxoffice draw to offset these con- 
ditions. Count it a 30% beiow aver. 
age week and you'll hit close to the 
truth. 


‘Gold Diggers’ ended its stay at 
the Stanley Monday (3), giving this 
big revue four weeks. S-W tried 
hard to plug and push the musical 
to beat the ‘42nd Street’ record, and 
did as far as days were concerned 
but not as regards figures. Better 
than $65,000 indicated for the full 
four weeks, with the range going 
from $25,000 first week to $8,500 in 
the last. 


‘Jennie Gerhardt,’ despite plenty 
of attention in the dailies and extra 
advertising, hasn’t set any world’s 
records at the Boyd. It gets only a 
single week according to present 
plans with ‘When Ladies Meet’ 
opening Wednesday. There’s just 
a small chance, however, that ‘Ger- 
hardt’ may be held for a few days. 
In its first week, ending today 
(Monday) it won't beat $9,000. 


The Fox has ‘Arizona to Broad- 
way’ and Phil Spitalny and his 
bunch on the stage. A sad $12,000 
seems in order unless rain Monday 
and Tuesday drives some of the mob 
back from the shore. The Earle 
has Milton Berle on the stage and 
Barthelmess’ ‘Heroes for Sale’. on 
the screen—a fairly likely combina- 
tion. Might get $14,000. 


The Stanton figured for some im- 
provement with Cagney’s ‘Mayor of 
Hell’ but it hasn’t been shown in 
the biz so far. Nothing over $7,000 
possible and likely to hit nearer 
$6,000. 

Karlton has ‘Cocktail Hour’ 
brought in when ‘Professional 
Sweetheart’ proved a complete dud, 
and Bebe Daniels’ film, moved here 
from Boyd will probably get a com- 
plete week which would bring Karl- 
ton’s next change to Tuesday, same 
date as Boyd. Attempt will prob- 
bably be made, however, to return 
to former policy of Friday openings. 


Arcadia gets a first-run in ‘Per- 
fect Understanding,’ with Swanson 
on Thursday and may do some trade 
despite film’s alleged shortcomings. 
On the same date, the Stanton gets 
‘I Love That Man,’ to follow ‘Mayor 
of Hell,’ Stanley’s next, opening to- 
morrow (Tuesday) is ‘The Eagle 
and the Hawk.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50), ‘Reunion 
in Vienna’ (MG). Second showing 
which should be profitable for thig 
smart little house; $2,400 indicated, 
Last week ‘Hell Below’ (MG), $2,200, 
mediocre. 

Aldine (1,500; 40-55-65), ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ (U). Reported for third 
week despite mild trade. Figures 
for around $5,500 this week, as 
against last week’s $8,000, giving it 
a little better than expected on fort- 
night. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55), ‘Jennie Gere 
hardt’ (Par). Chances of holding 
beyond week not big. ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ (MG) likely to bow in on ¢th 
or maybe Wednesday. Sylvia Sid- 
ney picture figures for $9,000 or 
close to it. 

Earle (2,000; 40-66), ‘Heroes for 
Sale’ (FN) and vaude. Milton Berle 
on stage. Fairly good combo and 
$14,000 not unlikely, despite holiday 
exodus. Last week ‘Murders in the 
Zoo’ (Par) and vaude weak $13,000. 

Fox (3,000; 35-55-75), ‘Arizona to 
Broadway’ (Fox) and stage show 
with Phil Spitalny orchestra on 
Stage. Ordinary $12,000 forecast. 
Last week ‘Best of Enemies’ (Fox) 
and stage show, $13,500, not so forte. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-50), ‘Cock- 
tail Hour’ (Col). Moved here from 
Boyd when ‘Professional Sweet- 
heart’ (RKO) flopped with $1,400 
in three days. ‘Cocktail Hour’ will 
get $2,700 in filling out the week 
and ought to stay three more days. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65), ‘Gold 
Diggers’ (WB). Will get $8,500 or 
better in fourth week. ‘Eagle and 
the Hawk’ (Par) in on Tuesday. 

Stanton (1,700; 40-55), ‘Mayor of 
Hell’ (WB). Should boost house’s 
recent dismal average to nearly 
$7,000. ‘Girl in 419° (Par) last week 
hauled a bad $5,800. 





ceed $6,500. Last week ‘Central Air- 


port’ (WB) and ‘Jimmy Dolan’ 
(WB) about $6,000. 
Princess (CT) (1,900; 50) ‘Good 


Companions’ (Regal) and ‘King of 
the Ritz’ (Regal). Maybe $4,000. Last 
week ‘Ann Carver’ (Col) and ‘Sol- 
diers of Storm’ (Col) $3,500. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,900; 
40) ‘Les Bleus de l’Amour,’ $1,500. 
Last week, ‘28 Jours de Clairette, 
$1,250. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Films) 
(600; 25) “Theodore & Cie’ (2nd 





(WB) and ‘Our Betters’ (RKO) 
around $5,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 50) ‘Peg o’ 
My Heart’ (M-G) and ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ (M-G). Net liable to ex- 


week), $700. Last week pix grossed 


io, 
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Tourists Keep Loop Awake Nights: 
‘College Humor’ Looks Like $50,000: 


Jack Benny Helps Palace, $25,000 


Chicago, July 3. 

One thing has been remarked by 
loop showmen concerning the tourist 
trade. It is especially evident at the 
late performances. For the past 
several years attendance after 9.30 
p. m. has consistently fallen off so 
that the last show generally found 


a half empty auditorium. However, 
the World’s Fair visitors get the 
cinematic urge just about that time 
and the box offices have been busy 
as late as 10.30. Over the holiday 
weekend B&K will sell tickets right 
up to midnight to accommodate the 
owls. 

Presumably tourists living in 
downtown hotels and not having 
to work don’t want to go to bed 
tod early. After resting from their 
sightseeing they start wandering 
around the downtown section look- 
ing for entertainment. 

Loop is in a much happier frame 
of mind than for a long time. This 
week the Chicago may see $50,000 
with ‘College Humor’ (Par) and 
Harry Richman while the Palace 
has an outside chance to grasp 
over $25,000 with Jack Benny plus 
‘Professional Sweetheart’ 
These sock grosses will result frem 


a combination of the right show and: 


a. holiday break: extending from 
Saturday to Tuesday. Department 


stores and other places will be closed . 


Monday and all.of this is supposed 
to help swell the flood of out-of- 
tewn patronage. . About 1,000,000 
people are expected to come to the 
World's Fair in six days. 

Harry Richman’s deal with the 
Chicago theatre has created some 
talk locally in that he gets per- 
centage on top of a salary guar- 
antee. With a holiday stretch and 
a strong box office film Richman 
looks to carry away a satchel full of 
éoin on the smart terms he ob- 
tained. 
nk Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
—‘ College Humor’ (Par) and stage 
show. Got $6,500 Friday and first 
sidewalk holdouts since midwinter. 
With tremendous July 4th week- 
end looks like near $50,000, socko. 
Added midnight performance Sat- 
Sun-Mon for holiday mob. ‘College 
Humor’ will go into Roosevelt for 
follow-up week after Chicago en- 
gagement. Harry Richman head- 
liner but on previous appearances 
never was pronounced box office so 
credit is largely given film. Last 
week ‘I Love You Wednesday’ (Fox) 
got okay $32,000. 

McVicker’s (B&K) (2,284; 25-55) 
—I Love That Woman’ (Par). 
Holidays should up, total to $7,000 
or so. Last week ‘Woman I Stole’ 
QCol) grossed $5,500. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 30-40-65) 
Gold Diggers’ (WB) (2d week). 
Down to $24,000 for second stanza 
because of holiday. Solid for seven 
days but slowed down Friday when 
strong competition from Chicago 
and Palace materialized. Last week, 
$35,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83)— 
‘Professional Sweetheart’ (RKO) 
and vaude. Palace finally caught 
the escalator. Spanking pace looks 
like $25,000 minimum this week and 
may go higher. Jack Benny on 
radio popularity looks entitled to 
big chunk of glory, although pic- 
ture well regarded and drew nice 
notices. Last week was also better 
than recent averages when ‘Melody 
Cruise’ (RKO) garnered $17,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
65)—‘Warrior’s | Husband’ (Fox). 
Came in Wednesday (28) and not 
doing well. Elissa Landi, Mar- 
jorie Rambeau and David Manners 
on marquee not magnetic enough. 
Holiday should help to fair $8,000. 
‘Little Giant’ (I°N) didn’t complete 
full second week garnering $3,300 
On last four days. 





‘HOLD’ FIGHTS ST. L. 
HEAT FOR $12,000 


St. Louis, July 3. 

Up goes the thermometer and 
down go receipts. That about sums 
up the situation this week. At least 
the managers are laying the drop at 
the weather’s door. It may be they 
are justified, for things were pick- 
ing up until the temperature climbed 


to around 100 and insisted on stay- 
ing there. 

The State where Gable and Har- 
low are doing all right is week's 


high light 
Estimates For This Week 
Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 25- 


25-55) Men For Sale’ (Heroes For 
Sale) (IN) and stage show. Fair 
$15,000 Last week ‘Detective 62’ 
(I°N) $14,000 

“Ox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50) ‘Ari- 





(Radio).: 





‘Peg’ and ‘Diggers’ More 
Than Offset 4th, Tacoma 


Tacoma, July 3. 
Three-day holiday with weather 
bright made theatres dull, for Ta- 
comans like the outdoors; but the 
good attractions gave the outdoors 
real opposish. ‘Gold Diggers’ is set 


for nine days at Music Box and will 
get nice piece of dough. Opened 
with plenty of bally and gold front. 

Roxy exploiting ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ 
with street tap dancer, while street 
bannered for ‘Hell Below’ last half 
of week. Navy officers now here 
guests, giving color to showing and 
excuse for press dope. 

Estimates for This Week 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25), 
‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB). Super- 
musical has its way, expected to go 
nine day; week looks around $4,200, 
big. Last week Tomorrow at Seven’ 
(RKO), two days, close to $900; 
‘Melody Cruise’; (RKO), four days, 
$1,700, good; ‘Perfect Understand- 


ing’ (UA), three days, expected 
$1,350. 
Roxy (J-vonH) (1,300; 10-25), 


‘Pez o' My Heart’ (MG) and ‘Hell 
Below’ (MG), split. Selling these 
well, en route to $3,500, good. Last 
week ‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG), ‘Fast 
Workers’ (MG), split, okay at $3,200. 


Washington Mors. and 
Dailies Talk It Over; 
‘Hold Man’ $12,000 


Washington, July 3. 
"Tis brutal with 3,000 government 
employees off the payroll, the mobs 
beating it out of town and—well, 

that’s enough alibis for the boys, 
Earle is endeavoring to pep things 
up with a July Frolic but with the 
current show it isn’t helping much 
as those without frolics, and the 
like, doing just about on a par. 
What business there is is being gar- 


nered by the Harlow-Gable combo 
at the Palace. 

Midst fighting for business local 
managers have been sitting in with 
the newspapers to get cuts in rates 
and other concessions and are doing 
right well with it. Rates have been 
reduced in two instances; a dra- 
matic page set up in one where 
heretofore news of the theatres was 
previously scattered from one end 
of the sheet to the other. In gen- 
eral co-operation from the dailies 
is being shown that is helpful to 
the theatres, 

In the midst of it, however, War- 
ners gets into battle with the Hearst 
‘Times’ over the constant free space 
given the Cosmo pictures and the 
consequent shortage for their own. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263: 15-25- 
40)—‘Sunset Pass’ (Par). Will get 
about $1,100. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-50-60- 
70)—‘Heroes for Sale’ (FN) and 
vaude. Not so good with a possible 
$11,000. Last week ‘Baby Face’ 
(WB) just about gathered $13,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Midnight Mary’ (M-G) and vaude. 
In spite of Hearst campaign this 
one headed for low figure, maybe 
$15,000 Last week ‘Girl in 419’ 
(Par) got $15,900, weak, although 
having Stoopnagle and Budd to 
help. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 15-25-35-50-60- 
70) ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). Held 
for still another week, milking it 
for everything possible; about $2,- 
500 this week. Last week, $4,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-60)— 
‘Hold Your Man’ (M-G). Should do 
best in town, meaning $12,000. Last 
week ‘Peg o' My Heart’ (MG), 
$14,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) 








(1,830; 15-25-35- 


50)—‘What Price Innocence’ (Col). 
Sensational campaign but won't 
better $3,500. Last week ‘Melody 
Cruise’ (Radio), $5,300. 





zona to Broadway’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Poor $8,000. 

Grand Central (Skouras) (2,000; 
25-35-50) ‘India Speaks’ (Radio) and 
‘Strictly Personal’ (Par). Mild $3,200. 
Last week ‘iix-Lady’ (WB) and ‘To- 
morrow at Seven’ (Radio) $3,800. 


State (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-55) 
‘Hold Your Man’ (MG). Good $12,000. 
Missouri (Skouras) (3,500; 25-35- 


50) ‘I Love That Man’ (Par). Week 
$4,700 
(CU) and 


Jazz’ 
$5,200. 


King of 
(FN) 


Last week 


Mind Reader’ 





} 


B’KLYN BLOOEY 


Unimportant B. O. Entries Don't 
Help—May Get Weather Break 





Brooklyn, July 3 
Blooey week hereabouts. Unim- 


portant pictures not helping at the 
box offices, although sudden cooling 
from intensive heat may prove a 
b.o. windfall. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (4,000; 25-35-50), “Trick for 
Trick’ (Fox) and stage show. Cow- 
boy team of radio headlining the 
Stage with Wesley Eddy. Around 
$10,000, mild. Last week ‘Jim Dolan’ 
(WB) did $13,500, good. 

Loew's Met (3,400; 35-50-75), 
‘Hold Your Man’ (MG) and vaude. 
Should produce $17,500, under ex- 
pectations. Last week ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ (MG) did $22,500, okay, but 
below expected goal. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50), ‘Loved 
You Wednesday’ (Fox) and vaude. 
James Barton heading stage bill. 
Around $14,000, better than average. 
Last week ‘Adorable’ (Fox) did $11,- 
000, n.s.h. 


Strand ‘Baby Face’ (WB). In re- 
gion of $7,000, so-so. Last week 
‘Silk Express’ (FN) got $6,000, 


weak, 


WEATHER SHIFT 
BOLSTERS HUB 





Boston, July 3. 
Ole Boreas is blowing shekels 
into the rialto coffers. That godsend 


of blistering Boston, the east wind, 
ending a sizzler heat wave that had 
theatre men using ice-bags to keep 
optimistic, suddenly blew into town. 
bringing out cloaks and furs even, 
turning the week-end into a money 
maker, and, better still, raising 
hopes for a record Fourth biz. 
Usually Hub Fourths are hotter’n 
the place where the snowballs melt; 
east winds are wont to stick around 
three days at least, so this holiday 
week should be better than any cor- 
responding one in some years. 

As a result, there’s a decidedly 
better feeling around. Several spots 
have particularly good shows, which 
makes it humdinger stuff for patron 
reaction. Weather holding thou- 
sands in town that otherwise would 
join the exodus to the outdoors, and 
good shows prove best boosters. 
Met, for one spot, in addition to 
good stage and screen, throws a 
community party in presenting 100 
youths, trained by Fabien Sevitzky, 
as an orchestral surprise. Keith's 
has triple success in fight pictures, 
good photoplay and wow bill topped 
by Al Trahan. 

Orpheum is another bright spot, 
and ‘Gold Diggers’ grows fatter. 
Scollay has gala negro show, so it’s 
like old home week for the amuse- 
ment hungry populace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Majestic (1,500; 35-55-75)—‘Gold 
Diggers’ (WB). Going stronger in 
its second week, thanks to talk and 
incessant exploitation by Joe Saxe, 
$16,500 likely; first week, $15,000. 


Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-55)— 
‘Big Brain’ (RKO) and Sharkey- 
Carnera fight film vaude. Headed 


for nifty $17,000. Last week, Polly 
Moran and yaude, along with ‘What 
Price Innocence’ (Col) did fine for 
$16,000. Jack Goldstein’s scrapbook 
fattened pages by Polly’s crashing 
all the papers in a record way. 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50) 
—‘The Nuisance’ (MG) and vaude. 
Hitting for swell $14,500. Last week, 


‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG) and 
vaude, so-so, at $13,000. 
State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50)— 


‘Hold Your Man’ (MG) and one act; 
special vaude and band, Sunday. 
Film disappointing. Weather help- 
ing build to okay $9,500, possibly to 
add a grand more. Last week, ‘Mid- 
night Mary’ (MG) pleased, one act, 
Sunday special stage bill; fair con- 
sidering, at $9,000. 

Met (Publix) (4,330; 30-40-65)— 
‘Cover Waterfront’ (UA) and cork- 
ing stage program. Film delights 


audience. First time UA film has 
played a Publix major’ within 
memory. Publix houses previously 


had two RKO features. Manager 
Ed Smith lavishly lauded by every- 
body, many telegraphing, for enter- 
prise in putting on Junior Sym- 
phony, a triumph. But picture only 
heading for $14,000, n.s.-h. Last 
week, ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par) and 
stage show, not so good at $15,400. 

Scollay (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-45- 
55)—‘Littie Giant’ (WB) and Hariem 
Hot Chocolates, negro shows always 
wow at this spot; rosy for $12,500, 
hunkadory. Last week, ‘Emergency 
Call’ (RKO) and vaude, off at $8,590. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox) and 
‘Silk Express’ (WB). Program off, 
but biz good, rising toward fair 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Private Detec- 
tive 62’? (WB) and “Great to Be 
Alive’ (Fox), only $5,600. 

Tremont (Indie) (1,600; 25-35-50) | 
—‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U). 


Building } 
nicely, but undoubtedly nipped by 
nearby ‘Gold Diggers’ opening. 
Former pleasing all, however, and 
with continued weather break, | 
house being non-cooled, might hang | 
ym another week or more. Fourth! 





S. A. Battle on B'way, Bennett's 706 
Topping Harlow-Gable’s Oke 406; 


Seven, 206; 





Same Story for B’ham 
This Week; ‘Sing,’ $1,200 


Birmingham, July 3. 

Fourth will be a mild week here- 
abouts with the hot weather, etc. 
Vaudeville remains over another 
week at Ritz as an experiment. 

Estimates For This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 25-35- 
40)—"When Ladies Meet’ (MG), 
$6,000. Last week ‘International 
House’ (Par) $7,000. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Cohens & Kellys in Trouble’ (U) 
and vaude; probably last week of 
stage show for a while; $3,000. Last 
week ‘Out All Night’ (U) and vaude 
$3,300. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—‘Below 
the Sea’ (Col) and ‘Ann Carver's 
Profession’ (Col) on split, $1,000. 
Last week I Love That Man’ (Par) 
about $900. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ (WB). 
Best week in several months at 
$1,200. 


Seattle Holds Flock of 
Musicals and All 





OK; ‘House’ $7,000; 


Seattle, July 3. 
Three musicals making the town 


merry and three-day holiday 
actually helping a bit. Fifth Ave- 
nue has ‘International House,’ 


Music Box has ‘Gold Diggers’ and 
Roxy has ‘King of Jazz (U), all 
with heaps of bally and newspaper 
ads bigger than usual. Fifth Ave. 
also shoved in a midnite preview 
of ‘College Humor.’ 


All Hamrick houses had winners 
last week which are moved for ex- 
tended showings; ‘Waterfront’ from 
Music Box to Blue Mouse; ‘Melody’ 
from Blue Mouse to Rex, where 
stage show, ‘Blue Monday Jam- 
boree’ holds over four days after 
big $4,500 first week, but profit 
angle is dubious. 

Paramount playing up Sylvia Sid- 
ney above ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ title 
and getting some attention. Duals 
rule here again, the other half being 
‘Hold Me Tight.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40), ‘International House’ (Par). 
Expects to see $7,000, helped by 
Saturday nite preview of ‘College 
Humor’ (Par). Last week ‘Reunion 
in Vienna’ (M-G) had class appeal, 
but just a fair $6,100. 

Roxy (J-VH) (2,300; 25-35), ‘King 
of Jazz’ (U). Stage show helps 
here and reported to be permanent 
policy; a good $6,000. Don Smith 
indef as m.c. Last week ‘Cocktail 
Hour’ (Col) slumped to slow $4,800. 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-40), ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par) and 
‘Hold Me Tight’ (Par). Neat $4,500. 
Last week ‘Warrior’s Husband’ 
(Fox) and ‘I Love That Man’ (Fox) 
$4,100. 

Music- Box (Hamrick) (960; 25- 
35), ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). Box 
office lines and total will be great, 
$6,500; may possibly do three weeks. 
Last week ‘Waterfront’ (UA) 
started slow, but built, local author 
helping; good $4,700. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35), ‘Waterfront’ (UA). From across 
the street for $3,200, good. Last 
week ‘Melody Cruise’ (Radio), plus 


beauty parlor operatives contest, 
$3,700. 
Liberty (J-VH) (1,900; 10-25), 


‘Hidden Gold’ (U) and Andy Clyde's 
‘The Giddy Age’ for $4,000, okay. 
Last week ‘Black Beauty’ (Shef) 
and “The Ironmaster’ (Mas), double, 
$3,700. 


Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,300: 15- 
25), ‘White Sister’ (M-G). Only 
$2,400 in six days and yanked. Last 
week ‘42d Street’ (WB) $4,290. 

Rex (Hamrick) (1,400; 25-35), 
‘Melody Cruise’ (Radio). Extended 
run from Blue Mouse has stage 
show, ‘Blue Monday Jamboree’ held 
over four days; if $2,500 for four 
lays, okay; house reverts to subse- 
quent grind at 15 cents. Last week 





Tomorrow at T° (Radio) great at 
$4,509. 
week should bring $4,000, third 
grossing $3,500. 

Fine Arts (600; 25-35-45) — 


Cougar’ and ‘Latin Love,’ with lion 
hunter Jay C. Bruce in person, Ex- 
pected $2,500, superb Last week, 
Maedchen’ finished four weeks run, | 
record for house, with record] 
grosses for this spot Last weck, | 
51.200, making total for the run] 
539.2300, cream in the gravy 


Samarang 18156 


Broadway is witnessing one of 
those b.o. duels currently between 
‘Bed of Roses,’ which, with a hand- 
some $70,000, is riding far ahead of 
‘Hold Your Man,’ which looks for 
only $40,000. Latter figure is good, 
but under expectations for the 
Gable-Harlow picture that received 
a strong opening campaign, indicat- 
ing intentions on the part of its 
sponsors to hold the film over. 

The Bennett film is the biggest 
thing on Broadway (actually on 6th 
avenue in Radio City), and for com- 
parative biz looks to have crowded 
‘Hold Your Man.’ Campaigns on 
both plugged the s.a. angle. 

Otherwise the Broadway grosses 
are struck | w by the long holiday 
week-end taking many away from 
the city until after Tuesday, the 
Fourth, although some may havo 
been induced to stay in town by the 
rainstorm that hit town Saturday 
(1) night. It is a weather break, 
coming after some very intensive 
heat. 

In approach to normal b.o. is “To- 
morrow at Seven,’ which is sending 
the old Roxy above average at $20,- 
000. Tie-up with the American 
Legion on this film currently isn’t 
highly regarded. Satisfactory but 
not sensational is ‘Mayor of: Hell, 
the new Cagney film at the Strand, 
headed for $22,000. Will be held 
over on that figure, probably more 
as a policy and habit on Cagne 
items rather than what the b.o. may 
indicate, 

At $18,500, ‘Samarang’ is hitting 
okay on the opener of its two-week 
stay at the Rivoli 

Estimates for This Week 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 35- 
55-75) ‘Bed of Roses’ (RKO) and 
stage show. Bennett picture crowd- 
ing Broadway grosses and gauged 
by its week-end start looks to reach 
above $70,000. Last week, ‘Melody 
Cruise’ (RKO) did all right by this 
spot and itself for $64,000. 

Rialto (2,000; 35-50-65) ‘Woman Ff 
Stole’ (Col) (2d week). Being 
stretched for an extra four days, 
although finishing its first seven 
days for a fair $10,500, Stretchover 
may be due to fact that Par has let 
its ‘Gambling Ships’ picture go over 
to the opposition Rivoli. Last week, 
‘Jimmy Dolan’ (WB) under $7,000, 
off. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85) ‘Sam- 
arang’ (UA) (ist week). Okay $18,- 
500, but not sensational. One more 
week before this one sails away to 
make room for ‘Gambling Ships’ 
(Par). Last week, ‘Lilly Turner’ 
(final-2d week), $11,600, not bad. 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 25-40) ‘I Loved 


You Wednesday’ (Fox) and ‘Big 
Cage’ (U). Splitting week between 
them plus aid of full week of 


Sharkey-Carnera fight films and 
house looks to over-reach itself for 
a good $12,500. Big half of the week 
comes by way of ‘I Loved You 
Wednesday’ (Fox) showing strong 
week-end income. Last week, split 
between ‘Adorable’ (Fox) and 
‘Supernatural’ (Par) bad, $8,000 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55) ‘Tomorrow 
at Seven’ (RKO) and stage show. 
T..-up with American Legion isn’t 
heading ‘to expectations, with the 
$20,000 indicated being the normally 
good gross under conditions oft 
last week with ‘Emergency Call’ 
(RKO) at $16,100. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75) ‘Mayor of 
Hell’ (WB) (1st week). Due for 
holdover, although first week's biz 
far from sensational at expected 
$22,000, but okay. ‘Baby Face’ (WB) 
below expectations at $16,800, but 
not bad. Lasted only one week 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75 - 99 - $1.65) 
‘Hold Your Man’ (MG) and stage 
show. Has a chance for around 
$40,000. All right but the Gable- 
Harlow combo isn’t doing what ex- 
pected to do for some reason. Prob- 
ably suffering competition of ‘Bed of 


Roses’ at the Music Hall which 
looks like cutting in. Last week 
‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG), $49,700, 


okay but slightly under expectations. 
Hollywood (1,543; 25-34-55-75- 
35-$1.10) ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) (3rd 
week). Really the 5th week of this 
film, as before coming here was in 
two weeks at the Strand. At $22,- 
000, handsome. Last week even bet- 
ter, $25,300, and looks good for at 
least a couple of more weeks. 
Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75) ‘I Loved 
You Wednesday’ (Fox) and yvaude. 





Having a most satisfactory week 
with the Fox film proving above 
iverage and program as a whole 
1ided by Sharkey-Carnera fight film 
for maybe $12,000. That’s pretty 
nearly twice what ‘Ann Carver's 
Profession’ (Col) accomplished week 
before at $6,390 Vaude stays in 
ifter idea to drop it for the sume 
mer 

Paramount (3,564; 35-55-75) DE 
lege Humor’ (2nd week) and stage 
show Oks around $20,000 with 
the holiday week-end proving not 20 
inducive for biz here and the hold- 
fer period in’t be cited as forte. 
Last week, big at $35,600. 


So ae 


Phen eee 


smoaniaiin . ) 


neato g ii 
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Dropping Orch: 


PICTWRE GROSSES 


at $14,500, and a neat bundle of 
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Ath and Old Sol Sock Providence; {Petros 5st Rms iv, 
Fa 9 Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Baby Face’ (WB). Sexiness of 


theme won't get ’em. Stanwyck has 
never managed to develop a local 
following, which will additionally 
mitigate against this one’s chances. 


Okay; Bill Robinson 
Aids ‘Wed.’ to $18,000 





et Sa ER 


Grosses NS.H.; Even Diggers Of 














; Maybe $7,000, probably not. Last 

a SS Detroit, July 3. week ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par) wound ‘ ; 9 
é . m Holiday week should help all| up fairly strong at $10,000. 
: Providence, July 3. Lincoln Decides Vaude houses left open. Closing of the Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) nce 
5 RKO Downtown until July 30 leaves | ‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB). Right spot 


Scorching hot weather broke all 
standing records for 30 years, nip- 
Ping in the bud one of the most 
golden opportunities for the thea- 
tres. Heat, which set in the early 


five first run houses open. 

‘Gold Diggers’ at the State is 
doing all right, but just that and 
no more. Picture was held off too 
long. If played hot, might have 


Better Wait ’Til Fall 


Lincoln, Neb., July 3. 
The long-waited for rain finally 


for Cagney and this sort of picture y—eslinee Sa 
will do him a lot of good after a « oa 
flock of straight wise-cracking roles. Minneapolis, July 3 

Looks like town’s best bet this week Thanks to a trio of standout at- 


cone’ 


at $5,000 or thereabouts. Last week 





OPM TEP Ee TEE ‘ 





mi gp": 


part of the last stanza continued 
wnabated through Sunday when 
thunder showers cooled things off 


fell and cooled off the surrounding 
country a bit, which will make the 
general b.o. outlook a bit brighter. 


benefited by bally. 
The Fox follows a close second 
with ‘I Loved You Wednesday’ and 


a 


seven days not so bad at $4,200, 








‘I Loved You Wednesday (Fox) in 


tractions and a cool week-end, July 
grosses are off to a fair start. But 
considerable room for improvement. 
Hottest June on record 


considerably. Vaude given a try at the Stuart “ -- probabl 
Exhibitors started the last week | last week with a hill-billy band was | Bill Robinson on stage. Combo will me 9 the main factor for worst aggre- 
with plenty of good = prospects./okay, but no stage bill to follow «A er. .< yop _: $8,000 for Diggers gate summer show biz in local his- 
7, and yas se ste ° tory. Some i ¢ a 

Weather seemed to be okay here. The Rialto was set to step double bill at the Fisher, ‘Gambling ? ory ome of the grief may be oc 


picture fare exceptionally bright. 
But with a couple of exceptions all 
stands on the main stem took a ter- 


Feature now in its second 
Majestic figures feature as far from 
being milked dry in these parts, and 


into the flesh picture currently with 
a stage show again after the foot- 
lights have been dark only a week, 
Doubtful if 


opened with the Liberty's call for 
patronage last Thurs. (29). House 


Ship’ and revived ‘King of Jazz,’ 
fair. The United Artists goes into 
its second week of ‘Hold Your Man’ 


gross of $7,200. 
pected. The Michigan with 


Bigger was ex- 
‘Col- 


Auspicious Reopener 


tion. Odd quirk of ‘Cavalcade’ is its 
rebound action. It failed to get go- 


For Music Box, Port. 


casioned by the numerous beer gar- 
dens which have sprung up, too. 

The three trade pullers current 
are ‘What Price Innocence,’ ‘Re- 


; rific walloping. but changed its mind. , . 

: ‘Gold Diggers,’ which started the| yayde sill go in again much before and not so forte. Hard to under- union in Vienna’ and ‘Hell Below,’ 
if Majestic off to a capacity pace, and| september. Excessive heat and | St@nd, but. this one is just so-so in- puts Bes at the Orpheum, Century and State, 

: had the advantage of glowing NnO-| ysyal summer disinterest is given stead of big as expected. May — respectively. In addition you can’t 

f tices in the press as well as the| for the failure of stage shows to get | PC@® , booked too early. Work : Portland, Ore., July 3. | overlook ‘Be Mine Tonight,’ which 
if word-of-mouth, fell by the wayside | going. ae aaa here for the M-G-M con- € yee Reg es yy B® ik a ogg to profitable business in 

$ because of the heat, and proved a ’ » ate wo : ce run admis rom o nts for s 12th week at the sure-seater 
1% dismal spot in town. RI Mee Mine Big Reco Last week ‘Hold Your Man’ did|current showing of ‘Cavalcade’ | World. 

f week. ‘ *| well, but still disappointing with a/ (Fox). Also splurged on exploita- Publix and RKO again have the 


local first run field to themselves 
as a result of the indie Lyceum’s 


with half a break in the weather it pes paras Ps: pyc xy, sag ya lege Humor’ went well for $10,800, |ing at the start here, but picked up|fold last Friday. Following three 
will go over the top in royal style. ~ nay ty bool tae the — uae while the Fox with a stage show /|speed on the later laps. Looks like|losing months this  2,500-seater 
Already the picture is at a disad- d will ~ ee te OokINE | and ‘Hold Me Tight’ fared well for | it could be shown 12 months later | cried quits. 

and w split weeks with a serial | spout $12,500. The State got a slim |at a premium. This week also will be the last 


vantage as Friday and Saturday the 
mercury was too high to entice the 
fans, who find there are many beach 
resorts handy in these parts. 

The surprise of the last week was 
the splash the RKO Albee made with 
an all-colored revue on the stage, 
and ‘What Price Innocence’ on the 
ecreen. Outside of the Paramount, 
which showed ‘College Humor” on 
a twin bill, the Albee was the best 
bet in town. This in spite of some 


in all the time to keep the payees 
interested. This is the first exclu- 
sive turn to pictures and sound 
made by this house in its 35 vears. 
The usual thing happened on the 
opening—the screen didn’t get in, 
and the boys had to hang some 
muslin while the vanguard was 
buying tickets, but no one noticed 
the diff. 

Bert Stern, managing the Lincoln, 


week with ‘Private Detective’ at 
$3,200. The Fisher with a second 
week of ‘When Ladies Meet’ took 
$6,200. The Downtown for its clos- 
ing week with ‘Professional Sweet- 
heart’ disappointing, $2,200. 
Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (P-P) (4,045; 15-25-35- 
40-55), ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par). 
Okay at $9,000. Last week ‘College 


‘Be Mine Tonight’ closed a strong 
second week at Hamrick’s Oriental, 
dropping off some the last half. 
First week was big at that house. 
Followed by ‘Silver Cord,’ which 
looks just fairish. 

Plenty of outside opposish. Al 
Barnes’ circus did an okay two 
days. Night baseball getting atten- 
tion. But the big ducat_ selling 
racket is still the dog races at Mult- 


for the 16-piece Malerich-Madison 
orchestra at the State (Publix). Re- 
ceiver for the Publix Northwest 
circuit is said to have given the 
theatre a limited period to justify 
the pit show and occasional stage 
name policy, but with weather and 
other conditions mitigating against 
success additional expense was too 
much of a hurdle to negotiate. 
After a kiddie revue next week the- 


of the stiffest opposish in town, and|is trying to get the town preview al (Par) went for a big $10,-|),omah stadium. Estimate average|atre is expected to return to 
the terrific heat. Splendid showing] conscious and talks of instituting 8 7 Ind 5.100: 15-25-35-40-55) attendance weekly at 50,000 or|straight films. This means that 
was largely due to the stage show, | one a week, thereby giving the local I lo — = * , we oad ie “al (Fox) more; 50c admish is just a starter.| Minneapolis again will be sans 

pop the chance to be night-lifers. ve ou e day Pari-mutuel bets are $2, and the| flesh-and-blood, except for an oc- 


*‘Connie’s Hot Chocolates’. Live en- 
tertainment fans boosted the show 


Sunday. However, every spot suf- 


First on schedule is ‘Melody Cruise.’ 
Stuart has possibilities of going to 


and ‘Going to Town’ with Bill Rob- 
inson on stage. Big biz, $18,000. 


nightly cash turnover is 
blow to picture grosses. 


severe 


ploited as ‘Never Give a Sucker a 


casional Orpheum stage show, and 
until the Minnesota is reopened by 


plenty on the street. : - va ab * 
Chances for a recovery from last| bat with ‘Hold Your Man’ and its i —_— oe wd ne Estimates for Thie Week Publix in September. — 
i week’s setback brightened a trifle | sexy combo. ANG Sage SHOW 80-80, "95-35-40 Dicaail (Parker) (2,000: 25 Estimates for This Week 
i with the break in the hot weather Estimates for This Week State (P-P) (3,000; 15-25-35-40- roadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-| State (Publix) (2,200; 55) ‘Hell 
r This Wee 55), ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). A smash |40) “The Nuisance’ (MG). Ex-| Below’ (M-G). Back to Saturday 


f Colonial (LTC) (650; 10-15-20),| $15,200. Last week ‘Private De- opening with pleasing all-arou 
i sg Slag madly Ply. ekg 4 tla ‘Diplomaniacs’ (Col). Makes a neat | tective’ (WB) brutal, $3,200. Break,’ and answering for okay show: "ashe $7,000. Light. ‘ Laat 
| “p was noted Sunday. On top of bill here; good $1,000. Last week United Artists (P-P) (2,018; 15- $4,500. Last week ‘Made on Broad-| week ‘International House’ (Par) 
of this there is a great exodus of mer- ‘Temple Drake’ (Par) and ‘Son of | 25-35-40-55), ‘Hold Your Man’| way’ (MG) with Baer-Schmeling $7,300 for eight days. 
i rymakers holiday-bound, and every | the Border’ (RKO), split, $650. (M-G-M) (24 week). Didn't merit | fight pictures, good at $6,300. Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 40) 
fi exhibitor is figuring on a deserted] Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25), | # holdover; $5,500, blah. Last week) United Artists (Parker) (1,000; | ‘What Price Innocence’ (Col). Sen- 
house for the Fourth. ‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO). Helped by same picture only $7,200, n.s.h. 25-40) ‘Little Giant’ (FN). Should | sationally sold by Manager Jack 
- Fisher (P-P) (2,665; 15-25-35-40),|connect for fair results, around | Gross with big exploitation and ad 

















Trying out foreign made films for 
the first time last week, the small- 
town Community theatre in Centre- 
dale, just about a 15-minute ride 
from the downtown section of Provi- 


preview Friday nite, should grab 
nice $2,000. Last week ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ (WB) and ‘Nuisance’ 


(MG), split, did very well, $1,800. 


‘Gambling Ship’ (Par) and re-issued 
‘King of Jazz’ (U). All right trade, 
$6,800. Last week ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ (M-G), in second week, okay 





$3,500. Last week ‘Warrior’s Hus- 
band’ (Fox) held up for a strong 
finish, getting $4,200, good. 


Music Box (Hamrick) (1,500: 25- 


campaign; if trade holds up may 
top $8,000, good. Last week, ‘Melody 
Cruise’ (Radio), six and a half days, 
$3,000, light. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40) ‘Re- 


Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25), 6,200 ‘ : sae 

, ith |. . Rank, at $6,200. 40) ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). Pil 

OR aie aeaie of isaodenan No Other Woman’ (RKO). About lig ogg Aaa von Mb ‘ike tters | union in Vienna’ (M-G). Strong at- 
the same $500. Last week ‘“Tomor- of long run. First week big, around | traction for this house in center of 


In Uniform’, the German film. Fea- 
ture got plenty of free publicity 
from the newspapers who carried all 
types. of stories and reviews. Be- 
cause of the splendid showing, the 
management is bringing it back this 


row at Seven’ (RKO) and ‘Untamed 
Africa’ (WB) dawdled, $450. 

Rialto (Indie TC) (1,100; 10-15- 
25), ‘First Year’ (Fox). Second 
showing worth $1,000. Last week 
‘Seventh Commandment (Indie), on 


PIX BELOW PAR, PLUS 
HEAT, SO PITT GIVES UP 


$8,000, and may hold for three or 
four more weeks, 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
‘Silver Cord’ (RKO). Connecting 
fairly for about average biz for this 
house at possible $3,500. Last week 





shopping district and catering 
largely to femme and class trade; 
play’s prestige means more than 
cast names; Theatre Guild produc- 
tion did business here last season; 
may hit $6,000, big. Last week ‘Jen- 


stanza for a two-da screening. 3 - é 
Most of the biz from the highbrows| percentage, but made everybody Pittsburgh, July 3. |+pe Mine Tonight’ (U), second | ™@ Gerhardt (Par) $3,400, fair. 
throughout the State. happy; an excellent $2,400. yenerally inferior product, t0-| wee, nicely for $3,200: fret week Lyceum (Clifford) (2,500; 40) 
Last Saturday night (1) saw the State (Indie TC) (500; 10-15-25) gether with terrific heat, promises | pie $'4 600, casein *| Now dark. Last week ‘Viennese 
beginning of the long expected beer | ‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col) Will have to little this session. Present indica- thesis <iverdiéed: ; Nights’ (WB) and Lou Breese ore 
garden threat. Accompanied by| stretch to get a good $1,000. Last tions are for one of the poorest 25) ‘Bonk . Won). Ba! ‘ 000; 15- a a and singers, $2,000, bad. 
little publicity, the nearby beach re-| week ‘Circus Queen Murder’ (Col) weeks of the summer. Ringling- avera rapes oh get aa tian nee 75 orld CW. A. Steffes) (300; 500 
sort, Rocky Point, opened its beer| gid okay $1 100 Barnum circus in today (3) and to- $2 800° Pas # ~My “por c 9 for 5) ‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U) (12th 
garden, built to ‘hold 1,000 or so. A ‘ " ___ | morrow won't help any either, and ey Fa ie = 7. Me ‘ wec- week). I robably $1,000 and still 
floor show with 17 people was staged Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35-55- | those who aren’t circus-minded will $3,100: first S oe UU), . “ at pag | cna Last week $1,300. 
with spectators allowed to see the 60), ‘Hold Your Man’ (MG). Has| probably take to the open road any- , css eek strong, $4,200. oh (t ublix) (1,200; 40) ‘Jen- 
show gratis. No cover charge and neat prospects of $2,900. Last week | way. So, all in all, it looks like the et eee rahe ooo * — (E mare Moved here 
beer going for 10c. a glass. Crowd| International House’ (Par) and| red ink again. on en 4 maybe $3,200, 
fairly good, but had ballyhoo been Beverly Hill Billies on stage did Rest of the lot appears to be HOTCHA CAMPAIGN ON (Fox) er t86 ast week ‘Adorable 
put on better, resort would have | kay $3,000. ‘Mayor of Hell’ at the Warner. After Lyric’ (Publix) inate. 36) Oiet 


made a clean-up as floor show was a 
knockout. In the line-up were sev- 
eral chorus girls seen with Eddie 
Cantor’s ‘Kid From Spain’. Resort 
made no attempt to capitalize on 


DENVER GENERALLY UP 
DESPITE HEAT AND 4TH 





trying to make Cagney a Stanley 
draw for a time, boys are smarten- 
ing up and spotting him right where 
he belongs. First-rate melodrama. 
with star getting away from his 
wise-cracking roles for a change, 


‘BABY FACE,’ 226, S. F. 


San Francisco, July 3. 
Town emptied over week-end as 


in 419’ (Par). Title and flashy front 
helping, but film just so-so at $2,000, 
Last week ‘I Love That Man’ (Par) 
$1,800, weak. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35) ‘Ador- 
able’ (Fox) and ‘Waterfront’ (UA), 


that angle. 
Next Saturday night will see the and should beat $5,000, an all-right| thousands left from Saturday to ar? : 
closing of the Modern, dramatic figure . , Wednesday. ee a ee _— 
, . ‘ p P aie 4. . . ° y oday e Love 
stock house, which has been open Denver, July 3. Otherwise, however, it’s n.s.h.|, Warfield is selling its current (M-G) and ‘Grand Slam’ (FN), first 


since last February with legitimate 
attractions at 55c top. Season very 


In spite of the heat three of the 
deluxers are above last week, evi- 


‘Barbarian’ at Penn will have plenty 
tough sledding. Novarro has never 


‘Baby Face’ as real hot stuff, billing 
it as ‘not for 
the first time 


children,’ which is 
that line has been 


run, $1,000. 


Aster (Publix) (900; 25) ‘Secrets’ 





successful, but house closing to a : b a h Breaki a aa. , - é 
uc yo ee ~ | dently proving fans really wanted | bee” a draw here. reaking a ter Se 8 (UA) ‘Picture Snatcher’ (FN) and 
give company members a rest dur- {07% Their programa, Week-end | "ible $6,500 will be a struggle, Same | Used here in months. Publicity and | ‘white ‘Sister’ (M-G), second And 
s s trips to mountains and hundreds of | °¢3 for “Baby Face’ at Stanley. ~ : : oe *|third runs, split. Lucky to top 
a Lowi ap gy tags Recsgcen. 20 4 picnics planned for Fourth will neues Stanwyck has never developed into pase plo — the biz ~ — $700, fair. Last week ‘Elmer’ (FN), 
th ron nal t rave aa Broadway grosses down. a local draw either and $7,000, if St Fra a it ir nag me 558, wh ‘Gabriel’ (M-G) and ‘Sunset Pass’ 
1 Company Ss y 5 . nae that, will be top. Fulton hovering - ¥rancis stands a good chance | (par), first run, $750. 

hits their stock debut. Aladdin, Denver and Orpheum : * of doing okay with Lee Tracy in 
With the Modern dark, number |4re drawing steadily but not any yn - Conny eatnhang hg Hyer ‘Nuisance’ and ‘I Love That Man’ _—_____—» 

of closed houses will reach four.|too strong on the whole. Crowds looke like Sean ak —s er as lower half of the double bill 
Two vaude houses, Metropolitan|are okay at the Paramount, but ‘serietis P a Bye nie Bre wi" lat 40c. top. House holds to a pretty | 65) ‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col) and vaude, 
and Fay’s, dark for the summer.| spotty at the Denham. . oe aponenchar-tag good average, coming out on the| Vaude hasn't been so good of late, 
Carlton, legit stand, went dark Pasadena Tournament of Roses|. Reported closing of a couple Of! tient side of the ledger with s and this pic isn’t drawing. Sharkey- 
early in April. band giving matinee and night per- preven rage engage Aig an pa prising regularity. S a ee Carnera fight pic rushed in Sunday 
Estimates for This Week formance at the Orpheum Fourth of _— s i” ape ‘Jennie Gerhardt,’ with Sylvia | 84ves house from flop, upping house 
terialize. All of them may stick : to $13,000. Last week's ‘Melody 


July on way to World's Fair. 











Sidney, is no great shakes for the 





Loew’s State (3,200; 15-40) ‘Hold : itn: Reet am RP vier x ¢ 
iene Saat (648) nee GMhawenns Estimates for This Week Meme —o figuring it’s just as eg omtage as eo title nor ——, ie hone — sing ig Hy 
¢ ins ti » like »s . . . of : - : 1e Star mean muc 1ere. S, é 1g ne av, g ) : ° 
Tanade Despite ane eeuis power weiner heat pn a te Estimates for This Week United Artists begins the first of |.Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
of Harlow and Gable. Indications | $3,700. Last week ‘Hold Me Tight’ Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40) ‘Big | what may be a series of revivals, een 1 nel ge A, A 
are very poor and there’s nothing | (Fox) turned in only $2,800. Brain’ (RKO) and ‘Strictly Personal’ | With ‘King of Jazz’ now holding nil "eo od ly “A = ayivn ogres “* 
that can possibly happen to put the Souham (iHetbir ‘ (1.700: 16-28) (Par). Weak combo and no cast the screen and possibly ‘Kid from 06 ae nt eae 1€ gross is accor - 
gross over $6,500 at the most; low- | «poole Girl (Cc rn (00; 19-29), | names, which means rock bottom or Spain’ and others coming along — oe 0. Last week saw 
est since house went vaudeville. BAEOLO Nees " (Col). Off, only $2,200. close to it at $2,000. Last week ‘It’s! later. ‘Spain’ and ‘Rain’ have never about $13,500 on ‘College Humor 

Last week ‘When Ladies Meet’ Last week the made-over ‘King of |Great to Be Alive’ (Fox) and ‘Super- | Played any other local houses and (Par). : : ; 
(M-G), a fact that feature was Jazz (U) did fair, despite the hot natural’ (Par) about the same. house is off to poor $8,000. , ‘St. Francis (Fox) (1,500; 85-40) 
plenty high-brow coupled with the | Weather and turned in $3,100. Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15-25-| Fox hitting under at $7,500 pace | Nuisance’ (MG) and ‘I Love That 
heat was responsible for a slide of Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-50), | 40) ‘Made on Broadway’ (MG). Not With ‘Soldiers of Storm’ and ‘For- Man’ (Par). Hitting it off neatly 
$7,000, off. ‘College Humor’ (Par). Biz socko | so bad at $3,000, considering the fact |#otten,” while Fox-West Coast's at $8,000, _Wwhile last week's ‘Ex- 
Majestic (Fay) 2,200; 15-40) | here considering, $9,000. Last week | that this house, being sans a cooling | ™@borhood El Capitan continues to Lady (WB) and ‘Supernatural 

‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). Here is a] $4,700, not good. system, has more to contend with|@"™@w swelegant biz in its second (Par) hit an average $6,000. mi 
swell dish that is taking it plenty Orpheum (Orpheum) (2,600: 25-|from the heat than any other spot in| Week Of stage shows, with ‘Today|, United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50) 
on the chin because of old man Sol. | 30-40), ‘Loved You Wednesday’ | town. Last week ‘Self-Defense’ | We Live’ on screen and Eddie Pea- King of Jazz’ (U). First revival 
Feature enters second stanza very| (Fox). Same as last week, $5,200.| (Mono) yanked after four days to} P©dY as m.c. and getting about $8,000, n.s.h. Pos- 
meekly with two of the best days|Last week ‘Diplomaniaes’ (RKO) | brutal $1,150, a new low. Estimates for this Week sibly | others will follow. igh veal 
turning out rather slim pickings; |q@ia just about as expected and Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- i ddak Fiehs oh dir te front’ (UA) got $7,500 on its deuee 
unless there’s a pick-up and a break | turnea in only $5,000 50) ‘Barbarian’ (MG). Poareintie , oA L ‘0 (5, > 15-25) Soldiers and last week, a 
in the weather this week,will not Paramount (Publix) (2,000: 25-| titled, for business is going to be (allied) a and ‘Forgotten Warfield (Fox) (2,700; 35-55-65) 
go over $5,500 at the most. First} 49) «phe Barbarian’ (MG). At little short of barbarous. Maybe| w: ee - oT See. Last week | ‘Baby Face’ (WB) and stage show. 
week started off with a bang, but $2 300 okay Last week ‘Devil's $6,500, plenty awful, but the Pr men chat fone: wan \g00d _ $9,700 on “World A pink ticket for the film is pulling 
the weather man caught up with , y. : co ron pr ts Xe rae eb i “ rone Mad’ (Maj) and ‘Kiss of |them in to good $22,000, white last 
in é age ; zast wee Araby (Allstar). week’s ‘Il Loved You Wednesday 


so st - 7 wo ~ o1*5 


Brother’ (MG) did close to $2,500, 


‘Covieze Humor’ (Par). a neat elick 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-40- 








(Fox) got but $16,500. 
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+ Hitler II-Will Makes Wedve 


For U. S. Pictures in Hungary 





Budapest, June 22, 


A Hungarian picture critic voiced 
popular feeling recently when he 
wrote: ‘Heil Hitler! Hail to the 
German chancellor who has de- 
livered us from dull and idiotic 
German film operettas and from 
dull and unimportant German stars, 
and made room for good American 
‘pictures in Hungary again.’ The 
better class public is not sorry to 
go without German pictures, but 
the majority still has to be edu- 
cated to American talkers instead 
of German musicals which they can 
understand. 

A shortage of pictures had made 
itself felt during the last six weeks. 
Some distributors are holding over 
German. pre-Hitler pictures until 
the coming season because they 
think that feelings, strong against 
‘German products momentarily, may 
be appeased by that time. In con- 
sequence there is greater demand 
for American product than there 
has been since the advent of talk- 
ers. 

Budapest distributing branches of 
American producing companies were 
active all through the season. Be- 
low are the statistics of the sea- 
‘gon’s releases.’ Length of run re- 
fers only to the first-run houses. Of 
Budapest’s 14 premiere theatres, 
three seat above 1,000, seven are 
ever and four under 500 seats. 


' M-G-M Releases 


‘Possessed’ .......+5+-2 weeks 
“FOrGeel - .co00we0e chee <4 Ween 
‘Hell Drivers’..........4 weeks 
‘Mata Hari’.....c.e.+-3 Weeks 
Chaamey occvcvccccsvecen WOO 
‘Son of India’..........1 week 


co, 
‘Grand Hotel’..........3 weeks 
‘Letty Linton’..........2 weeks 
‘Arsene Lupin’.........2 weeks 
‘Passionate Plumber’...1 week 


*“All these were shown with Ger- 

man synchronization. ‘Hell Driv- 

* and ‘Grand Hotel’ were ex- 
(Continued on page 48) 





‘QUEEN’ POSTPONEMENT 
FREEZES UP $200,000 


London, June 24, 


British & Dominion suddenly an- 
nounced their scheduled production 
of ‘The Queen,’ starring Jeannette 
MacDonald and Herbert Marshall, 
had been postponed. The reason 
given was that there would not be 
sufficient time In view of the im- 
pending departure of both stars for 
Hollywood. 

It had been given out that close 
to $300,000 was to be spent on the 
production, and United Artists had 
agreed to advance about half that 
sum against a releasing agreement. 
_For nine weeks Samuel Raphaelson 
has been here working on the scen- 
ario. Merrill White, Lubitsch’s film 
cutter, was brought over, as well as 
Eddie Kronjager to handle the cam- 
era. Sam Taylor arrived a fort- 
night ago to direct. Arthur Schwartz, 
here on a visit, was requisitioned 
to write the music, and Herbert 
Cruikshank, press agent, arrived 
two days after the whole thing was 
called off. 

British & Dominion officials state 
the picture will go into production 
later this year in Hollywood and, in 
the meantime, Taylor will probably 
direct another subject for them, 

So convinced is British & Domin- 
ion that the finished story isn’t im- 
mediately forthcoming that decision 
was reached to postpone the venture 
and make good the obligations in- 
curred thereby. The working staff 
mentioned will have to be compen- 
sated as well as the players, which 
will result in an immediate paying 
out of about $200,000. 








STUDIOS FOR HOLLAND 


The Hague, June 25, 


Holland to get two new film- 
Studios. One is nearly ready at 
Eindhoven, managed by Philips, 
Ltd. There the first film to be shot 
will be the one on the life of Will- 
iam of Orange. This studio will 
also do dubbing and synchroniza- 
tion of silent films. 

Another studio is planned for 
Amsterdam; company called Cine- 
tone, Ltd. Studio to be 105 x 54 
feet. It will be ready in two 


months and company also intends 
to produce gramophone discs. 





Brisson’s Film Paves 
Way for 2 or 3 More 


London, June 2. 

Carl Brisson, who made a cleanup 
in London on ‘Wonder Bar’ and a 
revival of ‘Merry Widow’ after a 
vain try in pix three years ago, is 
set for two and maybe three talk- 
ers as a result of an advance peek 
of his first indie, ‘The Prince of 
Arcadia,’ which has a British Gau- 
mont release. 

Brisson getting $4,000 weekly and 
15% of the net, with tilt to $6,000 
weekly if the option for a third pic 


is taken up. 

Deal tosses ‘The Gay Hussar,’ 
musical, into temporary discard. 
Piece owned by Brisson was all 


set this summer; vehicle b.r.’d by 
Moss Empires. ‘Hussar’ now goes 
over to next winter at earliest, 
Moss Empires agreeing. 


ITALO-GERMAN 
FILM HOOK-UP 


Berlin, June 23. 

Efforts of Dr. Joseph Goebbels, 
head of the Hitler propaganda 
bureau, to effect co-operation be- 
tween Italy and Germany, have 
borne definite fruit in film matters. 
Goebbels, one of Hitler’s right hand 
men, has devoted consicerable time 
to the matter, even making a 
lengthy trip to Rome to see things 
through. 

As a result of Goebbels’ activity, 
at least two big deals have been 
made. Pittaluga, Italy’s most im- 
portant company, has agreed to try 
at least four pictures in Italian- 
German versions. Company will 
send actors and staffs to New-Ba- 
belsberg for the German versions, 
although making the originals in its 
own studios in Rome. 

Bigger deal than that seems to be 
the formation of a new company to 
be called Italfonosapf. That com- 
bines the Itala Film Co. of Berlin 
with Fono-Roma and Soc. An. Pro- 
duzione Films, generally known as 
SAPF. Both the latter companies 
are Italian. First named company, 
Itala, is a German company although 
having.some Italian backing in the 
past. All three companies will now 
work together with a vew to cover- 
ing both countries. 

Combined strength of the three 
companies gives them a working 
capital of $240,000 besides the as- 
surance of assistance from either or 
both governments. 

Italy is the only country that has 
thus far shown any inclination to 
work with the Germans on trade 
matters and the deals worked out 
indicate that the Germans are not 
wasting any opportunities. 


Czechs Making First 
Native Musical Film 


Prague, June 21. 

A group of leading Czech film 
players have gone to Blatnice, Mo- 
ravia, for the production of the first 
native film operetta, ‘St. Anthony,’ 
music and text by the Czech com- 
poser, Kara Benes. Svatokup Inne- 
mann is regisseur. 

Viasta Burian, the Czech com- 
edian, is in Warsaw, Poland, work- 
ing at the Falang-ag studio in the 
film, ‘12th Vessel,’ based on a Rus- 
sian subject. The Czech-Polish 
dialog was prepared by Professor 
Szjokowski of the Prague Charles 
University. Music by V. Dan, text 
of Czech songs by Jan Mottl Regis- 
seur Carel Lamac, Tobis recording. 


Italy Thinks Up One 


Rome, June 21. 

Nothing is likely to be done at 
present with regard to the proposed 
quota system which Italian film pro- 
ducers want imposed. This because 
the tariff truce and the Economic 
Conference proceeding in London 
make such a move unpolitic and in- 
advisable at the moment. 

What is probably going to be done 
is that a new tax will be laid on all 
foreign films dubbed here. This will 
have to be paid over and above the 
ordinary fee charged by the censor- 
ship commission for viewing dubbed 

















foreign pictures. 


ITALIAN 10- REELER 


Squadrilll Would Exploit Fascist 
Subject in New York 








Rome, June 25. 

Faust Squadrilli, who did bits in 
Par pictures while curator in the 
L. A. Museum, has grabbed off the 
American rights of ‘Black Shirts,’ 
a 10-reeler of Fascism. 

Plan is first to throw a gala in 
Washington under plug of Italian 
Embassy and then toss the picture 
into the Hipp in N. Y. for the 
Italian colony. 

Squadrilli made a picture four 
years ago called ‘Tripoli,’ which 
burned Mussolini who confiscated 
the negative. After three years the 
thing was squared, the offending 
sequences clipped and the film re- 
leased. 


FOX FOREIGNS 
AWAIT KENT'S 
SIGNAL 


Bob Kane and Eric Pommer are 
in New York for conferences with 
Sid Kent on Fox’s foreign produc- 
tion. Pommer is due to go back to 
Europe toward the end of the week, 
with Kane possibly holding on a few 
days longer in New York. 

Fox still has been unable to make 
up its mind what to do abroad, al- 
though it’s pretty definitely com- 
mitted to production there. Con- 
ferences over the Fourth of July 
holidays were to finally decide 
where Fox would produce in Europe, 
how much producing would be done 
and under what conditions. 

It is still Fox’s desire to produce 
both French and German versions 
with Pommer in charge. Uncerti- 
tud3 on the German question has 
been the stumbling block, with Kane 
and Pommer here on a hurry call 
from the Fox prexy to tell him how 
much they think can be done and 
under what conditions they believe 
it can be handled. 

A complete production organiza- 
tion has already been set up by 
Kane for Fox in Paris and this com- 
bination is ready to start grinding 
at the drop of a signal. 











Norse Public Cinema 
Control Wins at Poll 


Oslo, June 23. 

City Council has voted down a 
proposal to permit the managing 
board of the municipal picture thea- 
tres to negotiate for the transfer or 
rental of the houses to private in- 
terests. 

Means that the theatres continue 
under municipal control until such 
time as sentiment for private own- 
ership is strong enough to bring the 
matter up again. With political line- 
up here what it is, it’s not likely for 
any further suggestion of moving pri 





New German Quota Law Bars Jews 
In Production; Old Ratio Stands, 


Flastic Clause Gives Govt. Leeway 





Poland Bans ‘The Dove’ 
At Request of Mexico 


Mexico City, June 29. 


As the result of efforts made by 
the Mexican charge d'affaires in 
Warsaw, the Polish government has 
banned ‘The Dove,’ starring Dolores 
del Rio, frem exhibition in Poland, 
announces the Ministry of Foreign 
Relations. 

Picture was yanked after showing 
in a local cinema for three days last 
year, on the ground that it slights 
Mexico and her people. 

‘Laughing at Life,’ a recent Fox 
production, dealing with an outlaw 
who finds a happy hunting ground 
in Latin America, is offensive to 
Mexico, too, and the authorities 
have taken steps toward forbidding 
the picture. 


ITALIAN MEET 
FOR DIRECTORS 


——--— 





Italian government is trying to 
get together a world convention of 
picture direct rs. Invites are going 
out to all ‘leading’ meggers all over 
the world to attend a 10-day meet 
in Venice to talk over what can be 
done about keeping pictures inter- 
esting and getting into them a con- 
stantly flowing line of new ideas 
and methods. 


Manner of inviting the directors 

has been decided to be through of- 
ficial channels. Hays Organization 
in the U. S., Chambre Syndicale in 
France, Spio in Germany, and simi- 
lar bodies elsewhere have been noti- 
fied officially of the intention to get 
together and asked to co-operate. 
Then individual invites will go out 
to all recognized picture companies 
to name their best directors and 
assign them to the congress. 
Date set is Aug. 1, 1934. Same 
date also narks the opening of the 
third international film contest in 
that city, that contest holding for 
20 days. In that meet for the past 
two years all companies have been 
asked to submit their best pictures 
in original language versions for a 
world contest. Paramount won the 
contest both years. 





Cines Gets Sandra Ravel 
Hollywood, July 3. 
Sandra Ravel, who appeared in 
Metro’s ‘Three French Girls’ has 
been contracted by Cines, in Rome, 
according to word received here. 
She will appear in a series of fea- 





vate ownership in for some time. 


tures for the Italian company. 





Europe Challenging 


Films in South 





vv 


Hungary Jumps Impost 
On Titled Films 500% 


Budapest, June 23. 

Government has raised the tax on 
superimposed titles 500% for such 
titles as are not made within the 
country. Tax used to be about two 
cents for each title. That remains 
except in the case of titles manufac- 
tured outside of Hungary, in which 
instance the tax becomes about ten 
cents per title. 

Most American films coming into 
t’.» country are given. sub-title 
treatment, there being insufficient 
market for complete dubbing or | 
straight versioning. 





Lawrence Loses Father 


Laudy Lawrence, Metro head for | 
Europe, arrived in New York Sun- | 





day (2) on a hurry trip to attend | 
the funeral of his father, Alfred | 
Lawrence, 

The elder Lawrence died suddenly 
of a heart attack late Monday (26) 





out of Paris the following day. 


}a good deal 


Hold of U. S. 
American Markets 


Buenos Aires. June 23. 

American producers are getting 
greater competition from Euro- 
peans in this market weekly. Most 
of the leading foreign companies 
have either established branches 
here recently, or appointed agents, 
and all are making a hard fight to 
establish themselves and cut into 
the pie which previously has been 
pretty nearly all American. 

Making some headway, too. Many 
more European made pictures be- 
ing shown around at the various 
theatres than heretofore. Several 
of the cheaper priced houses have 
gone completely European and the 
Europeans are also doing more ad- 
vertising of their product than they 
used to. Answer to that is that 
the houses are getting the pictures 
at lower rentals than the Ameri- 
cans ask and the Europeans have 
also shown an inclination to throw 





getting her right back into adver- 
tising with the intention of build- 
ing up good will for themselves. 
Country has several pretty large 
Italian, German, Spanish and Prit- | 


. 2 





German government has at last 
definitely spoken on the matter of 
Jews. Officially now comes the edict 
from the government itseif that 
Jews are not to be allowed in the 
production end of films. 

Up to now the German govern- 
ment has consistently denied any- 
thing official in the Jew baiting in- 
sofar as films are concerned. Pre- 
viously orders had gone out to film 
companies, Americans included, to 
fire all Jews. These were, however, 
called the activities of Nazi party 
members and were never given offi- 
cial governmental cognizance. The 
new and official version of the mat- 
ter is contained in the new German 
kontingent law which was pro- 
nounced Saturday (1) and became 
operative immediately. 

Kontingent law had been ex- 
pected July 1 with considerable 
trepidation, but for entirely differ- 
ent reasons. Americans had been 
assured the kontingent law would 
be somewhat softer and were cen- 
tering their fight on a blind booking 
clause which would allow that type 
of trade to Germans, but bar it to 
foreigners. Americans wanted to 
be allowed to book their films ‘blind’ 
in Germany as well as the Euro- 
peans, arguing that the clause 
made competition unfair. 

See Loopholes 

The Jewish clause was somewhat 
of a bludgeon, it turning into the 
most important paragraph of the 
new law. No official report on it 
yet to either the Hays office in New 
York or the Department of Com- 
merce in Washington, explainable 
largely by the fact that George 
Canty, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce film expert, is on the ocean 

(Continued on page 31) 


All P.C. Deals Barred 
to Gyp British Exhibs 
For Tricks on Returns 


London, June 24. 


The joint investigation commit- 
tc. of the Cinematograph Exhibi- 
tors Association and the Kinemato- 
graph Renters Society, which has 
been looking into some 30 cases of 
irregularities in returns by ex- 
hibitors to renters, has imposed the 
biurring of percentage bookings to 
these exhibitors. 


The cases dealt with include re- 
selling of tickets; using two rolls 
and only accounting for one; not 
returning all tickets sold and falsi- 
fying numbers in re:urns. 

More than a score of managers 
and other employees were dis- 
missed, having been found respon- 
sible for defrauding their employ- 
ers, as well as the renters. 

Investigation revealed a decided 
increase over the preceding 12 
months, and it is estimated that 
American releasing concerns over 
here were defrauded of more than 
$5,000,000 in the past year. 


U. A. ENVOYS GO ABROAD 
TO KNIT COLUMBIA GAP 


Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists 
treasurer and head of the company’s 
foreign department, leaves for Eu- 
rope tomorrow (5) on a dual task. 
He’ll start production activities for 
his company pending in several Eu- 
ropean spots and he’ll attend to the 
unscrambling of his’ company’s 
holdings abroad from those of Col- 
umbia. 

Columbia Pictures has been doing 
most of its business abroad through 
United Artists, but has now decided 
to spread out on its own. Means 
that U. A. will have to get more 
product elsewhere, although the 
company has been acquiring dis- 
tribution rights in England and 
France from independent companies 
for the past year. 

Murray Silverstone, Uv. A.’s 

















of the money they're | 


ion the Berengaria, 
| the U. BS. 
|two week visit during that time to 


British chief, preceded Kelly by a 
week, sailing last Wednesday (28) 
He had been in 
for five weeks, with a 


Hollywood to oversee production ac- 


with his son boarding the first boat | ish colonies, which help the exploit-| tivities and the rest of the time 
tation of these films, 


spent in confabs with Keily. 
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You’re doing a lot of fancy reading these days-but... 











While extravagant plans for future production clamor 
for your attention, there is undoubtedly one insistent 
thought in the back of every exhibitor’s mind — 
“WHAT ARE WARNERS GOING TO DO?’e That 
question could be answered now e@ It will be answered 
soon — and answered in a way that will increase still 
further the new confidence with which Warner Bros. 
have inspired the trade e But right now we believe it 
absolutely vital that nothing should interfere with the 
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* proper exploitation of.the kind of pictures Warner 








Bros. have painstakingly planned for your protection 
this summer @ Here at last is the kind of summer line- 
up you've been demanding for years—a line-up with- 
out a let-up — shows held rigidly to our highest mid- 
season standard — attractions strong enough to stand 
up in hot weather as sensationally as have “Gold 
Diggers,” “Little Giant,’ “Picture Snatcher,” “The 
Working Man,” and others e Now that you’ve got 
them, we know you’re as anxious as we are not to 
neglect them! @ That’s why we have purposely delay- 
ed our announcement of 1933-’34 product, so that 





you may concentrate your whole time and effort up- | 
on the full development of their profit possibilities © i 
We believe it will be to your best financial interest to q 
devote every waking hour for the next 10 weeks to , 
the strongest possible promotion of “CAPTURED!” — iy 
WITH LESLIE HOWARD, Doug. Fairbanks, Jr., 
Paul Lukas, Margaret Lindsay-CAGNEY IN “THE 
MAYOR OF HELL,”* another I Am a Fugitive— 
“GOODBYE AGAIN,” Broadway’s longest-run 
comedy hit~-KAY FRANCIS IN “MARY STEVENS, 
M.D.,’” first story of a woman doctor — ARLISS IN 
“VOLTAIRE”* —- CHATTERTON IN “FEMALE,”' 
best-seller by the author of “Millie”-JOE E. BROWN \ 
’ IN “SON OF THE GOBS”'t —- CAGNEY IN “THE i 
FINGER MAN’’—and the remarkable new star team i 
of EDW. G. ROBINSON AND KAY FRANCIS IN 











“IT LOVED A WOMAN”! eWe don’t have to tell you 1 
that properties like these, rightly handled, mean big ; 
money @ We do want to remind you that this money if 
can be collected and banked now e So let’s keep our 2 
minds on business—today’s business @ There’s plenty , 


of it if we'll go out and get it! 
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%A Warner Bros Picture = [A First National Mcture Vitagrapn, inc , Distributors , 4 
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Imperial, Toronto, 


Puts on Pip Bill 





As Vauds Swan Song in Dominion 


Toronto, June 30. 

Only house in Canada now play- 
ing vaude, the Imperial, will fade 
from the variety scene at the close 
of the current week. This will 
leave the Dominion without a single 
yaude spot from coast to coast. 
Week-to-week changes of policy 
have been many, the closing date 
for vaude being repeatedly post- 
poned as business showed spurts. 

This time, it’s definite. RKO 
vaude is out and presentations are 
in, latter to be staged by Jack Ar- 
thur, newly-appointed Imperial 
manager under the new Nathanson 
regime. Arthur will work with 
Boris Morros, drawing on the Buf- 
falo presentations for some of the 
acts and working these in with 
some of his own proteges. Morros 
is sending up a ballet master this 
week and the Imperial] will put in a 
permament house line. 

According to reports, Nathanson 
and his henchmen are partial to 
stage presentations and there is talk 
of assembling these here under Jack 
Arthur supervision and routing 
them to the major spots in FP- 
Can’s 200-theatre chain across Can- 
ada. Nathanson has also stated 
that he believes ‘the orchestra is a 
living link between screen and audi- 
ence, and musicians will be engaged 
to the limit ef our appropriation for 
this purpose.’ This substantiates 
the feeling among the band boys 
that orchestras will once again be 
placed in FP-Can’s key spots. 

But if the current bill at the Im- 
perial is vaudeville’s swan song in 
Canada, this is-a lusty one. Meat 
of the stage show is Henry Santry 
and his Soldiers of Fortune, with 
Estelle Fratis getting billing, al- 
though most of Santry’s singles re- 
ceived as much applause as the 
blonde tapper. George Givot, also 
new to this town, scored sensa- 
tionally. As a matter of fact, this 
RKO valedictory got one of the best 
audience-responses in many moons. 

The guiding hand of Arthur is 
seen this week in that he has 
merged the house band with San- 
try’s 12 musicians. It’s probably 
the biggest band ever seen on the 
Imperial’s vast stage and Arthur 
has given the whole bill a flash ef- 
fect that is commendable. Major 
part of the bill is played in a pleas- 
ing full-stage set which Arthur 
staged from material on hand, al- 
though one would never guess it. 
There are approximately 40 in the 
three tiers of musicians and stag- 
ing drew a nice hand when the 
traveler parted, a reception unusual 
in a town traditionally cold. 

George Givot holds deuce spot in 
‘one’ before the silver drapes, the 
radio lad’s Greek diale@g monolog 
proving a real socko clinched by his 
Harry Richman take-off. Givot 
had to beg off. Then Santry’s 12 
noise-makers parading from. the 
rear of the house and on the stage 
to take their places among the boys 
of the permanent pit band. There 
are the usual drills and solo step- 
outs, but this is a colorful aggrega- 
tion of tune makers and tonal ef- 
fects are outstanding. 

The two Marsh Sisters are used 
for slow-tempo high kicks in uni- 
son and a synchronized acrobatic 
that drew heavy palm-pounding. 
The blonde and brunet are on later 
for a toe number to Santry’s war- 
bling. Estelle Fratis is heavily 
plugged and deservedly so for her 
clever tap work. The Dudley Broth- 
ers, colored quartet, also drew heavy 
applause for their Mills Brothers 
imitations and customers were loath 
to let the boys go. Clincher was 
the appearance of a colored tot who 
did a hot tap number with full 
credit to Bill Robinson. 

Stage bill runs 72 minutes and, 
being mostly musical, there is no 
overture. Feature is ‘Private De- 
tective’ (WB). MecStay. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 30. 

A line of 16 chorus girls trained 
by Fred Evans and backgrounded 
by the production department for 
two numbers, both pretty, is about 
the only difference between the type 
of show at the Palace this week 
and that at the Chicago. This es- 
sential similarity becomes crystal 
clear when stepping from the one 
theatre into the other with only 
a short time interval and a couple 
of blocks in between. 

Chicago is playing vaudeville but 
refuses to admit it or routine the 
performance that way. Production, 


— 


as such, has been reduced to a 
minimum for economy sake. This 
fairly obvious and not very im- 
portant observation is naturally 
subordinate to the dazzling fact 


that the Chicago is doing excellent 
business and has done. excellent 
business for several weeks. 
This week the cause of the busi- 
ness may be Harry Richman, or 
partly ‘College Humor’ (Par), or 


more likely, a combination of both 
plus the Century of Progress Ex- 
position, whose myriad mobs are 
displaying a tendency to seek their 
cinematic relaxation in this house. 
Richman has played the house be- 
fore, doing well but not exceptional. 
This trip his record may be brighter 
and his takings better. Arithmetic 
improvement should proceed from 
an advantageous deal put over for 
Richman by Sam Bramson of the 
William Morris office whereby 
Richman besides a salary gets per- 
centage when the gross goes above 
a moderate figure. It seems likely 
to do 80. 

Joe Penner and Ernie Stanton, 
Zelda Santley with her clever imi- 
tations, and George Compo, an 
amusing pantomimic acrobat, filled 
out the rest of the show. Joe 
Cherniavsky’s musical calisthenics 
again got over snappily. This Bar- 
num of the baton makes the over- 
ture a cannonading. Public thinks 
it’s swell. Land. 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, June 30. 
Apparently it’s impersonation 
week. Three out of five acts had it 
and only last week there was Sibyl 
Bowan with a routine of imper- 
sonation. If it keeps up they'll be 
back to mimicking Chaplin. 
Radio continues to be the field 
for the impressionists, with both 
Sid Gary and the Col, Stoopnagle. 
Budd doing somebody else’s theme 
song. This field must be getting 


cramped. Both acts do an impres- 
sion of Singing Sam. 

And there was Harry Savoy, who 
still finishes with John Barry- 
more in ‘Richard III’ bit. Under- 
stood Savoy wants to cut this num- 
ber, but the managers want it in. 
The act could do without the num- 
ber. It has a tendency to slow the 
turn besides clashing with the com- 
edy. Audience doesn’t know 
whether to take it seriously or not, 
and by the time they have decided 
that it’s strictly on the square, 
Savoy comes through with the com- 
edy line: ‘I’ll scare hell out of you.’ 
Savoy was the standout click of 
the show, and his scoring on com- 
edy proved too much of handicap 
for the following Stoopnagle turn 
to overcome. Savoy had them all 
laughed out by the time the radio 
pair arrived, and when they did 
they stayed only 10 minutes, a 
short routine for a talking comedy 
act. 

It so happened that the name of 
the bill was the weakest on enter- 
tainment, and indicates once more 
that vaude will have te depend on 
vaude acts and not radio turns for 
entertainment. Col. Stoonagle and 
Budd arrived on the stage to the 
big reception of the show and de- 
parted with the smallest round of 
applause. 

Show opened with three click 
turns in succession. Case Bros. have 
developed their talents along the 
somersault line, and are doing 
looping stunts that are surefire. 
Carrying a special backdrop, and, 
of course, Marie, this turn has 
everything in the acrobatic line to 
make it a standout. 

Sid Gary started with everything 
against him. He opened cold with 
the audience, apparently antagonis- 
tic. By the time he was finished 
warbling they didn’t want to let 
him go. It was a remarkable ex- 
hibition of buildup and talent scor- 
ing. For this Gary has a tremen- 
dous pair of pipes. He could fill 
two houses the size of the Century, 
and this house seats 3,400. With 
those lungs Gary doesn’t need a 
mike, even though his is something 
of a radio monicker. With those 
pipes he can stand right out there 
and sing. 

In the three spot came Savoy and 
his femme partner, with Savoy 
working at top form. Knocked ’em, 
took an encore and could have 
stayed longer. 

In the closing spot was the Car- 
rie, Eddie and Saranoff Revue, a 
recently formed aggregation. It’s 
a six-person dance flash, with 
Saranoff doing the discoursing be- 


tween numbers. Saranoff didn’t 
look up to his usual high mark 
when caught. His routine is 
somewhat’ changed. He’s doing 


hardly any fiddle work, just a 
couple of chords for comedy effects, 
and he’s not accenting that ‘denk 
you,’ which was formerly prop to 
his comedy. 

Carrie and Eddie open with a fine 
‘Dracula’ number and finish with 
an oriental adagio. In both cases 
the attendant dressing of the stage 


is effective. Elsa Long has the 
stage to herself for one operatic 
selection that she handled capably 
‘and Alfred Brower contributes the 
Russian dance bit. All in all a 
meaty turn to give bulk to any 


vaude show. 

On the screen was ‘The Nuisance’ 
(MG) and the regulation Metrotone 
news. Business fair at the opening 
performance Friday. 





STATE, N. Y. 


Six acts for an 80-minute show 
this week, strong on comedy but 
rather overboard on dancing, 
though of different sorts. One rear 
end collision on the steps, but 
otherwise laid out with a due valu- 
ation of contrast. That 80 minutes 
is all vaude, for Ruby Zwerling’s 
Senators get cheated on an over- 
ture. 

Leadoff is France and La Pell 
in a perch act, with two perch 
stunts and a finish on a trapeze 
set sideways to the audience to give 
full effect to the revolutions of the 
woman. Makes a showy finish and 
lends variety to the turn, but the 
hard work is in the perches, one 
being rigid with a bicycle atop, the 
other a limber bamboo that had 
some in the audience nervous. 
Tricks are over nicely, but hurt for 
best effect by an overplay on tim- 
idity by the woman, who by the 
way, is rather husky for the top 


story of a perch outfit. Faking is 
such an obvious appeal for laughs 
or applause that it fails to get over. 
Act would be better without this 
clumsy comedy. 

Chilton and Thomas were one of 
the show stoppers, with a dance 
routine that is built up with nov- 
elty. They could get over nicely 
with a straight dance routine on 
the strength of the man’s steps and 
the woman’s vivacity, but they build 
with novelty bits, a hurdle affair 
that seems to have been worked 
out from the old sword dance, taps 
on china plates, and a set of three 
round tables of varying heights, 
Which is the nearest modern hoofers 
have come to the old - fashioned 
pedestal clog. The man does steps 
the old minstrel men never would 
have dared in the circumscribed 


space, but the general idea is the 


same. Both broke out applause in 
the middle of routines and tapped 
out 16 minutes, with the audience 
willing to take more but not having 
the heart to ask. Could have gone 
to the trey with good results. 
Reiss, Irving and Reiss have a 
tough moment following these fast 
hoofers with a dance opening that 
is just the usual stuff, and it was 
not until they broke over into the 
comedy that the audience sat up. 
Comedy is a rather futile imitation 
of Jimmy Durante, but it scored 
with the crowd, and they were off 
to a good hand. 

Aunt Jemima, replacing Keller 
Sisters and Lyneh worked in white 
face and except for a few awful 
moments when she insisted on wad- 
ing through ‘Stormy Weather’ she 
was friends with her listeners. 
‘Weather’ is not in Tess Gardell’s 
genre and she would be well ad- 
vised to come in out of the wet. 
Much better with her other songs 
—and the dance was the knockeut. 
That’s what gave her the chance 
to come back for a repeat instead 
of a perfunctory bow. 

Ben Blue was the same old story. 
They know the act, but they like 
it, and the cafe blackout went over 
as though it had not been done a 
dozen times in the burley shows 
around the Square this season. It 
was more a triumph of personality 
than material all the way through, 
but a triumph. 

Closer is Rosita and Ramon, 
backed by the Paul Tisen or- 
chestra and Tamara to give them 
a chance to catch their breaths. 
They did close to 15 minutes with- 
out seeming that long, in spite of 
the sameness of the three dances. 
Tisen did one nicely played number 
with Tamara warbling in appro- 
priately. Singer on earlier with 
her guitar. 

‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB), a Silly 
Symphony, a Universal crime short 
and the newsreel. Just short of 
three hours. Business light Friday. 

Chic. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 30. 

A reading of the tea leaves gives 
a clairvoyant picture of crowded 
houses, lobby standees, and profits 
this week. This happy arrangement 
of pleasant circumstances can be 
credited to Jack Benny whose popu- 
larity was never so frankly con- 
fessed by the public prior to his 
radio career. What the air did for 
Benny was to make him a house- 
hold character. And if any doubt 
is expressed as to the correctness 


of the diagnosis of the reception he 
got, then the clincher ought to be 
that Mary Livingstone, certainly a 
newcomer to fame, was hailed with 
remarkable enthusiasm for a mere 
‘and company.’ She shares Benny’s 
radio following. 

It is Benny the radio favorite that 
will bring them into the half dozen 
RKO midwestern houses he is 
booked to play following the Palace. 
gut it’s Benny, the poised veteran 
of vaude, revue, and screen, that 
will entertain them after they’re in. 
Which is by way of suggesting that 
what Benny learned in show busi- 
ness is the solid merchandise behind 
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EMBASSY 


Varied program, with many fa- 
miliar subjects and views. Inci- 
dentally, the Embassy is going in 
for too many re-issues of the 
Magic Carpet series. This is the 
fourth or fifth week in a row where 
material of this kind, which was 
shown a year ago, is up for revival. 

Boys must have found things 
pretty tough during the past week 
to have hunted up an exhibitor 
leader for a speech. Ed Kuykendall, 
new Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America head, handles his 
camera debut well, however. Ed 
passes the picture problem of quan- 
tity and quality directly up to the 
public. Evidently the audience took 
it for granted because there was 
neither hiss nor hurrah, 

Both houses had Washington’s in- 
dustry advisory council, Embassy 
added an interview with Secretary 
Perkins which should win this 
woman executive many picture 
friends, 

Fox sports department, as usual, 
was on the job. Although unable to 
show the Sharkey-Carnera go, it 
worked Primo in for a bit of by- 
play after the fight. 

Only one hiss in the house for 
Hitler—and it had him in semi- 
closeup this time. Adolf, it is be- 
coming more and more apparent, is 
getting passe at the Emb. 
Opening of the Great Lakes to 
Gulf waterway at Chicago by 
Speaker Rainey, Mayor O’Brien’s 
induction of a new bus line, and 
Congressman Peyser’s definition of 
Federal clearance, were among 
other of the more pointed news 
items. 

F-H afforded an interesting study 
of the kings of England and Iraq 
upon the latter’s arrival in London. 
Both houses had it, but the Em- 
bassy, this time by allowing greater 
footage, screened a better subject. 

Every year about this time they 
bring snow down from the Colo- 
rado mountains for summer skiing; 
Texas girls ride bikes; Sokols 
manifest calisthenics; Isle of Man 
has a motorbike race; N. Y. rookie 
cops get their diplomas; Germans 
taste of the wine crop; the Swiss 
yodel and Geisha girls visit war- 
ships. Waly. 


TRANSLUX 


Like the Old Roxy, the Luxer, in 
its class, is going in for the pro- 
verbial all-day show. This week, 
without skimping on its newsreel 
matter and including a cartoon, the 
house throws in a feature-length, 
‘Forgotten Men.’ At the end of the 
feature is a line to the effect that 
it is an exclusive booking and that 
no other neighborhood theatre in 
Greater New York will show it. 


New policy may work as long as 
the Lux is able to keep away from 
features as old as some of the 
shorts it had been projecting. If it 
slips into fourth or fifth run on the 
longies it will lose its identity alto- 
gether. The house had better watch 
its exploitation or else its newsreels 
will rate the go-by. 

With the dailies filled with Otto 
Kahn, Luxer, using Paramount’s 
subject, was the only house with 
coverage Saturday. Par also 
showed better editing of the Al-« 
bany repeal ratification than the 


Em., allowing Al Smith sufficient 
footage to get over some real 
laughs, 


Pathe, while not having the same 
slants of the latest leg in the Am- 
berjack’s cruise as F-H, which 
showed Mrs. Roosevelt boarding the 
boat, capitalized what it had by 
digging into the library and getting 
the Roosevelts on a similar trip 13 
years ago. 

Universal also stepped ahead of 
the Embassy on the lost flier story. 
As well as covering Mattern’s ar- 
rival in Moscow it also had recent 
views of his mother. 

A number of novelty clips were 
in evidence. Paramount interviewed 
80-year-old daughters of a father 
who had fought in 1776. This was 
one of the most unusual stories of 
its kind ever newsreeled. Same reel 
also got a different slant on Japa- 
nese baseball which is creating 
mirth. It showed the grandstands 
in regular football cheering forma- 
tions. Universal, after picturing a 
speedboat that actually seems to fly, 
over the water, showed a plane ene- 
gineering three gliders. 

Pathe obtained an interview with 
the Buck Brothers right after one 
had been sentenced for kidnapping 
and during which he_ shouted, 
‘frame-up!’ 

Newsreel program was led off by 
Pathe’s view of the Italian airmen 
who are flying to the World’s Fair. 
It claimed to show them taking off. 

Waly. 








the flashy radio window-dressing 
that will excite public curiosity and 
which makes Benny, in a sense that 
he never was before, a box-office 
draw. 

Show was poorly booked. Directly 
following the opening Five Wonder 
Girls, a dancing, albeit acrobatic, 
turn there was another dancing act, 
Ray, Realy and Roy. And then there 
was Jans and Whalen with a sub- 
stantial devotion to hoofing. This 
topheavy structure had to be cCar- 
ried by Benny, for the secondary 
headliner, Frances Williams, while 
getting over nicely was a trifle too 
New Yorkish to be embraced by 
Chicago as one of its own kind. 

Those five girls do not make the 
adjective ‘Wonder’ seem hyperbolic. 
They demonstrate some 57 varieties 
of cartwheel, somersault, and con- 
tortion. Furiously fast in pace, the 
act seems, if possible, to suffer from 
too much speed and too little change 
of pace. This thought can be am- 
plified by pointing out the lack of 
sex appeal that results from the 
man-like physical stamina _ dis- 
played, plus unattractive dressing. 

While the Three Dancing R’s as 
Roy, Realy and Ray sub-bill them- 
selves are representative exponents 
of the sort of heavy-soled tapping of 
the trio type, the boys couldn't fol- 
low those five girls. It was like a 
faint breeze after a strong wind. 
Benny uses these lads for a couple 
of gag bits later in the bill. 

Jans and Whalen pleased the 
audience. That report should pre- 
cede and may alibi the fact that 
there isn't hardly a new line or a 
deviation in business throughout 
the turn. Jans is even telling that 
‘you're next’ wheeze about the lady 
barber. Other comics abandoned 
this one at least two years ago. It 
does not appear that Jans and 
Whalen have invested a nickel or a 
moment’s thought on material in 
the past seven years. Only their 
polished style could get away with 
the constant repeat bookings with 
the same old stuff. 

Dan Russo and his pitmen, trim 
in white flannels and sport coats 
went up on the stage as part of 
Benny’s longest session. This crack- 
erjack vaudeville orchestra is ex- 
tremely versatile. 

On the screen the Palace has a 
light-hearted dido from the Radio 
studios called ‘Professional Sweet- 
heart’ which will help the house 
climb up to $25,000, or better, this 
week, Followers of box office re- 
ports know just how nice that will 
be after the last two months. 

Land. 








G. O. H., N. Y. 


The good old G.O.H.’s million dol- 
lar cooling plant (six 1914 model 
electric fans) was working overtime 
Saturday afternoon, but it didn’t 
help. Inside and outside it was 
hotter than Mrs. Gerson’s oven, and 
tougher on the acts than anybody. 
At least the customers didn’t have 
to come. Most of ’em proved it by 
staying away. 

Four acts and dancing all the way 
through the _ bill. Radcliffe and 
Rogers, colored duo that usually 
finishes on the hoof, stuck to sing- 
ing and talking while sitting or 
standing still. In declining to lift 
a leg, they couldn’t be blamed. The 
other acts were not so fortunate 
because dancing is their business. 

Three of the four turns running 
with a double feature the first half 
are new as far as the files indicate, 
but recording them under the New 
Acts classification on a day like 
Saturday would be like slugging a 
one-legged midget on a _ hospital 
cot. 

Jack and Betty Willing opened 
with a dance flash that holds three 
other people besides the featured 
couple. Latter are comedy eccen- 
trics whose pedal hoke isn’t bad at 
all, thanks to the girl. Boy is a 
mechanical comic for whom the 
best way would be to lossen up a 


bit. There’s a blonde sister team 
and another boy who dances 
straight, in evening clothes. Those 


evening clothes were another bright 
idea for two o’clock in the after- 
noon in all the heat, but he’d prob- 
ably rather be classy than comfort- 
able. 

Ross and Russell, who seem to be 
an experienced mixed couple and 
look familiar, despite the unre- 
corded monicker, took over the 
deuce and eased in. Both capable 
people and with some brighter 
chatter up ahead they wouldn't 
need to No. 2 it anywhere. Colored 
team next-to-closing, followed by 
the Ramos Serenaders. 

Ramos appears to be the leader 


of the six-piece Filipino string 
ensemble. He’s the Dave Apollon 
of the South Seas in his manner of 
m.c.’ing, and supposedly a comic. 
A Filipino comedian would be 
something new and unique, but 


Ramos only gives a slight hint of 
how one would look and sound. The 
other Philies just play. Dance team, 
unbilled, is Jose and Edythe, who 


have headed their own flash acts 
in the past. 

‘A Study in Scarlet’ (KBS) and 
George Arliss’ "The Working Man’ 
(WB) comprise the twin film bill. 

Bige- 
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MUSIC HALL 


It’s patriotic week at the Radio 
City Music Hall. Enough for two 
countries, in fact, if your patriot- 
fem is divided. Not that it isn’t 
good—it’s plenty okay on produc- 
tion, etc.—but what a wearer-outer. 
Basket parties might camp out for 
hours in the Hall and like it, but as 
an evening’s entertainment it sort 
of overdoes a good thing. 

Just so that our British cousins’ 
sensitivities aren’t ruffled by the 
Independence Day braggadocia of 
us Americans, a gracious curtsy 
to the ‘Folklore of the British Em- 
pire’ is expressed by a mixed choir 
of the Radio City’s 50 singers, in a 
potpourri of British airs that went 
back to Maxwellton’s Braes of 
Scotland. Maurice Baron arranged 
it and only missed the ‘Londonderry 
Air’ in the medley. Swell singing 
and all that, but they carried it to 
extremes. Viola Philo and Jan 
Peerce were featured in the choral 
overture which Erno Rapee and 
Charles Previn maestroed. 

First Dick Leibert at the console 
started, followed by the Roxyetes, 
as an hors d’ouvre to the British 


overture. Then followed the Amer- 
ican slant, ‘Independence’ Bell,’ 
sumptuously produced in _ four 


scenes, wherein the lights were 
magnificently employed to recreate 
the historic events preceding July 
4, 1776, in Philadelphia. a ae 
Coombs (probably using a lapel 
mike) was highly effective with the 
narration as through the scrim 
Margaret Sande and Nicholas Daks 
with the ballet corps did their minuet 
on the ‘Yankee Doodle’ theme. The 
Three Graces (Jack Press, accom- 
panist), and the entire company 
participated in the sundry tableaux 
depicting the dawn of freedom, the 
signing of the Declaration, the Lib- 
erty Bell, and the Spirit of ’76. 

The show wasn’t half over at this 
point. John Wummer broke it up 
with a flute solo here to pave the 
way for the ‘Ballet Master’s Dream,’ 
Patricia Bowman scintillating as 
the premiere danseuse. It was a 
beautiful numbe , M. Vodnoy as the 
ballet master and Oscar Lifshey as 
pianist, backed by the ballet corps 
again, but in its generally effective- 
ness it was wholly Miss Bowman’s. 

Then the newsreel, on the giant 
screen, which somehow lends some- 
thing extra to the news magazine, 
followed by a holdover dance num- 
ber, ‘Spooks,’ which utilizes the 
luminous paint effects so effectively. 
The Roxeyettes and M. Vodnoy as 
the magician went through some in- 
tricate and highly original choreog- 
raphy that’s greatly to the credit 
of the dance stager. 

‘Bed of Roses’ (RKO Radio-Con- 
stance Bennett), the feature. Biz 
fair opening night. Abel. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 29. 


Utilizing the several hundred ju- 
wveniles enrolled in their recently 
dpened school of dancing, Fanchon & 
Marco staged a lavish Kiddie Revue 
as the current Par stage show. With 
no talent expense, other than the 
regular house line girls, the pro- 
ducers went the limit on production 
and costuming, and have given L, A. 
a juvenile show that rates high in 
entertainment. 

With close to 200 kiddies, the 24 
house girls and the Rube Wolf band, 
stage at times is over-crowded. 
Fanchon has done a good directorial 
job, and the initial performance this 
afternoon moved without a hitch. 

Singles, team, trios, and in up to 
@nsembles of from 40 to 60 kiddies 
are presented in a _ kaledescopic 
array of color, with the juve efforts 
interspersed by two routines by the 
line girls that add the necessary 
touch of professionalism to make it 
a well rounded, though overly long, 
performance. Running close to 75 
mins. at the opening, show will have 
to be pruned considerably if house 
wants to get that necessary turn- 
over, 

Finale has been built into a lavish 
tebleau, with the entire assemblage 
massed in front of the band. 

Par has ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ 
News and Betty Boop cartoon on 
screen. Biz big at initialer, with 
hundreds of children among the pay 
customers. Edwa. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Just how deserted New York was 
on the week-end was evidenced at 
Loew’s Orpheum where even the 
Deutsche East 86th streeters must 
have scrammed elsewhere to cele- 
brate. Late afternoon show wasn’t 
half capacity, although well scat- 
tered and through this voluntary 
ee the house didn’t look so 

ad. 

Teddy King overturing from the 
pit with a novelty specialty, and 
doing the applause routine from the 
trench, may pave the way for a new 
evolution in variety house presenta- 
tion. For some years now, Phil Fa- 
bello has been a trail-blazer with 
this sort of intimate presentation in 
the RKO nabe houses, and King is 
another in the line of personality 
m. c.-conductors who can inject the 
necessary note of intimacy which 
the orthodox sequence of vaude 
acts seems to lack; especially if 





(Par), 


routined in 


formula manner, sans 





any m. c. personality on the bill 
itself. 


Three of the five acts under New 
Acts. DeLong Trio opened well with 
acrostuff. The Four’ Bachelors, 
from radio, must rely on what mild 
ether rep they have to carry them 
into a No. 2 groove. As a straight 
quartet, otherwise, they'd probably 
never be pencilled-in for no other 
season but that somehow this type 
of barber shop act hasn‘t been found 
to the general liking of the bookers, 
in recent seasons. Harmony quar- 
tets, particularly if fortified with 
comedy variations, have always 
made an impression with the vaude 
fans, and the closer to a nabor- 
hood they came, the better they 
went. The Bachelors, although first 
reviewed in ‘31 when their radio 
rep was still in the making, evi- 
dence a paucity of stage work, for 
their gesticulations with the hands 
in saluting the audience, as a ges- 
ture of finale, don't synchronize. 
As it progresses it takes on an 
exaggerated appearance of awk- 
wardness, Some rehearsing needed 
there, 


Harmon and Claxton (New Acts) 
is Josephine Harmon with a new 
partner again and registering a 
mid-section comedy click. Art 
Frank with his a. k. stuff and Vivian 
Peterson straighting and contribut- 
ing dance specialties was another 
sure-fire entry. Frank never lets 
down on his characterization and 
just when the expose seems immi- 
nent he tightens up and exits in 
legit manner. Ann Pritchard Co. 
(New Acts) closed. ‘Eagle and the 
Hawk’ (Par), augmented by two 
WB shorts and Hearst news on 
screen, 

Abel. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Entertainment right through the 
stage show is pretty thin this week, 
and so was the attendance that 
greeted the bill’s unveiling at the 
Saturday matinee. Compared to 
the level of diversion that this spot 
has been feeding them for the past 
two or three months the current 
sample is not only a bad case of 
toppling but an indication that the 
pursestrings are being tightly drawn 
and a policy calling for easy coast- 
ing through the balance of the 
summer is in effect. 


It’s one of those shows that never 
seems to get started, which here is 
due simply to the fact there isn’t a 
smash act in the stage load. Routed 
from the previous week’s stand at 
the old Roxy came an act, Cowboy 
Tom’s Roundup, heard over one of 
New York’s minor stations, WIENS. 
It directs itself principally through 
that medium to the kid listening 
element. For the adult and likely 
for anyone above an eight-year in- 
telligence quotient the thing is bad 
enough on the air. Transported to 
the stage it can’t help but generate 
an air of amateur night. 


In honor of this Cowboy Tom im- 
portation the presentation dresses 
itself up in western fashion, and 
that also goes for the backdrop, the 
stage band and the romping line of 
Gae Foster disciples.e Even the en- 
semble bits : re away below stand- 
ard. Both the first and second 
numbers, in which the girls alter- 
nate from cowgirl to Indian regalia, 
unlimbered routines of beginner de- 
sign and in either instance their 
efforts netted complete _ silence. 
Finale steppery, supposedly of 
Spanish kinship, was equally with- 
out distinction, 


In the line of specialists there’s 
a whistler, a talking juggler, a com- 
edy dancing team and an adagio 
trio. The whistler, Roy Wallin, had 
the first inning and got away nicely 
with a rendition of ‘Poet and Peas- 
ant.’ Cowboy Tom and his menage 
took the next 10 minutes for a mix- 
ture of warbling and trombone 
blowing that even left the program’s 
kid admirers, if there were any in 
the audience, cold. 

The Indian in the troupe got down 
on his knees and crooned a lament 
about wanting to go back to the 
trail of long ago and revealed a 
voice and stage presence that meant 
well but were totally out of place. 
Later the redskin doubled on the 
trombone, and did better by him- 
self. Besides a rangey lad who 
gave voice to a couple of hillbilly 
laments to the twanging of a gui- 
tar, Cowboy Tom brought on a 
Indian-clad tumbler for a couple 
rounds of cartwheeling. It was all 
pretty dull. 

Rodney and Gould, dead-pan pan- 
tomimists and eccentric dancers, 
took up the proceedings from that 
point and spread some good cause 
for giggling. Ensuing niche had 
Wesley Eddy, the spot’s standby 
m. c., pouring a melodious croon 
into a mike, later to be joined by 
four instrumentalists out of his 
band for a potpourri of hot synco- 
pation, with the combination scor- 
ing the only noisy handout accorded 
during the entire performance, 

Edwin George came next with a 
line of gabbing and juggling of sorts 
that garnered him a neat sendoff, 
and Dolores, Andre and Dmitri 
brought the event to a finale with 
their diverting collection of adagio 
bits. 

On screen is 
(Fox). 


‘Trick for Trick’ 
Odes, 


PALACE 


Because the Palace is losing less 
with its kind of vaude than it might 
on straight films, vaude is staying 
here. No surprise. After seven 
policy changes in a year, when the 
RKO head man changes his mind 
in the middle of the week it’s not 
news. 

Nobody has figured that it’s may- 
be the kind of vaude that counts. 
There's nothing enthusiastic about 
the 5-act setup current. It's budget- 
ary entertainment. Built for econ- 
omy reasons and not for amuse- 
ment value to customers. 

There was a little excitement at 
the Palace backstage Saturday 
(change day) matinee, or maybe. 
For the loud speakers which op- 
erated okay in rehearsals went 
screwy during the deuce spot, with 
the Three X Sisters, harmony trio 
from the air. Additionally, the girls 
found it tourh to follow the pit 
piano accompaniment at one stage. 

Just one of those things and 
hardly a break for the girls. They 
were compelled to yodel minus mike 
to get away from the loud-speaker 
static. 

Apparently some excitement lin- 
gered backstage. Maybe it was the 
sudden realization that vaude was 
to stay another week. At any rate, 
a couple of slip-ups occurred in the 
opening act of the Three Crystals, 
roller skating act, two boys and 
girl, and the girl slipped once, as 
did one of the boys. Just one of 
those things. The trio has okay 
tricks. 

Vic Oliver and Margot Crangle, 
who fill next-to-shut, add laughs 
to those mid-way of the bill by Lulu 
McConnell. But Oliver could well 
eliminate some of his chatter. 
Couple items altogether offside. 
Miss McConnell, in her customary 
‘bridge game’ sketch over easily. 

The closing number current is 
Miles and Kover. A modernistic 
dance flash, which for the most 
part isn’t native to vaude. That's 
the mechanical gyration of five girls 
opening and at closing. The best 
number is the finish, a sort of Ro- 
man thing, suggesting a chariot. It 
has a certain rhythm and takes. 

That ‘bump’ number which Miles 
and Kover do in reverse isn’t es- 
pecially sightly or amusing. 

If the Palace goes over this week 
the film end will get the credit, 
anyway on the books of the econ- 
omy swingers. No doubt that the 
showing of the Sharkey-Carnera 
fight film helps. 

Main feature is ‘I Loved You 
Wednesday’ (Fox), which ought to 
help some more, but until vaude 
is used for better than merely filler 
stuff for a weak film end, the Pal- 
ace is question mark. Shan. 


MET, BROOKLYN 


With Harlow-Gable for the film 
headlines, the Metropolitan, Loew's 
Brooklyn ace house, apparently felt 
that the show did not matter 
greatly, and in the matter of name 
values the bill looks unimportant. 
It’s a better show than it looks on 
paper and Stuart and Lash help 
along with an m.c. stunt that does 
not kill off the acts through too 
much incidental patter. For a fam- 
ily house the value of a seatless 
pair of trousers is to be questioned 
as a comedy adjunct, but other- 
wise they were helpful in keeping 
up the tempo of a bill which might 
have lagged without a continuity. 

Opener is the Andressens in their 
standard perch act, with two perch 
routines and spaced by the wom- 
an’s ground tumbling and upside- 
down dancing. Latter is not as 
much of a novelty as it used to be, 
but she sells it nicely and the finish 
in which she is whirled around like 
a flag atop the staff is a clincher. 

Stuart and Lash hop right in 
for their first bit, introing Harriet 
Hutchings, who got off on her left 
foot, heading backward. Crowd did 
not care much for her old-fashioned 
nightie; they had heard of the trav- 
eling salesman and the farmer's 
daughter before and were not in- 
terested. They perked up when 
she went for a change and ap- 
plauded the ‘Harlem Moon’ bit, but 
the opener is a ball and chain. Still 
she got back by request and not by 
force. 

No question about Charles Trim- 
blin. He's good for about every so 
often and this return was not too 


often. Same old stuff, but the same 
old hit, as well, so that made it 
evens. 


Stewart and Lash next for what 
was left of the act they had been 
borrowing from and then Samuels 
Brothers Revue, which is rather 
important billing for a six-act of 
straight dance routines. The three 
boys dance smartly and in nice 
unison, two of the girls coming into 
the last bit without pulling down 
the average. Youngsters deserve 
applause for the fact they can do 
a three-man comedy acro act with- 
out going nance. Showing it can 
be done, though it isn’t done often. 
Third girl does one legmania and 
acro with a couple of months’ more 
practise before she can get the 
Mady leg swing over properly. She 
does it, but awkwardly and with 
evident effort; other work good. 
Turn needs a smarter finish. 

Closing number is 60 much like 
the opening one, except for the 
1ddition of the two girls, that the 





audience does not realize that it’s 





the end until the curtains close in 
They should split out into a whoo- 
pee for the finish. It would very 
materially improve their final score. 
Show runs 65 minutes without an 
overture 

Film program limited to ‘Hold 
Your Man’ (Metro) and a newsreel. 
No time for anything else. Busi- 
ness Sat. fairly good in face of the 
heat and the assurance of a thun- 
dershower. If the heat lets up the 
house should do well, though there 


are complaints from the residents 
that the house is not kept cool 
enough Chic. 
CRITERION, L. A. 
Los Angeles, June 30. 


T. L. Tally, veteran Los Angeles 
exhibitor, chose an _ inopportune 
night on which to stage his come- 
back, through the reopening of his 
long-darkened Criterion. His $2 
premiere tonight was a decided dis- 
appointment for the grey haired 
theatre man, customers being few 
and far between. 

Choosing the eve of a four-day 
holiday on which to reveal the L. A. 
picture fans his present-day views 
on exhibition, Tally made his ini- 
tial error, and staging an advanced 
priced premiere with a Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer ‘weak sister’ (‘The 
Barbarian’) as the screen feature, 
also demonstrated a lack of the 
acute showmanship for which the 
pioneer exhib was for so many 
years noted. 

Re-opened Criterion again brings 
it to the fore as one of downtown 
L. A.’s most inviting playhouses, 
yet its location, two blocks off the 
main stem, and a question of suita- 
ble first-run product make the ven- 
ture a questionable one. 

Inaugural was marked by the 
presence of a dozen or so minor 
film luminaries, with the veteran 
Charlie Murray acting as m.c., and 
being put on a spot through failure 
of several of the promised ‘names’ 
to make their appearance. A clever 
bit of covering was done by John 
Miljan, who, after several futile 
attempts by Murray to get re- 
sponses to introductions, informed 
the m.c. that he had been using 
the wrong list, and substituted one 
of screen personages known to be 
in the house. 

Incidental to the screen program, 
which in addition to the feature 
comprised several short subjects, 
Tally presented Roy Russell, a ro- 
mantic tenor, in a short repertoire 
of selections. An unprogrammed 
pianist, accompanied, subbing for 
Marie Golden, who had been widely 
advertised to appear. Russell has 
a likeable personality and a fine 
tenor voice, which he handles nice- 
ly. One of his three numbers was 
in German, and the few customers 
out front rewarded him nicely. 

A short, made up of ancient film 
shots, created considerable diver- 
sion, while a travelog of China, and 
Pathe News filled in satisfactorily. 

Following the premiere, Criterion, 
a 1,600-seater, will go into a grind 
policy with weekly changes, includ- 
ing incidental stage presentations. 
Eddie Horton presides at the newly 
installed organ, and will likely be- 
come a fixture, as his renditions 
proved highly acceptable. Edwa. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


Maybe it was too hot Saturday 
afternoon to expect any business. 
That might account for the fact 
that the customers in this emporium 
could be counted without going into 
three figures. And the great droves 
that stayed away from the theatre 
will never know what they missed. 
Because the current Academy lay- 
out reaches a new low for enter- 
tainment value—and for the Acad- 
emy, that’s saying a lot. 

There's a good opening act. Four 
Nelsons, jugglers, know their busi- 
ness. Three men and a girl, and 
all good at the hoop stuff besides 
knowing about showmanship, 

Second act not so bad, either. 
Allen and Kent. Two lively young- 
sters, boy and girl, who dance. Then 
they drag out papa and mama to 
do some more dancing. In the 
old days Allen and Kent, when it 
was just the old folks, did a better 
act, but why kick? Current turn is 
okay deucer and probably deserv- 
ing of a good deal better spot on the 
current layout. 

O'Donnell and Blair are in the 
trey with their old-fashioned, old- 
time knockabout act. It was fairly 
funny once. It’s pretty clumsy to- 
day. 

Steve Evans, next to shut, is a 
complete waste of time. He's a 
good-looking blonde boy who does 
bad imitations of unimportant or 
forgotten people. Nearest he gets 
to amusement is in a Joe Brown 
drunk number. Farthest from any- 


thing is a _ pretty terrible Lon 
Chaney thing. 

Snooks’ Paramount Orchestra 
closes Just a band act. They 
probably don’t play any worse than 
Joe Gershenson's pitmen, Couple 
girls for specialties help a little, 
but the turn just doesn’t mean a 
thing. 

For booster purposes there’s the 
fight picture on the screen plus 
Girl in Room 419’ (Fox) The fight 
picture got the bird from the audi- 
ence, making it that much pleas- 
anter for the house manager 

Kauf 


Million Dollar, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 26. 
itonday is bargain night at thia 
vaui-filmer house, with profes- 
sional tryouts augmenting the regu- 


lar six act bill. At a i15c balcony 
and 25c lewer floor admish, house 
gets plenty of bargain seekers, 


drawn largely from the eastern sec- 
tion of town and the nearby neigh- 
borhoods. 

Current show is made up of acta 
that have mostly played the higher 
priced vaude houses hereabouts, 
with several of the turns one time 
rated as standard. 

Four tryouts preceding the regu- 
lar vaude, with only one turn, the 
Owen Fallon Californians (comedy 
band), rating attention from the 
bookers. Later on, the Z.Mar Cellar 
Duo, four juves with a barrel full 
of talent, will be ripe for almost any 
kind of vaude show. The young- 
sters, two boys and two girls, dance 
and sing and one is exceptionally 
proficient on the sax and clarinet 
Act is snappily dressed and if the 
combo continues to work together it 
should be heard from one of these 
days. 

Bourbon Sisters, pair of fairly at- 
tractive femmes who do mostly tap 
and acrobatic stepping, follow and 
do as good as can be expected. The 
Fallon band of eight, plus Fallon, 
are a corking comedy musical out- 
fit who inject plenty of novelty in 
their offering. With a little more 
grooming act will be ready. 

Name of fourth act, a single 
femme warbler, not announced by 
Ray Goman, m.c., who apologized 
for her delay by saying she had fer- 
gotten her music. Too bad she 
located it. 

Going right into the regular vaude 
bill, opener has Kerr and Weston, a 
pair of vets in vaude, who are abty 
assisted by an equally talented boy 
and girl stepper, billed as the Ray- 
nor Twins. Kerr does his oldtime 
contortionist stuff, utilizing various 
sizes of barrels in which to disport 
himself and provides plenty of good 
comedy to start the bill off with a 
bang. Miss Weston makes a brief 
appearance at the finale, right after 
the boy has done a marvelous tap 
dance, using his head for a mat- 
board. 

In the deuce spot, Moro and 
Frances repeat in toto the comedy 
musical act caught and reviewed 
a couple of weeks ago at the Down- 
town here. Man knows how to 
handle a violin and guitar for com- 
edy effects and pair clicks nicely. 

Alvarado and Jean, ballroom 
dancers, follow, revealing class, 
During a costume change Julita 
Conin, Spanish warbler, fills in with 
a combo Spanish-American song 
that fits in oke. Flack Bros. xylo- 
phonists, play classical and pop 
numbers with precision and have no 
trouble registering. 

Next to close spot allotted to Bee 
and Ray Goman, in as clever a 
comedy talking act as has been seen 
hereabouts in many moons. Girl is 
the comedienne, with her partner 
handling the straight, with occa- 
sional lapses into comedy. They 
mop up and have to beg off. 

Irving and Lester close with a 
series of hand-to-hand and other 
balancing stunts. Boys have nice 
personalities, work easily and have 
no trouble holding the customers 
in their seats. 

On screen, ‘Eagle and the Hawk’ 
(Par), News, pictorial. House about 
three-quarters filled on night 
caught. Edwa. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 30. 

How long the revival of vaude, in 
combination with the Horace Heidt 
stage band policy, is going to con- 
tinue at this house is problematical, 
at least it would seem so to any 
casual observer in view of the 
brutal biz. Instead of improving, 
the take at the b.o. gets leaner and 
leaner, with no telling when the 
RKO mogus in N, Y. will call a 
halt. 

Current show is the best of the 
three since the stage policy was re- 
vived here. Luster Bros., tumblers 
and acrobats, offer a lot of routine 
and novelty stuff that starts the 
show off nicely. In the deuce spot, 
Davey Jamieson, with his daughter, 
Louise, and his veteran father, pro- 
vide three generations of dancing, 
which reveals an intricate array of 
hoofing of the three different ages 
Daughter does the modern stuff, 
Jamieson’'s dancing is reminiscent of 
the 90’s, and dad goes back 40 to 
50 years with his old-fashioned 
clogging and Irish jigging. It was 
diversified fare, and enjoyed by the 
handful of customers on hand at 
the opener today. 

Larry Rich, with Cheri, and Iris 





Monohan, a snappy blonde dancer, 
does his usual clowning, using the 
pit boys for a lot of hokum; Cheri 
sings a bit, Miss Monohan steps 
some fast routines and for a wind- 
up Rich warbles Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh,’ which he has been doing for 
these past several years, and which 
he puts over ok 

Closing the regular vaude portion 
is Charlie Hill, in a ymedy piano 
rect, assisted by Ruth Gillette, a 
ynelv blonde with a high soprano 

(Continued on page 44) 
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FILM REVIEWS | 


Tuesday, July 4, 1933 











MAYOR OF HELL 


Warner Bros. production and’ release. 
Starring James Cagney. With Madge 
Evans, Allen Jenkins, Arthur Byron. 


Directed by Archie Mayo. Screen play by 
Edward Chodorov. Based on story by Islin 
Auster. Photographer. Barney McGill, At 
the Strand, N. Y., June 29. Running time, 
87 minutes. 








Dt diol 20d cendees cece sens James Cagney 
Dorothy Griffith.............. Madge Evans 
RE ARBs oe eosseece Allen Jenkins 
WROMPHONs sie ccicccicse «--..-Dudley Digges 
Judge Gilbert——. .— Arthur Byron 
a pabeeedese es Frankie Darrow 
WEOMOPR. .% oo sk sic seeee-- William V. Mong 
SOED. sacchestecscd e+eeee.-Mickey Bennett 
AAA SEE eA eeccccocccecoses Sidney Miller 

Satisfactory, even though both 


the dialog and the plot have unde- 
sirable items. A competent cast 
and able direction minimize effect 
of these faults. Story is of a killer 
reforming a reformatory. 

Cagney is that Jekyll-Hyde char- 
acter. All done for a blonde nurse. 
Element of interest for the b.o. is 
the 250 or so boys who participate 
in the picture. Particularly Frankie 
Darrow. He's one of the leaders 
and although Cagney is as good as 
usual, Darrow and even Dudley 
Digges cop important attention. 
Digges is the abusive superintend- 
ent of the boys’ reformatory. 

Picture has its tearful moments 
which should carry. It’s lighter 


moments, which aren’t many, are 
earried mostly on the reverse 
through the kids’ actions and Allen 
Jenkins. Jenkins plays a stooge 


gunman and handy~man for Cag- 
ney. 

Story gets a good start, showing 
the kids working a street racket in 
watching autos and carrying on 
petty thievery. Then the juvenile 
court sessions prelim to the kids 
going away. That’s a tough 20- 
minute exhibition of parental com- 
plications: The apparent aim is to 
get over how the kids are products 
of environment mostly. Okay and 
works up necessary sympathy to 
earry the kids along. 

The big item which customers 
have to swallow is that while re- 
formime kids, Cagney sticks to his 
trade as a gang leader. Gets tough- 
est for logical acceptance when he 
kills a crosser in his gang while. 
still playing a saintly role among 
the kids. Of. course, he reforms 
altogether, himself and others, at | 
the finish. ' 

However, when the kids thém- 
selves fire the reformatory and 
cause the death ofthe super, that’s 
an offside point. Here, it looks like 
able direction in the: handling of 
voung Darrow, will pull the item 
over without adverse reaction from 
customers. 

Photography is okay. Madge 
Evans does a good job here and is 
easv to look at. ; 

While having the framework of 
a junior ‘Big House’—it’s only ‘the 
‘ramework. Story isn’t so strong. 

Shan. 


WOMAN I STOLE 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Jack Holt. Fay Wray featured. Directed 
by Irving Cummings. Story by Joseph 
Hergesheimer; adaptation by Jo Swerling; 
cameraman, Benjamin Kline; semeant. di- 
zene 





rector, David Selman; film editor, 
Havlik. At Rialto, N. ¥., week June 28. 
Running time, 70 mins. 
BD SOPRA sg 6c kc dpone ccécsecse Jack Holt 
Wee GOT... ccs scccese sexeranese. ser 
General Rayon.........+. eee---Noah Beery 
OUOIIAR. 0.6 ovis cdencedocotcees Raquel Torres 
RO on cacdcndsconee 69.00% ene Donald Cook 
BMD oscvecges eeeéacebeesées Edwin Maxwell 
DOOUOMOR ban dics ceded f0b aes Charles Browne 
Fe Scidb ode note 0% Ferdinand Munier 
OEMOGE condo sre ehet ee bocqers ass Lee Phelps 
Jack Holt has been making pic- 
tures like this for years and has 
prospered. There’s nothing espe- 


cially distinguished in the output, 
but it is all eminently saleable ma- 
terial. Factory product, but factory 
product of a successful kind, with 
a ready market and satisfactory re- 
turns. This one grades. as good 
commercially. 

©n the story side it has the sup- 
port of Joseph Hergesheimer, a 
shrewd maker of magazine fiction, 
thoroughly abreast of his market, 
and a successful judge of public 
taste. Jo Swerling has turned out 
an excellent adaptation, simple, di- 
rect, a workmanlike job, which term 
characterizes the production § all 
around. Critics wont rave over it, 
but it belongs to the great bulk of 
commercial film that forms the 
backbone of a national industry. 

This time the locale is the North 
African oil fields, a setting that 
lends itself to engaging atmosphere, 
with its: wastes of desert and bands 
of galloping horsemen, sturdy men 
in linen evening clothes and a hero- 
ine beautifully garbed, but discon- 
tented with her lot. Story has to 
do with the strong Jack Holt, rough 
and ready hero of the wild lands, 
who wins the wife of his friend, 
then finds her unworthy and casts 
her off—a made-to-order role for 
Holt. 

This player is a peculiarly con- 
sistent name on the screen. He 
doesn’t experiment in versatility. 
Always his characters are rough 
and tough, ignorant sometimes, oc- 
casionally uncout’:, but always the 
key to the appeal is in the char- 
acter’s innate sense of honor. This 
whole story swings on that point 
and therein lies its punch. 

In the planting of the yarn there 
fs ground for the belief that Holt 
is plotting the husband’s ruin to 
win the woman—certainly, the hus- 
band thinks so. Instead, the denoue- 
ment reveals that'he was counter- 


plotting against the husband’s real 
enemies, a conniving oil official who 
had the desert bandits in his pay 
to wreck the company managed by 
the husband as a means to estab- 


lishing his own dictatorship over 
the oil fields. 
Intent is melodramatic, but the 


treatment is particularly smooth and 
innocent of overdone herofcs with- 
out sacrifice of action, a middle 
course that works out entertain- 
ingly. Noah Beery plays a comedy 
bit for all it’s worth in laughs and 
chuckles. 

The acting is engaging in its sim- 
plicity. Fay Wray has a semi-walk- 
through role, but dresses it attrac- 


grace. Raquel Torres contributes 
her tempestuous self in several 
comedy sequences and Donald Cook 
manages a difficult juvenile role 
with a good deai of expertness. 
Photography is excellent and the 
backgrounds in the restrained but 


nique. Rush, 
SAMARANG 
(Silent) 
B F. Zeidman production. United 


Artists release. Directed by Ward Wing 
Associate producer, Charles Hunt; story, 
Lori Bara; editor, Tom J. Geraghty; musi- 
cal supervision, Abe Meyer; score, Sam 
K. Wieland; photographer, John C. Cook. 
Submarine photography, Stacy Woodward. 





At Rivoli, N. Y., week June 28. Running 
time. 59 mins. 
EE Sb v5 as Fe bness covede shies Ahmang 
His Sweetheart..... cand alee scowl Sai-Yu 
His Little Brother. . Sivan Ko-Hai 
ts SE «soba ok od 6.08 5 odhee 0% Mamounah 
Captain of Schooner..... et¥iae ta Chang-Fu 


Big towns may figure nothing un- 
usual in several bare flashes of a 
native girl; but the undersea stuff 
included -and good _ exploitation 
should see this one through satis- 
factorily. The exploitation angle is 


unusually important. 


Story is simple and played by a 
native cast. Boy and girl, with girl 
the daughter of a chief. Boy is too 
poor to win parental consent and 
takes to pearl diving. His younger 
brother emulates him in a sudden 


impulse and the youngster is caught 
my a shark. He dies. So the elder 
brother not only gets his pearl and 
the girl, but he also kills the shark. 
Many places where the titles in 
this silent picture are more dra- 
matic than what follows. Action 
does not always equal the heralding 
and sometimes too much is inferred 
but not shown. It’s a matter of 
opinion to what extent it can affect 
general reception. Photography 
throughout is admirable. 
Romantically the picture lacks a 
punch yet the film carries a sort 
of balance of dramatic power in 
the big fish fighting one another 
to destruction. This comes in the 
opening sequences and later. 

That the picture is silent is bound 
to offer relief to some. But being 
silent isn’t going to detract. where 
the film is handled properly. 

Film dissolves into undersea shots 
rather in narrative order. A jelly- 
fish is shown absorbing a crab, a 
starfish devouring clams. Later, 
there’s a pretty good battle between 
an octopus and a shark. 

Ward Wing shot this footage and 
it couldn't have been any cinch. 
Some snakes, too, with a reptile 
crushing a small deer, a more 
dreadful kick than the later shot 
of a snake coiling around a native. 

Loria Bara, credited with the 
story, is the wife of Wing and a 
sister of Theda Bara. Shan. 


Tomorrow at Seven 


Jefferson Pictures production and Radio 
release. Directed by Ray Enright. Ches- 
ter Morris and Vivienne Osborne fea- 
tured. Story and dialog, Ralph Spence: 
Charles Schoenbaum, photog, At old 
Roxy, N. Y., week June 30. Running 
time, 65 mins. 
Neil: Broderick: .....5.6cces5 Chester Morris 
Vivienne Osborne 

















Clancy.... «.-Frank McHugh 
Dugan ..;.. omeccected Allen Jenkins 
Drake e -Henry Stephenson 
Winters boebéseeeeees.es + avee Grant Mitchell 
Simons.... oeee ..Charles Middleton 
SPENDS 5040604 0c-4e ds atias aun ..Oscar Apfel 

Low . pressure murder mystery 
which doesn’t move as fast as it 
should. Uses all the customary 
tricks to develop an elementary 
master mind criminal theme and 


successful only on the comedy end. 
Hére-as well as in other depart- 
ments the laughs are drawn 
through a stereotyped medium—the 
familiar team of clown detectives. 

Characters are a young murder 
mystery novelist, an old million- 
aire supposedly devoting his for- 
tune to the capture of the murderer 
who’s terrifying the nation, the old 
man’s male secretary ana the male 
sec’s daughter. The criminal calls 
himself the Ace of Spades, leaving 
the customary marker near the 
body in addition to warning ’em in 
advance and naming the hour. Iden- 
tity of the Ace is pretty well con- 
cealed until the finish. 

For those who walk in on this 
one at the middle, viewing the first 
half after the solution has been re- 
vealed, will hold little amusement. 
Only the antics of the comedy flat- 
feet, Frank McHugh and Allen Jen- 
kins, can sustain attention. Ches- 
ter Morris and Vivienne Osborne, 
featured, and all the others play it 





in stock fashion. Little name 
strength to redeem the’ genéral 
shortcomings Bige. 


tively and plays it with agreeable ; 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB). Cag- 
ney film with competent cast 
in a story of how a killer ends 
brutality in a boys’ reforma- 
tory and reforms the inmates. 
Has outline of a junior ‘Big 
House.’ Offers exploitation 
easily. 

‘Woman | Stole’ (Col). Typi- 
cal Jack Holt melo, well made 
and dependable program prod- 
uct. Story from Joseph 
Hergesheimer novel. 

‘Samarang’ (UA). Silent nar- 
rative of a South Seas romance 
with much to be exploited and 
if handled properly has good 











eloquent vein of the very best tech- ' 


chance. Submarine shots of 
undersea anemones fighting are 


interesting and okay. 
‘Hold Your Man’ (M-G). 
Jean Harlow and Clarke 


Gable in a real money pic- 
ture, built around two very 
sympathetic young under- 
worlders, and their hard- 
boiled romance. Most prom- 
ising box office prospect in 
months. 

‘Bed of Roses’ (Radio). 
Constance Bennett starrer in 
a drab, sex tale of familar 
pattern but designed for fair 
box office attention. Pert 
Kelton’s Maewestish debut in 
flickers will have ‘’em talking. 
Joel. McCrea is the male lead 


and should count with the 
flaps. 
‘Return of Casey Jones’ 


(Mono). Fair cast names wast- 
ed on uninspired production of 
uninspiring script. Can _ be 
whooped up in railroad divi- 
sion towns. 











lease. 


cameraman, 


HOLD YOUR MAN 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 
Co-stars Jean Harlow and Clark 


Gable. Directed by Sam Wood. Story by 


Anita Loos, adaptation by Miss Loos and 


Howard Emmett Rogers; incidental song, 
Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur Freed; 
Harold Rosson; film editor, 
Frank Sullivan. At Capitol, N. Y., week 
June 30. Running time, 86 mins. 

MENG. Zoccccccvncennesssscp+ +: SCan SaatIow 
Eddie ..ccccccccccsese .--.-Clark Gable 
BD caves nragebvdesocoodésvessecs Stuart Erwin 
GYPSY ..cccocesse ..Dorothy Burgess 
Bertha ...Muriel Kirkland 
Garry Owen 
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Shim cc cccccccccccccsoesesseses 
Badia .ccctosees e .-Barbara Barondess 
Aubrey Mitchell......6+--+-+-+- Paul Hurst 
Miss Tuttle....... .Elizabeth Patterson 
Lily Mae Crippen.......-..- Theresa Harris 
Mrs. Wagner....... ~«++--Blanche Friderici 
Reverend Crippen........-.+.«-- George Reed 


Top type of commercial product 
and a release that looks sure for 
better than average attendance, 
both on the strength of its high 
score leads and on word of mouth. 
Story has the popular character, 
with special reference to the fem- 
inine interest. Running time of 
nearly an hour and a half looks like 
it’s overboard on footage, but the 
story sustains itself throughout and 
only the watch tells the tale. 


Anita Loos knows her fans and 
here an author seems to have been 
able to have her way without too 
much interference. She ladles out 
the sentiment in heavy portions, 
mixes in a generous flavoring of 
bristling fast dialog of comedy 
drama purpose, and the results are 
eminently satisfactory in terms of 
entertainment. Story merit is abun- 
dantly supported by expert playing, 
especially on the part of Miss Har- 
low, and the production is of the 
highest grade. 

There seems to have been some 
uncertainty on the part of the 
studio as to the story’s ethicai 
values. Heroine is a hard-boiled 
gold digger in the early passages 
and coast reports were that there 
had been remakes and juggling of 
the early motivation to whitewash 
the character. Apparently it. was 
the first version that reached the 
Capitol, and there is ground for 
the view that the choice was the 
right one. 

Nothing wrong with the ethics 
of the situation in which both prin- 
cipal characters start as unworthy, 
for it is the honest love they find 
in each other that works out their 
regeneration. That outline ought 
to be censor-proof. However, there 
is one detail that it might be tactful 
to omit. Some of the by-play in a 
sequence with a lot of reformatory 
girls in chapel singing, ‘Onward 
Christian Soldiers,’ works out to 
comedy effect in a few details and 
is pretty sure to give offense. Epi- 
sode isn’t vital, anyhow. 

Earlier sequences have plenty of 
ginger, but the torrid details are 
handled with the utmost discretion 
while conveying a maximum of ef- 
fect. These deal with the campaign 
of the small crook, Eddie (Gable) 
to make Ruby, presented as a girl 
vaguely hard to get and still no 
better than she should be. Bringing 
of the two together is a sequence 
worthy of an O. Henry. Eddie and 
a pal (Garry Owen and doing very 
well indeed with a minor role) work 
a fast ’poke switch’ on sidewalk 
passers-by. They get caught and 
Eddie takes refuge in a strange 
flathouse. Seeking cover he crashes 





into Ruby’s bathroom while Ruby 


is in the tub. 
from the start. 
Sddie gets 90 





‘hot’ car and comes out, unregene- 


income. A badger scheme is framed 
with one of Ruby’s chumps and in 
the mix-up Eddie finds he loves the 
girl and socks the sap, uninten- 
tially kills him, and the violence 
is supposedly justified by the man’s 
sudden realization he is fond of the 
girl. 

Eddie makes his getaway, but 
Ruby is caught and gets two years 
in the reformatory, a sequence 
worked out on the screen as a 
model of taste and judgment, and 
at the same time a series of scenes 
which are right both in strong hu- 
man comedy and a good deal of 
dramatic force. Nothing of the kind 
has been better done on the screen 
for graphic clarity, realism, and 
still the material is entirely inno- 
cent of the sordid angle associated 
with the locale. 

A swift action finish puts a satis- 
fying period to the romance, rather 
hard to take in some particulars 
but a well sustained finale, in which 
Eddie crashes the reformatory on 
visiting day, eludes the matrons 
and persuades a visiting minister 
to marry him and Ruby before the 
police catch up to him. 

One of the most promising money 
pctures n the last four months. 
Rush, 


BED OF ROSES 
Radio production and release. starring 
Constance Bennett. Gregory LaCava di- 


rected. Original and screen play by Wanda 
Tuchock; additional dialog, Eugene Thack- 


rey. Camera, Charles Rosher; music direc- 
tor. Max Steiner; assistant director, Ed- 
ward Killy. A Pandro 8. Perman pro- 


duction. At Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., 
week June 29. Running time, 70 mins. 


De MIs 6.05 6 00.0992 Constance Bennett 
SE “Sicehecis eee rece Ceceecien Joel McCrea 
IEG, cnectctesoccees eeeee---JOhn Halliday 
BUR 5 oc ds-xvne sen ccesee ea Pert Kelton 
eee. POR. o's bidec desde Samuel Hinds 


A so-so flicker. Bennett will have 
to bolster it. While lacking in some 
of the elements which distinguish 
previous roles. where she essayed 
glamorous ladies, the . wanton- 
woman stuff should find better gen- 
eral box office appeal than the pre- 
ceding sophistication. 

Story in itself is formula. It’s 
tawdry and unwholesome in the 
main. It’s therefore to the greater 
credit of the artificers, including the 
star, that it was made as sympa- 
thetic as it evolved, towards the 
end. As a rapacious female, Miss 
Bennett’s characterization hews 
close to the line almost all the way. 
It’s even broader as regards Pert 
Kelton, her buddy, in the racket of 
trimming the masculine of the 
specie. The regenerative love stuff 
with Joel ‘McCrea takes it out of 
the gutter, where it starts and 
stays almost all of the way. 

Both gals are alumnae of a re- 
form school and the rolling-the- 
lush stuff on a Mississippi steamer 
bound for New Orleans leaves noth- 
ing out. Then comes the big love 
affair and Miss Bennett walks out 
on the engaging N. O. publisher, 
John Halliday, whom _ she _ has 
hooked in a manner that likewise 
goes into all of the details on the 
modus operandi of landing a chump. 

It’s a short cast, but Pert Kelton 
stands out head and_e shoulders 
above everything with a Maywest- 


ish, hip-rolling, nasal-twanging, 
get-your-man routine which is 
something of a_ surprise. It so 


eclipses the rest of it, including the 
star (in some of those scenes she 
makes a stooge out of Bennett) that 
it evidences an unsuspected mag- 
nanimity on the part of the star or 
a physical handicap which for- 
fended any further editing. Miss 
Kelton, a dancing comedienne out 
of Ziegfeld musicals and vaudeville, 
does not suggest the robust Miss 
West in build, other than in general 
demeanor. Hers is a more slinky 
vamp, wise cracking and ever-ef- 
fective, with the choicest phrases 
handed to her, 

‘Bed of Roses’ is good b. 0. as a 
label. It suggests the negated ‘No 
Bed of Roses’ (which probably was 
the original title) and will permit 
the exploiters to do their sex 
bally to the fullest over the sum- 
mer, There’s. enough moralistic 
top-off, including a symbolic clergy- 
man who is rather dragged into the 
picture, to offset any official aggra- 
vations. Abel. 


THE ONLY GIRL 


(ANGLO-GERMAN) 
London, June 20. 

Ufa Gaumont-British production, released 
through Gaumont-British. Directed by 
Friedrich Hollaender. In cast: Lilian Har- 
vey, Charles Boyer, O. B. Clarence, Ernest 
Thesiger and others. Length, 7,500 feet. 
Previewed Prince Edward theatre, London. 
June 16. 


Another vain atempt to turn out 
another ‘Congress Dances.’ Lilian 
Harvey, English girl who has made 
her film reputation in Germany, was 
the heroine in the Ufa ‘Congress 
Dances,’ and ever since they have 
been trying to duplicate this suc- 
cess. This is a conscientious at- 
tempt to present musical romance 
in German court settings and with 
deft direction and casting. 

_Everything within reason was 
given to this production, and it will 
make an interesting feature but no 





smash. Jolo. 


Story is set in action 


days when he's 
tricked into driving another crook’s 


rated and seeking new sources of 





— 


FALLING FOR YOU 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, June 17. 

Gainsborough production, released through 
Gaumont-British. Directed by Robert 
Stevenson. In cast: Jack Hulbert, Cicely 
Courtneidge, Tamara Desni, O. B. Clarence, 
Morton Selten, Alfred Drayton Length, 
7,930 feet. FPreviewed Prince Edward thea- 
tre, London, June 15. 





A well-made even if machine- 


made story on which Hulbert, the 
director, and Douglas Furber, the 
lyricist, worked intelligently. Plot 


is of little consequence. 

Hulbert and Cicely Courtneidge 
put over their same bag of tricks 
in a different setting, which is all 
the public desires. Hulbert shows 
he is an expert ice skater, and his 
scenes on the frozen lake in Swit- 
zerland make a romantic backgroud. 
It is here he meets a princess, 
played by Tamara Desni, a new- 
comer to the screen, who was one 


of the dancers in ‘Casanova.’ She 
is young, beautiful and a remark- 
able skater. 


Picture is roar farce, plus slap- 
stick and knockabout, but so classi- 
ly done that, with the popularity of 
the stars, it should chalk up an- 
other success. Jolo. 


NO FUNNY BUSINESS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, June 20. 
John Stafford production, released through 
United Artists. Directed by John Stafford 
and Victor Hanbury. In cast: Gertrude 
Lawrence, Laurence Olivier, Jill Esmond, 
Gibb McLaughlin and others. Length 6,800 
feet approx.; running time, 70 mins. Pre- 
viewed Adelphi theatre, London, June 19, 


It is surprising that an artist of 
Gertrude Lawrence's standing should 
accept so frivolous a scenario for a 
starring vehicle in pictures, sup- 
ported by a competent company 
with admirable direction. 

A married couple have gotten on 
each others nerves and decide to be 
divorced. They both go to the same 
detective agency for evidence. This 
agency makes it a point to try to 
bring couples together. They hire 
an attractive young man to pay at- 
tention to the wife, and a fascinate 
ing girl to perform the same func- 
tions for the husband. The co- 
respondents fall in love and the 
married couple make it up. 

There are a couple of musical 
numbers and a lot of smart, clean 
comedy. The entire production 
breathes class, but the whole thing 
cries out for plot. Jolo. 


The Lone Avenger 
KBS _ production. World Wide release 


through Fox. Stars Ken Maynard, Direce 
ted by Alan James. Story and continuity 


by Forrest Sheldon, Betty Burbridge. Cast 
includes Muriel Gordon, James Marcus, Al 
Bridge, Niles Welch, W. N. Bailey, Ed 


King. Jack Rockwell, Clare 


Brady. Chas. 
At Loew's New York theae 


ance Gledert. 


tre one day. June 27, on double bill. Rune 
ning time 58 minutes, 
Follows general outline of the 


‘avenger’ titles, but just before the 
end it comes through with a sequence 
that pulls it out of the mud. Some 
mysterious visitor is prowling 
around to clear the name of his 
dead father. He reveals himself 
to his friends and plants a gag. Not 
knowing which of two suspects did 
the actual killing, he writes that he 
does know and will come and get 
him out of the saloon at eight 
o’clock. His friends hang around 
and help scare the real culprit into 
revealing his guilt. Smartly staged, 
it forms one of the best bits of come 
edy drama found in oats oratorios 
in a handful of months. It should 
satisfy in its habitat. 

Ken Maynard usual self but sup- 
port gets more chances to act than 
usually exist in bridle dramas. , 

Chie. 


Return of Casey Jones 


Chadwick production; Monogram release, 
Features Chas. Starrett and Ruth Hall. 
Directed by J. P. McCarthy. Supervieed 
by Trem Carr. Story by John P. Johns. 
J. P. McCarthy. Harry O. Jones, adaptae 
tion; John Mescall. camera: John A. Strane 


sky, Jr.. sound. Cast includes Robert El- 
liott, Geo. Hayes, Jackie Sear] Geo. 
Walsh, Margaret Sedden, G. D. Wood, Geo, 
Nash, Anne Howard. At Loew's New 
York theatre one day. June 27 on double 
bill. Running time, 57 minutes 





700d names wasted on pretty im- 

possible railroad yarn. Unlikely that 
hauling the immortal Casey in by 
the slack of his overalls will help 
much, if any. He’s merely brought 
in to serve as = model to the young 
engineer hero of a thin story in 
Which too much reliance is placed 
on cuts of railroad trains rushing 
madly over the countryside. Some 
of the photography is good, which is 
about the best that can be said for 
the picture. Sound, settings, script, 
dialog and direction, are all below 
par. 
Ruth Hall, Charles Starrett 
Geo. Hayes do most of the 
with Margaret Seddon and 
Sear! in for bits. 


and 
work, 
Jackie 
Chie. 





Cecila Parker Again Set 
Hollywood, July 3 
Parker gets the 
femme lead with Ken Maynard in 
‘Daring Danger,’ starting Wednes- 
day (5), Allan James directing 
William Gould, Frank Rice 


Cecilia again 


and 





Fern Emmett are also in cast 
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Why DID THE BEACHES LOOK LIKE THIS? 








Exploitation IS THE ANSWER! 


A campaign modeled after the Rivoli’s will enable YOU to turn the crowds 
from the hot-weather spots in your town to the box-office of your theatre! 


Directed by 
WARD WING 





Windows everywhere! Three on Fifth Avenue. Black, Starr 
& Frost, world famous jewelers, Nippon Yusen Kaisha steam- 


ship window, Southern Pacific display halts crowds. And 


more than 100 key spot locations all ballyhoo “‘Samarang”’} 


2, Samarang Club. * Permit us to strip to the waist”? — that 


3. 


slogan started a furore that crashed the front pages of the 
New York dailies. Arrests on the beach, petitions to Mayor 
Frankel of Long Beach, 8,000 Samarang Club members 
signed in four days — all started as a gag, now seriously 
becoming a national organization ! 


King Features Syndicate full page feature story on shark- 
octopus battle appears in 200 coast-to-coast top spot 
newspapers ! 


4. 


5. 


6. 


Radio air waves plug ‘“‘Samarang’’—Abe Lyman, Rudy Vallee 
play Samarang Love Song. Director Ward Wing describes 
exploits over WOR. R. H. Macy’s Boys Club endorses 
picture. 


Startling 24-sheets blanket city. Vivid 1-sheets plastered all 
over big circulation subway boards. 50,000 tabloid newspa- 
pers attract the natives. Elliot Service plants more than 
18,000 shark-octopus photos in merchants’ windows. 


Stunts attract attention. Marathon sitter on marquee arouses 
curiosity. N. T. G. Paradise beauties stage hot Samarang 
Dance. Ward Wing lassoes python as reporters cover story. 
And many other exploitation highlights that kept the crowds 
flowing steadily into the Rivoli! 


Produced by B. F. ZEIDMAN 


RELEASED BY UNITED ARTISTS. 
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athe has great 


7 jE news for you 
He’s on his toes ... burst- 
ing to tell you about what 
he heard and saw at the 
Atlantic City Convention. Is 
he happy! Who wouldn’t 
be... with the swellest line- 
up in FOX history (to be 
modest about it). You'll 
congratulate him! 



































Watch next week’s trade papers for 
a striking announcement from FOX 
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By Epes W. Sargent 








Flashing Title 

Flashing the title on the sign in 
a shadow box is one way to make it 
sink in and after lobby use the idea 
can be laid off to a store window. 
Gag is on the lines of the old Pepper 
ghost trick and calls for a fairly 
large sheet of plate glass. In the 
cities this can be obtained from a 
glass house which cuts down broken 
show windows. It should be about 
24x30 inches, but the dimensions are 
unimportant if the box is built to 
fit the glass. 

Box is lined with black and the 
glass set in at an angle of 45 de- 
grees, starting a few inches from the 
front. There is sufficient headroom 
to allow of a recess in the front 
of the box in which is placed a card 
lettered with the title, but in re- 
verse. This is lighted by a strong 
flasher lamp. Title should be in a 
bright color on a black card. 


Remainder of the sales copy is 
painted on the glass with a space 
left for the title. Matter will show 
only when the flasher lamp is lit, 
go use a slow button. 

Useful for the inner foyer for an 
underline, where the box can be 
made a permanent display. 


New Parade 
Small town stunts are generally 
good for the cities if made big 
enough. Parades are particularly 


good for the medium sized spots 
but they can be used for deluxe 
houses if built up in numbers. 

They are so useful that as a rule 
they are overworked and come to 
lack novelty, but a three-legged par- 
ade is new—if the idea is not—and 
can be put over for plenty of at- 
tention. 

Same old gag of two boys with 
their adjoining legs tied together at 
the ankle and above the knee, as 
in a three-legged race. Boys go 
over a moderately long route with 
tickets to all who take part and ex- 
tras for the best pairs of marchers. 
Usual banners and a noisemakers, 
if possible. 

Nothing to keep the girls out of 
this if the temper of the town per- 
mits 

Cool Slogans 

Manager who has an air condi- 
tioner that is new this season and 
the first in town started to splash 
siogans about the frigidity, even 
posting a sign ‘Overcoats to hire’ in 
the lobby. Engineer who installed 
the plant had warned him against 
too low a temperature and he kept 
the house around 65-70, but a lot 
of the regulars complained about 
the temperature and one woman 
threatened to sue him because she 
contended she had contracted the 
flu. 

Inside of a week his business was 
off 10% and he’ was worried. Sev- 
eral of his best customers told him 
they were staying away because the 
house was too cold. 

In view of the steady tempera- 
ture he decided it must be imagina- 
tion but imagination was costing 
him around $250 a week or more. 
That's why his slogan now is: 

‘Not cold: just comfortable.’ 


Two Contests 


Ben M. Cohen has been running 
the State theatre, So. Manchester, 
N. H., for three or four months, and 
that makes a manager a veteran 
these days. He reports two recent 
contests. 

One was a balloting for the most 
popular graduates of the local high 
school, with pen and pencil sets to 
the boy and girl getting the largest 
mumber o1 ballots. Paper printed 
the ballots and a local jeweler sup- 
plied the sets, Cohen furnishing the 
idea. In connection with this stunt 
schoolboys and girls ran the thea- 
tre for an afternoon. 

Other contest was also worked in 
the paper which printed each day 
a picture of one of the ‘Gold Dig- 
gers’ chorus. When 12 had been 
run the contestants picked the five 
p.ettiest, to test their ability to 
judge beauty. Those adjudged the 
best pickers were presented with 
tickets. It was a nice way to get 
the paper to use a dozen smashing 
double column cuts. 


Near Nudism 
Seattle. 

Herb Sobottka, former Orpheum 
manager here, now Sheffield Ex- 
change local boss, takes the pen- 
nant for high-powered press- 
agentry by way of hot news dope 
on starting a nudist colony near 
Seattle. 

The ‘Post Intelligencer’ grabbed it 
for a seven-column streamer head- 
line on Page 1 in an early edition 
and carried it front page right on 
through, A news service had it on 
the wire six times, with Spokane, 
Portland, Denver newspapers play- 
ing it for front page. Richfield Re- 
porter (ace radio news) used it 
twice on the air 


Wenatchee, Wash., broke into the 
limelight by having its Chamber of 











for the 
Rogers to 
Likewise that town had 


Commerce offer locale 
nudists; also wiring Will 
that effect. 


mass meeting of antis, lead by W. 
Cc. T. U. in protestations, 
Sobottka says he has many ap- 


plicants and is going ahead with the 
colony—but it is known that his ex- 
change is soon to book ‘Back to 
Nature’ (Monogram) and this yarn 
looks to build big interest for that 
release. 


Commercial Copies 

One indication of the wide spread 
of the exploitation idea following 
the general use of stunt stuff for 
pictures, comes from General Elec- 
tric’s Schenectady publicity depart- 
ment, 

A one-ring circus recently played 
the town and the G-E men invaded 
the lot, taking pictures of the per- 
formers and the trained seals listen- 
ing to the new portable phono- 
graphs with extras of the seal with 
a fan and an alarm clock. 

It makes acceptable art for the 
small town papers, and gives the 
big company a plug at the cost of 
the prints. A dozen years ago a 
large commercial company would 
have scorned such an idea. Now 
they're all in and giving the pic- 
ture exploiters a hard run for the 
money. 


Just a Gift 

Navarre theatre, Brooklyn, start- 
ed to window card its giveaway gag, 
building up business. After a de- 
scription of the articles it adds in 
large type: ‘No contest. A gift to 
every women patron.’ 

It gives emphasis to the idea, for 
a number of theatre have used other 
schemes with the terms vaguely 
stated and the patrons finding that 
only a few were participants in the 
generosity. 


Wanted the Trip 


Seattle. 

‘Melody Cruise’ (Rad) was helped 
on its way to increased gross at 
Blue Mouse, and holdover at Rex, 
both Hamrick houses, largely by 
beauty parlor operators contest. 

Two round trips to L. A. given as 
first prizes to winners. This cost 
nothing, as steamship company 
went for the advertising. Each 
winner also got five days at a Hol- 
lywood hotel; likewise for nothing 
for same reason. About 100 girls 
entered contest; 350 beauty parlors 
contacted for the publicity; all were 
boosters. One of winning girls 
came to b. o. with $50 last night 
for block of tickets. New stories 
galore and first full page co-op ad 
for Hamrick house, also obtained. 
Only cost to theatre was $29.50 for 
printing. 


Golddiggers Got Silver 


Frank McCabe, manager for Cri- 
terion theatre, Oklahoma City, used 
silver coins hidden in various places 
on some vacant lots located in the 
north part of the city for a treasure 
hunt, and his publicity notice stated 
that ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ would 
find much hidden treasure hidden 
on the lots whose location he named. 

Using shovels, picks, hoes and 
even table knives and forks for dig- 
ging implements, a large number of 
people, both’ young and old turned 
out a..d much fun and some excite- 
ment was had as the silver turned 
up and in the most unexpected 
places. 

Cool Banners 

The usual heavy banners are out 
of place in a summer lobby and yet 
there is sales value to the banner 
that is needed for the best b. o. re- 
sults. The simplest solution is to 
use cutout letters strung from fine 
wires, 

Another good stunt is the old fish- 
net, draped across the lobby with 
the cutout letters hooked on. Vari- 
ant of this is the tennis net, serv- 
ing the same purpose. 

For above the marquee work 
coarse chicken netting is given the 
preference and this can even be 
used for across the street banners, 
if the cutout letters are made to 
face both ways. It is better, how- 
ever, where the netting is used for 
a one-face sign since the backed up 
letters are apt to be confusing. 

One effective display can be made 
with a string of tennis racquets, 
each carrying one letter of a short 
title. 

Where the solidly stretched cloth 
banner must be used, the curse can 
be partly lifted through the use of 
light color for the background. 


On the Record 

Universal has had a 19-inch 
doubjJe-faced record prepared for 
‘The King of Jazz’ which is suitable 
either for lobby work or radio 
broadcasts. 

No announcement is included, but 
the suggestion is offered that the 
announcer make the introductory 
spiel, cover the turning of the rec- 
ord and wind up with @ last word 








All for a Dollar 
Omaha. 


New manager, Brown, of Or- 
pheum, tried something different in 
exploitation by triple tie-up with 
the league ball club and a restau- 
rant. Hand bills and posters blurted 
a ‘three-in-one eight-hour-of-fun’ 
bargain for one buck. Layout con- 
sisted of one admission to league 
ball game, dinner at Chat N’ Nibble, 
and admission to theatre, all good 
only on July 2. Split on each week 
was a 40-30-30 proposition with res- 
taurant getting large end. Customer 
saves from 30 to 50c. on deal, price 
at ball park being 40c., theatre 40c., 
and dinner ordinarily being 50c. to 
T5c,. 


Rebating 


Colonade theatre, Millersburg, Pa., 
has a new form of split. Tuesday is 
a tough problem so all whom at- 
tend one Tuesday are given a re- 
bate on the following Tuesday. 

Another stunt which has worked 
well in some instances is to make 
a combination of matinee and night 
ticket. Purchase of a ticket at the 
night prices carries a matinee ticket 
good only on week days. Tickets 
are given only on application to the 
doorman to prevent too promiscuous 
a distribution. They were given to 
all purchasers at first, but it was 
found stray kids blocked the en- 
trance to beg the stubs from the 
childless. 


Booming Beer 

Beer places are going in for ex- 
ploitation in a large way, particu- 
larly those in summery spots. Later 
on they may get back to the old 
inertia, but right now they are up 
and coming. Some of the press 
agents for the resorts can hold up 
their own with the theatres, chief- 
ly because they are old theatre men. 

The Palms, Milwaukee beach, 
takes a nicely displayed 70 lines for 
its floor show. It uses five acts, 
and the turns are intelligently sold. 
Shows are booked for two weeks, 
which gives them an edge, and with 
1,500 capacity the enterprise can af- 
ford to spend, 


Left to Right 
Omaha, 


Current program at Paramount 
included feature, ‘When Ladies 
Meet,’ first of series of shorts on 
‘How to Break 90,’ by Bobby Jones, 
and the short, ‘Nothing Ever Hap- 
pens,’ travesty on ‘Grand Hotel.’ 

Schlaifer, pub man, capitalized 
on Bobby’s slow rep with fems by 
arranging billings both on marquee 
and in dailies to read ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ ‘Bobby Jones’ ‘Nothing Ever 
Happens.’ 


Miking ‘Diggers’ 
Hollywood. 
While spotting lapel microphone 
interviews from the theatre lobby 
only occasionally on recent Warner 
pictures over KFWB, the intention 
now is to make this a twice-a-week 








remainder of the 
at Grauman’s 


practice for the 
run of ‘Gold Diggers’ 
Chinese. 

System used is for a _ publicity 
man with the mike in his lapel to 
halt various people on the way out 
from the show and ask them their 
opinion of the picture. Their replies 
go out in this way over the radio 
from KFWB, the Warner station. 


Carried the Banner 
Middletown, O. 

H. CC. Bamberger, of the Para- 
mount, threw a party for the ‘Lib- 
erty’ carriers in return for their 
distribution of 4,000 throwaways on 
‘Hell Below’ in the magazines they 
delivered. 

Novelty was that instead of the 
usual tack card signs, the boys 
marched down to the theatre carry- 
ing a painted banner three feet high 
and about 30 feet long. 

Ostensible reason for the tie-up 
was that ‘Liberty’ gave the pic four 


stars, as set forth in the throw- 
away. 
On Wheels 
Indianapolis. 


The Circle, to exploit ‘Golddiggers 
of 1933,’ advertised for 40 girls to 
apply at the boxoffice with roller 
skates. As a gag the line, ‘Bring 
your own pillows,’ was added. Three 
of the girls actually did bring pil- 
lows. 

The plot, hatched in the fertile 
brain of Ace Berry, is to have the 
girls skate about the city in bath- 
ing suits with signs across their 
backs calling attention to the Circle 
screen fare. 

Chief of Police Morrisy stepped 
into the picture and said that the 
girls would be arrested if the stunt 
was carried out. That, reasons 
Berry, would provide plenty of 
newspaper publicity so the original 
plan is being pushed to completion. 


Back to the Boards 


Los Angeles. 

After being off the display boards 
for more than a year, Los Angeles 
(Wm. Fox), only downtown first- 
run showing double features, has 
launched a city-wide advertising 
campaign for a 30-day period, with 
a weekly change. House is. using 
50 twenty-fours and 125 six sheets, 
which is biggest billboard showing 
it has ever used: 


U Starting New Serial 


Hollywood, July. 3. 
Treasure,’ featuring 
Richard Talmadge, is title of next 
serial to start at Universal. Script 
is now being polished by Ela 
O'Neil, with production to begin in 
three weeks, under supervision of 
Henry MacRae. 

Other writers on the chapter 
play, working with Miss O'Neil, 
are George Plympton, Basil Dickey 
and Harry O. Hoyt. 

‘Pirates Treasure’ is Miss O’Neil’s 
35th serial for Universal in 12 
years. Ray Taylor will direct. 





‘Pirates’ 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Creston, Ia. 
L. D. Parrtt, acting manager of 
Strand, indie. 


Charles City, Ia., 
J. C. Collins has taken over Hil- 
dreth theatre, succeeding C. E. 
Mosher, transferred to Nebraska. 


Long Beach, L. I. 
Lido theatre, summer pic house, 
reopened for season. 


Coast’s ‘$ and Sense’ Drive 
Los Angeles. 
Only changes in the standings of 
the district managers at the close 
of the eighth week of the Fox West 
Coast ‘dollars and sense’ drive had 
Al Hanson (L. A. City) going out 
of fifth place into third spot, held 
by Dick Dickson, who drops to the 
Hanson position of last week. 
Drive has five more weeks to go, 
with George Bowser’s Beach divi- 
sion holding top spot for the second 
consecutive week. 
Los Angeles. 
Back from a short 
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leave of ab- |! 





operates the place under complete 
ownership. 
Buffalo. 
Victoria, west side neighborhood 
house, owned and operated by the 
Mitchell H. Mark Estate for 20 
years, has been leased to Basil Bros. 
San Francisco. 
Following changes in theatre 
ownership reported by Frisco Film 
Board: 


Lincoln, Oakland, from Golden 
State, to Julian Harvey. Rex, 
Clovis, from J. Kneester to John W. 
Hucknall, Shastona, Mt. Shasta, 


from Robert Patterson to A. Shorak. 
Rialto, Oakland, from Wally Feehan 
to C. A. Welch, Jr. Richmond, 
Richmond, from John Peter to Tom 
Belessis, 


i 





‘tlm Code 


(Continued from page 5) 


VARIETY in the past six weeks has 
enumerated most of the thought on 
wages and hours. Fair practices are 
under discussion now and no at- 
tempts, even currently, have been 
made to arrive at hours and money. 
That, it is held, will have toe be 
ironed out by each branch of the 
business, especially theatres which 
have an estimated 10 employees for 
every one in production and distri- 
bution. 


Belief was expressed Monday by 
picture leaders that industries 
which work out their own codes will 
not be under the supervision of in- 
dividual administrators. Becoming 
a law, spokesmen figure the code, 
once authorized, will be subject to 
regular legal channels. 


Indies Are Willing 


Taking the onus off industry 
minorities when they get to Wasn- 
ington on code day, by banding as 
many small groups together as pos- 
sible, including indie producers, is 
the theory upon which insurgent 
exhibitor leaders are now preceed- 
ing. 

Allied states, Harry Branit's 
New York following and that part 
of the Theatre Owners Chamber of 
Commerce, as well as other groups 
which can see their way, will unite, 
unless the present scheme shatters 
in the meantime. : 


Already the leaders in recent 
1aeetings are referring to their for- 
mula as ‘a unified cove.” The mallet 
is crashing on Haysian and MPTOA 
efforts with indie chieftain e¢:mpha- 
sis that the simon pures must have 
their own formula if they are to 
get any recognition at the capital. 


All of the insurgent exhibs seem 
unanimous on one main feature for 
their code. This is ths policy ad- 
vocated by Charlie O’Riclly of the 
TOCC that the dollar be recog- 
nized; in other words, tha* the 
purchasing power determine the 
picture run. 


Incomplete 


None of the indie codes, includ. 
ing those of the’ producers, is com- 
plete. Allied’s and Brandt’s outfit 
are just getting theirs underway, Al- 
lied until the past week refustng to 
participate in code. conferences or 
talk formula. Indie producers at 
the meeting at which they were to 
ratify a code drawn by exh’‘bitor ex- 
perts simply turned the formula 
over to a committee of 12 and or- 
dered that it be re-written. The 
producers, however, insisted that 
the clause against double features 
be excised. 


As further proof of the relation 
between exhib and producer, Abram 
Myers, Allied representative, was 
present at this session to volunieer 
counsel, 

One of the strongest of the indie 
producers, Monogram, while having 
its representatives at all of the 
small sessions, this week will de- 
cide whether or ot it will enter 
the Hays organization. 


Brandt’s Reason 


Explanation as to why he brought 
about formation of the Independent 
Theatre Owners’ Association was 
made by Brandt at a meeting 
which half filled one of the Astor’s 
lesser ballrooms and which was de- 
signed primarily as a recruiting 
campaign. srandt pointed out that 
the parent group, the TOCC, ad- 
mits affiliates to membership and 
that he felt the real indie needed 
the protection of an_ all-indie 
group. Should the affiliates refuse 


to ride with O‘Reilly, which they 


| already have indicated they will do, 


|on the dollar idea then the TOCC 


Along the Russian River, S. A. : 
Bartlett has reopened the Monte | will be left with less strictly indie 
Rio, and IL. S. Murphy has re-| members to back its code than 
opened the Guerneville for the|ITOA, Brandt claimed. 
summer, The executive committee idea, 


Long closed, Broadway, Turlock, 
reopened by Aaron Wagner. 


Milwaukee. 





sence, Morse J. Rabwin has re- | Fred S. Meyer, general manager 
sumed management of the F-WC)} of the Alhambra during the seven- 
Granada at Wilmington. Harry | year tenure of the house by Uni- 
Denny, who subbed, has not been| versal, has taken over the theatre 
assigned. Tom Olson has been ap-|to operate it under his direction 
pointed manager of the circuit’s| with local capital. No change in 
California, 3akersfield, replacing | personnel or policy is contemplated. 
Robert Cotton, who moves over to — 
the Fox, Bakersfield, as assistant San Francisco. 
manager, Rufus Blair has left as press 
an agent of Fox theatre, going to the 
Los Angeles. Paramount lot, Hollywood, under 
Max Sinker of the Alvarado has| Tom Bailey. He will be succeeded 
completed his deal with Fox-West at the Fox by John del Valle, who 
Coast whereby he purchases all| leaves the assistant drama desk on 
2guipment of the house. He now Hearst's ‘Call-Bulletin’ 





| 


introduced by the MPTOA, is being 


copied by most of the insurgent 
groups. Formulas are no longer 
being discussed with the masses, 
the exhibs, as well as producers, 
finding they can get no where when 
the floor is made available to all. 
Instead exhibs are being asked to 
write in their suggestions to the 
various committees, 

As the suggestions come in the 
|} exec group are supposed to work 
up a formula. When two or more 
groups are ready then they will ge 
calling on the others, and through 


ithe 


system maybe arrive at 
‘unified code.” 
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A COLD FACT \.'} | , 
about RKO-RADIO'S 4 
HOT WEATHER HITS : 
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Decision 





Verbatim decision herewith as rendered at Wilmington, Del., 


June 28, 


1933, by Federal Justice John P. Nields in the motions for preliminary 


injunction, 


as described therein in equity, 


made by Stanley Co. of 


America, Inc., General Talking Pictures Corp., and Duovac Radio Corp., 

as plaintiffs against American Telephone and Telegraph Co., Western 

Electric Co., Inc., and Electrical Research Products, Inc., defendants. 
Actions brought in the United States Court for the district of Dela- 


ware. 





The Decision 


Motions for preliminary injunc- 
tions are made on behalf of plain- 
tiffs in three equity suits brought 
under section 16 of the Clayton Act 
to restrain defendants from alleged 
violations of section 3 of that act 
and of sections 1 and 2 of the Sher- 
man Act. 

In their main brief plaintiffs state 
the measure of relief sought by 
these motions for preliminary in- 


junctions. 
It is therefore submitted that an 
injunction pendente lite should 


issue herein in all three cases en- 
joining and restraining the defend- 
ants from enforcing directly or in- 
directly the restrictive clauses of 
the so-called leases of reproducing 
equipments, whereby the exhibitors 
are required to obtain exclusively 
from Products (Electrical Research 
Products, Inc.) all repair and re- 
placement parts for said equipment 
and to permit Products to inspect 
the same, and charge the exhibitor 
therefor, under the guise of render- 
ing service thereto. In addition, in 
the suit of the Duovac Company, 
an injunction should issue pendente 
lite enjoining and restraining the 
defendants from directly or indi- 
rectly enforcing any of the pro- 
visions of the producing license 
agreements whereby the producing 
licensees of Products are required 
to obtain exclusively from Products 
repair and replacement parts for 
producing apparatus. 


The motions deal with covenants 
fin agreements the effect of which 
may be to substantially lessen com- 
petition in interstate commerce in 
the talking motion picture business. 
Roughly, that business is handled 
by the manufacturers, the producers 
and the exhibitors. The manufac- 
turers make the recording equip- 
ment for the producers of films. 
This equipment records sound and 
photographs action in timed rela- 
tion on the films. The manufac- 
turers also make reproducing 
equipment for the exhibitors. This 
equipment synchronously _§repro- 
duces the sound and projects the 
action on the theatre screens. The 
producers use the recording equip- 
ment in producing the films. The 
exhibitors use the _ reproducing 
ecuipment fn the theatres. 

The plaintiff, Stanley Company of 
America, Inc. (Delaware), is a sub- 
sidiary of Warner Brothers. It is 
an exhibitor, owning a chain of 
about 150 theatres. The plaintiff, 
Duovac Radio Corp. (Delaware), is 
engaged in the manufacture of elec- 
trical devices, including vacuum 
tube amplifiers and photo electric 
cells. The plaintiff, General Talk- 
ing Picture Corporation (Delaware), 
is a manufacturer of talking motion 
picture equipment, 


In each case the defendants are 
the same. Western Electric Com- 
pany, Ine., is a manufacturer as 
above defined. American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company is a de- 
fendant, holding 95% of the capital 
stock of Western. Electrical Re- 
Search Products, Inc., herein called 
‘Products,’ supplements the busi- 
ness of Western by licensing under 
patents and leasing producing and 
reproducing equipment and also 
furnishing services relating to the 
upkeep of the equipment. 

Clayton Act 

Section 3 of the Clayton Act pro- 
vides: 

‘It shall be unlawful for any 
person engaged in commerce, in 
the course of such commerce, to 
lease or make a seal or contract 
for sale of goods, wares, mer- 
chandise, machinery, supplies or 
other commodities, whether pat- 
ented or unpatented, for use, con- 
sumption or resale within the 
United States or any territory 
therof or the District of Columbia 
or any insular possession or other 
place under the jurisdiction of the 
United States, or fix a _ price 
charged therefor, or discount 
from, or rebate upon, such price, 
on the condition, agreement or un- 
derstanding that the lessee or pur- 
chaser thereof shall not use or 
deal in the goods, wares, ma- 
chinery, merchandise, supplies or 
other commodities of a competitor 
Or competitors of the lessor or 
seller where the effect of such 
lease, seal, or contract for sale or 
such condition, agreement or un- 
derstanding may be to substan- 
tially lessen competition or tend to 
create a monopoly in any line of 
commerce,’ 

An examination of the numerous 
affidavits and voluminous exhibits 








» 


filed on this motion shows that cer- 
tain restrictive agreements contained 
in the licenses or leases made by 
Products are inherently illegal—the 
import of which could not be 
changed by testimony. These re- 
strictive agreements are: (1) The 
tying agreements in the licenses or 
leases of Products to exhibitors, 
whereby exhibitors agree to pur- 
chase from Products all repair and 
replacement parts for the repro- 
ducing apparatus and equipment 
leased by Products. (2) The ex- 
clusive agreements in the _ con- 
tractual letters accompanying the 
leases of Products to producers 
whereby producers agree to dis- 
tribute films produced on the pro- 
ducing apparatus only to exhibitors 
supplied with Products’ reproducing 
apparatus and equipment. 


The tying agreements on the 
part cf exhibitors to purchase re- 
pair and replacement parts from 
Products are found in all the 
licenses or leases made by Products 
of reproducing apparatus or equip- 
ment to exhibitors. For example, 
in the license or lease, dated July 
29, 1931, from Products to Stanley 
Company of America (Plaintiff's 
Exhibit, Vol. III, Exhibit J) we find 
the following agreements: Section 
2(b) . . . it is agreed that all 
additional and renewal parts and 
assembled parts for the equipment 
shall be obtained from Products and 
that all repairs to the equipment 
shall be made as specified by Prod- 


ucts. Products may from time to 
time, at the expense of the ex- 
hibitor, supply and install such 


spare and renewal parts as may, in 
its opinion, be necessary to the sat- 
isfactory operation c<cnd mainte- 
nance of the equipment, 

These tying agreements found in 
the licenses or leases of repro- 
ducing apparatus and equipment 
made by Products to exhibitors are 
rendered more effective and bur- 
densome by additional sections of 
the licenses. 

Section 7. ‘The exhibitor agrees 
to pay to Products upon rendition 
of invoices therefor its standard 

charges as from time to time 
established for any repairs to the 
equipment and for any additional 
equipment or spare or renewal 
parts, furnished or supplied by 
Products and to pay the trans- 
portation charges thereon... .’ 

Section 11. ‘The exhibitors shall 
provide access for Products’ rep- 
resentatives, engineers and me- 
chanics of the theatre and to all 
parts thereof where any of the 
equipment may be, at all reason- 
able hours, for the purpose of su- 
pervising the installation, and 
from time to time for the purpose 
of examining and inspecting the 
equipment, and shall grant to 
Products full opportunity to make 
such adjustments therein, and re- 

pairs thereto as, in the opinion of 
Products, are necessary or desir- 
able.’ 

Section 13. ‘This agreement and 
/or the rights of the exhibitor 
hereunder and/or the license here- 
by granted shall, at the option of 
Products, terminate and come to 
an end in the event of any breach 
or default on the parts of the 
exhibitor with respect to any of 
the convenants and _ conditions 
herein contained on its part to be 
performed... .’ 

Section 14. ‘Upon termination or 
expiration of this license by lapse 
of time or otherwise, the exhibitor 
shall surrender the equipment to 
Products in good order and con- 
Gries 53 3" 

Section 18. ‘This license shall be 
for a term of ten years from Sep- 
tember 22, 1928.’ 

Section 22. ‘*. . . . exhibitor 
agrees to pay tc Products the 
charges provided for in the pay- 
ment plan hereinafter set forth; 
said payments to be made at the 
time and in the manner provided 
herein which time and manner 
shall be of the essence of this 
agreement.’ 

(1) $17,192.43. (2) A ‘weekly 
rental charge’ of $40 per week. 

The exclusive agreements in the 
contractual letters accompanying 
licenses from Products to producers 
is illustrated in the contractual let- 
ter of Products to Paramount 
Famous Lasky Corporation dated 
May 11, 1928 (Plaintiffs’ exhibit 18), 
paragraph 5 of this contractual let- 
ter provides, as follows:— 


‘5. In order to promote the use 
of sound records in connection 
with motion pictures, and to make 
an adequate giarket for your pro- 
ductions and for our (Products’) 





reproducing equipments, you agree 
that all theatres operated by you, 
or by your associated companies 
shall install our reproducing 
equipments (which you agree are 
hereby adopted as the standard 
equipment for geuch puropse) 
wherever and as rapidly as in 
your judgment conditions permit, 
and we will supply such equip- 
ment as rapidly as we are able to | 





after receipt of orders there- 
ere 
‘ | 
Similar exclusive agreements are + 





in the contractual letters of Prod- 
ucts to other producers and are in- 
dorsed ‘accepted’ by the producers. 
These letters accompany the licenses 
(recording license agreements) of 
producing apparatus and equipment 
of Products to the producers. The | 
licenses are for 16 years. 


Duovac’s Squawk 





Duovac Corporation, one of 
the three plaintiffs in the Wil- 
mington monopoly suits against 
the electrics, is manufacturer 
of vacuum tube devices, which 
are claimed to constitute 
around 84% of the total re- 
pair and replacement parts in 
talker equipment. 

Total repair and_ replace- 
ment charges is estimated to 
be equivalent to approximately 
37% of the total installation 
charges or costs of reproducing 
equipment. | 

It was the Duovac’s conten- 
tion that the tying agreements 
which ERPI made in filmdom 
prevented Duovac from mar- 
keting its devices. 


INDUSTRY BENEFITS 
MOSTLY BY DECISION 


Biggest benefit to be derived from 
Federal Justice Nields’ outlawing 
of the restrictive equipment con- 
tracts in talkers is to be derived by 
the industry-at-large, rather than 
by the three plaintiffs themselves, 
individually or collectively. That’s 
through Judge Nields’ opinion open- 
ing the way for indie producers and 
exhibs, besides the regular fold of 
film firms, to readjust their exist- 
ing electrical outlooks. 

Of the three plaintiffs, only War- 
ners by virtue of its ownership of 
the Stanley Company stands to reap 
any immediate benefit from the de- 
cision. That’s through the outlaw- 
ing of the service charge fees. 

On the theatre end, Warners 
stand to save something like $7,000 
weekly, or $1,000 per day. 

The Stanley company, actual 
plaintiff in the case on the Warner 
end, is a theatre subsid of W.B, 
operating around 150 theatres. En- 
tire Warner theatre system carries 
around 450 houses and $7,000 figure 
covers all these. 

General Talking Pictures is the 
manufacturer and distributor of 
DeForest talker equipment. The 
Duovac Corp. manufactures vacuum 
tubes used in such equipment. 


Choking Competition 


The exclusive agreements in the 
contractual letters require producers 
to refrain from distributing the 
talking motion pictures to theatres 
and exhibitors who have not ac- 
quired reproducing equipment from 
Products. As the result of these 
exclusive agreements the supply of 
talking motion pictures would be 
substantially closed to exhibitors 
who did not install reproducing 
apparatus and equipment purchased 
from Products. These exclusive 
agreements are bound to restrain 
exhibitors from using or dealing in 
goods, wares, merchandise, ma- 
chinery, supplies or other com- 
modities of a competitor or com- 
petitors of Products. 


I find from the proof submitted 
in support of the motions for pre- 
liminary injunctions that the tying 
agreements contained in the license 
of reproducing equipments by Prod- 
ucts to exhibitors and the exclusive 
agreement in the contractual let- 
ters of Products to producers, in 
fact, have substantially lessened 
competition in interstate commerce 
and will so continue unless defend- 
ants are restrained, 

‘Today,’ says Dean Pound, ‘we seek 
once more, by limiting freedom of 
contract, to protect those who are 
subjected to economic pressure 
against unfair advantage on the 
part of those who have greater eco- 
nomic freedom, The Clayton Act 
expresses this modern trend in 
legislation. Section 3 of the act pro- 
hibits tying agreements and exclu- 
sive agreements whose effect may 
be to substantially lessen competi- 
tion. Such agreements are con- 
tained in the licenses of reproducing 
equipment by Products to exhibitors, 
and in the contractual letters of 
Products to producers. I hold those 
agreements illegal and void. United 
Shoe Mach. Co. v. United States, 
258 U. S., 451; Lord v. Radio Cor- 
poration of America, 24 Fed. (2) 
565; affirmed 28 F, (2nd) 257 
(C.C.A.3) I have not listed the par- 
ticular licenses and contractual let- 
ters of Products containing the 
illegal agreements dealt with in this 
opinion because they are numerous 
and substantially alike. The de- 
crees for preliminary injunctions 
may be so drawn as to cover them.’ 

Johan P. Nields, J. 


174 Millions in ERPI Service Charges 


Monopoly Decision Means Saving of $5,000,- 
000 Annually to Show Biz 


Middletown Auction | 


Middletown, N. Y., July 3. 

State, Stratton and Show Shop 
theatres here will be sold in fore- 
closure July 11. Houses have been 
operated for the past two years by 
O. S. Hathaway as receiver for the 
First Mortgage Bondholders Pro- 
tective Committee. 

Action, in a way, follows the ter- 
mination of the long and costly 
litigation against Publix, charging 
that circuit with having forced the 
trio of houses out of business. 


























Total service charges collected 
by Erpi since the latter started in 
1927 estimated at $17,500,000. 
Elimination of such service charges 
is one of the many phases called 
for in the injunctive opinion 
against the electrics as handed 
down last week by Federal Judge 
J. P. Nields, 

It is calculated that the industry 
stands to save something like 
$5,000,000 annually this way on the 
Erpi side alone. RCA Photophone 
has eliminated its service charges 
and is selling equipment outright. 
General Talking Pictures (DeFor- 
rest) has never collected such 
charges, so far as known. 

Figures are taken from the brief 
filed by Warners in the monopoly 
action against A. T & T.; Western 
Electric and Erpi. 

Additional savings which the in- 
dustry-at-large may gain through 
purchasing their own replacement 








Non-Union Crew Jams 
Comeback of Talley 


Los Angeles, July 3. 





Wilmington Opinion Analyzed 
In News Story—WB Victory Over 
WE Called Smasher in Court Annals 





Wilmington, Del., July 3. 

Complete reorganization of the 
picture industry's equipment set-up, 
with straight-jacket licenses and 
arbitrary servicing fees ruled out, 
arose on the horizon when Judge 
John P. Nields in U. S. District 
Court here last week handed down 
an opinion declaring American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph, Western Elec- 
tric and Electrical Research Prod- 
ucts guilty of illegal monopoly. 


Opinion was a smasher in the 
local court annals and practically 
told the plaintiffs to write their own 
preliminary injunction decrees, 
Former Judge Hugh M. Morris, 
counsel for plaintiffs, said decrees 
would be presented and _ signed 
within a few days. 


At the least, they will mean ex- 
hibitors and producers now bound 
under ERPI equipment contracts 
can ignore them throughout the rest 
of the protracted litigation. Con- 
tracts, or agreements, are declared 
‘illegal and void.’ Legalers here, 
judging from the tenor of the opin- 
ion, see little chance of modification 
or reversal later. 


No Testimony 


This is based largely on the 
sentence in the decree which holds, 
‘certain restrictions in the license 
agreement are inherently illegal, the 
import of which would not be 
changed by testimony.’ Two agree- 
ments are specifically mentioned— 
one covering charges for repairs and 
replacements for exhibs, and the 
other involving leases under which 
producers are forced to distribute 
films only to ERPI-equipped houses. 
These both are now outlawed. 

Opinion is in three suits in equity 
charging Sherman and Clayton Act 
violations. Plaintiffs are Stanley 
Co. of America, General Talking 
Pictures Corp. and Duovac Radio 
Corp., each in a separate suit with 
defendants the same in each. De- 
layed an unusually long time, the 
opinion came a fortnight after a 
story in VARIETY questioned the de- 
lay and pointed out the matter was 
of vital importafice to the picture 
industry. Gravity of the matter was 
not entirely realized in this quar- 
ter, up to that time. 

The blank check for the plaintiffs 
to write their own inclusive decrees 
came in the last paragraph which 
read: 

‘I have not listed the particular 
licenses and contractual letters of 
Products containing the illegal 
agreements dealt with in this opin- 
ion because they are numerous and 
substantially alike. The decrees for 
preliminary injunction may be so 
drawn as to cover them.’ 

The ERPI contracts on installing 
reproducing equipment and govern- 
ing fees for replacements and re- 
pairs is called a ‘tying agreement.’ 
The equipment contracts or ‘con- 
tractual letters’ restricting distribu- 
tion of films by producers are called 
‘exclusive agreements.’ Outlawing 
of both is based on Section 3 of the 
Sherman Act which makes illegal 
any agreement designed to prevent 
use of a competitor’s wares. 


‘Burdensome’ Provisions 


Citing the ERPI lease to Stanley 
dated July 29, 1931, as an example, 
the opinion says this lease was made 
‘more burdensome’ by special pro- 
visions under whicu (1) the exhib 
agreed to pay the standard charge 
upon rendering invoices for repairs 
and renewals and to pay transporta- 
tion charges on replacements, (2) 
exhib was forced to provide ERPI 
representatives with access to the 
theatre and grant opportunity to 
make full adjustments on equip- 
ment, (3) ERPI at its option could 
terminate the agreements for a 
breach, (4) the exhibitor was re- 
quired to surrender the equipment 
upon termination, (5) that the 
agreement extended 10 years, and 





Employment of non-union crew) parts on equipment is open. In the 
and operators threw a monkey-/| charges which were filed against 
wrench into the stage phase of the| the electrics, it was stated that 
combo show Friday night (30),| 0fttimes certain parts would be 
which marked the reopening of the| charged against the equipment | 


consumer at prices reaching sixty 
times as high as could be bought | 
in the open market. i 

Additionally the industry-at- 
large stands to cut out the ‘emer- 


Criterion (downtown first-run) and 
T. L. Tally’s re-entrance into the 
theatre field. As a result, the $2 
premiere, insofar as the flesh end 
was concerned, was a hurriedly 





assembled affair, with Charles Mur-| gency call’ fees. This fee was | 
ray m.c.’ing it as best he could. charged by the electrics whenever | 

Hitch came when the musician's/ called to repair parts above and 
union pulled its members who had/over the regular service charge 
been billed. | thing. 


(6) that the exhib was forced to 
comply with the ‘payment plan,’ 
starting with $17,192.43, in the 
Warner contract, and with a ‘weeke- 
ly rental charge’ of $40. 

As an example of the ‘exclusive 
agreements,’ the contractual letter 
from ERPI to Paramount-Famous 
Players-Lasky, dated May 11, 1928, 


is cited. This Recording License 
Agreement was for 16 years and 
was marked ‘accepted,’ like all the 
rest. The monopoly trap was in the 
lfifth paragraph, which ‘you agree 
(Continued on page 23) 
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QLUMBIA SWEEPS 10 


TOP 








Hit Plays and Best Sellers in 
Columbia's 1933-1934 Schedule 
Rates Program Outstanding One 


‘ 


Plays of proven box-office merit, 
stories which have demonstrated 
their appeal by appearance in na- 
tional magazines, and scenarios by 
the screen’s most talented writers 
form the backbone of the Columbia 
1933-1934 program. It is a collection 
which would be impossible to sur- 
pass and difficult to equal. 

Heading the list are “Lady for a 
Day,” from the magazine serial by 
Damon Runyon, which will be di- 
rected by Frank Capra; ‘“Man’s 
Castle,” from the play by Lawrence 
Hazard, to be directed by Frank 
Borzage, and two plays by Laurence 
Stallings, author of “The Big Pa- 
rade” and co-author of ‘What Price 
Glory?”, which will be directed by 
Lewis Milestone. 

“Twentieth Century,” the sensa- 
tional stage comedy by Ben Hecht 
and Charles MacArthur, who have 
proven themselves to be one of the 
most capable writing teams in the 
theatre, “The Party’s Over,” the 
hilarious comedy stage success by 
Daniel Kusell, and “Ninth Guest,” 
the famous mystery play by Owen 
Davis, are among the other Broad- 
way hits which will appear on the 
ecreen under the Columbia emblem. 

“The Most Precious Thing in 
Life,” from the McCall’s Magazine 
serial by Travis Ingham; “Once to 
Every Woman,” based on “Kaleide- 
scope in K,” the Cosmopolitan Mag- 
azine story by A. J. Cronin, famous 
author of “Hatter’s Castle” and 
“Grand Canary”; “Fog,” the Satur- 
day Evening Post serial by Valen- 
tine Williams and Dorothy Rice 
Sims, and “Black Moon,” from the 
Cosmopolitan Magazine serial by 
Clarence Ripley, are some of the 
published stories and novels acquired 
by Columbia for their next year’s 
program, 

George Seitz, noted director as 
well as playwright, has contributed 
“Above the Clouds.” “The Lady Is 


Willing,” “Let’s Fall in Love,” 
“Criminal Within,” “Blind Date,” 
“Produce the Body,” “Hello! Big 


Boy” and “Take the Witness” are a 
few among the many stories of 
proven box-office appeal after en- 
joyixg large circulation which will 
form Columbia’s 1933-1934 program. 





Huge National Ad Campaign 
Backing Columbia Program 


Columbia Pictures will conduct an 
intensive advertising campaign in 
newspapers, fan magazines and 
radio broadcasts in connection with 
their 1933-1934 program. The radio 
broadcasts will be conducted over 
local stations and through nation- 
wide networks. In line with their 
policy of employing showmanship to 
put over showmanship pictures they 
have increased their advertising, ex- 
ploitation and publicity departments, 
and theatre owners everywhere may 
be assured that the Columbia 1933- 
1934 pictures will be backed up by 
the greatest advertising, exploitation 
and publicity campaigns ever wit- 
nessed in motion picture history. 


“Brief Moment” Ready 


“Brief Moment,” one of the most 
pretentious productions on the pres- 
ent Columbia schedule, is nearing 
completion. This is the filming of 
S. N. Behrman’s comedy hit which 
had an exceptionally long run on 
Broadway last season. Carole I.om- 
bard and Gene Raymond head the 
cast, which includes Donald Cook, 
Arthur Hohl, Reginal Mason, Jame- 
g0n Thomas, Theresa Maxwell, Flor- 
ence Britton, Irene Ware and Her- 
bert Evans. David Burton directing. 











TWO MUSICALS FOR COLUMBIA 


Columbia has provided for all 
types of entertainment in their 
1933-1934 program. Forseeing the 


return to popularity of musical pic- 
tures, they are readying ‘Let’s Fali 
in Love” and “Hello! Big Boy,” built 


bf 





Sales Force 
Surprises Execs 





Atlantic City, N. J., July 3.— 
A sensational sales develop- 
ment, probably unprecedented 
in the business world, floored 
Mayor Harry Bacharach and 
the local committee of welcome 
and the Columbia Home Office 
executives at the opening of 
Columbia Pictures Corpora- 
tion’s convention today. Sales- 
men among the assembling 
throng brought with them ap- 
proximately 400 signed con- 
tracts for pictures in the 1933- 
34 schedule to be announced 
and discussed in the course of 
the conventions. 

These contracts represent 
sales to exhibitors of produc- 
tions not only unseen—but con- 
eerning which very little ad- 
vance information was avail- 
able when the contracts were 
signed! 

This astounding gesture of 
buyer’s confidence is not only 
unprecedented in the film in- 
dustry, but is regarded as a 
precedent in the business world. 
As a manifestation of exhibi- 
tor’s faith in Columbia it is un- 
paralleled. 

This sensational opening gun 
of the convention, in thorough 
keeping with Columbia’s March 
Forward campaign, proved the 
keynote of the opening gather- 
ing, instantly establishing con- 
fidence that not only is an up- 
turn in events at hand, but that 
Columbia has taken its position 
in the vanguard of the national 
March Forward Movement. 











Columbia Garners 





on romantic themes and with score 
by America’s foremost songsters. 


Leading Writers 


Columbia Pictures has assembled 
some of the foremost screen writers 
in preparation for the greatest year 
in Columbia history. Having ac- 
quired the rights to outstanding 
Broadway hits, popular novels and 
original stories, they are sparing 
neither expense nor effort in their 
endeavor to see that this material is 
given expert treatment in its change 
to the screen. Among the writers 
who will be responsible for Columbia 
stories during the 1933-1934 season 
are Jo Swerling, Laurence Stallings, 
Ben Hecht, Charles MacArthur, Rob- 
ert Riskin, Owen Davis, Edith Fitz- 
gerald, Damon Runyon, Jules Furth- 
man, Norman Krasna, A. J. Cronin, 
Edward Paramore, Ethel Hill, Al 
Cohn, Lawrence Hazard, Ferenc 
Molnar, Travis Ingham, Courtenay 
Savage, Valentine Williams, Dorothy 
R. Sims, Clements Ripley, Lawrence 
Pohle, Brian Marlow, J. D. Newsom, 
Joe Chisholm, Karl Tunberg, Dore 
Schary and Lew Levenson 


Star-Studded Casts 


An example of what exhibitors 
may expect from Columbia in the 
way of “big name” casts during 
1933-1934 is revealed by “Lady for a 
Day,” the first picture completed for 
Columbia’s new program. The cast 
of this feature, which was directed 
by Frank Capra, includes Warren 
William, May Robson, Walter Con- 
nolly, Guy Kibbee, Glenda Farrell, 
Jean Parker, Ned Sparks and Nat 
Pendleton, Jean Parker is the 17- 
year-old actress who has been hailed 
as the screen discovery of the year 
for her work in “What Price Inno- 
cence?”, 














CARROLL “GOIN’ TO TOWN” 


Hollywood, July 3. 
Nancy Carroll will have the fem- 
inine tead in Columbia’s “Goin’ to 
Town,” due to start production this 


week. Victor Schertzinger, who 
megaphoned “Cocktail Hour” for 
Columbia, will direct. Nancy ap- 


PRODUCT MAKES 
COLUMBIA FIRST 


Columbia Conceded Enviable 
Status on Strength of Con- 
sistent Box-Office Product 








No amount of ballyhoo or loud 
promises, but only surefire, con- 
sistent product is the one and only 
road to a place among the top rank 
majors. It is unanimously conceded 
in the industry that Columbia has 
swept to this high rating by the 
continued flow of successful box- 
office pictures. 

Descending upon Atlantic City, a 


solid phalanx of confidence, grit and 
purpose, Columbia’s sales force, 
happy in knowledge that Columbia 
Pictures Corporation has taken a se- 
cure place in the forefront of the 
industry, reflects renewed and 
strengthened faith-in marching for- 
ward to greater triumphs. 
All know that Columbia’s un- 
rivalled postion is due to cardinal 
principles, observed by Columbia in 
a degree new to the industry— 
A consistent fine product! 
A steady supply of box-office and 
audience satisfaction; the latter 
brings the results at the former! 
Powerful support of a fine product 
with unusual exploitation skillfully 
marshalled for the benefit of the ex- 
hibitor. 
Consistent reéognition of the ex- 
hibitor as a showman whose barom- 
eter of success is the box-office, and 
placing at his command showman- 
ship box-office material! 
These principles, strictly adhered 
to by Columbia, have forced it to 
the forefront and have set the stage 
for even greater future progress. 
For the coming season Columbia 
will advertise direct to the public in 
a huge campaign reaching almost 
100,000,000 people through the me- 
dium of newspapers, magazines and 
radio broadcasts, timed to the ex- 
hibitor’s play dates, thus aiding the 
exhibitor to attain the utmost in 
box-office receipts from Columbia 
Pictures. For this a most generous 
budget—the largest ever planned for 
Columbia—has been provided. 
Columbia has carried the exhibitor 
along in its Forward March and will 
continue to. Its product is selected, 
produced and exploited for the show- 
man in the knowledge that Columbia 
can achieve success only in the same 
degree as its showmen exhibitors. 
Columbia’s definite proven policy 
of pictures made by showmen tor 
showmen, with generous provisions 
for every needful accessory and 
auxiliary support, has earned and 
captured this priceless and unprece- 
dented exhibitors’ confidence and 
; Support, as evidenced by the hun- 
dreds of contracts already signed 
and received. 


Leading Chains Book 
“What Price Innocence?” 


Columbia’s “What Price Inno- 
cence?” has achieved such over- 
whelming instantaneous’ success 
wherever played that, although it 
has just been released, it has already 
been booked by RKO for preferred 
playing time, and by the Publix, 
Warner, Loew’s, Skouras, and other 
circuits. 

This immediate response from 
leading chains and the preferred 
time accorded this feature prove 
more effectively than any amount of 
praise tremendous box-office power 
of this feature. “What Price Inno- 
cence?” is the answer to the show- 
man’s prayer—that paradise of which 
exhibitors dream but which they 
seldom encounter. 


Columbia’s Yr. Book | 


Becomes Best Seller 














The Columbia 1933-1934 An- 
nouncement Book established a 
record by becoming an imme- 
diate best seller. Exhibitors 
everywhere deluged the Home 
Office for their copies of the 
Columbia Book with the re- 
sult that the first edition were 
depleted two hours after the 
books were off the press. The 
second edition will be issued 
shortly. Exhibitors are urged 
to apply for their copy at once. 








peared in “Child of Manhattan” for 
Columbia earlier this season. 











Studio Full Blast! 


Columbia studios are oper- 
ating at 100% capacity com- 
pleting their present schedule 
and starting the 1933-34 pro- 
gram. With five pictures in 
production and three ready to 
start shooting within the next 
day or two, the studios are 
working harder than ever be- 
fore. “Fury of the Jungle,” 
“East of Fifth Avenue,” “Man 
of Steel” and “Goin’ to Town” 
are for the 1932-33 schedule. 
“Lady for a Day,” “A Man’s 
Castle,” “The Lady Is Willing” 
and “World’s Fair” are next 
season's product already in pro- 
duction or nearing completion. 


Innocence Proves 


A Knockout 


Innocence?”, Co- 
is proving 

















“What Price 
lumbia’s latest release, 


lone of Columbia’s greatest suc- 


cesses. 

Even torrid weather, arch enemy 
of the box-office, has failed to regis- 
ter a dent in receipts wherever this 
fine picture has been submitted to 
the public. Nearing the close of the 
second week at the Cameo Theatre, 
New York, this production is the 
principal topic of the theatre world. 

Among the enthusiastic predic- 
tions for new box-office records 
greeting this picture, that of the 
“Showman’s Round Table” is char- 
acteristic. Under the heading, 
“Here's a Mortgage Lifter,” the pub- 
lication declared—‘“For outright 
showmanship it is a natural and the 
production can be sold with the 
added support of government ap- 
proval,” 

“What Price Innocence?” has en- 
dorsement and support such as 
never before has been rallied be- 
hind a motion picture production. 
Judges, and other court officers; 
educators; parent-teachers organi- 
zations; leading religious organiza- 
tions; eminent sociologists and wel- 
fare workers from Coast to Coast 
stand solidly behind this picture with 
the declaration that aside from its 
fine entertainment value it consti- 
tutes an instrument of rare social 
importance. 

Little wonder that it is breaking 
box-office records and proving the 


; outstanding sensation of the hour! 


“What Price Innocence?” is pre- 
cisely what Showmen’s Round Table 
termed it—‘‘ta showman’s natural, 
charged with dynamite!” 

Never have the leaders of thought 
throughout the nation arrayed them- 
selves with such unanimity behind 
any amusement offering. 

Written and directed by Willard 
Mack, a veteran favorite of the le- 
gitimate stage, with a large follow- 
ing from its patrons, as well as 
among film fans, the production en- 
joys the advantage of his appear- 
ance in the cast, which is headed by 
Jean Parker. This 17-year-old 
screen discovery gives promise of 
reaching stardom through the re- 
ception accorded “What Price In- 
nocence?”’, Minna Gombell, Ben 
Alexander and Bryant Washburn 
also are featured. 

From every standpoint the picture 
is one exemplifying Columbia’s su- 
premely successful policy of pictures 
made by Showmen for Showmen. 


“World’s Fair” Holt’s Next 





Jack Holt has been awarded the 
coveted role in “World’s Fair,” the 
Columbia Picture which will glor- 
ify Chicago’s Century of Progress 


Exposition. This is a_ story by 
Robert Riskin, one of Columbia’s 
outstanding writers, who spent 


several weeks in Chicago collecting 
material. 

Holt has just ‘finished “The 
Wrecker” and it looks like a busy 


season for this popular Columbia 
star. Albert §S. Rogell, who di- 
rected “The Wrecker” and “Below 


the Sea” for Columbia, will do the 
same for “World’s Fair,” which will 





be one of Columbia’s early releases 
on their 1933-34 schedule. 


Capra, Borzage, Milestone, 
Industry's Ace Directors, 
On Columbia's New Program 


+ 





Columbia Pictures have acquired 
the services of the industry’s most 
capable directors to handle the mega- 
phones for their 1933-1934 program. 
Having selected the pick of story 
material, they are taking every pre- 
caution that everything worthwhile 
is added in the transfer to the screen. 
Frank Capra has already started on 
“Lady for a Day,” the feature based 
on Damon Runyon’s famous Cosmo- 
politan story. The cast for this pro- 
duction includes Warren Williams, 
May Robson, Glenda Farrell, Guy 
Kibbee, Walter Connolly, Ned Sparks, 
Jean Parker and Nat Pendelton, and 
from reports it is a picture that will 
rank as one of the great ones of the 
year. 

Frank Borzage, who made screen 
history with “Seventh Heaven” and 
“Bad Girl,” has “Man’s Castle” in 
work. This pi. .ve is based on the 
romantic play by Lawrence Hazard, 

Lewis Milestone is another ace di- 
rector who will be seen in the Co- 


lumbia studios this season. He is 
known throughout the motion pic- 
ture world for his work on “All 
Quiet on the Western Front” and 
“Front Page.” Milestone will direct 
several productions to be written by 
Laurence Stallings, author of “‘The 
Big Parade” and co-author of “What 
Price Glory?” and “Cock-Eyed 
World.” 

Additional directors who will di- 
rect Columbia’s March Forward 
Group for 1933-1934 include Gilbert 
Miller, David Burton, Eddie Buzzell, 
Albert S. Rogell, Lambert Hillyer 
and Roy Wm. Neill. 


COLUMBIA LEADS 
IN SHORT SUBJECTS 


Columbia has assembled for their 
1933-1934 program ae variety of 
short subjects which will complete 
and improve every motion picture 
program no matter what the feature 
may be. They are so designed that 
they will provide the needed diver- 
sification and balance. 

Prominent in the list are 26 two- 
reel comedies starring popular stage 
comedians, movie comedy headliners, 
outstanding radio personalities, and 





adorned with beautiful girls. They 
will brim with music, mirth and 
novelty. “Scrappy” and “Krazy 


Kat” are two of the most amusing 
and best beloved of the popular car- 
toon comedies. A one-reel sensation 
that will sweep the nation is “March 
of the Years.” This is not a car- 
toon. It is a series of headline 
stories gleaned from the headlines 
of yesterday and re-enacted. It un- 
doubtedly will prove a box-office at- 
traction worthy of being featured on 
the marquee on every theatre in 
America. 

Columbia is introducing something 
new in the short subject field with 
“Minute Mysteries,” which have 
proven their appeal in Liberty, De- 
tective and Western Magazines and 
are being syndicated by the Chicago 
Tribune. “Screen Snapshots,” one 
of the most popular of all short sub- 
jects, will be with us again, but they 
are a new series of “Snapshots,” 
greatly improved and embellished. 
“The World of Sports” provides 
something different again. This one- 
reel series of shorts covers every 
field of athletic endeavor and should 
prove a great audience builder. 
“Mickey Mouse,” “Silly Symphony” 
and Travelaughs with John Med- 
bury will provide additional diver- 
sification. 


Buck Jones and Tim 
McCoy in 12 Fast Ones 


Columbia announces for 1933-1934 
twelve Outdoor, Western, Action and 
Melodramas, which have proven 12 
the past to be consistent box-office 


leaders. Players of established pop- 
ularity will form the casts. Buck 
Jones and Tim McCoy, outstanding 


stars of this type of production, 
with an enormous and enthusiasti¢ 





following, will play the leads in this 
group of pictures. 
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Sound Talker Field Left Wide Open 
By Positive Decisi ion—Appeal i in Doubt 


No more sweeping opinion was 
ever handed the film biz than that 
which was rendered by Federal 
Judge John P. Nields, Jr., in Wil- 
mington, Wednesday (28). By his 
opinion as recorded, any and all 
tying agreements and restrictive 
conditions imposed on aay competi- 
tive phase of the electrical end of 
talkers, are outlawed. 

The electrical talker market is 
thus declared practically wide open 
from studio to exhibition and even 
unto music. 

Judge Nields’ opinion looks to 
impel two important moves within 
filmdom. Both.are known to be on 
the way. 

(1) Reorganization of the electri- 
cal talker field by and of the elec- 
trics themselves. 

(2) Veering of the whole of film - 
dém towards a new deal from ‘the 
electrics. ' 

Besides Seatesn Nields’ décision- 
impelling the electrics towards the 
first move, another, force actuating 
reorganization. of the talker mat- 
ters by the electrics is the National 
Industrial Recovery Act. This act 
of itself is aimed against monop- 
oly. The second move is’ au ‘na: 
tural. 

‘Besides which: it is indicated’ by 
faet of the first move that A.» T: 
& T., nor Western Electric, nor 
ERPI's thinking of prosecuting ,an 


appeal from. Judge Nields’ 
sion. 
Strong Stuff 
Two angles besides those moves 


wiich are under away 
against any appeal are: 

First—That Judge Nields’ opin- 
ion is bluntly expressed and calls 
the restrictive agreements illegal 
on their face in language that adds 
that the illegality of the restrictive 
agreements ‘could not be changed 
by, testimony.’ 

‘Second—That the court would 
have to require the posting of a 
very high bond that might run into 
mflfions according to money dam- 
age claims which may be made by 
the- plaintiffs, Stanley theatres 
(WB); General Talking Pictures 
(DeForest) and the Duovac Corp. 
Last named is a manufacturer of 
vacuum tubes used in talker equip- 
ment. 


tacking 


WB Victory 


(Continued from page 21) 
that all theatres operated by you or 
your associates shall install our re- 
producing equipment.’ 

Findings 

Judge Nield’s findings on these 
agreements were packed into three 
paragraphs: 

‘The exclusive agreements in the 
contractual letters require producers 
to refrain from distributing the 
talking motion pictures to theatres 
and exhibitors who have not ac- 
quired reproducing equipment from 
Products. As a result of these ex- 
clusive agreements, the supply of 
the motion pictures would be sub- 
stantially closed to exhibitors who 
did notinstall reproducing appara- 
tus andequipment purchased from 
Products. These exclusive agree- 
ments are bound to restrain exhibit- 
ors from using or dealing in goods, 
wares, merchandise, machinery, 
supplies or other commodities of a 
competitor or competitors of Prod- 
ucts. 

Lfind fromthe proof submitted in 
support of the motions for prelimi- 
nary injunctions that the tying 
agreements contained in licenses of 
reproducing equipment by Products 
to exhibitors and the _ exclusive 
agreements in the contractual let- 
ters of Products to producers, in 
fact, have substantially lessened 
competition in interstate commerce 
and will so continue unless the 
defendants are restrained. 

‘Today,’ says Dean Pound, ‘we 
seek once more, by limiting freedom 
»f contract, to protect those who are 
subjected to economic pressure 
1zainst unfair advantage on the 
part of those who have greater eco- 
nomic freedom.’ The Clayton Act 
(continues Judge Nields) expresses 


this modern trend in legislation. 
section 3 of the Act prohibits tying 
izreements and exclusive agree- 
ments whose effect may be to sub- 
stantially lessen competition. Such 
*sreements are contained in the li- 


*nses of reproducing equipment by 
Products to exhibitors and in the 
“ontractual letters of Products to 
Producers. TI hold these agreements 


deci- , 





Closing 105th St. 


Cleveland, July 3. 

Following J. J. Franklin’s de- 
parture as city manager here, the 
RKO people have decided to shut 
down the 105th Street theatre, be- 
ginning July 7. Frank Hines is 
presently in charge of the Palace, 
formerly handled by J. J. Franklin 
Bert Hensen has been transferred 
from Troy, N. Y., to handle pub- 





licity here. 
Indications point to Nat Hoit 
supervising local RKO _ operation 


again with .the departure of J. J 
Franklin. 


PREVIEW RULED 
DOUBLE BILL 
VIOLATION 


Minneapolis, July 3. 


Publix emerged victor in a brief 
but hot fight with RKO here over 
what was claimed to be double fea- 
turing. The scrap was precipitated 
by the RKO Orpheum scheduling 
‘What Price Innocence,’ heavily 
ballyhooed and advertised sex pic- 
ture, to open with an ‘audience pre- 
view’ in conjunction with ‘Melody 
Cruise’ last Friday (30) night. 
Newspaper and other ads stated 
that patrons could come as late as 
9 p.m. and witness two complete 
features. 

After appearance of ads Publix 
objecting to what it claimed to be 
double-featuring served notice on 
the RKO exchange that unless the 
arrangement were altered it would 
rescind its purchase of ‘Melody 
Cruise’ for Twin City subsequent 
runs and out-of-town spots. L. E. 
Goldhammer, exchange manager, 
immediately brought pressure to 
bear on Manager Jack Gross of the 
Orpheum to eliminate the ‘preview’ 
of ‘Innocence.’ Pointing out that 
newspaper and other ads already 
had promised the public the pre- 
view, Gross at first was adamant 
in refusing to alter his program but 
finally threw out the preview. 

Under the changed _ schedule, 
‘Melady Cruise’ went out at 5.30 
p.m. Friday, the Orpheum was 
closed for an hour and ‘What Price 
Innocence’ opened at 6.30 p.m. to 
big business. But the change caused 
Gross plenty of grief, with numer- 
ous squawks from patrons who 
claimed they didn’t know the pre- 
view was out and who had expected 
two features for 40c. 

Up to a few months ago, preview 
showing of ensuing week's picture 
was regular Orpheum policy on 
Friday nights, with the customers 
getting a vaudeville show and two 
feature films and shorts for the 
single admission of 55¢c. The pre- 
view of the second feature went on 
about 11.30 p.m., after the con- 
clusion of the regular performance. 
There apparently was no objection 
on the part of the exchanges and 
Publix and the arrangement was 
not construed as double featuring. 
No agreement was made for its dis- 
continuance so that, in Gross’ opin- 
ion, Publix had no .-rounds for the 
stand which it took with RKO. 











Boles in Tung Cycle 


Hollywood, June 3. 


John Boles will be starred in B. 

F. Zeidman’s untitled screen oper- 
etta which Universal will release 
on next year’s program, 
Story embraces America's musi- 
cal history for the past 100 years. 
Victor Schertzinger, who is to di- 
rect, will also write the music. 





Menzies on ‘Alice’ Tricks 





! 
‘egal and void 


Hollywood, July 3, 
William Cameron Menzies, for- | 
merly art director at U. A. and 
Fox, {s at Paramount. | 
He will work on the story of | 
‘Alice in Wonderland’ and lend | 4) 
technical aid as to spectal pho-| 
tography and trick shots ! 


Indpls. Lyric’s Par Deal 


Indianapolis, July 3. 
Quite a flurry locally because the 
Lyric has booked Paramount pic- 
tures. It is the first time since the 
advent of sound that Paramount pix 
have been shown at any downtown 
house other than the Indiana and 
Circle. Lyric has been showing B 
pix and vaude. The axe was ap- 
plied to vaude last week. 
Booking arrangements in the past 
have been confined to second choice 
Universal, RKO-Radio, and Fox. 


WB WINS VS. ERPI 
ON LEGAL POINT 


Wilmington, Del., July 3. 

Chief Justice James Pennewill 
sitting in Chancery Court Thurs- 
day (29) denied the ‘application of 
Electrical Research Products for 
modification of a restraining order 
issued against it in the suit of 
Vitaphane Corp. 

ERPI asked permission to take 
action, outside the Vitaphone suit, 
to prevent Vitaphone from pros- 
ecuting the suit. Also asked re- 
lease from the clause in the order 
restraining it from reopening ar- 
bitration. Court recently over- 
ruled ERPI's plea that Vitaphone 
is barred from bringing suit be- 
cause of an arbitration agreement. 
This was argued again this week 
and again held ir.sufficient in law. 

Vitaphore charges violation of 
patent licenses agreements on 
equipment. , 


ARIZONA SOLONS AGAIN 
SPIKE 10%, TAX BILL 


Phoenix, Ariz., July 3. 

For the second time wthin three 
months an attempt to rush through 
a 10% admission tax has been de- 
feated by the Arizona legislature. 
At the same time the solons adopted 
a stiff luxury sales tax, imposing a 
tariff on tobacco, beer, wine, candy 
and other commodities. 

Credit for the defeat of the tax on 
theatre admissions, which would 
have invoked a 10% penalty on any 
priced ticket, is attributed to a com- 
prehensive campaign staged under 
the direction of W. H. (Bud) Lol- 
lier, Fox-West Coast tax chief. 
Lollier came here from Los Angeles 
for both tax admission fights, and 
submitted data which had an in- 
fluencing effect on the solons. 

As part of his campaign, Lollier 
had mimeographed copies of his 
recommendations made up and 
handed to every member of the leg- 
islature, 

Much of the data, it is figured by 
industry leaders, could be utilized 
to oppose amusement tax bills in 
other states where such legislation 
is threatened, 


Studio Placements 


‘Dancing Lady,’ 




















Arthur Jarrett, 


Metro. 

Maude Eburne, ‘Park Avenue La- 
dies,’ U. 

Warner Oland, Heather Angel, 
I'rank Conroy, Irene Bentley, 
Frank Atkinson, Roger Imhof, 
‘Charlie Chan’s Greatest Case,’ 
Fox. 

Charles Butterworth, Henry 
Travers, ‘My Weakness,’ Fox, 


Joseph Saurers, ‘All American, P. 
Richard Tucker, ‘Only Yesterday,’ 
John Stahl-Universal. 

Madge’ Evans, Otto Kruger, 
Louise Closser Hale, ‘Beauty Parlor,’ 
Metro. 

Richey Craig, 
Gobs,’ WB. 
Lilyan Tashman, “Too Much Har- 
mony,’ Par. 

William Gargan, ‘Beautiful,’ 
dio. 
Eric 
dio, 
Arline Judge, ‘Blonde Poison,’ Ra- 
dio. 

Conrad Nagel, Sam Hardy, Ferdi- 
nand Gottschalk, Mitchell Lewis, 
Kitty Kelly, ‘Ann Vickers,’ Radio. 
Ben Hendricks, Jr. ‘Rafter Ro- 


gagging ‘Sons of 
Ra- 


Linden, ‘Family Man,’ Ra- 





mance,’ Radio. 
Wells Root, adapting ‘Hide in the 
Dark,’ Radio. 


Adrian Morris, ‘Wild Boys of the 
| Road,’ Warners, 
Helen Freeman, ‘Life’s Worth 
Living,’ Fox. 
Spring Byinton, Jean Parker, 
Jilin Howland, ‘Little Women,’ RKO 


zon Ford, director, ‘Patrol,’ Ra- 


y? znes Christine Johnston, 
ing, ‘Stingaree,’ Radio 


script- 


| tured L 


ERPI, Despite Appeals Possibility, 
Still Heavy-Hearted Over Decision; 
WE Equipment in Over 5,000 Houses 





Col’s A.C. Meeting On 


Columbia sales convention got un- 
derway in Atlantic City July 3, go- 
ing until July 6. Jack Cohn is in 
charge. 

About 135 salesmen and exchange 
representatives were scheduled to 
attend. Coast conference opens in 
Los Angeles July 9, with the com- 
pany’s sales head, Abe Montague, 
presiding. Western representatives 
are reported to number 50. 


REVAMPING OF 
ARBITRATION 
SOUGHT 








Hollywood, July 3. 
Academy is preparing to seek 
further talent concessions in the 
producers’ arbitration agreement 
which has been in existence nearly ; 
a year. 

When drawn up following last 
summer’s fight between the pro- 
ducers and the Academy, the agree- 
ment with the latter body provided 
that the pact be tried for a year 
with the suggested Academy 
changes and then be subject to 
further conferences. 

It is indicated that the Academy 
wants to have something to say 
regarding the recent § imbroglio 
which had Warner Bros, attempting 
to withdraw from the pact. Atti- 
tude of the producer employee 
group is that such disputes between 
studios might have an ,effect on 
talent rights, which the Academy 
sought to protect in the changes 
insisted on last year. 

Within the next two weeks the 
Academy's committee on the agree- 
ment will meet to draw a list of 
changes based on experiences with 
the pact during its 12 months 
existence. 

Academy producer agreement is 
headed by Frank Capra, Other 
members are Fredric March, Lewis 
Stone, Frank Lloyd, Henry Herz- 
b.un, Joseph I, Schnitzer, J, A. Ball, 
Cedric Gibbons and Howard J. 
Green. Substitute will be appointed 
to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of mange Block. 


12 HOUSES ORDERED 
CLOSED BY COURT 





Milwaukee, July 3. 

When Clarence H. Bolton, re- 
ceiver, reported that he was unable 
to operate the chain at a profit, 
Judge F. A. Geiger ordered the 
closing of 12 Statewide theatres, 
eight in Milwaukee and four else- 
where in the state. 

Efforts are being made to reopen 
but at present there does not seem 
to be much of a chance. 

The theatres affected, formerly 
part of the Fox-Midwesco chain, 
are the Garfield, Modjeska, Mirth, 
Plaza, Princess, Savoy, Tivoli and 
Uptown, Milwaukee; the Lake, Ke- 
nosha; Jefferies, Janesville; Osh- 
kosh, Oshkosh; and the State, Ra- 
cine. 

The chain was adjudged bank- 
rupt in a voluntary action in Dela- 
ware, May 26. An application to 
have the entire matter su: nitted 
to Judge Geiger’s court, here, is 
now under considerafion by the 
Delaware court. 


~ Contracts 


Hollywood, 
In addition to his 
picture deal, Paul Muni has signa- 
five-year -ontract with 
Warners which permits him to do 
some stage work each year 
Fox took up options this week on 
James O'Keefe, biz mgr. of the stu- | 
lio music department, and Sammy 
Lee, dance director 
Jane Murfin, now 
tract, Radio 


Muriel Pinover 
ng 


July 3 


current two- 


writing con- 


story 


editor. Ster- | 
| 








Gloria Biondell with Radio j 


With millions owing them from 
major companies ard with their 
equipment in slightly over 5,006 


representative theatres in the U. S, 
there to stay for at least 10 years 
according to contract, ERPI be- 
lieves itself better able to stand the 
blow meted out of Wilmington than 
had the same occurred four years 


ago. 
Non - interchangeability washed 
itself up, without court aid, about 


three years back. ERPlites ctaim 
that during the past year and a 
half they have also v-luntarily re- 
laxed enforcing compulsory pur- 
chase of equipment parts. Never- 
the less, it is conceded, ERPI had 
the right to revive both clauses in 
its reproduction formula to _ full 
strength until the Federal Cowurt 
temporarily enjoined both practices 
last week. 

High ERPI executives immedi-. 
ately denied any intention of the 
company to regain control ofthe 
equipment field by buying up the’ 
odds and ends manufacturers of 
equipment and parts which have 
underbid the Western subsid from 
the start. 

J. E, Otterson, ERPI head, did not, 
cancel his reservation for a Euro- 
pean trip despite the injunction and 
the fact that until now he has been’ 
an important part.in Hays direc-' 
torial confabs for an industry code.: 

Before exhibitor licensees can 
make cry move to collect, the pres- 
ent temporary injunction must be 
replaced by a court decree, after 
appeals from the same and their 
dispositions have been recorded. 

Just what ERPI is going to do 
was not made clear over the week- 
end. If it follows old lines, and 
those pursued by the parent organ- 
ization, American Tel, and Tel, it 
will appeal and appeal. The pres- 
ent temporary injunction may be ap- 
pealed. If sustained and a perma- 
nent injunction is granted the per- 


court. 
Appeals and Years 

Before ERPI, if necessary, can 
carry the case to the U. S. Supreme 
Court, it must prove sufficient dis- 
agreement among judges sitting in 
the Circuit Court of Appeals. 

If successful in obtaining right to 
conduct all of these appeals, ERPI 
can continue the present action over 
a period of years. The U. S. Sup. 
Court has the reputation of keep- 
ing many cases on its calendar for 
five years before acknowledging 
them. Meanwhile no more service 
charges or restrictive dealings by 
or through ERPI 

Spokesmen for General Electric 
who have followed the litigation re- 
sulting in the present temp. injunc- 
tion report the sister electric, de- 
spite its currently bold exterior, is 
taking the decision very hard to 
heart inside. The boys for the other 
electric see in ERPI's original li- 
cense structure the set-up which 
more or less sold A. T. and T. on 
the whole sound idea. If that is 
to be demolished then the very 
premise of continuous service and 
perpetual contract, with guarantees 
of income the same as the tele- 
phone, is out of the window. 

Concerning the trial Warnerites 
are looking for a final decree by 
December, 1933. They are counting 
on the trial coming up next Octe- 
ber and that efforts to appeal, judg- 
ing from the language of the initial 
opinion, will be unavailing. 


Cliff Edwards on L. I. 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Cliff Edwards is headed for New 
York, where he'll play the Sid Sil- 
vers part in tke film version of ‘Take 
a Chance,’ slated to start July 20 
1f the Pa‘amount Long Island stu- 
lio, with Lawrence Schwab in 
charge of production 





Later he goes to London for 
1ude dates. Ralph Farnum booked. 
PAR SWITCHES M’LEOD 

Hollywood, July 3 
Norman M od is out as direc- 
tor of Paramount’s proposed ‘Tillie 
ind fo co-star Williar C., 
lds and Alison Skipworth 
Hie was tched to-wpreparation 
Vonderland which 
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Metro's KC. Sales Conclave 





Lotsa Doin’s—Felix Feist Labels It ‘10th 
Championship Year’ 


4 





Kansas City, July 3. 
Optimism, good fellowship and 
pep were the outstanding features 
of the M-G-M semi-national sales 
convention held here. It was the 
Jargest meeting of its kind ever held 


here and many prominent officials 
of the organization were present. 

An entertainment committee 
headed by Bill Ferguson, chief ex- 
plointeer, of New York, and consist- 
ing of E. D. Coleman, Dallas; Hal 
Elias, San Francisco; Morris 
Abrams, Minneapolis, was sent here 
several days before the opening of 
the convention and the members got 
busy. 

When Felix Feist, sales manager, 
and a party of ‘Champs’ arrived 
they were met by a reception com- 
mittee, with a brass band at the 
station, and giver the freedom of 
the city, before being escorted by a 
large police escort to their hotel 
where everything was waiting. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Feist the new sea- 
son has been designated as ‘Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer'’s 10th Champion- 
ship Year.’ 

150 Attend 

Among the 150 members of the 
Metro organization from out of 
town were Hal Roach, E. M. Saun- 
ders, western sales manager; T. J. 
Connors, southern sales manager; 
A. F. Cummings, in charge of film 
exchanges; C. F. Deesen, head of 
the contract department; Jay Gove, 
head of the sales department; F. C. 
Quimby, in charge of short produc- 
tions; Howard Dietz, advertising di- 
rector; Walter F. Wyner, Canadian 
sales; C. E. Kessnfch, southern dis- 
trict manager; S. A. Shirley, middle 
west district manager, and Si Sad- 
ler, departmental manager. James 
McLeod, New York, and Selwyn 
Levinson, Los Angeles, were finance 
and maintenance committee and 
co-operated with the entertainment 
committee in making the show a 
success. 

Hal Roach while here gave a 
months’ trial contract to Roberta 
Nesbitt, local girl. Miss Nesbitt is 
a blonde and resembles Miriam 
Hopkins. She will leave at once 
for Hollywood. 


BOSTON BIJOU SLICES 
RENT IN HALF FOR RKO 


Boston, July 3. 

Negotiations are reported com- 
pleted whereby RKO will continue to 
operate the Bijou, grind, for an addi- 
tional five years. New rent deal 
negotiated by Louis Cohen, head of 
the RKO realty division, cuts the 
house rental fee in half from $40,000 
annually to around $20,000, for the 
next two years, 

Understanding is that it antes on 
the third year of the new lease, but 
extent not given. 

Beer Garden of Lyric 

Lyric, local RKO deadhead, on 
which RKO has been paying a 
ground rent of something like $14,- 
000, looks like it will be turned over 
to certain local business men for a 
beer garden. 

RKO has been able to get its rent 
eut down to around $7,000, thus mak- 
ing the beer garden thing a feasible 
deal. 





Trans-Lux Directors 
Under Fire in Court 


Wilmington, July 3. 

Accounting and injunction suit 
filed in Chancery Court Thursday 
(29) alleging the affairs of Trans- 
Lux Daylight Picture Screen Cor- 
poration have been conducted in an 
extravagant and wasteful manner. 
Suit filed by R. L. Hall, owner of 
100 shares. 

Directors made individual defen- 
dants and court is asked to restrain 
them from spending company 
funds except in normal course of 
business. Court also asked to order 
an accounting by directors of funds 
spent to keep present management 
in control or otherwise spent ab- 
normally. Hearing set for July 19 
on application for preliminary in- 
junction. 

Hall has a suit pending to deter- 
mine validity of the directors’ elec- 





U.A.’s Insistence Places 
Jolson Ahead of ‘I Cover’ 


Los Angeles, July 3. 

Through insistence of United 
Artists exchange that its ‘Halle- 
lujah, I’m a Bum’ be given prece- 
dence over ‘I Cover the Waterfront,’ 
the Jolson pic follows ‘Secrets’ 
(UA) into the Tower, downtown 
first-run. As a result, ‘Secrets’ is 
being held over through Tuesday 
(4) with ‘Hallelujah’ starting the 
following day. 

House had already advertised 
‘Waterfront’ as its current attrac- 
tion, figuring to pull ‘Secrets’ at 
the close of last week (end of sec- 
ond week of coast premiere), but 
the demands of U. A. necessitated a 
quick shift. 


M. SHEA LETS GO ONE: 
TURNS BACK ANOTHER 


Buffalo, July 3. 
Great Lakes, first-run downtown 
house, was relinquished by the Shea 
interests this week and will reopen 
late in the summer under Loew. 
The theatre, part of the Shea 
chain since 1931, has been closed for 
several weeks. The house, owned 
by local interests, was originally 
leased to Fox with subleases to 
Loew and finally to Shea-Publix. 
The Publix crash left large rental 
arrearages owing, and the owners 
recently commenced action against 
the original lessee. 
Roosevelt, east side neighborhood 
theatre, went back to the Rosings 
from Shea Saturday night. 
First house to be relinquished by 
the local Shea chain. Will continue 
same price and policy, 








Incorporations 





New York 
Albany, July 3. 

Herman A. De Vry; Inc., New York; 
pictures; $20,000. 
Wilkast Theatres Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical; 100 shares no par. 
Crown Productions Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical; 100 shares no par. 
Schulman Bros., Amusement Co., Inc.; 
Manhattan; theatrical; $20,000. 
The O’Flynn, Inc., Manhattan; the- 
atrical; 950 shares—750 preferred, $100; 
200 common, no par. 
Nu-Deal Amusement Corp., Mineola; 
theatrical; $10,000. 
Richmond Pictures Corp., New York; 
pictures; 100 shares no par. 
Sturgeon Point Ledge, Inc., Evan; 
operate amusement resorts; 200 shares no 


ar. 

Perfex Pictures Corp., Manhattan; pic- 
tures; 250 shares no par. 

M. F. Theatre Corp., Manhattan; the- 
atrical; 200 shares no par. 

Arcturus Pictures Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical; $10,000. 

Circle Pictures, Inc., Manhattan; the- 
atrical; $1,000. 

Orchard Beach Amusements, Inc., Man- 
hattan; realty, amusements parks, 
beaches; 2,000 shares—1i,000 preferred, 
$100; 1,000 common, no par. 

Producers Share, Inc., New York, pic- 
tures; 100 shares no par. 

Celoron Merry-Go-Round, Inc., Celoron; 
amusement devices, all kinds; 60 shares 
no par. 

Extension Theatre Corp., Kings; the- 
atrical; $1,000. 

The Yale Puppeteers, Inc., Manhattan; 
theatrical; $12,000. 

State Amusement Co., Inc., New York; 
amusements all kinds; 200 shares no par. 

‘Bud’ Pollard Productions, Inc., Man- 
hattan;: pictures; $10,000. 

Pix Theatre, Inc., New York; the- 
atrical; 1,000 shares—500 preferred, $100; 
500 common, no par. 

Steel City Theatre Corp., Lackawanna; 
theatrical; 160 shares no par. 

Broadway Comic Opera Co., Inc., Man- 
hattan; theatrical: $5,000. 

Choice Films, Inc., Manhattan; pic 
tures, films; 10 shares no par. 

Classification of Shares 

Bell Amusement Corp. 


California 
Sacramento, July 3. 

Kearns Agency, Inc. Capital stock, 
25,000; none subscribed. Edward I. 
Beck, J. L. Kearns, Nina Becknell. 

Fashionette, Inc. Capital stock, $25,- 
000; none subscribed. Madalon Barnes, 
Alice B. Weiser, Aimee L. Parrish. 

California Sound Studios, Ltd. Cap- 
ital stock, 10,000; subscribed, $30. Ham- 
ilton Steel, Kenneth Broeker, Denver 
Dixon. 

Fanchon & Marco School of Dance, Ine. 
Capital stock, 500 shares; none sub- 
scribed. Marco Wolff, Fanchon Simon, 
Harry Wallen. 

Permits to sell stock issued to 

Capitol-Long Beach Theatre Corpora- 
tion. Theatre operating. Permitted to 
issue all 1,000 shares; par $1. 

Fortune, Inc. Amusement. Permitted 
to issue all 100 shares; par $100. 

News Dispatch Company. Newspaper 
publishing. To issue three shares out 
of 100; par $10. 

Fictitious Firm Names 
Los Angeles, July 3. 

International Group Players, Holly- 
wood. E. E. Clive, Doris Lloyd, Harriet 
Breast, Leyland Hodgson 

Screencraft Productions, 
Sam Katzman, Al Alt. 

Hart Players, Signal Hill. 
Hart, John LL. Benwell. 


Hollywood 


Harvey H 





tion. 


‘Arizona Wranglers.’ Vos Angeles 
Charles Hunter, Calvin Short Eugene 
Patterson, La Verne Costello, James 
Barren, - 


L. A. FALL CONVENTION 
FOR MPTOA EXHIBS °33 


Motion Picture Theatre Owners’ 
of America is considering Holly- 
wood as its convention city for 
next fall. Although furtherest 
away for most of the owners’ or- 
ganization executives figure’ the 
coast lure will be sufficient bait to 
send members tapping savings ac- 
counts. 

Exhib execs are recalling their 
best attended convention was in 
L. A, eight years ago. 


Op. Union Prez 
In N. 0. Arrested; 
Stench Bombs 


New Orleans, July 3. 

Three members of the local mo- 
tion pictures operators union in- 
cluding its president, Arthur 
Chateau, have been arrested and 
placed under $2,500 bond for an al- 
leged placing of stench bombs in 
theatres, 








Omaha, July 3. 

Stench bombing of Strand theatre 
in Council Bluffs was attributed to 
unions. Theatre has employed non- 
union help since it was taken over 
as an independent by Morris Cohn 
from Fox some months ago. 

Bomb was a home-made affair 
and was tossed on walk in front of 
theatre doing little damage though 
stench remained after show opened. 
Second bomb was found unex- 
ploded in rear of theatre, and police 
hope to get a clue from it. 
Witnesses saw bomb tossed from 
car carrying three men and bearing 
Nebraska license, but culprits have 
not been rounded in nor blame 
definitely placed. 





2 Bombed in Altoona 
Altoona, July 3. 

The peace and quiet which has 
marked the theatre and moving 
picture operators in their disagree- 
ment of the past three months, 
during which the operators have 
continuously picketed the theatres, 
has been broken twice in less than 
a week, last Friday night and the 
preceding Saturday night. 


in the trouble have been bombed, 
the Olympic and Capitol theatres, 
operated by the Altoona Publix 
company which has A. N. Noto- 
poulos as its president. The Al- 
toona Publix company is also being 
sued by the operators for $11,000, 
claimed for violation of salary con- 
tract. 

All of the theatres have joined in 
offering $500 reward for information 
and arrest of the bombers. The 
bombs used are the size of a walnut 
and contain an ammonia preparation 
which on both occasions has driven 
the theatre patrons away. The liquid 
is so strong that a part of the floors 
of the theatre have had to be re- 
placed. 

An arrest was made last Friday 
evening following the bombing but 
the man was exonerated by police 
after questioning. Local police were 
all set to completely cover all the- 
atres Saturday night but no par- 
ticular watch was kept when the 
last bombs were exploded. 

Members of the local operators’ 
union are jointly operating the 
Lakemont Park theatre this year, 
contracting with the Empire stock 
company and dividing the proceeds. 
The season thus far has been good. 





MARIN’S SECOND AT MONO 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Edwin L. Marin gets his second 
directorial assignment with Mono- 
gram on ‘Heads Up,’ now being 
readied for production. 

Adele Commandini is adapting, 
from the original story by Jeffer- 
son Parker. 





Max Graf’s Divorce Suit 
San Francisco, July 3. 

Max Graf is being sued for di- 
vorce by his wife, the former 
Hertha ‘Babe’ Kaths, ex-Follies’ 
girl, who asks for division of com- 
munity property and custody of 
their two year old son. 

Graf, with his brother, Louis, 
started a picture concern here a 
number of years ago. They are 
now in the radio transcription busi- 


ness. 





Tuesday, July 4, 1933 





Only two of the theatres involved | 
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(Continued from page 6) 


since the heginning of the present 
upturn. 

Bonds did well in the face of a 
new high for some of the foreign 
currencies, specifically $4.46 for the 
British pound, and a corresponding 
decline of the dolar. Buying de- 
mand came conspicuously into the 
speculative lines, reflected by a two- 
point advance in the Paramount 
54's, while Loew 6's held steady, 
and Warner Bros. made moderate 
progress, 

Substantial nature of the new 
spurt was indicated in the way the 
big industrials led the way, with 
Steel at a new top at 63, and Tele- 
phone breaking through its previ- 
ous best by a fraction. Closing 
prices were close to the best of the 
day, with volume in excess of 6,000,- 
000 shares on the session. 


Index at Peak 


Last week ended with the Dow 
Jones industrial average at its re- 
covery peak, standing just over 100 
at the close. There were scores of 
new tops throurhout the list while 
the active amusement issues ruled 
in most cases somewhat below their 
best since the beginning of the new 
deal. An exception was Warner 
Bros., which was within a fraction 
of its 1933 top of 6%. Bull tips of 
a vague nature have been going the 
rounds in reference to Warners and 
seem to have attracted attention, 


Loew's put on a good show, get- 
ting consistent support above 21, 
but apparently governed by a cau- 
tious clique policy. At this stage of 
the upturn a play in such low priced 
shares as Warners is fairly easy to 
attract. High priced pivotals are 
presumed to have led the advance, 
supposedly having by now done 
ample to discount improvement. 
They’re rather beyond a timid spec- 
ulative flyer, but it is a simple mat- 
ter to take up any one of the low 
range stocks which on the surface 
haven’t done much to keep abreast 
of the upward surge and by draw- 
ing attention to it, attract a fol- 
lowing. It isn’t necessary to have 
anything to base a move on, the 
move itself provides its own mo- 
mentum now in 1933 just as it did 
in ’29. 

It goes without saying that there 
is no logic in buying a stock just 
because it has proved laggard so 
far. Rather that very circumstance 
ought to be a danger signal, in the 
absence of any other factor. 

In general the amusements ought 
by now to begin to show something 
for next fall. Last summer the 
movement upward that culminated 
in September had its preliminary 
tremors just after Independence 
Day and the amusements’. were 
prompt to get into it. Producers at 
this time are announcing their re- 
lease programs for the coming sea- 
son and they seem to indicate nor- 
mal rates of output. The worst of 
the summer lull is nearby and at- 
tention turns to expected seasonal 
activity just ahead. 


Old Tops Obstacles 


High lights of the week were the 
indisposition of recent spectacular 
members of the theatre group to go 
through their former tops conclu- 
sively with the general market and 
the tapering off of market opera- 
tions in such issues as Columbia, 
Consolidated Film and a few other 
minors. In their stead a new cam- 


Street rumors that the company 
might again become active in pro. 
ducing, taking the ground that cer. 
tain RKO defaults had released it 
from a non-producing agreement 
entered into upon sale of the come. 
pany to the Radio ally, 

If any such thing is in prospect, 
it probably is in embryo at this 
time, but the story was sufficient 
to carry the old A stock to a new 
top for the year at 6%. Price closed 
near that level on a heavy turn- 
over approximating 20,000 shares 
on the week, Another new top was 
that of Loew’s preferred at 73%, 
volume here being only 2(0 shares. 

The setback in Fox appeared to 
have run its course. Recession ap- 
parently represented dissatisfaction 
of scattered long stock with the re- 
organization plan calling for a new 
outlay by holders to maintain their 
stock position unimpaired. Formal] 
announcement was made that the 
bond holders and banks had under- 
taken to underwrite the new stock 
issue, providing funds for the re- 
demption of the outstanding bonds 
and payment of bank loans. At any 
rate the controlling interests in the 
property were able to absorb any 
further offerings of stock around a 
steady level near 3. Volume here 
was rather impressive considering 
the extremely narrow price range 
between 2% and 3% suggesting that 
the figure was practically pegged. 

Prices of bonds in the amusee- 
ments were featureless and sub- 
stantially unchanged with the ex- 
ception of a sharp jump of more 
than 4 in RKO debentures to a 
double top at 23%. Volume was 
small here and the demonstration 
may have been a mere gesture, 
Company, of course, is in receiver- 
ship and the June 1 bond service 
was defaulted. It seems a strange 
time to organize a market front. 

Elsewhere changes were frac- 
tional, except for a three-point ad- 
vance in Warner Bros. debentures. 
Wild fluctuations here are not to be 
explained except on the basis of 
speculative operations. One day 
during the week the liens were off 
nearly 4 and the following day re- 
gained nearly 3. Bonds on their 
merits have no business to wander 
like that. 

The two Paramount liens did 
practically nothing in a price way, 
only interesting detail of their per- 
formance being that the older 6’s 
again confirmed their premium over 
the newer 514’s, spread being about 
a full point throughout the week 
and maintained from high to low. 
Certificates of deposit in both is- 
sues did rather well in relation to 
the undeposited paper, at times sell- 
ing a trifle higher in a very ‘thin’ 
market. 

The setback in Technicolor, fole- 
lowing its spectacular burst of 
speed, uppeared to have been 
checked. Transactions fell off sharpe 
ly in volume and the price recove 
ered to 8% where it appeared to 
flatten out. Market operation ap- 
peared to be in hand with only the 
future to tell what the objective of 
the clique will be, whether to ride 
an investment in a business, or 
take profit on a speculative play. 
Columbia voting stock, traded in on 
the Curb (as distinguished from the 
trust certificates on the Big Board) 
appeared to be holding an edge in 
price over the certificates, but deale- 
ings were too small to be signifi- 
cant. 

Flareup of an old wrangle in 
Trans-Lux found no reflection in 
prices. Stock held about even 





paign opened in Pathe A _ stock, 
based apparently on trade and 
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Gen, Thr. efs, sold $12,000, 4, 3%, 3% 
Par-F-L. cfs. sold $3,000, 14%, 14, 14 wu 





Par-Pub cts. sold $3,000 34 un & 









around 3, ending the week with a 
minimum gaig of an eighth. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, July 3: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


Net chg. 


High. Low. Sales. Issue ané rate, High. Low Last for wk. 
7 % 2400 American Geat..icccrccccececs . 6% bY 5% —1% 
5% 1% et ME I oes ao se sesh ac - 4% 3% 4 
20% 6% Biee Comenin F WiGs oc ccscccccseces 19% 17% 18% — % 
14% Di 6,400 Consol. Film pfd.......cccceees 124% 11 1% —% 
85 46 23,200 Eastman Kodak (3)......e-.ces 84 79Y #4 +5 
4% % SB Pom, Giaes A..oscccccccccccvcs 3%, 2% 34 + Me 
25% 10% 277,400 Gen. Elec. (40c.)......... pixtin 25% 23% 245% + % 
25 ee ES ero Osa ceacne ctuarse xt " 

24% 8% 53,200 Loew (1).......ee. ¥6464460000%8 24% 21% 23% +2% 
73% 35 200 a a, Sere 73% 2 73% 

a 1% 11,900 Madison Square Garden....... a 4 4% —l% 
20% we. waa Met-G-M pref. (1.89)........... és Aig 
2% yy 7,0me. POTEMOURC Cf.cicccccccccccecs - 1% 1% - 
2. % 7,900 Pathe Exchange..... 4 1% 1% +% 
6% 1% 19,600 Pathe, Class A..... ssoae 5 4% 5% +1 
11% 3 277,800 Radio Corp....... ones é, 9 9% + % 
5% 1 16,700 RKO .......-... 3% 4 
35 10 90 Universal pref... 29 29 —4 
6% 1 219,800 Warner Bros..... 5 “6% +1% 
21 eek Bee ey 2 19 21 +2 
49% 19% © 70,300 Westinghouse 007777777 57° 7°*° 48% 44% 41% +1% 

CURB 

20% 7 200 Columbia Picts.........sccucees 20% 20 20 % 
¥ yy, 1,100 Gen Thea. E. : beg Fac % u a’ '& 
10% 2% 1,600 Technicolor &%, 7%, gk + % 
3% 1\, 2,800 Trans Lux 3 2% 2% t+ & 

BONDS 
7 1 $60,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. ’40 5 ¥, 4 

48 2914 32,000 Keith ¢'s, °46. scitcaiee a ae es Pr; “ 
84% 4s 12,090 Loew 6's, °41.........ccc0e5..., SOU WY R01. 11% 
78 47% Tm oS 2 Se. | rronaee: ty 1 75 
vi 4) 51,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's. 47... 45} 13 14 
17 5% 110,000 Par-Pub 5%’s, ’59..... eu 1: 12% % 
23M 1 2.000 RKO debs 6’s.......... || ogi, 20 ya 44M 
38 12 418,000 Warner Bros. 6's 39 3 ‘ 331 ant t3 

Produce Exchange 
2% 17 9,200 Par-Pub 1% 1 1% —% 
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MAE WEST, that curvacious Diamond 
Lady who does right by every box office. 








wral! The FOUR MARX BROTHERS 
in “DUCK SOUP”...their funniest picture, 
embellished with girls, bright with music 
Directed by Leo McCarey.  iirn Ye teneks 
¢ page for more! 
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“ALICE IN WONDERLAND.” Backed by reams of publicity on 
The Search for Alice, this picture released during the 
Yuletide season becomes the greatest natural holiday 
attraction ever produced. 


DIETRICH...the one and only MARLENE in TWO MORE PICTURES. 
Directed by Josef von Sternberg. 


“DESIGN FOR LIVING”...Noel Coward’s smash hit—play of the 
year, with Fredric March, Miriam Hopkins, Douglas i 
Fairbanks, Jr. Directed by Ernst Lubitsch. 


“50 YEARS FROM NOW”... one of the biggest exploitation 
pictures ever conceived. | 


“THE SEARCH FOR BEAUTY”... already the newspapers of the 
country are flooded with publicity on this picture. It means .. 
money, money, money to every exhibitor. : 


“CHRYSALIS”...with Miriam Hopkins, Fredric March, George Raft, 
and Frances Fuller. Another big smash hit play. A sure-fire 
success as a screen entertainment. 


“ONE SUNDAY AFTERNOON”... with Gary Cooper, Fay Wray, 
Neil Hamilton, Frances Fuller, Roscoe Karns. The runner-up 
for the Pulitzer Prize. One of the most delightful and 
human entertainments of the year, with a sock ending. 
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a cf -. Look at ‘this shower of leaves! 


They will shower down gold for you! 





“FUNNY PAG E” 


with 


W.C.Fields, Charlie Ruggles, 
Jack Oakie, Wynne Gibson. 
Directed by Leo McCarey— 
75,000,000 people waiting 
for this picture. 


“YOU NEED ME” 
with SYLVIA SIDNEY and 
GEORGE RAFT... The 
combination that coined 
money for you in’ Pick Up” 
will gotowork foryou again. 


“HONOR BRIGHT” ' a . s 

with Gary Cooper and ’ rf}. | -F Penor Bright 
Claudette Colbert. A great hw .. se Gems Leanhin CAMUENY TEEN 
team in a great story. 


“¢ RADLE SONG” 


with 


Dorothea Wieck, star of 
“Maedchen in Uniform” in 
a picture that promises to 
be even more sensational. 
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“DEATH TAKES A HOLIDAY” 


with 


Fredric March, Claudette 
Colbert, Sir Guy Standing. 
Sure to be. another “Dr. 
Jekyll & Mr. Hyde”! 


“The END of the WORLD" 
Directed by Cecil B. DeMille. 
A great DeMille spectacle. 








=... Get the 
PARAMOUNT PRODUCT. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BOOK 
for 1933-34 NOW...and | 
see all tne good things that 
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Hollywood Productions 


Week of July 3 





(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 


by studios. 


COLUMBIA 
‘Fury of the Jungle’ 
(Ist week) 
D—Roy Wm. Neill 
A—Horace McCoy 
Lawrence Pohle 
Dore Schary 


Cast: 
Jack Holt 
FOX 
‘Paddy, the Next 
Thing’ 


& 
(6th week) 
D—Harry Lachman 
A—Gertrude Page 
Edwin Burke 
C—John Seitz 
Cast: 
Janet Gaynor 
Warner Baxter 
Harvey Stephens 
Margaret Lindsay 
Fiske O'Hara 
Una O'Connor 
Merle Tottenham 
Roger Imhoff 


‘Shanghai Madness’ 
(5th week) 
D—John Blystone 
A—Frederick H, Brennan 
Austin Parker 
C—Lee Garmes 
Cast: 
Spencer Tracy 
Fay Wray 
Eugene Pallette 
Herbert Mundin 
‘Life’s Worth Living’ 
(5th week) 
D—John Ford 
A—James Gould Cozzens 
‘Paul Green 
Jane, Storm 
C—Geo. Schneiderman 
Cast: 
Will Rogers 
Vera Allen 
Louise Dresser 
Marian Nixon 
Ralph Morgan 
Boots Mallory 
Howard Lally 
Andy Devine 
Roger imhoft 


‘The Last Trail 
(4th week) 

D—James Tinling 
A—Zane Grey 

Stuart Anthony 
C—Arthur Miller 
Cast: 

George O’Brien 

Claire Trevor 

El Brendel 

INTERNATIONAL 


(Willis Kent) 
‘The Road to Ruin’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Mrs. Wallace Reid 
Wally Shire 
A—wWally Shire 
C—James Diamond 
Cast: 
Helen Foster 
Paul Page 
Richard Hemingway 
Richard Tucker 
Nell O’Day 
Mae Busch 


METRO 


‘Another Language’ 
(6th week) 
D—E. H. Griffith 
A—Rose Franken 
C—Ray June 
Cast: 
Helen Hayes 
Robert Montgomery 
Louise Closser Hale 
Henry Travers 
Irene Cattell 
Margaret Hamilton 
Hal K. Dawson 
Minor Watson 
John Beal 
Maidel Turner 


‘Eskimo’ 
(14th week) 
D—w. S. Van Dyke 
A—Peter Freuchen 
C—Clyde De Vinna 
Cast: 
All Native 
‘March of Time’ 
(4th week) 
D—Willard Mack 
A—Moss Hart 
Edgar Allen Woolf 
C—Bill Daniels 
Cast: 
Alice Brady 
Frank Morgan 
Russell Hardie 
Madge Evans 
Eddie Quillan 
Jackie Cooper 
Mickey Rooney 
‘Dancing Lady’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Robert Z. Leonard 
A—James Warner Bellah 
P. ‘G. Wolfson 
Allan Rivkin 


— Marsh 
e: 


Joan Crawford 
Franchot Tone 
Grant Mitchell 
Frank Morgan 
Jean Malin 

Ted Healy 
Winnie Lightner 


Turn ao the Clock’ 
rd week 

D—Edgar aioe 
4—Edgar Selwyn 

Ben Hecht 
Cast: 
Lee Tracy 
Mae Clarke 
John Holliday 
Otto Kruger 
Clara Blandick 
Peggy Shannon 
Charles Grapewin 


METROPOLITAN 


(Monogram) 
‘Galloping Romeo’ 
(ist week) 
D—Robt. N. Bradbury 
4—Robt. N. Bradbury 
C—Archie Stout 
Cast: 
Bob Stecle 
Doris Hill 
Geo. Nash 
Gordon DeMaine 
Dick Dickenson 
Ed. Brady 


PARAMOUNT 


‘Way to Love’ 
’ (3rd week) 
D—Norman Taurog 
A—Gene Fowler 
Benj. Glazer 
Wm. Hurlbut 


Best 


Claude Binyon 
Frank Butler 
c—Charles Lang 
Cast: 
Maurice Chevalier 
Sylvia Sydney 
Ed. Everett Horton 
Arthur Pierson 
Douglas Dumbrille 
Nydia Westman 
Grace Bradley 
Arthur Housman 
‘Big Executive’ 
(5th week) 
D—Erle C. Kenton 
A—dAlice D. G. Miller 
Laurence Stallings 
C—Harry Fischbeck 
Cast: 
Ricardo Cortez 
Elizabeth Young 
Richard Bennett 
Sharon Lynne 


? Dorothy Peterson 


Barton MacLane 
‘Duck Soup’ 
(ist week) 
D—Leo McCarey 
A—Harry Ruby 
Bert Kalmar 
Grover Jones 
C—Henry Sharp 
Cast: 
Four Marx Brothers 
Edward Arnold 
Margaret Dumont 


‘I’m No Angel’ 
(ist week) 

D—Wesley Ruggles 
A—Mae West 
Cast: 

Mae West 

Carry Grant 

Gregory Ratoff 


‘Too Much Harmony’ 
(ist week) 
Sutherland 
A—Jos. L. Mankiewicz 

Cast: 
Bing Crosby 
Jaek Oakie 
Harry Green 
Skeets Gallagher 


RADIO 
‘Glory Command’ 
(6th week) 


D—Christy Cabanne 
A—Christy Cabanne 
¥F. McGrew Willis 
Comm. Frank Wead 
C—Al Gilks 
Cast: 
Bruce Cabot 
Betty Furness 
Florence Lake 
Arthur Lake 
John Darrow 
Frank Albertson 
Margaret Seddon 
‘Ace of Aces’ 
(3rd week) 
D—J. Walter Ruben 
A—John Monk Saunders 
H. W. Hanemann 
Thomas Buckley 
C—Henry Cronjager 
Cast: 
Richard Dix 
Elizabeth Allen 
Eric Linden 
Bill Cagney 
Theodore Newton 
Art Jarrett 


‘Swect Cheat’ 
(ist week) 
D—Wnm. Seiter 
A—Earl Baldwin 
Cast: 
Ginger Rogers 
Wm, Gargan 
Dorothy Wilson 
Arline Judge 
Pert Kelton 
Bill Cagney 
‘Little Women’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Geo. Cukor 
A—Louisa May Olcott 
Sarah May Olcott 
Victor Heerman 
C—Henry Gerrard 
Cast: 
Katharine Hepburn 
Joan Bennett 
Frances Dee 
Jean Parker 
Paul Lukas 
Louise Closser Hale 
Eric Linden 
Henry Stephenson 
Spring Byington 
John David Lodge 


‘Ann Vickers’ 
(Ist week) 
D—John Cromwell 
A—Sinclair Lewis 
Jane Murfin 
Cast: 
Irene Dunne 
Edna May Oliver 
Conrad Nagel 
Bruce Cabot 
Sam Hardy 
Mitchel Lewis 
Kitty Kelly 


Symbols are: D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman.) 


C—Merritt Gerstad 

Cast: 
Margaret Sullavan 
John Boles 
Penita Hume 
Marie Prevost 
Franklin Pangborn 
Gay Seabrook 
Ruth Clifford 
Edgar Norton 
Robert McWade 
‘Peanuts’ Byron 
Jean Hart 
Herbert Corthell 
Caryl Lincoln 
Hugh Enfield 
Walter Catlett 
Edna May Oliver 
June Clyde 
Betty Blythe 
Barry Norton 
Sidney Bracey 
Dorothy Christy 
Jean Sorel 
Cissy Fitzgerald 
Sheila Manners 
Crauford Kent 
Ferdinand Munier 
Mabel Marden 
Oscar Apfel 
Onslow Stevens 
Tom O'Brien 
Natalie Moorhead 
Lucille Powers 
Berton Churchill 
Joyce Compton 
Noel Francis 
James Flavin 
Leon Waycoft 
Arthur Hoyt 
Geneva Mitchell 
Dorothy Grainger 


‘The Invisible Man’ 
(2nd week) 

D—James Whale 
A—H. G. Wells 

R. C. Sheriff 
Cast: 

Claude Rains 

Dudley Digges 

Henry Travers 

Una O’Connor 

Forrester Harvey 

Billy Bevan 

Allan Dinehart 


‘Gordon of Ghost City’ 
(Serial) 
(3rd week) 
D—Ray Taylor 
A—Peter B. Kyne 
Ella O'Neill 
Geo. Clympton 
Basil Dickie 
Harry Hoyt 
Ralph Adair 
Het Manheim 
C—John Hickson 
Cast: 
Buck Jones 
Madge Bellamy 
Walter Miller 
Tom Ricketts 
Wm. Desmond 
Frances Ford 


WARNER 


‘Footlight Parade’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Lloyd Bacon 
A—Mark Canfield 
Manuel Seff 
James Seymour 
C—Sol Polito 
Geo. Barnes 
Cast: 
James Cagney 
Joan Blondell 
Ruby Keeler 
Dick Powell 
Hugh Herbert 
Frank McHugh 
Arthur Hohl 
Gordon Westcott 
Claire Dodd 
Dorothy Tennant 
Renee Whitney 
Juliette Ware 
Herman Bing 
Paul Porcasi 
Guy Kibbee 
Wm. Granger 
Chas. Wilson 
Philip Faversham 
‘Wild Boys of the Road’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Wm. Wellman 
A—Daniel Ahearn 
Earl Baldwin 
C—Arthur Todd 
Cast: 
Frankie Darro 
Dorothy Coonan 
Edwin Phillips 
Anne Hovey 
Arthur Hohl 
Grant Mitchell 
Claire McDowell 
Sterling Holloway 
Shirley Dunstead 
Chas. Grapewin 
Henry O'Neill 
Rochelle Hudson 
Ward Bond 
Minna Gombell 
Adrian Morris 
‘Red Meat’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Al Green 


Ferdinand Gottschalk A—David Karsner 


*Agzie ancieby, Maker of 
en 


(ist week) 
D—Mark Sandrich 
A—Joseph O’Kesseling 

Humphrey Pearson 
Cast: 
Charlie Farrell 

Helen Mack 

Wm, Gargan 

Bruce Cabot 

Helen Broderick 

UNIVERSAL 
‘Daring Danger’ 

(Ist week) 
D—Alan James 
A—Alan James 
C—Ted McCord 
Cast: 

Ken Maynard 
Cecilia Parker 
Frank Rice 

Fern Emmett 

‘Park Avenue Ladies’ 

(ist week) 
D—E. A. duPont 
A—Wm. Hurlbut 

John Francis Larkin 
Cast: 

June Knight 

Neil Hamilton 

George E. Stone 

Mary Carlisle 

Sally O'Neill 

Dorothy Burgess 

Sdmund Breese 
Richard Carle 
Oscar Apfel 

‘Only Yesterday’ 

(5th week) 
D-—John M. Stahl 
A—Frederick Lewis Allen 

John M, Stahl 


Chas, Kenyon 

Sidney Sutherland 
C—James Van Trees 
Cast: 

Edw. G. Robinson 

Kay Francis 

Genevieve Tobin 

Murray Kinnell 

Geo. Blackwood 

Robt. Barratt 

Robt. McWade 

J. Farrell MacDonald 

Henry Kolker 

Walter Walker 

Sam Godfrey 

E. J. Ratcliffe 

Paul Porcasi 
‘Bureau of Missing Persons’ 

(3rd week) 

D—Roy Del Ruth 
A—Robert Presnell 
C—Barney McGill 
Cast: 

Bette Davis 

Pat O’Brien 

Lewis Stone 

Glenda Farrell 


Gordon Westcott 
Allen Jenkins 
Ruth Donnelly 
Marjorie Gateson 
Wallis Clark 
Hugh Herbert 
Noe! Fran 
Charles Wilson 
Adrian Morris 
Clay Clement 
Tad Alexander 
‘Female’ 
(ist week) 
A—Gene Markey 
Kathryn Scola 
Cast 
Ruth Chatterton 


PROVIDENCE 


(Continued from page 10) 


the brisk pace and threw it for a 
fall; off at $6,000. 

Paramount (3,200; 15-40) ‘Jennie 
Gerhardt’ (Par) and ‘Paramount on 
Parade.’ Going this stanza not so 
good; scorching sun has turned 
things tipsy turvy at this stand. 
Prospects not so good; gross not 
likely to tilt $4,500. Last week ‘Col- 
lege Humor’ (Par) and ‘Destination 
Unknown’ (U) showed surprising 
strength in the face of the many 
obstacles; came through for $5,300, 
but largely because of the first pic- 


ture, second getting plenty of 
knocks, 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-40) ‘Big 
Brain’ (RKO) and vaude. Falling 


by the wayside with the rest of 
them; gross will not go beyond 
$5,500 in the face of handicaps. Last 
week ‘What Price Innocence’ (Col) 
soared on a lucky buildup with the 
all-colored revue ‘Hot Chocolates.’ 
No doubt that stage show was the 
thing that got the coin, as all the 
talk centered on the dusky troupers, 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25), ‘Obey 
the Law’ (Col) and ‘Silver Cord’ 
(RKO). Poorly balanced bill, lat- 
ter feature second run, and oke only 
for the highbrows, and not for the 
patronage coming to this stand, as 
a consequence the fans are giving 
it the horse laugh. Gross will not 
tilt $1,500. Last week ‘Sundown 
Rider’ (Col) and ‘Woman I Stole’ 
(Col) also suffered because of the 
heat, off at $1,200. 


Heat and Holiday Duo 
Scats Balto B.0. Coin; 
‘Nuisance’ Best at 136 


Baltimore, July 3. 

Sweltering weather combined 
with an enticing three-day holiday 
are conspiring to deliver one of the 
worst week-end blows to theatre 
business currently. Exhibs through- 
out town have been praying for 
rain over the week-end to keep the 
customers in town, but the fates 
apparently aren’t with the theatres 
this time, because there was noth- 
ing in the ozone to keep the folks 
from climbing into the family bus 
and gassing it for the seashore or 
the mountains. 

Exodus from noon on Saturday 
was wide and handsome. By Sat- 
urday night there wasn’t anybody 
in town but a couple of night 
watchmen. Even the theatre own- 
ers themselves had gone away for 
a three-day vacation from their 
current boxoffice headache. 

As the result of having the three 
best days of the week shot, there 
is nothing but sighs and breast- 
beatings to report for boxoffice do- 
ings. Red smeared itself over the 
books, and even those _ theatres 
which count no rent for their sum- 
mer weeks were having a tough 
time sticking to black ink. 

Hippodrome, for instance, one of 
the most steady of boxoffice win- 
ners in Baltimore, is this week cov- 
ered with gore. Dropping from a 
recent $11,000 average to below 
$7,000 for the current week with 
‘Big Brain’ on the screen. House 
is in a sweat and on the spot cur- 
rently due to the dearth of both 
vaude names and pictures. 

Best results of the session will 
be garnered by the Century, which 
is riding nicely with an excellent 
combo of vaude and _ . ~»picture 
strength in Col. Stoopnagle and 
Budd besides a neat five-act lineup 
and ‘Nuisance’ with local fav Lee 
Tracy. On all counts will be easily 
out front at the final check-up on 
receipts. 

‘Midnight Mary’ started slowly at 
the Stanley due to lack of name 
strength, but picture is starting to 
build nicely on comments. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
35-40-55-65), ‘Nuisance’ (MG) and 
vaude. Excellent vaude value cur- 
rently, headed by Stoonvnagle and 
Budd on a return visit. Picture is 
well liked, according to notices, and 
on all counts will figure to put this 
house across okay $13,000, in a week 
that is meaning blah biz through- 
out town. Last week ‘Made on 
Broadway’ (MG) held nicely to $13,- 
900, being helped by a strong Cath- 
olic play in this town for the Notre 
Dame Glee Club on the stage. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-40-55-65), ‘Big Brain’ (RKO) 
and vaude. Vaude end is hopeless 
currently for its lack of marquee 
value and the picture is likewise 
handicapped. This is fatal in a 
house that has built itself strictly 
as the home of big names and big 
shows. House is showing the ef- 
fects of last-minute decisions in 
picture and vaude bookings. Down 
brutally to $7,000 this week. 
viously hardly better with $8,700 for 
‘Life of Jimmy Dolan’ (WB). 





Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400: 25- 
30-40-50), ‘Gambling Ship’ (Par) 
sadly treated by the critics and not 
quite the type of subject for the 
matrons who shop so perspiringly 
in the vicinity. of this boxoffice. 
Overhead on this house has been 
shaved considerably for the sum- 
mer and helping on the books. 3ut 
not so much at the front gate in 
the probable $3,000, off. 





New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-40- 





VOTE AGAINST DUALS 
IN MILWAUKEE SECTOR 


Milwaukee, July 3. 
Double features, as well as gift» 
or vremiums with admissions to 
Milwaukee county picture houses, 
were voted against by the MPTO 
of Milwaukee county last week. 
Organization represents about 
85% of the theatres in the greate” 
Milwaukee district. 
Violations will carry a forfeiture 
of playing dates. 





Cooper Takes Riverside 


Milwaukee, July 3. 

Riverside, former RKO house, and 
recently operated locally, was re- 
opened last Saturday (1) under the 
management of A. J. Cooper, op- 
erator of houses in several cities. 
Cooper has a ballet of 14 dancers 
and six stage acts, with Dave Miller 
and his orchestra on stage. A fea- 
ture picture also. 

Two changes of program each 
week. 








50), ‘Arizona to Broadway’ (Fox). 
House in the doldrums badly and 
not getting pictures quite strong 
enough to put it out of the rough. 
In the slough of despondency to the 
tune of $2,500. Last week in the 
same weak groove at $2,400 for 
‘Best of Enemies’ (Fox). 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25- 
85-40-55-65), ‘Midnight Mary’ (MG). 
No names for the marquee but the 
story getting word-of-mouth build- 
up, which should manage to pull 
this boxoffice to at least fair $11,- 
000. ‘Waterfront’ (UA) disap- 
pointed at the boxoffice, doing only 
some $9,800. 





Calling Union Co-Op House Opposish, 
Wilby Gives Birmingham 


Crew Notice 





Birmingham, July 3. 
Taking a swing at what he calls 
‘unfair R. B. Wilby 


has given stagehands and operators 
two weeks notice, effective Saturday 
(8) in all the Wilby-Kincey houses 
here. Move will affect union men 
in Alabama, Rialto, Ritz, Strand, 
Galax and Trianon. 

The notiee came like a bolt be- 
cause Wilby believes union men are 
working against him by making it 
possible for fifteen cent pictures and 
vaudeville in two local houses, Tem- 
ple and Jefferson, both using con- 
secutive run pictures. 

Union men believe Wilby is prin- 
cipally concerned with the Jeffer- 
son, a house that has been run co- 
operatively by the unions. It was 
started about 30 weeks ago with 
straight stock, the Edith Ambler 
stock company was engaged and all 
receipts over the amount due the 
company and expenses was passed 
around among union men. 
Sometimes they received five 
sometimes tew dollars a week. About 
five weeks ago policy was stretched 
at Jefferson to include pictures, a 
one hour stage play and vaudeville 
for 15 cents. House has been en- 
joying good business at the scale 
of 15 cents anytime. 

First of all, the stagehands and 
musicians wanted to show picture 
houses people of Birmingham did 
want stage shows. Reason number 
two was to get the union mem- 
bers a few dollars every week. 

Several weeks ago a representa- 
tive of the IA was sent here to try 
to straighten matters out. He 
asked the union to close the Jef- 


competition,’ 


men working. The boys working 
at Jefferson than asked him what 
was going to become of them, IA 
man had no answer. 

Stagehands and musicians say 
they are not going to close the Jef- 
ferson because it is the meat and 
bread for most of them. Instead 





New German Quota Law 


(Continued from page 11) 


Berlin-bound. Pending receipt of 
any complete version of the new 
law, brief messages to several film 
companies from their Berlin offices 
indicate that there are a number of 
loopholes which may save things 
from being as drastic as they seem. 
First is the fact that seemingly 
the law applies to production only, 
that word being definitely used in 
that sense, thus leaving a loophole 
for Jews in distribution, the depart- 
ment Americans are most interested 
in abroad. 

Also there is a clause reading 
‘For cultural or artistic reasons the 
Reich Minister of Popular Enlight- 
enment and Propaganda may per- 
mit the employment of foreigners 
in individual cases on the request 
of a producer of a picture’ That 
seems to be an out. The word ‘for- 
eigners’ is used here to include 
Jews. In Germany today under cur- 
rent arrangement everyone that is 
not ‘German or of German descent’ 
is considered a foreigner, and that, 
assumingly, also puts aside the 
Jews. It’s the usual ‘Aryan para- 
graph.’ 

Outs and Conflictions 


Here, too, however, there is an 
out, since Jews who have served 
in the war for Germany have in 
numerous circumstances been given 
permission to call themselves Ger- 
man for purposes of work. 

A conflicting provision appears in 
the same Aryan paragraph, calling 
for the admission of exhibition 
privileges ‘under certaii circum- 
stances’ of pictures made by for- 
eigners of German descent. That 
calls for _ official interpretation 
which has not come yet. 

On the actual kontingent matter 
the same law as was used last year 


still holds, same _ provisos being 
carried through for the current 
year. This calls for the barring of 


films dubbed into German outside 
of Germany and for a 2-1 kontin- 





Pre- 


gent arrangement. One additional 
clause allows the Minister of Pro- 
paganda to allow films to enter the 
;country above the regular quota 
limit if ‘advisable for political or 
icultural purposes.’ This would take 
care of any films coming out of the 
|'Italo-Germanic alliances which have 


| been sprouting, without giving Ital- | 


ians a special outside standing offi- 
cially. 
Whole 


fusing due 


matter is somewhat con- 
to the 


noted in Ge 


seeming 
circles to 
matter, 


rman film 


quiet down on the Jew 


of closing present plans are to car- 
ry the matter to the public in an 
advertising campaign of some sort 
and let John Public decide which 
house to patronize. 

The Wilby houses also have their 
story. They say they cannot com- 
pete. with 15 cent shows, with the 
high overhead, high cost of pic- 
tures and that it is either close up 
the unfair competition or else the 
union goes out. 


Harry Glickman Broke 


Harry Glickman, operator of a 
state rights exchange in the 9th 
Avenue film building, turned last 
week to the U. S. Court in New York 
with his financial troubles, 

Petition in bankruptcy filed by 
Glickman gave his liabilities as 
$9,068 and assets $625. 
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| Learn how to do it in one easy lesson! | 
= HOLD 
Ss YO U R 
MAN 
starring 
\ Jean HARLOW | 
clark GABLE | 
LOVE and KISSES .«:. CAPITOL— FRIDAY 
Our COOLING They’re at it - JEAN 
Plant will be j HARLOW 
more necessary CLARK 
than ever! 
GABLE 
"| HARLOW i 3 
Clark 
cee |BOTHERED! 
HOLD YOUR 
SOAN A teaser ad series used by the . 
arts Friday, BR Pay ° 
Cap ITOL Capitol Theatre. Try it! 
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Local Ether Advertising Down to 


All-Time Low in the Provinces 





Baltimore, July 3. 
Radio stations outside of the two 
key towns of Chicago 


York are beginning to worry se- 
riously about the sharp break in 
loca] accounts. For a time it looked 
like local time was building, but 
the last six months have seen a 
terrific decline in in-town adver- 
tising. It’s now almost 100% na- 
tional advertising. Stations have 
about quit fighting for local trade 
by this time, their heated efforts of 
the past months having done little 
good. Their one hope now is 
what’s known as better times. 
Survey of stations in this vicin- 
ity shows that the total time of 
local accounts on the ether is less 
than 5%, and it would be even less 
than that if it weren't for the spot 


and New 


announcements. 
Local merchants don’t understand 
about institutional advertising, 


good-will and consumer-conscious- 
ness. They still can’t get accus- 
tomed to the idea of having a so- 
prano warble into a mike and sell 
two-pants suits. So that the local 
merchants use the ether strictly 
for cold impersonal spot announce- 
ments, for special sales, or new 
policy, or new management, or new 
location. 
Spot Stuff Only 


They use the ether just as they 
do the newspaper, and look upon 
the station much as they do the 
printed page. It is strictly to get 


across a_ special] idea. For this 
reason, while national advertising 
may have dropped off in new- 


papers as compared with the rise 
of national radio advertising, there 
has been no such similar decrease 
in local newspaper advertising. 
That has held up remarkably well, 
much to the caagrin of the radio 
managers who have been talking 
themselves blue in the face trying 
to get department stores and 
others of the same category over 
on their side of the fence. 

But the switch from pages to 
mikes hasn’t come about, since the 
department stores all take the 
stand that the housewife wants to 
study the bargains listed, and 
won't be able to catch them on the 


fly when quoted over the _ loud- 
speaker. . 
Competish Too Strong 
But what hurts more than any- 


thing else is the fact that those few 
Jocal advertisers who have tried 
radio soon. backed away. And the 
explanation for this back-away 
move lies in two items as_ re- 
counted by both the local adver- 
tisers and the stations. The first 
is that the local advertiser fears 


and cannot stand up against the 
program quality offered by na- 
tional advertisers. The national 


advertiser can afford million dollar 
names, the local advertiser must be 
satisfied with ta’ent that he can 
pay off in apples. 

And other than the money avail- 
able for talent, there’s the prob- 
lem of talent that’s available for 
any reason in the provinces. Local 
advertising has held up in Chi and 
NY because the local advertisers 
have had genuine ether talent avail- 
able, but the only thing around the 
smaller burgs is the amateur boys 
and girls from the musical colleges 
and the high school glee clubs. 

Besides, when national adver- 
tisers want to go on the air badly 
they manage to find a way despite 


the fact that business is not so 
xood. After all, the national con- 
cerns are practically all stock 


outfits, say the local stations in ex- 
plaining the situation, and they 
can spend the stockholders’ money 
But the local merchant hasn't any- 
body but himself to supply the 
money for ether advertising, and if 


there’s no likelihood of the coin 
coming out of the business, he’s 
not in the position to dig down to 
supply the necessary monies for 
yadio exploitation. 

For this reason, the stations are 
looking particularly for better eco- 
nomic conditions to better their 
chances of grabbing the local ad- 
vertising coin. 


Cox’s KTAB Berth 

San 

Frank Cox is the new commercial 

manager for the Oakland studios of 

KTAB, operating exclusively on the 
Oppesite side of the bay. 


Francisco, July 3. 


> 








LUCERNE CONFAB ENDS 


24 Countries Sign Wavelength 

Changes—Govts. Must Ratify 

Brussels, June 24. 

International Radio Conference at 
Lucerne, Switzerland, called to re- 
vise the allotment of wavelengths 
and which has been on since May 15, 
has ended. 

Russia, refused admission to the 
1927 Washington conference, had 
observers at Lucerne. Not being a 
member of the International Union, 





Russia could please itself in the 
matter of wavelengths and pro- 
grams. 

Final agreement arrived at was 


signed by representatives of 24 coun- 
tries but must be ratified by respec- 
tive governments before being made 
public. Meantime, European manu- 
facturers of receiving sets have to 
wait for station-finding scales which 
the shuffling of wavelengths will 
change. 


SHELL OIL’S 2-HOUR 
COAST RADIO SHOW 


San Francisco, July 3. 


Second of the Coast oil concerns 
to go radio within a fortnight is 
Shell, which on July 10 begins a 
once weekly two-hour period on Don 
Lee-Columbia chain, emanating 
from KFRC here. Program is the 
old Blue Monday Jamboree, which 
will get new talent and a new name, 
‘Shell Roundup.’ 

E. H. Saunders, ad chief of Shell, 
is currently in Hollywood, o.o/ing 
acts for the show. Saunders idea, 
worked out by the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency, is to devote the first 
hour to the best talent he can find 
and buy, and the second hour to un- 
proven material, hoping to promote 
the latter bunch to the first bunch, 
in time. 

Shell contract with the network is 
on a week-to-week basis. 

Outfit is also using announce- 
ments on KJBS, and taking a lot of 
ad space to plug its ‘super gasoline’ 
which is being sold at three cents 
a gallon less than formerly. 

First oil station to start the sea- 
son off was Standard which is 
bankrolling ‘Standard on Parade’ on 
NBC. Associated Oil Co. is the sole 
holdout, but probably will sponsor 
some of the football games. 

Richfield received its news period 
for another 52 weeks, while Gilmore 
Oil signed again for another year of 
its ‘Circus.’ 


Digging "Em Up 


Hollywood, June 3. 


KMTR is digging up all the an- 
cient stage melos to present half 








hour editions of same Sunday 
nights. First, last night (2), was 
‘Scarlet Letter.’ ‘East Lynne,’ 
‘David Garrick,’ ‘Camille,’ to fol- 
low. 


These versions are being adapted 
by Thomas R. Mills and Kenneth 
Von Eggidy. Casts include Wini- 
fred Nimo, Carol Hennigan, Mil- 
dred Meade, Phil Tead, Von Eggidy, 
Glennon Hardy, and Howard Rus- 
sell, They are mostly former 
stock players. 





Coast Gas Price Jump 
Ups KFAC Three Spots 


Los Angeles, July 3. 
KFAC garners three independent 
gasoline accounts in the rush t 
advertise following an additional 


one cent tariff on gas. 

Ready Power will commercial | 
Harry Starr in a daily 15-minute 
piano and singing act; Elixir Gas 
Co., will sponsor the morning 
Country Church of Hollywood, and | 
Whippet Gas will pay for the 
thrice weekly philosophical talks 
by G. Allison Phelps. 

Haws’ 100% Departure 
Chicago, July & 

R. Calvert Haws is entirely off 

the World’s Fair payroll. John 


Clayton, last week inherited his jot 
as chief of radio activities. 

For a time another berth 
Haws was pondered, 


for | 





WHAM Ups Salaries 


—_-+-— 


Rochester, N. Y., July 3. 
WHAM here has boosted 
salaries of its personnel by 
about 12%, effective July 1. 
Announcement advising the 
staff of the move remarked 
that the operators were keep- 
ing their promise made at the 
time salaries were reduced, 
that with the first indication of 
a business pickup pay envel- 
opes would be upped. 


Those Wild Stories of 
Chorus Girls in S. A. 
To Be Dramatized? 


Chicago, July 3. 
Wrigley’s chewing gum will bank- 
rol! a South American trip for three 
as a material-gathering 
junket for next season’s resumption 
of the ‘Myrt and Marge’ programs. 


Myrt Vail and her production man- 
ager, Bobby Brown, accompanied 
by the latter’s wife, will sail July 15 
from New York on the ‘Southern 
Prince’ for a two months’ trip. 

Plot twist for next year will use 
South American locales. One re- 
port around Chicago is that the two 
chorus girl characters are to ac- 
cept South American theatrical en- 
gagements in the story and that 
complications of the type often re- 
ported from the Latin countries 
will be woven into the script. 

Myrt Vail and Marge Damerel are 
both former vaudevillians. Profes- 
sionals here believe that the girls, 
in exploring for new script adven- 
tures, remembered some of the 
stories which have floated back 
from South America from time to 
time about performers who accepted 
bookings there. 


COAST’S PRESS-RADIO 
RELATIONS STRAINED 


San Francisco, July 3. 

The dailies and the stations are 
getting chummier every day, but 
they don’t mean it. They’re affili- 
ating with each otler in hopes of a 
lot of mutual benefits, but there’s 
always a Damoclean sword hang- 
ing over the fraternal couch. 

Latest example of the sword’s 
falling, came this week as a result 
of the Carnera-Sharkey fight. Ralph 
Brunton had signed with Western 
Union to broadcast that wire outfit’s 
blow-by-blow descripticn of the 
fracas. 

With arrangements all completed 
he sent his station p.a. out to plant 
some publicity on the event. The 
p.a. not only met with rebuffs but 
the Hearst publications threatened 
to kick KJBS out of the daily time 
schedules if the broadcast went on. 
Brunton told the Hearst outfit that 
he had gone to a lot of expense on 
this scheme and didn’t feel like 
dropping it. 

So Hearst’s ‘Examiner’ and ‘Call- 
Bulletin’ pulled some undivulged 
strings with W. U., and that firm 
notified KJBS it wouldn’t be able to 
supply the stations with the fight 
descriptions. 

On the morning of the fight Hearst 
notified the broadcaster he could 
use a flash if he wanted, but he 
didn’t wanna, 











persons 





Chic Sale Dickers for 
‘In-Laws’ and Air Spot 


Los Angeles, July 3. 
Chic Sale is negotiating with 
KFAC to take over the daily serial, 
‘In-Laws,’ and play the character 
of the old man now being enacted 








S. F. ‘NEWS’-KYA 


Tie-up on Coast, if Materializing, 
Will Be a Surprise 





San Francisco, July 3. 
Last of Frisco’s radio-unaffiliated 


dailies, Scripps-Howard ‘News’ is 
flirting with KYA, third of NBC’c 
local stations. 

If a tie-up is made it will be 


unique, for the ‘News’ dislikes radio. 
Secondly, KYA is regarded by the 
papers as a bad boy, carrying as it 
does a 52-week contract with ‘Shop- 
ping News’ for a nightly newscast. 
Daily ‘News’ has been looking 
over the elaborate studios con- 
structed in the Hearst ‘Call-Bul- 
letin’ building for its broadcasts 
over NBC’s KPO, and in the indie 
‘Chronicle’ which on July 8 starts 
over NBC's KGO, figuring mebbe on 
building studios of its own if and 
when a KYA marriage takes place. 
‘Examiner’ is in with KFRC, of 
CBS-Don Lee. 


MEXICAN AIR CONFAB 
WILL START JULY 10 


Mexico City, July 3. 

Widespread benefits for Mexico, 
the United States and all of the 
northern Pan-American countries 
are expected to result from the in- 
ternational conference on_ radio 
starting here July 10, arrangements 
for which the Ministry of Communi- 
cation and Public Works has com- 
pleted. Ministry announces the ma- 
jority of the invited countries— 
United States, Canada, Newfound- 
land, Cuba, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Salvador, Costa Rica, Nicaragua and 
the Republic of Panama—have 
promised to send delegates, and ex- 
pects some 45 or 50 radio experts to 
attend the sessions, which will be 
the first of their kind held in Mexico. 

Ministry explains the conference 
is one of the international regional 
meets stipulated by the world radio 
congress held last fall in Madrid 

Purpose is for groups of nations 
to get together and figure out means 
for meeting ether problems that are 
common to them. 

Federal government is intensely 
interested in the conference because 
of the efforts Mexico has exerted 
during the past several years to de- 
velop and encourage the use of its 
air waves. 

Republic has 58 broadcasting sta- 
tions, most of which are in Mexico 
City, but most powerful of which 
are near American border towns, 
and 24 radio-telegraphic stations for 
national and international service. 








Brewers Etheyizing 


San Francisco, July 9. 

With renewed vigor, radio sales- 
men are chasing the breweries now 
that Acme, western company, has 
fallen for the ether. 

Coast malt and hop outfit starts 
July 17 on NBC’s entire western 
hookup, going as far East as Reno, 
with a variety show that features 





Meredith Willson’s orchestra, Mary 
Wood, soprana; Irving Kennedy, 
tenor, and the Doric quartet. 

Other firms are auditioning, 
haven't signed. 


Moss’ Break-Ins 


Hollywood, July 3. 


but 





by Tom Breneman, author of the 
script. 
Sale had a disc made of the 





chapters of the serial with himself | 
in the part here and left here last | 
Saturday (1) hoping to interest one | 


‘ | 
of the chains in using him on the 
air in this feature. 
| Fitch to NBC 
; 
| Fitch brand of hair tonic switche 


air affiliation from | 
| NBC in the fall. Account 


its 


Columbia te 
has obli 


gated itself for a Sunday night p< 
|riod on the blue (WJZ) link Sept 
| 24. Term is for the 13 weeks mini- 


| mum 
Fitch has a musical idea in 
but no talent has yet been booked. | 


miva 


} grams— 


former New York 
after featured film players 
ultimate hope of getting 
commerciati. 

initiate them to 
radi local stations for small 
money and then take those wh« 
click east for possible chain spots 


Paul Moss, 
agent, is 
with the 
them on an air 

His idea is to 
over 


COOPER FREELANCING 

July 3. 
resigned 

department 
He continues 
two CBS pro- 
America’ and 


Chicage 


Willis Cooper has as 
chief of the 


of Columbia 


continuity 
here 
however to author 
‘Railroads of 
‘Lives at Stake.’ 
Cooper will fieelance. 


Network's Heads Fed Up with 
Studio Audiences and Trying 
To Quell Habit Among Clients 


—+ 


—_————_—_______ 


Network officials declare them- 
selves faced with the problem of 
putting a damper on the commer- 
cial broadcast attended by large 
audiences. Introduced originally as 
a special inducement for bringing 
clients in, the practice has devel- 
oped in to a Frankenstein which, 
the air moguls admit, is hard to 
control. 
They now point to the hiring by 
Old Gold of Carnegie Hall for 
a public performance of last 
Wednesday's (28) broadcast of the 
Fred Waring variety show as the 
apex of what the execs describe as 
a confusing situation. Radio, they 
say, has made enough enemies 
without stirring up additional and 
easily avoidable ill will in the the- 
atre operating camp. 
But what most bothers the net- 
work major-domos is an altogether 
different by-product of the public- 
ly performed broadcast. This is 
the habit of performers on _ the 
program playing direct to the vis- 
ible audience. 
But the nub of the situation, say 
the network pilots, is that the ad 
agencies have gone Broadway. The 
agencies let themselves be in- 
fluenced by the heads of their radio 
departments who have ambitions 
of becoming producers and these 
department heads in turn, aver the 
chain men, let themselves be in- 
fluenced by their comics and gag 
writers. 

High Pressure “il 

. s ~. 

Blue-penciling of continuity com- 
ing from such’ sources, assert 
these officials, has become a major 
chore of the network’s program de- 
partment. To them a suggestive 
gag is a suggestive gag no matter 
how it’s cleaned up or remodeled, 
but despite this attitude the 
agencies still rush in a few min- 
utes before the show is due to go 
on with a set of gags that have 
been rejected and revised in the 
hope that the program department 
can be high-pressured into ap- 
proval. 

NBC, which introduced the studio 
audience idea, says it is now try- 
ing to discourage newcomers from 
taking advantage of its 700-seat 
studio in the New Amsterdam the- 
atre building. Web’s headmen ad- 
mit there’s nothing they can do 
about closing this layout until all 
operations are moved to Radio 
City, and that won’t be until next 
January. 


KFWI’s Equipment Seized, 
Indie Station Off Air 


San Francisco, July 3. 

KFW/I is off the air since Graybar 
Electric Co. seized $25,000 worth of 
equipment for which the station still 
owed. Western Electric technical 
material was purchased by the in- 
die station recently when the broad- 
caster’s old equipment was declared 
obsolete. 

Radio Entertainments, owners of 
the station, continue to maintain a 
telephonic connection, answering all 
questions about programs with, 
‘We're not sure of the definite hour 
we'll be back on.’ 

Situation, however, isn’t so bright 
as the old equipment can't be used 
and there isn’t enough dough for 
the new stuff, let alone buying more. 

Graybar is trying to peddle the 
seized equipment, and will let it go 
for about $10,000. 











Premium on Auto Radios, 
Linen Pants, Hotel Rooms 


Chicago, July 3. 
office here is around 
the 


RCA Victor 


600 orders behind in meeting 
demand for automobile radios of the 
type retailing for $39.50. Other 
companies are also meeting a strong 
trend toward auto radios These 
have been the only kind of radio 
sets which have been moving here 
for months. 

Right now in Chicago linen suits 
for men, bathing suits, and auto 
radios are apparently the only 
things, outside of meals and hotel 
rooms, that cannot be obtained 
without trouble 
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In deep appreciation to Messrs. Merlin H. Aylesworth and John F, 

Royal, tycoons of the National Broadcasting Co., for their bouquets | 
following Al Jolson’s performance on the Kraft Phenix Cheese | 
Corp. program, with the Paul Whiteman orchestra. This, the first . | 
two hour radio commercial air show, made its debut last Monday 
(June 26), at 9.30-11.30 p.m., EDST, via WEAF and an NBC chain. 
Many thanks, too, to Mr. John U. Reber, executive vice-president 
of the J. Walter Thompson agency. | 
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OFFICE OF 
THE PRESIDENT 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY. INC. 


7 FirtTH AVENUE 


NEW Yo@kK 





June 27th 1933 


Mr Al Jolson 
Hotel Sherry-Netherland 
New York N Y 


Dear Al: 


I was very proud of you last night 
and without question you did the greatest job 
you ever did on the radio and one of the great- 


est performances I ever heard. 


Naturally, I was very pleased and 
want you to know that I am happy about it. 


Faithfully yours 


7 (+h, 


M H Aylesworth 
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36 VARIETY 


RADIO 


Tuesday, July 4, 1933 











Outstanding Programs on the Air 


(This and Next Week, July 4 to 10) 








NEW YORK 


(All Time EDST) 
TUESDAY (JULY 4) 
Ed Wynn, Don Voorhees, Graham McNamee, 9.30-10 p.m. (Texaco), 
WEAF-NBC. (Hanff-Metzger agency). 





Kate Smith (La Palina), 8:30-8:45 p.m., CBS-WABC. Aliso Wed. & 
Thurs.) (Batten-Barton, etc.). 


Julia Sanderson and Frank Crumit, Parker Fennelly, Jack Shilkret 
orchestra, ‘Blackstone Plantation,’ 8-8.30 p.m., WEAF-NBC (Blackstone 
Cigars). 





Raymond Paige’s orchestra and soloists, California Melodies, from Don 
Lee chain on the west coast via WABC-CBS, 10-10.45 p.m. 





‘ Light Opera Gems, Channon Collinge conductor, WABC-CBS, 10.45- 
1.15 p.m, 





Eddy Brown, violinist, with miniature symphony maestroed by George 
Shackley, 8.30-9 p.m., WOR. 


Footlight Echoes directed by Geo. Shackley, Lewis Reid announcer, 
9.30-10 p.m., WOR. 





WEDNESDAY (JULY 5) 
Fannie Brice, George Olsen Music (Chase & Sanborn Tea), WEAF- 
NBC, 8-8.30 p.m. (J. Walter Thompson agency.) 


London Economic Conference, international broadcast, report by Wil- 
liam Hard, NBC-WEAF short wave rebroadcast from BBC, London, 








Potash and Perlmutter (Jos. Greenwald and Lou Welch), WJZ-NBC, 
8.30-8.45 p.m. (Feenamint). 


The Poet Prince, NBC service from Radio City Music Hall via WJZ, 
11,16-11.30 p.m. 


Irvin S. Cobb and Al Goodman’s orchestra, 9-9.15 p.m., CBS-WABC 
(Good Gulf). Also Fri., same time (Cecil, Warwick & Cecil), 


Guy Lombardo’s orchestra and Burns and Allen (White Owl cigar), 
9.30-10 p.m., CBS-WABC (Batten, Barton, etc.). 














Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians and Aunt Jemima (‘Mandy Lou’), 10- 
10.30 p.m., CBS-WABC (Old Gold) (Lennon & Mitchell). 


Edwin C. Hill, news, 10.30-10.45 p.m., CBS-WABC, 








Newark Symphony Orchestra, Robt. Crawford, director, from the City 
Stadium, Newark, 9.30-10.30 p.m., WOR. 


> —______. 
THURSDAY (JULY 6) 
Rudy Vallee-Fleischmann variety program, including Gilda Gray, 
Willie and Eugene Howard, Hertz Bros., WEAF-NBC, 8-9 p.m. (Fleisch- 
mann’s Yeast) (J. Walter Thompson). 





Cap'n Henry’s Show Boat, including Chas. Winninger, Lanny Ross, 
Annette Hanshaw, Muriel Wilson, Molasses n“ January, Don Voorhees 
orchestra, WEAF-NBC, 9-10 p.m. (Maxwell House Coffee). 





Floyd Gibbons, the World’s Fair Reporter, NBC service from Chicago 
to WJZ, 8:45-9 p.m. 


Columbia Revue, variety half hour with Freddie Rich’s orchestra, 
9.30-10 p.m., WABC-CBS. 








Don Voorhees orchestra, Jack Smart, Gordon Graham, ‘King Arthur 
and His Arabian Knights, 8.15-8.45 p.m., WOR (Horton’s Ice Cream). 





Bronx Marriage Bureau, 9-9.15 p.m., WOR. 





‘Men of WOR,’ variety, Sherman Keene directing, Grenadiers Quarte 
Walter Ahrens, 10.30-11 p.m., WOR. ” ‘ 


FRIDAY (JULY 7) 

Cities Service hour, with Jessica Dragonette, the Cavaliers (Henry 
Shope, Frank Parker, John Seagle, Elliott Shaw, Lee Montgomery), 
Frank Banta and Milton Rettenberg, Rosarie Bourdon’s orchestra, 
WEAF-NBC, 8-9 p.m, (Cities Service Gasoline). 





Tom Howard, Jeannie Lang, Ted Bergman, Herbert Polesie, The Sing- 
ing Clerks, Harry Salter’s orchestra, 9-9.30 p.m., WEAF-NBC (Best 
Foods) (Benton & Bowles). 


Ilka Chase, Hugh O'Connell, Lee Wiley, Paul Small, Victor Young 
— WEAF-NBC, 9.30-10 p.m. (Ponds’ Cream) (J. Walter Thomp- 
son), 





Andre Kostelanetz presents Mary Eastman, Evan Evans, orchestra, 
choir, 9.30-10 p.m., WABC-CBS. 


Lou Holtz, Grace Moore, Lennie Hayton’s orchestra, 10-10.30 p.m., 
WABC-CBS (Chesterfield) (Newell-Emmett agency), 


SATURDAY (JULY 8) 
Rex Battle concert ensembie, WEAF-NBC out of Toronto (via CRCT), 


1.30-2 p.m. 
Week-end Revue, variety show, NBC-WEAF, 4-5 p.m. 








Intercollegiate Spring Regatta, crews from Harvard, Yale, Cornell, 
California, Washington, U. of Calif., from Long Beach, Calif., NBC-WEAF 
hookup, 7.45-8.15 p.m. 


Ferde Grofe orchestra, Conrad Thibault, WEAF-NBC, 9-9.15 p.m. 
(Philip Morris Cigaret) (Biow agency). 


B. A. Rolfe orchestra, with Rudy Wiedoeft, WEAF-NBC, 10-11 p.ni. 
(Hudson-Essex) (Blackman agency). 








Philharmonic Symphony orchestra, Willem van Hoogstraten conduct- 
ing, WJZ-NBC, from Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., 8.30-10.15 p.m. 





Philadelphia Summer Concerts from Fairmont Park, Philadelphia, 
8.30-9.15 p.m., WABC-CBS. 





WOR Little Symphony orchestra, Philip James conductor, with Olga 
Attl, harpist, 8-9 p.m., WOR. 


oe” EE 
SUNDAY (JULY 9) 
Alfredo’s marimba orchestra, WEAF-NBC, 10.30-11 a.m. 





Major Bowes’ Capitol Family from Capitol theatre, N. Y., 11.15 a.m.- 
12-15 p.m., WEAF-NBC, variety show, with Maria Silviera, Hannah 
Klein, Nicholas Consentino, Dick Dennis, Tom McLaughlin, Four Minute 
Men, Waldo Mayo, Yasha Bunchuk conducting. 





Bert Lahr, Ilomay Bailey and Lee Sims, Leo Carillo, Rubinoff’s orches- 
tra, WEAF-NBC, 8-9 p.m. (Chase & Sanborn Coffee) (J. Walter Thomp- 
son). 





Col. Louis McHenry Howe, President Roosevelt's secretary, 10-10:15 
p.m., WEAF-NBC, Walter Trumbull interviewing him on national affairs. 
—_———— ~~. 

Radio City Music Hall Concert, Roxy (S. L. Rothafel) as m.c., with 
Erno Rapee’s orchestra, choir and soloists, 12.15-1.15 p.m., WJZ-NBC. 





Borrah Minevitch harmonica band. WJZ-NBC, 7-7.15 p.m 


re 


Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld’s Viennese program from Radio City Music Hall, 
JZ-NBC, 8-8.30 p.m. 
Arthur Brisbane, Walter C. Kelly, The Revelers, Al Goodman's orches- 


tra, WJZ-NBC, 9-9.30 p.m. (Good Gulf Gasoline) (Cecil, Warwick & 
Cecil). 


Goldman Band, Edwin Franko Goldman conducting, from the N, Y. U. 
campus, 9.30-10 p.m., WJZ-NBC. 








Frank Crumit and Julia Sanderson, 5.30-6 p.m., WABC-CBS (Bond 


Bread) (Batten, Barton, etc.). 


Chicago Knights (Frank Westphal orchestra), 7-7.30 p.m,, WABC-CBS. 





The Gauchos, Vincent Sorey conducting, with Tito Guizar, 9-9.30 p.m., 
WABC-CBS. 


Irving Aaronson orchestra from Riis Park, Long Island, 7-7.30 p.m., 
WOR. 


Woodbury revue, with Roxanne and her orchestra, Al and Lee Reiser, 
Jack Arthur, 7.30-8 p.m., WOR. 


MONDAY (JULY 10) 
A&P Gypsies, Harry Horlick directing, Frank Parker, WEAF-NBC, 
9-9.30 p.m. (Atlantic & Pacific). 














Paul Whiteman orchestra, with Deems T.aylor, m.c., and variety show, 
9.30-11.30 p.m., WEAF-NBC; on split hookups in some territories (Kraft- 
Phenix Products) (J. Walter Thompson). 





Clicquot Club Eskimos, Harry Reser directing, ‘Rosey’ Rowswell, 
Jimmy Brierly, NBC-W4JZ, 8-8.30 p.m. (Clicquot Club Ginger Ale) (Dan- 
ielson & Son agency). 


Sinclair Minstrels (Gene Arnold, Chauncey Parsons, Bill Childs, Mac 
McCloud, Clifford Soubier, Harry Kogen directing), NBC-WJZ out of 
Chicago, 9-9.30 p.m, (Sinclair Oil). 





Jack Frost (sugar) half hour with Sam Herman, Josef Pasternack’s 
orchestra and guest artist, 9.30-10 p.m. (Gotham agency). 


Ethel Waters, colored, 11-11.15 p.m., WJZ. 


‘Back Stage’ with Borris Morros from Paramount theatre, N. Y., or- 
chestra and soloists, 8.30-9 p.m, WOR. 


Alfred Wallenstein’s Sinfonetta, Veronica Wiggins, soloists, 10.30-11 


p.m, WOR. 
CHICAGO 


(All Time CDST) 
. JULY 5 TO 11) 
Amos 'n’ Andy, NBC-WMAQ, 10 p.m. Also Thurs., Fri., Mon. & Tues., 
same time, (Pepsodent) (Lord & Thomas agency). 


WEDNESDAY (JULY 5) 
Clara, Lu 'n’ Em, NBC-WGN, 9:15-9:30 a.m. Also Thurs., Fri., Mon. 
& Tues. same time, (Palmolive Supersuds) (Lord & Thomas). 


Little Orphan Annie, NBC-WGN, 5:45 to 6 p.m. Also Thurs., Fri., Mon. 
& Tues. same time, (Ovaltine) (Black-Sample-Hummert). 


THURSDAY (JULY 6) 
Railroads of America, CBS-WBBM, 8.45-9 p.m. Also Mon., same time. 
Westphal orchestra, Glee Club. (Joint railroad account). 


All-Star Baseball Game, WBBM, 1-3 p.m, Pat Flannagan, announcer. 
One time only. (Prima Beer) (Green, Fulton, Cunningham agency). 


Floyd Gibbons, NBC-WL5, 10.15-10.30 p.m. Also Tues., e. ( Pal 
House) (Lord & Thomas). . = Se 





























FRIDAY (JULY 7) 
Phil Baker, with Harry McNaughton, Roy Shield, orchestra, Merrie 
Men, Neil Sisters, NBC-WMAQ, 8.30 to 9 p.m. (Armour) (N. W. Ayer). 


Phil Harris orchestra, with Leah Ray, NBC-WLS, 8-8.30 p.m. (Cutex) 
(J. Walter Thompson). 





we aps, . Ry = aay (JULY 9) 
ncen opez orches ice Joy, NBC-WMAQ, 9.19-9.45 p.m. 
Silk) (Erwin, Wasey). 4 . a 


Jan Garber orchestra, NBC-KYW, 1.30-2 p.m. (Nortl 
(Hayes, McFarland), p.m. (Northwestern Yeast) 








Gtesiede tineinian FPR ang add (JULY 10) 

Sinclair nstrels, w oe Parsons, Gene Arnold, Chauncey Parsons 
Fritz Clark, Mac McCloud, Cliff Soubier, Harry Kog h M 
WLS, 8-8.30 p.m. (Sinclair Oil) (Federal), re ee oe 


Morgan L. Eastman orchestra, with Gene Arnold, Lullab 
WENR, 9-9.30 p.m. (Carnation) (Erwin, Wasey). ullaby Lady, NBC 


“ae Sale m phn nag and (JULY 11) 
en Bernie orchestra, NBC-WMAQ, 8-8.30 p.m. (Blue Ribb 
(Matteson-Fogarty-Jordan agency). > (Blue on Malt) 











Happiness House, with Jean Paul King, Peggy Davis, WBBM 
a.m. (Household Finance) (Charles Daniel Fry Allien ™ 9 10.20 


LOS ANGELES 


TUESDAY (JULY 4) 
F (All Time PST) 
‘Golden Memories,’ KNX, in honor Stephen Foster anniversary. Sym- 
phonic arrangement of Foster songs using organ and violin, and singing 
by Drury Lane, 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. (Pasroe Concentrates). 


THURSDAY (July 6) 


‘Theme Program,’ 8:15 to 8:30 p.m., KFWB. Jack Joy’s orchestra and 
chorus of 12. 


‘Conquerors of the Sky,’ KHJ, dramatization of I 
Gatty, 7:30 to 8 p.m. exploits of Post and 











‘Midnight Parade,’ KHJ, Raymond Paige orche: “ i 
.. Soon tf te if on. 9g rchestra, semi-classic or- 


megan Coremne: ool URSA UES 
ronets; ser ramatization of life of Ch 
Nell Gwyn, 9 to 9:30 p.m. (Barker Bros.) (Ray Alden a ” 








Regular weekly programs: ‘In Laws,’ comedy serial, KFAC, Auburn- 
Cord sponsor. Every night but Sunday. ‘Frank Watanabe and Hon. 
— — serial, every night but Sunday. KNX, Sponsor: Marion 

ray 


cist teen? Sian Rs ema (JULY 11) 
ng en, " ale quartet, with K D i 
Robinson and John Dodson; 7 to 7:45 oan” am Marin Sudip Linn, Red 


. Clinie’ 8:15 te gf eneAY (JULY 13) 
‘Laff n : p.m., KHJ variety program, with Brown d 
Lavell, Howard Swatz, Betty Jane Rhod ‘ski lenis 
on ca) (Den Ba. Mider), y e odes, Alabama Eskimos. (Wilshire 





SATURDAY (JULY 15) 
Hollywood Bowl Concert, 8:15 to 10 p.m., KFT. 


SUNDAY (JULY 16) 
‘The Wanderer,’ romantic narration with orchestration 


backer 
KFWB 9:30 to 10'p.m. (Kelvinator) (Hammell agency). aa tate: 





MONDAY (JULY 17) 
‘Makers of History,’ KFI, dramatization, 8 to 8:30 p.m. (Puritas Water) 
(McCarthy Co.3. 





Good Taste’ Is 
NBC's Only Rule 
On Song Lyrics 





According to John Royal, NBC is 
not trying to set up a wall of strict 
censorship for the writers and pub- 
lishers of popular music. The nete 
work, its program head asserts, 
has no code other than that of good 
taste which it’s trying to enforce. 

Fact that NBC has been putting 
a blue-pencil or a complete 
thumbsdown on one song after an- 
other is no sign that the web is 
tightening up. It’s merely that the 
releases have been running that 
way, declares Royal. 

If there’s any phase that radio 
dislikes, declares Royal, it’s cen- 
sorship. Whatever is censored, he 
says, is open to controversy as a 
rule and even if radio must beware 
of setting up rigid lines there are 
certain limitations that can only 
be left to the broadcaster's judg- 
ment, And when it comes to ex- 
ercising this judgment the NBC 
program department feels that it is 
more capable of doing it than 
anybody else. Royal admits that 
it may make mistakes but those 
are chances it alone must and will 
take. 

All he asks of the pop music 
men is to ‘abide by the simple rule 
of good taste.’ Asked for a defini- 
tion Royal said that all the pub- 
lisher had to bear in mind for the 
air was the fact that lyrics have as 
their receiving point the home 
where children are as much the 
audience as the adults. 

Referring to the circumstances 
that NBC’s disapproving finger of 
late has been laid mostly on num- 
bers from screen musicals, Royal 
said that protesting publishers 
have expressed themselves as un- 
able to understand why his de- 
partment should object to a song 
when the ditty had already been 
passed as okay by Will Hays, 
NBC, Royal said, wants the pub- 
lishers to know it is not taking its 
standards from Hays, any more than 
it expected the picture industry to 
follow NBC moral dictates. 

Stiff censorship clamp being 

brought to bear by the air webs has 
resulted in the publishers exercise 
ing extra caution and doing their own 
bluepenciling of lyrics in advance 
Case in point occurred last week 
when Harms, Inc., which has taken 
the score for ‘Moonlight and Pret- 
zels,) Rowland and Brice’s musical 
for Universal, turned back one of 
the picture’s numbers, ‘I Took Your 
Picture Off the Dress’ with the ree 
quest that Al Siegel, its lyricist, re- 
vise one of the verses. 
Line that Harms censored in an- 
ticipation of action from the radio 
element read: ‘You had that thing 
but you didn’t know what to do with 
Ry 


Many Airing Gratis, but 
One Station Admits It 


Hollywood, July 3. 

A weekly ‘Amateur Night,’ dure 
ing which anyone who thinks he 
can do something will get a 
chance, has been instituted by 
KMTR. There'll be no hook. 

Announcement is a laugh to the 
insiders in view of the hundreds 
of unpaid performers already on 
local programs but not so labelled. 


Wolf Adds Par Air 
Spot as Pearce Tours 


Los Angeles, July 3. 

During the absence of Al Pearce 
and his gaing on a vaude_ tour 
through the northwest, half hour 
broadcasts from the stage of the 
local Paramount, over KECA, will 
be handled by Rube Wolf, house 
m.c, 

Program will be apart from the 
regular stage show, being put on 











for the 30 min. evening interval 
only, with a special radio talent 
utilized. 





FORD'S 18-STATION STARTER 


Lum and Abner serial, launched 
by combined Ford dealers over NBC 
last night (Monday), started off 
with 18 stations on the hookup and 
a guarantee of 26 weeks. 

All broadcasts, four 15-minute 
periods and a full haif-hour Friday 





night, originate from WTAM, 


— 
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Tuesday, July 4, 1933 








ACCORD BREAKS DOWN 


ad The Hague, June 25. 

International Radio Conference 
at Luzerne dissolved without result. 
Holland, Luxemburg, Greece, Po- 
land, Finland, Sweden and Lithu- 
pia refused to sign agreement. 

Holland refuses, not because it 
got another wave-length for short 
wave, but because it would have to 
gign away its 1,875 meter wave and 
hand it to Roumania, while it 
would come in with the powerful 
Russian station of Kharkov, both 
on same 1,345 meter wave. 

The sending of Kuizen is not so 
powerful as the Russian and it is 
feared that Dutch waves will be dis- 
turbed by Soviet broadcast. Dutch 
experts who attended this confer- 
ence fear that as the conference 
ended in a breakdown, with many 
eontroversies unsolved, a big mud- 
dle will result and one station will 
spoil broadcasting of other, as no 
ratification is in sight on a compro- 
mise which would satisfy opposing 
parties. 











61st Week 


A COUPLE 
YOU 
SHOULD KNOW! 


FRANK and FLO 


SALADA WOR, 9 P. M. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 











NBC Network 

Management NBC 
Personal Direction 
James F. Gillespie 





EN TOUR 


NBC NETWORKK 
VICTOR RECORDS 








ON TOUR 





Direction 
Columbla Broadcasting System 


LYMAN 


AND His 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Colambia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., 8:45 to 9 P.M. E.S.T. 


COAST-TO-COAST 


~~ _WABC™ 


























Renewals 


Maxwell House Coffee. Show 
Boat idea swings into its third 





13-week cycle July 6 and over 
49 stations on the NBC-WEAF 
link. 

Bayer Aspirin. Has added 
another 13 weeks to its third 
year run on the NBC red 
(WEAF) string. Involved are 


46 stations. 

G. Washington Coffee. Sig- 
natured with NBC to return its 
Sherlock Holmes series Sept. 
27 over 35 stations on the red 
link. 

Tidewater Oil Sales Corp. 
Another 13 weeks for its thrice 
weekly musical with Dolph 
Martin’s unit and the Travel- 
ers quartet. On 16 CBS sta- 
tions. 

Larus & Bro. Co. (Edgeworth 
tobacco). Effective July 5 ex- 
tends its Corn Cob Pipe Club 
show into a second year. Coast 
to coast WEAF link of 40 sta- 
tions stands. 


CANADA’S NATIVE PLAY 











AND OPEN AUDITIONS: 





Toronto, July 3. 

A Canadian drama to be written 
and played by Canadians. will 
be undertaken immediately, says 
Thomas Maher, newly appointed 
program director for the Canadian 
Radio Commission. 

Command has also gone out that 
blanket auditions must be given ir 
order that the complaint may be 
removed that major parts are being 
consistently given to one clique. 

Maher also claims that staff writ- 
ers of the CRC are preparing pro- 
grams for children and educations! 
periods. The chief aim is to make 
Canadian programs national and 
free from advertising. 


Warners Sniffing at Stars, 
Pouts and Resumes Tabs 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Air tabloid editions of Warner 
pictures, used to exploit current 
films at Warner houses, have been 
resumed. They were halted after 
Warner stars put in a squawk that 
the characters in the air dramas 
did not do justice to the parts. 
Celebs pointed out that listeners 
might think the radio performer 
was the screen player. 

After two weeks, and a claim 
that valuable exploitation was lost, 
Jack Warner ordered the half hour 
plays back pointing out that no- 
where in his stars’ contract was 
there anything to halt radio dra- 
matizations. 


NBC Wants Audition 
On Peggy Joyce Serial 


Chicago, July 3. 

Peggy Hopkins Joyce in a drama- 
tization of her own memoirs, 
‘Transatlantic Wife,” has been of- 
fered to NBC here by Fritz Blocki. 
Latter would write the radio adap- 
tation, rights to which he controls, 
besides acting as Miss Joyce’s agent 
in the matter. 

NBC has asked for an audition 
and is interested for the fall. The 
Joyce program would be broadcast 
from Chicago. 














Coast NBC’s 2 52-Wkers | 


San Francisco, July 3. 

Two renewals on NBC are for the 
Richfield Oil Co. which has signed 
for another 52 weeks of its Rich- 
field Reporter, quarter hour news- 
cast done nightly on the networl: 
by Sam Hayes. 

Gilmore Oil Co. stays for another 
52 weeks of its Gilmore Circus on 
the same chain. 





Mack Manages KMTR 
Hollywood, July 3. 
Gus Mack has been elevated to 
manager of KMTR, succeeding W. 
Austen Campbell. Latter stays on 
as time salesman, 








@ JOE @ 


AND HIS C.B.S. ORCHESTRA 





Exclusive Met. C/B.8. Artists Bureau 


Stee! Pier, Atlantic City 
WABC.-C.B.S.—Wed., Fri., Sat. 


Columbia, Brunswick, Victor 
Records @ 


RALPH WONDERS, Mer. 
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CBS GETS CREW JUMP 





Will Ether Regatta From Blimp— 


NBC Must Lay Wire 





Los Angeles, 
has tied up the Goodyear 
dirigible balloon in_ these 
for coverage of the collegiate 
regatta at Long Beach next 
Saturday (8). NBC is laying sev- 
eral miles of phone wire t« 
the marine stadium. 
Columbia will have Gary Breck- 
ner in the blimp reporting the 
races over a short wave equipment. 
Material will be picked up at KHJ 


July 3. 
CBS 


reach 


and rebroadcast over the chain. 
Both webs going heavy for the 
races, particularly because it’s the 


time Harvard, Yale and Cor- 
crews have been out here. 


first 
nell 


CBS Balking at 
Film Titles as 
Melody Source 


Question of eliminating the name 
of the picture to which a song be- 
longs was raised at a meeting last 
week of the CBS program depart- 
ment. Officials argued that the 
angle was not only being overdone 


but that the film producers were de- 
riving heaps of free publicity. 

Contention was that the picture 
men with publisher outlets were 
taking advantage of their rigrts un- 
der the restricted number clause in 
the copyright law and were laying 
it on too thickly for the network 
to swallow. Point was made that 
from the viewpoint of attraction 
plugging a song taken from a 
screen musical differed from one 
connected with a legit production. 
In the case of the latter the show, 
as a rule, is playing on Broadway 
only, while a picture gets general 
release in every section of the 
country. 

What instigated the discussion 
was a remark made by one of the 
program monitors that Warner 
Bros., after first releasing the tune 
under the title of ‘We’re in the 
Money Now,’ changed the name to 
‘The Gold Digger Song’ with the 
purpose, it was declared, of getting 
in an additional plug for its ‘Gold 
Diggers’ film. 

It was decided at the meeting to 
take no action until the matter had 
been referred to network higher- 


ups. 











Visitors at NBC, Chicago, 
Doubled by Exposition 


Chicago, July 3. 


Rubberneck wagons pointing out 
the sights are including the NBC 
studios, atop the Merchandise Mart, 
as a regular part of the spiel. Most 
of the conducted tours make ad- 
vance arrangements with NBC to 
pilot the customers through the 
hushed halls and  ~»plate-glassed 
rooms. 

Yokels rate the radio studios a 
highlight of the city jaunt. In ad- 
dition to the rubberneck parties 
officially organized other groups 
from conventions, etc., also arrive 
at the studios enmasse. 

NBC census-taking of visitors 
indicates that whereas 800 a day 
was average before the World's 
Fair opened, the daily tally is now 
climbing toward 2,000. 


Variety Period Will 
Fill L. S. Vacancy 


Thursday hour on NBC, left va- 
cant by Lucky Strike last week, is 
being filled with a variety line-up 
headed by Ray Perkins. This 60- 
minute sustainer makes its debut 
next Thursday (6). 

With several commercials holding 
options on this NBC-WEAF stretch, 
talent on this sustaining show is be- 
ing set on a week-to-week basis. 


—— 








CECIL AND SALLY’S PERSONAL 
Seattle, July 3. 


Cecil and Sally, CBC air act, to 
overgreen) 


open at Fifth Ave. ( 
|July 28. Johnny Patrick (Cecil) is 
local boy, starting on radio here 
lunder ill-fated ABC of Banker 
| Linde n, now serving term in Walla 
Walla prison, 
Helen Auddifred, known here for 
her dramatic work with Duffy 
Players a few years ayo, member 


of company to show bere, 








Pacific Ad Body and Big Stations 
Start War on ‘Agency Fee Routine 


Los July 3. 
brewing between legiti- 
mate radio advertising agencies and 
advertisers who, in buying time di- 
rect, have been deducting 15% from 
the stations for ‘agency fees.’ Cam- 
paign against the fee was launched 
last week in Sacramento at the an- 
nual meeting of the Pacific Associa- 
tion of Advertising Agencies, which 
now is questionairing all stations 
for evidence of the practice. 

Chief burn is against one exten- 
sive time buyer in the west who, 
it is claimed, not only deducts the 
‘agency fee’ but also charges off an 
additional 15% for ‘brokerage fees.’ 
Claim is that this particular adver- 
tiser does business on the ‘take-it- 
or-leave-it’ plan. With commercial 
accounts currently not too numer- 
ous, some stations have agreed to 
the double throwback rather than 
lose the accounts. 

Big Stations Co-operate 

Major stations are co-operating 
with the association in its endeavor 
to secure ethical arrangement be- 


AL JOLSON’S AIR RETURN 
FOLLOWING 2-HOUR HIT 


Al Jolson departs for the coast 
the 4th and will make the western 
trek by easy stages to dodge the 
prairie crossing in the heat. Jolson 
is set for ‘Wonder-Bar’ at Warners 
as an all-starrer, cast to include his 
wife (Ruby Keeler). It will start 
in August or September. Mervyn 
LeRoy may direct. 

Before scramming for Hollywood 
and Mrs. Jolson, which latter is the 
main reason for his going to the 
coast, Jolson put in some hard 
licks with the fan mag interview- 
ers. The Warnerites have already 
started a builder-uppering for Jol- 
son’s publicity breaks to fall simu)- 
taneous with his film’s release or 
thereabouts. 

Jolson is also more or less set to 
return to the Kraft Phenix Cheese 
program on WEAF-NBC Monday 
nights, being particularly impressed 
by the J. Walter Thompson agen- 
cy’s disposition to dicker with him 
on the idea of doing some of his 
broadcasts from Hollywood or Flor- 
ida when and if his wife is making 
pictures on the coast, or a winter 
vacation becomes necessary. John 
U. Reber, v.p. of the Thompson 
agency, has expressed himself gen- 
erally amenable to the idea, par- 
ticularly in view of Jolson’s big 
click June 26 on the initial two- 
hour broadcast with the Paul 
Whiteman orchestra. 


BEACH LURE STOPS 
KFWB HI-JINKS, JR. 


Hollywood, July 3. 
Because the kiddies would rather 
play the beaches than appear on 
the air, KFWB has discontinued for 
the summer its Friday night Junior 
Hi-Jinks, which has featured boys 


Angeles 
War is 














and girls of grammar and high 
school ages. 
Program, commercialized by 


Franco Bakery, which has the Sun- 
day Night Hi-Jinks on the same 
station, has been considered one of 
the best novelties on the coast and 
has resulted in the discovery of rea] 
talent among kids. 


MILLS DELAY RETURN 


Return of the Mills Bros. to per- 
sonal] appearances and the air has 
been set back another month. Post- 
ponement on the advice of the 
medic who has been treating John 
Mills, now recupe rating from pneu- 
monia. Doctor Suggests the boys 
refrain from all work until Aug. 1. 

Quartet had been set to open for 
Loew in Baltimore during July with 
six consecutive weeks to follow. 


tween the broadcasters. Such ethics 
are said to be sadly missing on the 
Coast. Another reason for co-oper- 
ation is the stations’ desire not tc 


be considered unfriendly to the as- 
sociation whose members contro! 
some of the Coast's most valuable 
accounts. 

Association is also out to wash up 
the so-called ‘dummy’ agencies 
that are virtually nothing but house 
ateeine which some advertisers 
have organized as a department in 
their own concern to get that 15% 
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RUBY 
NORTON 


Summering in White 
Mountains 
JACK CURTIS 


CURTIS and ALLEN 
Palace Theatre Bldg, New York 
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“Radio’s Loveliest Lark”’ 


JANE 
FROMAN 


IN SONGS 


FRIGIDAIRE PROGRAM 
Friday 10:30 p. m. CBS. 
Direction, Morrison & Winkler. 
Park Central Hotel, 
New York City 


- There IS Something 8 
New Under the Sun! 


THREE 
ROBERTS 
BROTHERS 


IN MUSIC AND SONG 

















Different! 
Saturday, 6:45 P. MM. 
WEA Monday, 7:15 P. M. 


Thursday, 6:45 P. M. 
DAN HEALY §f 


Personal Management 
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BEST FOODS 
MUSICAL 
GROCERY STORE 


HARRY SALTER 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


WEAF 


Friday, 9 P. M. 
N.B.C. Network 
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NOW IN LONDON PLAYING VAUDEVILLE 


records for Decca and broadcasting 
May Fair Hotel for the British Broadcasting Corporation. 
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Clipping Ad Talk 
Over KFWB Is 


Hot L.A. News 





Hollywood, July 3. 

Warner Brothers’ station, KFWB, 
fis making an effort to reduce to a 
minimum the plug announcements 
in commercial programs. Consid- 
ered hot news here where selling 
talk has been allowed to run ram- 
pant. 

So far the station has only lost 
One account because of the attempt. 
This was Aetna Life Insurance Co., 
which refused to curtail its copy on 
‘An American Family,’ serial. Con- 
tract was torn up by mutual con- 
sent. 

In line with the proposed policy 
Warners has reduced its own the- 
atre plugs by half. These announce- 
ments, advertising all Warner 
houses and current pictures in the 
territory, are on nine different times 
during the day. 





Yvette Rugel Sustaining 
Chicago, July 3. 
Yvette Rugel, veteran vaude so- 
prano, will get a sustaining build- 
up over WBBM here. 


LOU 
HOLTZ 

















WABC 
EVERY FRIDAY 10 P. M. 


Chesterfield 
Program 














THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD-WILL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


This Week (June 30) 
IMPERIAL, TORONTO 
Sole Direction 
Herman Bernie 
1619 Broadway, New York 














“The time has come,” 
the Walrus said, 
“To talk of many things: 
Of Shoes and Ships— 
Of Sealing-Wax— 


Of CABBAGES 
And KINGS.” 


AUSTIN STRONG 


W 
Monday & 5:15 P.M. 
Wednesday B.C, 
Friday a Network 
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LENNIE 
HAYTON 


AND HIS 
CHESTERFIELD-HOUR 
ORCHESTRA 


EACH FRIDAY 10 P.M. 
WABC 


Direction 
MORRISON and WINKLER 














76 Pickups 


—_—— 


Chicago, July 3 
Fact that something like 76 


radio outlets are scattered 
through the World's Fair 
grounds makes possible some 


unusual ‘production’ programs 
from there. Columbia handled 
a special show of this charac- 


ter last Thursday (29), at 
which time 10 engineers and 
three announcers, Bobby 


Brown, Harold Fair and Har- 
old Parks, were used. 

Program gave an auditory 
equivalent to the lap dissolves 
of the cinema. Skipping around 
the exposition grounds at will, 
the program offered a varied 
picture of the activities, 
ranging from the motordrome 
and alligator farm to the En- 
chanted Island for. Children, 
meanwhile mixing a little 
science and industry with the 
midway excitement, 











Radio Chatter 


East 


Frank Munn, NBC tenor, a fine 
singer from the control man’s view- 
point. 

Waldo Pooler (WGY) plays two 
of the four principal roles in ‘Joe 
and Eddie,’ sketch. . 
Arlene Jackson, singer, and the 
Rollickers, male quartet, now work- 
ing with Dick Leibert on NBC. 

Jim Healey, aircaster for an Al- 
bany newspaper, and Chet Vedder, 
WGY announcer, sang a duet, with 
Healey in the Albany studio and 
Vedder at an amplifier in the 
broadcasting room at Schenectady. 
Believed the first time stunt has 
been pulled with vocalists at sepa- 
rate points, although worked before 
with a singer and instrumental ac- 
companist. 

The Pickard Family are now feed- 
ing their hillbilly line over WGAL, 
Lancaster, Pa. 

Phil Rubinoff has settled his busi- 
ness differences with the RCA book- 
ing office and he’s off one-nighters 
for a while. 

Harry Reser and his Clicquot out- 
fit play a week at the Metropolitan, 
Boston, July 21. 

Abe Schecter is off the N. Y. ‘Daily 
News’ and -back tn the NBC press 
department handling Lowell Thomas’ 
news gleanings. S 
WXYZ, Detroit, put out a special 
tabloid telling about itself and the 
Michigan network for distribution 
the week before at the national ad- 
vertisers’ meet in Grand Rapids. 
NBC sales department has lined 
up a flock of new accounts for Au- 
gust starting dates. Final signatur- 
ing of these contracts is now in 
progress. Donald Shaw and Cliff 
Glock are responsible for bringing in 
that Ford-dealer backed ‘Lum and 
Abner’ hookup. 

Both NBC and Columbia’s home 
office are operating Saturdays on 
skeleton shifts during July and 
August. 

They're auditioning them for cli- 
ents at NBC at the average rate of 
six a day. 

Earl Stauffer, formerly with Cur- 
tis. Publishing, Philly, now on the 
commercial staff of WGAL, Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

Sigmund Spaeth has a new pro- 
gram idea that the NBC program 
department is listening to. 

G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, NBC 
manager of press relations, vaca- 
tioning at his Flushing manse owing 
to the serious condition of Mrs. 
Johnstone’s mother. 
Irving Kaufman 
Master Arts shorts. 
Ed Dukoff no longer p.a.’ing Har- 
old Stern, but George Lottman do- 
ing the entire publicity for the 
Hotel Biltmore roof including the 
Stern orchestra, 

Ted Husing m.c..d Guy Lom- 
bardo’s Pavillon premiere, 

Mrs. Lucy Spencer, conductor of 
WCAE’'s ‘Market Place,’ morning 
shopping survey, has resigned. Re- 
ports that she will take over a sim- 
ilar post with a rival station. On 
the air she has been known as ‘Alice 
Abbott.’ 


~ 


set for some 


West 


Charles Hamp back on the Coast 
looking for a spot around the L.A. 
following his close-out withWBBM, 
Chicago, 

Shell Oil will start time signals 
next week on KNX and KHJ, Los 
Angeles. Oil company has been off 
the air for three months, 

With Jack Carter busy on a couple 
of other variety programs, David 
Ballou takes over the weekly KNX 
(Hollywood) Parade, 


KFWB and the L. A. ‘Record’ are 


on speaking terms again. Trouble 
arose after a few swacks at pro- 
grams, with the ‘Record’ claiming 





(Continued on page 49) 


Air Line News 
By Nellie Revell 


Smith will leave Lea Palina in September after two years with 
One reason said to be that she objected to some of the 
another that she wants to resume breadcasting 
La Palina takes only 21 ovtlets 


Kate 
that sponsor. 
commercial copy and 
over a nationwide network 


Formerly a Trio 

George Givot has been affecting that dialect since the early 1920's 
when he, in company with Amos ‘'n’ Andy ‘then known as Sam and 
Henry) used to entertain Chicago listeners with a Greek routine built 
around the ‘Yes, We Have No Bananas’ song. They were a radio trio 
earning their keep as members of the Paul Ash unit at the Oriental 
theatre, Chicago. 





Warnow’s Extra Program 

Part of the CBS idea to build up musical leaders as well as singers 
is Mark Warnow’s ‘Curtain Calls’ program, special half hours Saturdays 
and Sundays. Now he is given a 30-minute period glorifying his work 
and entitled ‘Presenting Mark Warnow’. Warnow will also conduct for 
Mort Downey upon the latter’s return from abroad. 





WMCA'’s New Series 
‘The Friendly Voice’, new daily series of programs, starts on WMCA 
this week. The Friendly Voice has nothing to sell, will not discuss sex, 
family troubles, love affairs or the stock market, That's why it's friendly. 





Extend for Irwin 
Vic Irwin and his Cartoonland band have had their NBC contract ex- 
tended through the summer and are being shifted to WEAF’s 7:30 spot 
Wednesdays. Stage presentation of the unit is also being concocted for 
the Radio City Music Hall, 


WOR Coin Contracts 
John Gambling has been signed for six months more by E. R. Squibb 
& Sons for the WOR gym classes. Other new contracts on that station 
include H. J. Heinz Co., 11 weeks; Kreml Hair Tonic, 39 weeks; Chrysler 
Corp., 4 weeks; Crystal Chemical Co. (The Outdoor Girl), 13 weeks; 
Rumford Chemical Co., 26 weeks; B. F. Goodrich Co., 5 weeks; Drezma, 
Inc., 40 weeks. 





Shilkret’s Vacation 
Nat Shilkret will take his first real vacation in 18 years when he sails 
for Europe, During his absence brother Jack will take over his baton. 





Oklahoma on Broadway 
Jimmy. Van, the short end of the hillbilly outfit over WMCA, says 
Broadway looks like Old Home Week in Oklahoma City. He met four 
of his townsmen one afternoon—Carl Hubbell, the Giant pitcher; 
two Waner boys, also of baseball fame, and Roscoe H. Ates. 





Liberty and License 

-Among the gentlemen prominent on radio who are still enjoying their 
liberty because they had no license to get married are: George Givot, 
Enric Madriguera, Charles Carlile, Phil Regan, Lou Holtz, Conrad Thi- 
bault, Joe Bixler, Charles Baker, Keith McLeod, Louis Dean, Andre 
Baruch, Freddie Berrens, Fred Waring, Fred Rich, Wiil Osborne, Singin’ 
Sam, Emery Deutsch, Les Reis, Arty Dunn, Jacques Fray, Mario Brag- 
giotti, Don Lang, Tom Waring, Bob Taplinger, Ralph Kirbery, Tommy 
McLaughlin, Lanny Ross, Robert Simmons, Jack Arthur, Frank Munn, 
Leonard Stokes, Lenny Hayton, Billy Jones, John Fogarty, Joe Kahn, 
William Shelley, Arthur Altea, Frank Parker, Harry Horlick, John Babb, 
Bill McCaffrey, Paul Sabin. 

It is worthy of note, however, that most of the radio comedians are 
married. Ed Wynn, Jack Pearl, Eddie Cantor, Jack Benny, Phil Baker, 
Teddy Bergman, Tom Howard, Bert Lahr, Ray Knight, Ray Perkins, 
Amos and Andy, and Burns and Allen. Proving that a wife doesn’t 
always take the joy out of life—or maybe a sense of humor helps to stay 
married. 





Short Shots 


Phil Spitalny and orchestra now at the Fox theatre, Philadelphia.... 
After shelving eight pounds, Helene Daniels, NBC songbird, found that 
a grapefruit diet was affecting her voice....There are rumors that George 
Olsen moves into the hotel spot vacated by Paul Whiteman....Jack 
Miller, baritone, who serves also as Kate Smtih’s pianist, has returned 
to Columbia as a sustaining feature....Charles Kushin, WRNY baritone. 
rescued a girl from the surf last week....NBC is grooming Ninon Bunyea 
for radio. Rehearsals take place in her penthouse apartment....The 
Magic Carpet may be heard four times a week this fall....The Funny- 
boners, who have just completed a series of recordings for Columbia, 
may switch to Victor....Del Casino, baritone, with Anthony Lane, guitar- 
ist, have started on WMCA on a six months’ contract....Patrick Cardinal 
Hayes, Archbishop of New York, will broadcast from Syracuse over the 
Columbia network next Tuesday (11)....Flo Merit (Talent and Merit, 
vaudeville), doing a song cycle Sundays over WRNY. Arthur Downing, 
composer, presides at the piano....Frances Paperte back on the air 
after a year’s absence....Andre Kostelanetz, Columbia conductor, will 
vacation in Nova Scotia....Don Bestor, Walter O’Keefe and Ethel Shutta 
to be featured by that chocolate, according to reports....Now that she 
has left Hollywood to resume swimming, Eleanor Holm is considering a 
radio offer of a cosmetic account over CBS....Austin Strong, literateur, 
who tells NBC listeners about ‘Cabbages and Kings’, is at his summer 
home on Nantucket Island....Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey won't appear 
at the Paramount, N. Y. The Capitol (Loew) made a better offer and 
they'll be there July 7....‘Roses and Drums’ is off until Sept. 3.... 
Marie Gerard, operatic soprano, has teamed with ‘Wee. Willie’ Robyn, 
tenor, for WOR....Valentin de Parera, husband of Grace Moore, leaves 
for Hollywood this week to direct a picture for Fox. Miss Moore remains 
here for her Chesterfield broadcasts. 





Scrambled Notes 
Irv Cobb claims to have a caricature so lifelike that he shaves OP i. ses 
Guy Lombardo, in addition to owning two speedboats, has purchased a 
56-foot cruiser on which he will live this summer off Long Island. 
Brother Leibert has a boat almost the same size....Plenty of dance 
periods on the air these days. NBC alone offers more than 50 weekly out 
its two networks....The beer program on WOR featuring Helene Daniels, 
Patsky Flick, Charles Carlile and Freddy Berrens’ orchestra, moves to 
CBS the first week in August....Eunice S. Adams, NBC sales depart- 
ment, now Mrs. Joseph H. Cope, continues with the business office.... 
Pauline Alpert, WOR’s hot pianist, will team with Merle Johnston’s Sax 
quartet from that station. They start July 13....Immediately foliowing 
his Saturday night broadcast, Frank Luther flew to Wichita, Kans., to 
spend the Fourth with his mother....Paul Whiteman will not be heard 
in any hotel this summer. He will play one-night dance stands and do 
his two-hour Kraft-Phoenix program Mondays....N. W. Ayer has signed 
the Courtney Riley Cooper circus stories for Scott’s Emulsion starting 
Oct. 15....Emily Nathan returns to WOR’s press department BME, Bs cnt 
Earl Oxford, former radio, etc., sent to the Coast by Harry Bestry to 
play in Marion Davies’ new picture....Erno Rapee left town to hide from 
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Chryler Motor Co. is considering 
going NBC in August with a serieg 
of original 


operettas by Jerome 


Kern and Otto Harbach with 
Larry Schwab as producer. Each 
program would run an hour. NBC 


Artists’ Service is go-between 
both authors and producer. 


On its last ether 
Chrysler bankrolled the 
Ziegfeld in a musical autobio- 
graphical idea for 13 broadcasts, 
the producer collecting $5,000 per 
program. That was in the spring 
of 1932 and the outlet was Colum. 
bia, 


for 


connection 
late Flo 





No West Coast Brewery 


Has an Air Program 


July 3. 
accounts 


Los Angeles, 


Those expected beer 
have proved all froth. 


Although legal brew has been a 
fact for more than two months 
now, not a single Coast brewery or 
distributor has spent a cent on a 
radio program of an L. A. station. 


However, the beer dispensers are 
still considered hot prospects by 
local advertisers. 


=— LEON! 


BELASCO 


C.B.S. 


Mon.: 12-12:30 P.M. Tues.: 12:30-1 A.M.. 
Sat.: 8:30-9 P.M. 


NIGHTLY 
ST. MORITZ HOTEL, NEW YORK 


Sole Direction HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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“The Haunting 


Romantic 
Voice of Radio” 


WABC 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
TUESDAY | SATURDAY 


7 P.M. 7:15 P.M. 
Met. CBS 

















‘Melody Headlines” 


SATURDAY 
9:15 P.M. 


PHIL | 
REGAN 


WABC 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
THURSDAY, 
11:15 P.M. 
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“The Lass Who Comes from Dixie 
With a Song That’s Meant to Cheefs 
So Tune Her In and You'll Begin 
To Find Happiness Is Here.”’ 


BETTY 
BARTHELL 


RICHFIELD OIL PROGRAMS 


WABC H WEAF 
Monday 10 P.M.|||Friday 10:30 P.Ms 
WABC NETWORK 
Thursday, 6:30 P.M. 


Direction CBS ARTIST BUREAU 
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show business for three weeks. 
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FT-PHENIX PROGRAM. 
ith Al Jolson, Paul Whiteman, 
Deems bay F 

ngs, Drama, Ban 
COMMERCIAL 
2 Hours 
WEAF, New York 

It now turns out that General 
Motors was wrong and Al Jolson 
was right. During the wrangling 
with the G. M. reps last winter, 
which led to his sudden withdrawal 
from the Chevrolet program, Jolson 
insisted that he was the best judge 
of ‘what would best bring out his 
talents on the air. He submitted 
one production idea after another, 
but they never got beyond the sug- 
gestion stage. On this Kraft-Phenix 
affair, which unveiled last Monday 
(26) night, Jolson was guest star, 
and the warbler-comic was allowed 
to carry out what he had in mind 
for the Chevrolet stanza. From it 
he emerged vindicated and with 
eolors flying. 

Jolson gave them showmanship 
this night, entertainment of an 
emotional wallop and quality rarely 


impressive testimony to the fact 
that in radio, as in other entertain- 
ment fields, he remains in a class by 
himself.. It was sterling stuff for 
the ether which he revealed in the 
productions he built around the ‘A 
Cantor on the Sabbath,’ ‘Frivelous 
Sar and ‘Sonny Boy’ numbers. 


BASS SINGER | 


With experience on major New York 
‘station wishes to affliate with good 
male quartette. : 

Address EDWARD HAAS 
87-20 Chelsea St. Jamaica, New York 























JENNIE GOLDSTEIN 


Star and Directress 
of Prospect Theatre, Bronx, N. Y. 


Sponsored by Julius Grossman Shoes 


Every Friday at 7:30 p. m: 
WMCA 














LEE SIMS 
ILOMAY BAILEY 


Chase & Sanborn Hour 


WEAF-NBC Network, 8-9 P.M., EDT 
Direction MORTON A. MILMAN 














"MANDY LOU 


with FRED WARING’S MUSIC 
OLD GOLD HOUR 
WEDNESDAY, 10 P.M. 
WABC Columbia Broadcasting 
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RAYMOND BAIRD 


Making Persoal Appearances 


July 14, Palace, Chicago 
duly 21, Orpheum, Des Moines 
July 28, Hennipen, Minneapolis 

Aug. 5, Orpheum, St. Paul 
Aug. 12, Main 8t., Kansas City 








THE 
FUNNYBONERS 


Management 
JOE HOFFMAN 
151 WEST 46th ST., NEW YORK 
BRyant 9-2711, 2712 











PHIL BAKER 
_, Sponsored by 
ARMOUR & CO. 


Fri., 8:30-9 P. M., CDST 
WMAQ (N.B.C., Chicago) Network 
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JOE PARSONS 


Radio’s Low Voice 


AS ‘EDELWEISS JOE’ 
Mon-Wed-Fri, 9:15 P.M., CDST, WMAQ 


SINCLAIR MINSTREL 
Every Mon., 8 P.M., N.B.C. 
CHICAGO 


ARTHUR TRACY 


“The Street Singer’ 


Every Mon.-Wed.-Fri. 
9:15 P. M., E. D. 8. 
WABC, Coast to Coast 























TED BUD 
EDDY-BURSTON ORCH. 
Summer Season 
FELTMAN’S MAPLE GARDENS 
CONEY ISLAND, NEW YORK 
Management Tom O’Connell 





Through it all ran the good old 
hoke, but a hoke that dipped deep 
into elementals for the rocking chair 
mob, and the kind it revels in with 
tear ducts wide open. The Winter 
Garden reminiscences that led up 
to ‘I've Got to Sing a Torch Song’ 
was strictly local in character, and 
the gag monolog was much too long 
for the purposes involved, but even 
there the emotional punch wasn’t 
lacking. 

Happily matched with Jolson on 
this marathon occasion was another 
showman, Paul Whiteman, and to 
the bandman is due much credit for | 
the smooth way he fed the guest in 
their frequent colloquies. To White- 
man also fell the role of introducing 
Jolson in a couple of his numbers, 
and it was good m. c.’ing. 

Whiteman’s own program of mu- 
sical selections was neatly balanced 
and he offered a concert of wide 
appeal. Despite the inclusion of 
‘Bolero’ and ‘An American in Paris,’ 
the repertoire’s choice source of 
musical fare for the more discrimi- 
nate tuner-inner were the selections 
from ‘Carmen,’ with the Toreador 
aria acceptably vocalized, and the 
Victor Herbert medley. Participat- 
ing in the pop portions of the list 
were Whiteman’s regular warbling 
entourage—Ramono, Jack Fu!ton, 
Peggy Healy and the Rhythm Boys. 
Deems Taylor, composer and news- 
paperman, contributed the annota- 
tions to the musical numbers. His 
notes were brief and quietly en- 
lightening. 

Pace of the show was spiritedly 
maintained until it got to around 
the hour and a half point, and even 
after the lag had set in Jolson came 
up with his smash bit of narrative 
and dramatization knitted around 
‘Sonny Boy.’ This helped send the 
proceedings on to a swift finale. 

Without a performer or name of 
the Jolson magnitude how this af- 
fair will manage to hold the sus- 
tained interest of its listeners for 
two hours. on succeeding Monday 
nights is problematical. But no} 
question that with this first show 
Kraft-Phenix achieved the major 
part of its purpose of bankrolling 
the 13-week series, a ceremonious 
introduction of a new brand of salad 
dressing. 

Only station taking the program 
for the full two hours is WEAF. 
For the first hour it’s also sched- 
uled on WJAR,. Providence; WTIC, 
Hartford; WEEI, Boston: WTAG, 
Worcester; WCSH, Portland, and 
WLIT, Philadelphia. For the sec- 
ond hour it gets release over WGY, 


Schenectady. 
Ad matter is deftly inserted 
throughout. Copy reading, or a 





dramatized bit, once every 15 min- 
utes for the first hour and a break 
each for the two halves of the sec- 
ond round of the clock. Odec. 





FIVE STAR FINAL 
Dramatized News Events 
Sustaining 
WMCA-WPCH, New York 


This one can claim for itself the 
title of Grand Guignol of the air. 
It’s a tab takeoff on ‘March of Time,’ 
but whereas the latter ran the 
gamut of the week’s news, and 


SHELL ROAD REPORTER 
Dramatic Sketches 
COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


Last summer Shell Oil bought five 
five-minute periods a week from 
WABC and had Louis Dean do a 
Burton Holmes on famous spots in 
the U. S. and Canada, recommend- 
ing them for vacationing autoists. 
This year the refiner has taken two 
15-minute spasms weekly on a link 
of 10 CBS outlets in the east and 
resorted to dramatized adventure 
stories. In each narrative the plot 
contains some reference to ‘good’ 
and ‘bad’ gasoline. 

Tale unfolded last Thursday night 
(29) had an auto race as its back- 
ground and mixed up in the proceed- 
ings were the elements of crooked 
gambling, double crossing, self-sacri- 
fice and romance. For sound effects 
there were the constant roar of rac- 
ing motors, a smash-up and an an- 
nouncer’s blurbing of the scene from 
the sidelines. Climax when the 
hero-racer discovered he had been 
framed and his tanks loaded with 
inferior fuel. Despite the fact that 
the race was under way when he 
made the discovery, he returned to 
his pit for refilling, this time with 
good petrol, although Shell wasn’t 
mentioned, believe it or not, and won 
the race. Noise effects of the pro- 
duction failed to overcome the 
flimsiness of the yarn with the 
whole thing not allowing for much 


minded. 

For the commercial phase there’s 
Louis Dean to tell about Shell's vir- 
tures and another lad billed as the 
Shell Road Reporter to describe the 
‘travel aid’ maps given away by the 
refiner. Udec. 


SOURWOOD MOUNTAIN 
With the Frank Luther Trio 
Drama, Songs 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

As a novelty these sagas of the 
southern mountain country should 
fetch a modicum of general ap- 
peal. They’re surefire for those 
communities where hillbilly enter- 
tainment rates high. Another par- 
ticular source of attention will be 
found among that element inter- 
ested in American folklore. 

Programs are quarter-hour af- 
fairs, on a late evening schedule 
Fridays. They’re dramatizations 
based on the better known hillbilly 
laments with the Frank Luther 
mixed threesome interpolating the 
unwinding of the tale with chanted 
verses from the song under’ play 
treatment. Stanza caught (0) had 
to do with a tall pine heart-throb 
telling about the courtship, parental 
opposition, attempted .elopement 


and eventual marriage of the doughty 


‘Billy Boy.’ Script was dialogued 
expertly with the general writing 
laying more stress on atmospheric 
coloring than action. Of suspense 
and excitement there was none. 
Direction of the sketch showed 
a capable hand, only fault with the 
cast being derived from a tendency 
to mix the hillbilly dialect with the 
more urban Georgia inflection. 
Odec. 


of a thrill other than for the track 





CONSUMERS’ INFORMATION 

SERVICE 
Food Talks 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

Ten-minute luncheon talk once 
weeklv sponsored by State Agricul- 
ture and Markets Department to 
increase consumption of products 
grown by New York farmers. Simi- 
lar talks delivered over one or two 
other stations. One article of food 
or drink discussed each week, dis- 
course being timed to coincide with 
its appearance on the market. 
Recipe folders and copies of chat 
offered to listeners. 

Skilled hand of a newspaper man 
in preparation of talks is evident, 
the manuscripts unfolding smoothly. 
At times, however, there is repeti- 
tion and an _ over-emphasis on 
merits of New York’s brand of 
fruits and vegetables. For some 
time C. P. Norgord, assistant com- 
missioner, was at the mike, but re- 
cently Thomas C. Stowell, former 
legislative correspondent for New 
York dailies, has been alternating. 

Talks appeal principally to house- 
wives. Jaco. 


THE FUTURISTS 
Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WOR, Newark 
The Futurists have a good label 
under which they can get away 
with much that’s novel and inter- 
esting in ultra-modern dansapa- 
tion. They’re commercially on WOR 
at midnight for 30 mins. They were 
caught Sunday night from the 
Roadside Rest, a glorified hot dog 
stand on the Long Beach road 
(N. Y.), which has become some- 
what of an institution in the 
metropolis because of the mass 
business this (and its affiliated spot 
on the Sunrise boulevard) does in 
catering to the motoring masses. 
The Futurists vamp off with 
‘Brown Study,’ a novel signature 
but otherwise proceed with 








song, 

their dance music in usual manner. 
Abel, 

‘LADY FOR A DAY’ 

Dramatic 

Remote Control Broadcast 

30 Mins. 


COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

This half hour broadcast made 
radio history. It was the first time 
that a dramatic radio production 
was picked up from a ship at sea 
(the Furness Bermuda liner, ‘Queen 
of Bermuda’), making its regular 
run from New York to Hamilton. 
It was picked up by radio telephony 
and re-broadcast via short wave- 
length by WABC and CBS network. 

Apart from the mechanical rami- 
fications of this scientific experi- 
ment in pick-up and re-broadcast, 
the entire half hour was colored 
by other elements, including the 
fact that ‘Lady for a Day’ was a 
tabloidization of a forthcoming Co- 
lumbia film release of the same 
name, written by Damon Runyon. 

Runyon probably didn’t author 
the half hour condensation, but it 
was a highly effective dramalet 
which, because of its dramatic 


Ether Slants 


Eddie Peabody was the first com- 
mercial to christen NBC's new 
broadcasting studio on the Radio 
film lot in Hollywood. A favorite 
in L. A., banjoist filled the new hall 
with an audience. It was his 19th 
weekly program for Safeway 
Stores. 

Peabody is by far the best ban- 
joist heard over radio on the Coast. 
He dropped the plunking long 
enough to show he was almost 
equally proficient with the violin. 
He also warbled a few bars, just 
enough to prove to his listeners he 
should stick to strumming. Safe- 
way is judicious in keeping the 
commercial plugs to a minimum. 





There’s a saying among the radio 
artists that if you’re sustaining for 
any length of time you'll stay that 
way and never get a commercial. 
May Singhi Breen and Peter De- 
Rose are classic examples of this, 
along with others, for while this 
likable early a.m. WEAF duo — 
saccharinely heralded as ‘the sweet- 
hearts of the air’—do their piano- 
log and uke-vocal chores in highly 
acceptable manner, 
haven’t gotten any commercial air 
breaks. 

Little Jack Little almost about 
the same time, but on CBS, is ditto. 
He’s on almost every morning—it 
used to be 9.45 a.m., now advanced 
to 9 a.m., and also once or twice of 
nights via WABC-CBS—and while 
it’s a good medium for him to plug 
his self-authored songs and also 
build himself up for the occasional 
personal apps he makes, it hasn't 
gotten him anywhere with a spon- 
sor, 





The Harmonians are a nice mixed 
trio at 9-9.15 a.m. on WEAF. Helen 
Bernard and Marvin Drake of the 
trio were also caught in solos, rang- 
ing from ‘Wa-Da-Dah’ to I Loved 
You Wednesday’ type of song, and 
sounding nice, especially so early 
in the a.m. amidst the cooking les- 
sons and beauty sales spiels. 





values, makes one wonder at the 
wisdom of Columbia acquiescing to 
this sort of exploitation. The story 
is given away 100% by the well- 
done short-wave broadcasting. 

The staging was done in the main 
saloon of the ‘Queen of Bermuda,’ 
with a cast comprising Frank P. 
Roeder, Herbert H. Hyman, Alice 
Freeman, Rosemary Lee and Frank 
McMunn, That was the cast given 
out in advance; no player credits 
were aired on the actual broadcast. 

The parts of Dave the Dude and 
Apple Annie, the latter who be- 
comes the ‘Lady for a Day’ (the 
title) were exceptionally well treat- 
ed. It’s probably from a published 
Runyon story, its possibilities in 
printer’s ink suggesting greater ap- 
peal than in its dramatization. 
However, the filmization must—or, 
at least, should—exceed the merits 
of the ether dramatization, Abel. 





a 








mixed the light with the dark, this 


WMCA version limits itself to de- 
scribing in dramatic form the most 
tragic and shocking excerpts from 
the news columns. And it lays on 
the horror pretty thick. On for 15 
minutes nightly, 10 o’clock EDST, 
and for sensitive sleepers it won’t 
make for peaceful dreams. 

On one recent program the adap- 
tor of the day’s news culled as three 
choice items one telling of a child 
undergoing a serious operation and 
the hospital lights suddenly going 
out; a mother fainting and letting 
her infant drop from a five-story 
window, and a bomb explosion plus 
the shrieking terror. 

Last Thursday (29) night’s sam- 
ple started off with the dramatiza- 
tion of a farmer dreaming of being 
robbed and incidentally shooting his 
grandchild. Continuity then skipped 
to the African jungle for an episode 
of baby strangling, trial of a woman 
for Voodoo by the chief of a tribe 
and her extinction at the stake to 
the accompaniment of beseeching 
screams. For the third item there 
was dramatic version of the Shar- 
key-Carnera weighing in formali- 
ties, details being at wide variance 
with those reported in the dailies. 
Session here got a break from the 
fight itself. The knockout occurred 
in time for its announcement as the 
program’s closing news bit. 

One novel touch about this show 
is the prelude effect of a newsboy 
shouting ‘Extra!’ Declamatory pal- 
aver weaving through the nightly 
adaptations of the news smacks of 
its ‘March of Time’ predecessor. 
Here it’s ‘1933 swirls into history,’ 
in place of ‘Time Marches On.’ 

For the clientele to which WMCA- 
WPCH directs itself the Five Star 
Final idea has rich possibilities of 
consistent appeal. Better regimen- 
tation and balancing of its adapta- 
tions and a diminishing of the hor- 
ror should help in that direction. 
Cast is uniformly okay, but the 
hoarse hawking of the declamatory 
palaver by announcer A. J. Alexan- 
der is no treat to the ear. Odec 
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MUSIC—NITE CLUBS 


Tuesday, July 4, % 193s 
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Radio's Dictatorial Pose on Music 


Likened to Mechanicals—Passe 





Music men declare that if radio 
believes that the publishers seek to 
get their songs played on the air 
chiefly as a means of stimulating 
the sale of sheet copies it is labor- 
ing under a delusion. Using broad- 
casting for this purpose, they say, 
long ago became of secondary im- 
portancs. The American Society, 
aver the pubiishers, gives prime 
consideration to air usages in de- 
termining its member ratings, and 
for this reason the individual mem- 
bers of the music industry try to 
pile up for themselves as many per- 
formance points as possible. For 
this reason, they add, a song banned 
from the air means being deprived 
of so many usage points. 

These same sources point out that 
radio's dictatorial attitude toward 
the music trade is not gaining it 
any good will for the future. They 
further call attention to the fact 
that the mechanical interests, when 
sitting on top, exercised a similar 
attitude and are now coming to the 
music men for favors. 


GEIGER’S NEW PLACE, 
LONGVUE AT HASTINGS 


Gene Geiger is coming back into 
the roadhouse field with the Long- 
vue Country Club, swank Hastings- 
on-the-Hudson spot which Gushee 
who operates the snooty Claremont 
on Riverside drive, New York, has 
been keeping in good order since 
1928, though dark all the while. 

George Olsen will be the band at- 
traction with Mrs. Olsen (Ethel 
Shutta) as co-feature. Opening is 
scheduled for July 7 pending the 
completion of a 350-400 capacity 
pavillion and a swimming pool. The 
nine-hole golf course has been well 
maintained right along. 


Landry's Bktcy. 


Art Landry, band leader and m.c., 
45 Fifth-avenue, New York, listed 
over $10,060 in liabilities when filing 
a voluntary petition in bankruptcy. 
No assets. 

Landry is currently at Loew’s 
Paradise, Eronx, N. Y. C. 

















LOMBARDO, EAST AND WEST 


From Pavillon to Dells, There and 
Back Again in Hotel in Nov. 








Guy Lombardo brought in Pepi- 
no and Rhoda, dancers, from the 
Dells, Chicago roadhouse, for his 
Pavillon Royal, L. I. roadhouse en- 
gagement. Neila Goodelle, with 
Lombardo in Chi, shifts over to 


Buddy Rogers’ show at the College |. 


Inn, Chicago. 

Lombardo doesn’t g0 
Roosevelt hotel, New York, until 
November, instead of his usual 
Labor Day reopening, owing to a 
promise to Sam Hare of the Dells, 
Chicago, to return in late August, 
up until Nov. 1. The Chicago Fair 
doesn’t conclude until Nov. 1. Hare, 
who has been doing the cream of 
the nite life business with the 
Lombardos, wants them’ back ‘for 
the finale of the Fair. 





Close Up Shop 100% as 
Everybody Goes Fishing 


Chicago, July 3. 

Entire RCA Victor organization 
will close down the week of July 
17-24 to a'low all employes to take 
their vacations at one time. Vaca- 
tions will be at full salary. 

Instead of the usual staggered 
vacations covering the entire sum- 
mer and inevitably causing some 
upheaval in the orderly functioning 
of business, the decision of a gen- 
eral shutdown was made. Nobody 
will thus take over work with which 
he is unfamiliar during the ab- 
sence of the man who. ordinarily 
fills the job. 





ROMANCE AND CREDIT 
Hollywood,. July 3. 


Consumers’ Credit Company has 
bought 26 15-min, spots on KFWB 
for discs of ‘Romance in Music,’ 
featuring Donald Novis and Jan 
Rubini and his band. 

Program ig a,Sunday nighter, 


into the}: 





+ 


Victor’s Talent Hunt 


Ely Oberstein of the RCA-Victor 
home office recording labs is slated 
for a trip to Chicago the latter part 
of July to gather loca! radio and 
band talent. Chief purpose of the 
gathering is for the firm’s low- 
priced Blue Bird label. Contracts 
will also be made for the Victor 75c 
group. 

Recording will be done at the 
company’s Chicago studios, 


Vallee’s Victor Disks 
At Cut-Rate Royalties 


RCA Victor has put Rudy Vallee 
under exclusive contract for its Blue 
Bird brand of 20c records. It’s Val- 
lee’s first return to the cheaper 
stencils since his break with the 
Durium outfit. Vallee has already 


turned out three platters under his 
Blue Bird agreement and is slated 
to do three more of them this week. 
Victor has closed royalty con- 
tracts with a substantial number of 
publishers allowing for payments of 
le and 1%c a side on its lower 
priced output. 


Reclassification Stall 


Reclassifications of publishers 
have been put off by the American 


Society’s board of directors until 
this Thursday (6). Meeting called 
for the purpose last week took up 
so much of the board's time listen- 
ing to petitions and protests from 
publishers seeking promotion that it 
was decided to postpone the actual 
rerating. 

Among those heard at last Thurs- 
day’s meeting were Joe Morris 
Music Co., Bibo-Lang, Inc., and E. 
B.. Marks Music .Co. Morris and 
Marks are asking for a boost from 
BB to class A. Robbins Music wants 
a boost to AA; Marlo, Sam Fox, 
Santly and Witmarks also being up 
for reclassification. Witmarks looks 
to join Harms, Berlin and Feist in 
class AA. 




















Jack Bertell on Own 
Jack Bertell, night-club booker; 
is no longer associated with Max 
Hart. Has his own office now. 





Sharp Summer Slump in 
Sales of Sheet Music 


Sheet music business the 
past week took the sharpest 
slump it’s experienced since 
the beginning of the year. 
Trade attributes the tumble 
more to the slipping of recent 
outstanding sellers from their 
peaks than the fact that this 
time of the year usually marks 
the ushering in of the summer 
doldrums. 

Six best sellers for the week 
ending June 30, as reported by 
the leading sheet distributing 
sources in the east, were: 

‘In the Valley of the Moon’ 
(Morris). 

‘Stormy Weather’ (Mills). 





‘Sweetheart Darlin’ (Rob- 
bins). 

‘Hiawatha’s Lullaby’ (Don- 
aldson). 

‘I Cover the Waterfront’ 
(Famous). 


‘Song of the Nile’ (Robbins). 











A. F. M. DISCUSSES 
SUB-SCALE PROBLEM 


Chicago, July 3. 

American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ convention at the Palmer 
House brought forth considerable 
discussion on the ticklish subject 
of under-scaling. Chicago and New 
York locals in particular have been 
imposing stiff fines and drastic dis- 
cipline on offenders during the past 
few months and the problem is rec- 
ognized as widespread and hard to 
handle. 

A rule was suggested to impose 
upon booking agents some guaran- 
tee that under-scaling could not be 
accomplished by the trick, now 
common, of throwing in specialty 
entertainers with a dance band as 
one means of meeting competition 
by a round-about bargain that ac- 
tually was at the expense of mu- 
sicians, 

Musicians’ union voted down a 
reduction in salary from $20,000 to 
$15,000 annually for President Joe 
N. Weber. 


DAHL DOUBLING 


Los Angeles, July 3. 
Ted Dahl’s' orchestra, now at 
Leighton’s cafeteria, will double at 
the Cinderella Roof, starting Satur- 
day (8). 
Dahl will have a 15-man combi- 
nation at the second spot. 











Peter Emma’s orchestra playing 
at Matt’s Stockade, new sea-food 





restaurant, next to Mid-City Park, 
in Menands, N. Y. 





Pavillon Royal, N. Y. 


(GUY LOMBARDO) 
Valley Stream, L. I., June 30. 


What, draw the Guy Lombardo 
orchestra really has was well evi- 
denced on its opening when a tor- 
‘rential storm, with plenty of the 
ethereal fireworks, didn’t encourage 
anybody motoring down to Mer- 
rick road for any opening. But 
apart from the ever-faithful tin 
pan alleyites, to whom a. Lombardo 
‘opening is something akin to a 
command’ performance—what with 
Lombardo rating among the top 
plugs on the nation’s wire-waves— 
‘there was a: healthy turn-out of the 
not-so-obligatory customers. Which 
gives a very good idea all ’round. 


. The Lombardos, cut their Dells’ 
‘engagement in Chicago (Morton 
;Grove, Ill., roadhouse) short not to 
idisappoint John Steinberg, who 
swears by the boys. John (and 
Christo also, when Chris was with 
Steinberg) will bring out the rec- 
ords on slightest provocation to 
compare the day-by-day totals 
with other attractions, as evidence 
of the Lombardo draw for them. 
Now that Christo is selling Trom- 
mers’ beer, Joe Moss and Jacob 
Amron are around more with 
Steinberg, both being in also on 
this, ‘the class suburban restaurant 
around New York’ for many years. 
There have been other spots start- 
ing up off and on, season after sea- 
son, but the Pavillon is now an 
institution among metropolitan 
roadhouses. 


The Lombardos enjoy a rep all 
their own with the yotinger set on 
the hoof, who take their stepping 
very seriously. 
of music has done more ‘to popu- 
larize. the eccentric bender-outter, 
head-to-head, and rest-your-hegd- 
upvon-my-shoulder stvie of stepping 





The Lombardo ‘style } 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


with the younger bunch, than any 
other dance orchestra in Ameri- 
ca. Having arrested the fancy of 
this new ‘school of steppers, the 
Lombardo style has forced the cre- 
ation of special slow rhythms of 
popular songwriting, in order to 
give the boys and girls something 
to step to. 

The boys brought in with them 
Pepino and Rhoda, dancers, who 
were at the Dells with the band. 
The dance team does its waltz, ec- 
centric and smooth  foxtrology 
chores in nice manner and is a 
good interlude between dances. 

Sunday nights at the Pavillon 
will probably be the hottest thing 
around New York again. It’s pro- 
fessional night and somehow they 
all turn out for the Lombardos and 
John Steinberg. 

No couvert, but a $2.50 and $3 
minimum check weekdays and 
weekends respec, with the min- 
imum thing obtaining for late 
diners holding over after 10:30. 

Abel. 


EL PATIO, N. Y. 


Valley Stream, L. I., June 28. 


tosita and Ramon have moved 
their El Patio down to Merrick 
road at Valley Stream on the site 


of the former Castillian Royale and 
set up a class spot which should 
get’ an element all its own. from 
the. north shore L. I. territory and 


the Lido and Atlantic beaches. Al- 
ways an attractive interior, it is 
well suited to the smart show, 
which looks somewhat overboard 
on overhead for a not too great 
capacity. ' 


‘Plenty: of opportunity for every-+ 
body: to..get out okay if the . busi- 
ness is there, although the $2 club 
dinner and. the $2 minimum check 


(Continued on page, ,54) . 





| JOE-PANI’S GOOD BREAK 


Popular Owner of Woodmansten 
Inn Probably Reopening House 








Joe Pani will probably reopen his 
Woodmansten Inn on the Kings- 
bridge road in Pelham, N, Y., dur- 
ing the summer, after getting a 
break from the municipality, which 
cut a highway through his road- 
house grounds. City paid Pani 
around $112,000 for the privilege. 
This enabled the veteran restaura- 
teur to pay off the mortgage and 
move back his inn, which now en- 
joys the additional good fortune of 
being situated on an important 
highway. 

Pani enjoys an _ excellent rep 
among New York restaurant men. 
One claim to fame is that Pani was 
the first to grow and _ introduce 
broccolito to the metropolitan gour- 
mets. 


Leah Ray Wins Out in 
L. A. Ambassador’s Suit 


Galveston, July 3. 


Ambassador Hotel Co., Los An- 

geles, was denied injunction to pre- 
vent Leah Ray from singing with 
Phil Harris’ orchestra by district 
court here. Miss Ray is now appear- 
ing with Harris at the Hollywood 
Dinner club, and in weekly broad- 
casts over NBC on the Cutex pro- 
gram. Defense contended girl’s con- 
tract at $6,500 per year, ending Dec. 
31, 1933, with hotel company was 
void because it was signed by a mi- 
nor. Counsel for the hotel company 
gave notice of appeal. 
Miss Ray jumped her contract 
when denied the opportunity to sing 
with Abe Lyman's orchestra, which 
succeeded Harris ai the hotel’s Co- 
coanut Grove. She appeared in court 
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. E. 
Hubbard. 


Moss Wanted Pay-Off 
In Advance, Walks Out. 


Joe Moss walked from the El Pa- 
tio, Valley Stream, L. I., roaderie, 
the night following his opening last 
Thursday (29) due to alleged finan- 
cial difficulties. 

Arrangement called for paying 
him off, says the bandman, two 
nights in advance. When the sec- 
ohd advance wasn’t forthcoming by 
closing Thursday, Moss avers he 
made it his final exit. 


Naw Faces at Simplon 


Clark and DeLys are now the fea- 




















York, succeeding the Yacht Club 
Boys who have been at the nitery 
all year. Larry Siry’s dance band 
remains. 

Vivian Vance from the Simplon 
goes into the Forrest club, New Or- 
leans. Yachters are slated for the 
Piping Rock, Saratoga, in August. 





NEW JOINTS. 


From Pavilion Royale to Hotel 
Pierre Roof Starting With Bands 








A flock of new nite spots in and 
around New York, with new shows. 
Guy Lombardo returned with hts 


the Merrick road, L. I., no couvert, 
$1.50 and $2 dinners. 

Hotel Pierre roof inducted Henry 
King’s orchestra June 29 with 
Dario and Diane, dancers, Ernest 
Charles and Barbara Blane in sup- 
port. 

New show at the swank Embassy 
club now holds Gloria Grafton, 
Marguerite and LeRoy, dancers; 
Jane Vance and Ben Glaser orches- 
tra. 

Gus Van’s Harbor Inn at Rock- 
away Park, L. IL, has Van and 
Howard Deighton’s ‘Eye Dears’ 
revue, with Denniker-King orches- 
tra, at no couvert and 85c to $1.75 
plate and table d’hote dinners, 





Roy Groff, Suicide 


Cincinnati, July 32. 
No job and other worries caused 
Ray Groff, violinist, formerly with 
the Cincy 
orks, to end his life in a leap from 
the 11th floor of the Enquirer Bldg. 
The following morning five offers 
of positions were continued in let- 
ter: s addressed to Groff, who lived at 





tures at the Club Simplon, New|’ 


orchestra to the Pavilion Royal on|' 


and Detroit Symphony | 


JACK ROBBINS — 
ON ASCAP BD,? 


Jack Robbins is the proposed suc. 
cessor to Edgar F. Bitner, resigned, 
on: the board of the American so. 
ciety. It is deemed very likely, a}. 
though it will be a surprise to the 
trade. Robbins’ well-known re. 
calcitrancy has kept him away from 
administrative matters of the 
ASCAP for many years despite his 
high standing as a music publisher, 

Accordingly, Robbins sitting in 
with the powers-that-be of the So- 
ciety is quite unusual within the 
trade, although the standing of hig 
firm would warrant it. 

Bitner (Feist’s) resigned volun- 
tarily after sundry tiffs with the 
members, dating back to last win- 
ter when, at the annual meeting of 
the ASCAP, Billy Rose, songwriter, 
openly criticized the Society and its 





and a music man, took umbrage and 
offered to resign then and there, 
His resignation. was rejected, but 
the Feist v.-p. and general manager 
has since lost his enthusiasm for 
Society affairs. 

This strained feeling within re- 
volves over a feeling that a seif- 
perpetuating board has not done 
right by the rank and file of the 
industry. 

Rose, for example, a Class A 
songwriter who earned heavy roy- 
alties sufficient to start’ him as a 
legit producer of musical shows, 
offered himself as an example, at 
the time, of how careless the class- 
ification committee of the Society 
had been, in that he was still col- 
lecting Class A royalty money from 
the ASCAP. Rose felt that he didn’t 
rate such top money consideration 
in view of his lessened pop song 
output, necessitated through his in- 
creased concern with his stage pro- 
ductions. 


$8, 000 ON 2 NIGHTS 
AT JERSEY CLUB 


Ross Fenton Farms on the Jer- 
sey shore which Ralph Maurice 
(former Maurice Abrahams, cloak- 
room concessionaire) has. taken 
over from Frank Ford grossed $8,-« 
000 on two nights last week. 

It is holding over. Fannie Bricee 
Eddy Duchin orchestra for the July 
4th week-end for five more days. 

Some 1,800 people attended in 
those two nights against 650 people 
the same two nights a year ago. 

With Miss Brice and the band 
are Donna and Medranno., 


SARATOGA MAY BE OK 


So Sounds for This Summer 
Setting Expensive Floor Shows 

















Saratoga seems to be pretty well 
set for the August racing season, 
with the word going out that 
there won't be much trouble. 

So far only Al Howard, who 
owns the Embassy club, New York, 
ihas his show at the Piping Rock 
‘set. It’s an expensive entertain- 
ment for the month headed by 
Helen Morgan at. $2,000; Yacht 
.Club Boys, who just closed at the 
Simplon club, New York, at 
‘$1,750; Henry King _ orchestra, 
$1,400; Goday’s Tango band, $500, 
and Olive Brady and a dance part- 
ner. 

The Brook, Arrowhead or Lido 
Venice aren't set yet as to their 
.type of shows. 

Of recent. years, owing to the 
stringent embargo on gambling, 
etc, none of the managements 
dared splurge on big shows, sav® 
for an occasional name dance 
band. 





Rockwell’s Bad Spill 


Tommy Rockwell, of Mills- Rock- 
well, injured in a motorboat spill, 
isn’t fully recovered and ©¢: annot 
make the Hollywood trek with Jack 

tobbins. Latter shoves off this 
week, but will stall in Chieago see- 
ing acts, bands, etc., for several 
days. 

Roekwell may join him there and 
both ‘continue to the coast. 





Rob “Vison and orchestra from 
Cleveland _ opened = new Terrace 
Garden at Thomas Jefferson hotel, 





Chilo, O., near here, He was 45, 


Birmingham. 
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administration. Bitner, who is high-, 
ly regarded as a business executive 
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Phonograph Discs Are Now Liability 





For Name Bands—Made Too Common 


eae See : 


Where records meant something 
financially and in prestige for an 
artist, they are now a liability to 
a recording artist, particularly if 
of any prominence. 

Manner in which the hinterland 
gtations play and re-play name 
bands’ records on slipshod radio 
programs is forcing some of. the ar- 
tists to abjure the prestige of mak- 
ing phonograph disks of the latest 
tunes, hoping that thus they will 
not be etherized by the cut-rate 
tire, grocery, patent medicine, for- 
tune teller and kindred type of 
boob- catching radio commercial 
advertisers. 

This type of sponsor relies almost 
wholly on a program of Paul White- 
man’s records, or Guy Lombardo’s 
records, etc., to make up a program. 
While forced by the Federal Radio 
Commission to announce that these 
are records, the sole announcement 
usually runs something like this: 
‘We will now offer a half hour of 
John Doe’s dance orchestra, elec- 
trically recorded, playing for you 
the latest Broadway hits through 
the courtesy of the Blotz. Beauty 
Parlors where a marcel can be had 
for,’ etc. 

Liberty 

The recording companies are baf- 
They have 
printed on the labels a warning 
that ‘this disk is not licensed for 
broadcasting purposes,’ but it has 
been held that the purchase of the 
record for 75c implies a warranty 
for the purchaser to do anything he 
will with it. 

The song copyright owner cannot 
join with the recording companies 
in any test case because the sta- 
tions are licensed to the ASCAP for 
the privilege of publicly performing 
all copyright music, whether on a 
record or otherwise. 


BERLIN AFTER 50-50 
DEAL AT RADIO, UA 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Dave Dreyer has returned to New 
York to complete details on pub- 
lishing deals between Berlin, Inc., 
and Radio and United Artists stu- 
dios. 

Negotiations call for the forma- 
tion of subsidiary companies for 
Radio and each of the productrs 
releasing through United Artists 
with Berlin holding half of the 
stock in each. 

Expected that Dreyer will be back 
here in a month, 





Apply Industry Control 
Idea to Ditty Selling 


Los Angeles, July 3. 

Joe Skilton, traveling representa- 
tive for G. Schirmer, arrives here 
this week and will be approached 
by local music dealers who are 
anxious to work out some. stabiliz- 
ing measure for sheet music sale on 
the coast. 

Schirmer has a store locally and 
the dealers think that the present 
situation can be adjusted to beneit 
all concerned if the government’s 
industrial control idea is applied io 
eonditions here. 





Complete Their Merger 


T.os Angeles, July 3. 

Merger of the Preeman and Mat- 
thew: music ‘companies has been 
completed. As a result, L. B. Mat- 
thews moves from his present loca- 
tion in the Birkel Music Co. build- 
ing in the next two weeks to the 
Preeman- Matthews store. 

Jobbing house retains John De 
Keyser and Ray Wesner of Pree- 
man’s, and Frank R. Godwin of 
Matthews’ as department heads. 


Bestor on Lake 


Bestor’s will be the oreches- 
tra on the Show Boat plying Lake 


Don 


George, N. Y., this summer until 
starting on the renewed Nestle 
Dbrogram over NBC in August 
Bestor suc eceds Phil Spitainy’s or- 
chestra’ on the chocolate show. 
Ethel Shutta and Watter O'Keefe 
ave co-attractions 

_Bestor closed at the Hotel New 
a aener, Barney Rapp sueceeding 
tit 


> 








INDUSTRIAL PEP TALKS 





New Source of Revenue for RCA 
Victor Recording Dept. 


Chicago, July 3. 

Increasingly ‘important to RCA 
Victor as a source of revenue is the 
making of a regular schedule of 
phonograph records to be used in- 
dustrially. At present the Chicago 
branch headed by E. W. Young is 
cutting 37 discs for General Outdoor 
Advertising each week, 75 for the 
Independent Grocers Alliance, anda 
varying number to be used with 
stereopticon stills for the Visomatic 
Corp. 

General Outdoor record is made 
regularly on Tuesday from copy 
provided by the company and des- 
tined to be heard the following 
Monday at 37 sales meetings in that 
many cities throughout the country. 


K. C.’S BULLISH NITE 
LIFE BOOMS MUSICIANS 


Kansas City, July 3. 

Night chibs, dinner clubs, dance 
clubs, big, little and indifferent, are 
being opened all over the town and 
its suburbs. Promoters are all set 
on making a killing with the new 
beer, but there will be many dis- 
appointments as price cutting has 
already commenced and taxi driv- 
ers report that they are receiving 
practically no benefit from the night 
places. 

The musicians, however, are get- 
ting a break as nearly all of the 
clubs are using orchestras, and a 
number are offering pretentious 
floor shows. Slot-machines get a 
nice play and open gambling can 
be found at some of the places. In 
fact the town is wider open than for 
years, 

One of the newest big ones. The 
Cotton Club, made its debut last 
week at 101 and Holmes streets, 
and that’s a long ways out. Max- 
well McGregor is the manager. It 
boasts of the largest cabaret and 
dance floor in town and also has 
a spacious lawn and wide veranda, 
making accommodations for 800 
guests. Don R. Torres directs the 
band and Johnny O’Connor is the 
m, ¢c. 

Nearly as far out, at 91 stree: 
and Prospect newly opened Yacht 
club where Hank Lishin and his 
Columbia Broadcasting orchestra 
keep ’em stepping. Red Fields is 
director of the floor show which 
has Helen Savage, Charlotte Van 
Day and a good looking dancing 
chorus. Nice dance floor and no 
couvert charge. In fact there is no 
couvert charge at most of the legiti- 
mate places and the tariff for food 
and drink is no higher, and in some 
places lower, than downtown. 

A popular close-in place is the 
Silver Slipper. Vic Allen produces 
the shows and last week offered 
the Honey Sisters, Carol Chappele, 
Ken Wilmarth, working in front of 
a snappy band. 

Sni-a-Bar Gardens, several miles 
‘towards St. Louis, continues to be 


a popular resort and offers a nice 
evening’s entertainment. 

Kathryn Duffy’s ‘Fresh Faces 
company has been there for sey- 
eral weeks. Show consists of 15 
people including Fern Lewis, Anna 
May and Jonnie Haymes, Emil 
Zarek and Joan Johnson. Close to 


the theatrical district is the Club 
Frolics, operated by Johnny Flynn 
and Tommy Dixon. Murray Stat- 
ler’s band from Omaha is feature) 
and five acts of vaudeville given 
on the floor. The place is getting 
a nice play. Closeby is the Club 
Leisure, where ‘Shag’ Uhles is host, 
and where Mark Ehart’s band is 
a feature 





Birmingham, July 3 
Night elubs are becoming thick- 
er around Birmingham than demo- 


crats. With the Rocky Ridge Club 
opening last week the total has 
jumped to four. All are doing a 
fair business. 

Rocky Ridge is being opened by 


George M. Collum and is giving two 


floor shows nightly -with $I per 
couple cove! charge Highland 
Park Casino was the first to open 

For years Birmingham did not 


have a night club of any sort. Club 
Florentine was one of few to be- 
come a success Professional ta- 


lent is being used at the clubs 














Dubious Victory? 





Chicago, July 3. 
Music Publishers’ baseball 
team, which played about 15 
games last year, failed to or- 


ganize this summer. Excep- 
tionally hot June evidently 
sweated the athletic notions 


out of the boys. 

However, last year the Music 
Publishers team may have been 
too good. Most of the games 
were played with orchestras 
and the publishers had a habit 
of defeating the bandsmen, It 
may have interfered with the 
plugs. 


Like the Goed O!’ Days, 
Milwaukee’s Musical 
Berr Garden Concerts 


Milwaukee, July 3. 

Milwaukee’s Philharmonic or- 
chestra, which has just completed 
its regular season of concerts at 
the Alhambra under the direction 
of Frank Laird Waller, is now be- 
ing heard in the city’s first sum- 
mer symphony programs at the 
Eagles club. The purpose of the 
concerts is'to tide over the mem- 
bers of the orchestra during the 
dull summer months, to give those 
in search of good music a place to 
hear it and to establish in Viennese 
garden atmosphere a real show 
place for local people to take world 
fair guests who may wander up to 
see the beer city. 

In true Milwaukee style there are 
numerous tables surrounding the 
main seat sections where the stuff 
that made Milwaukee famous can be 
had at the custoMary price. The 
kind of a comfortable garden we 
have seen in European pictures but 
which has long been absent from 
the local scene. 

Waller directs lighter classes. 
After the regular symphonic pro- 
grams on Thursdays Raymond 
Brown leads the dance numbers. 
During the other days of the week 
35 musicians under Brown play 
dance music and light classics. All 
for a 25ce general admission. 


Jack Mills Adds Another 
Catlog; Going to Coast 


Jack Mills has taken over the 
eatalog of the Lewis Publishing Co. 
and added it to the Mills Music, 
Inc., list. Lew Schlessinger headed 
the Lewis outfit. Included in its 
library were the scores from Colum- 
bia Pictures musicals turned out 
during the previous screen talk and 
tune cycle. 

Mills leaves this Friday (7) with 
the missus for the Coast, with the 
intention of combining a vacation 
with a look-in on musical contact 
possibilities around the studios, 


























Big Bands Digging Out Around $500 
Monthly from Pubs 





4 
CHANGED CHORUS 


‘Hold Your Man’ Now Okay for Air 
and Film 





Before Jack Robbins left for Hol- 
lywood to assume new duties with 
Metro in the studio, his Robbins 
Music Corp.’s publication of Jean 
Harlow's song, ‘Hold Your Man,’ 
was sapolioed to conform with the 
dictates of the radio executives. 
Larry Lowman of CBS accordingly 
passed ‘Holc Your Man’ (theme 
song from Metro’s Harlow-Gable 
film of the same name) for radio 
broadcasting. John Royal of NBC, 
who had similarly balked, is like- 
wise reconsidering the matter. 

The chorus only met with disap- 
proval. 


WORLD DISC RIGHTS GO 
WITH SALE, COURT HOLD 


The effect of the decision against 
Thomas M. MacFarlane (profes- 
sionally Sandy MacFarlane) in a 
suit for royalties against B. Davis 
& Co., Ltd., Australian music pub- 
lishers, is that unless a songwriter 
specifically reserves. territorial 
rights, the world rights are implied 
as having been granted. When Mac- 
Farlane signed with Brunswick for 
recordings, it didn’t limit Brunswick 
to any particular territory and 
hence Brunswick was justified in 
sublicensing the B. Davis company 
to make re-pressings of the records 
in Australia. 

IiacFarlane thought otherwise 
when he sued the Sydney firm for 
heavy royalties, computing his dam- 
age claim to run to £30,000 for 12 
songs which Davis marketed _in 
New South Wales. 

Julian T. Abeles, American at- 
torney for Davis, went to Boston 
to take the depositions of MacFar- 
lane, forwarding them to Sydney 
from whence a decision has just 
been returned in favor of B. Davis 
& Co., denying MacFarlane’s roy- 
alty infringement claims. 

Brunswick as the world copyright 
owner of the MacFarlane recordings 
was privileged to sub-license Davis 
to make impressions from an ex- 
ported master plate in the Antip- 
odes for local marketing. This is 
the first time this point on the in- 
ternational copyright aspects of a 
recording was threshed out, Attor- 
ney Ables cited the British copy- 
right act as authority for Davis and 
Brunswick’s legality, and was sus- 
tained through W. G. Forsyth, Da- 
vis’ solicitor in Sydney, upon trial. 








Music Future Not Rosy 


The entire Tin Pan Alley map may 
Unless something radical happens to help the na- 


new season arrives. 


tion’s music makers there may be few 
A topnotch publisher can’t continue doing t 
It costs him $1,000 a day to operate, taking in everything, in- 


schedule. 


cluding royalties. That’s $30,000 a 


It used to run up to $50,000 a month. 
business he 


If a publisher does $800 a day 
counting on the income fr@m the 
around $32,000 annually, which, pro 
lisher to break even. 
sale prices, is becoming 
copies at the 18c wholesale price. 

The fund of constantly new and 


. 


be radically changed before the 


left in the business by the fall. 
business under present 


month, or at the very least $20,000. 
has a chance to break, 


American Society. That averages 
rated over the year, permits a pub- 


But that $800 a day’s sale of sheet music, at whole- 
increasingly 


difficult. It means around 5,000 


popular music which the radio de- 


mands is making it increasingly difficult to reach any sizable sales on 


hits as they’re made. Hence, if the 


music business is to feed the ether, 


the publishers persist that radio must increase its returns to the tin pan 


alley creators. 


Better Spirit Needed 


In one breath the rank and file of the ASCAP feels that a spirit of cor- 
dial entente should obtain, as a means to insure a united front against 


that old debbil, Radio. Almost 
again, the usual squawks 


Society. 


in the 
against the 


same breath are aired, all over 
present administration of the 


The publishers particularly are particularly rankled by the egomania 


o B.C. 
Gene Buck—that he’s the best 


Mills, who talks the men down who pay his salary—and that of 
informed 


individual in the music indus- 


try’s relations with the radio and other music license payers, that certain 


caution and slow progression must obtain, etc 
paid officer, as president, is said to trail more or :ess with Mills. 


as the sole other 
Mean- 


Buck 


time the pubs, trying to work out their individual economic gsalvations, 


realize that they can’t 


be bothered too much with administrative or in- 


dustry-politico matters, as they must perforce turn out hits in order to 


maintain their ratings in 
major portion of income. 


But with the summer dog days here 


mean anything 
whereby the 


hit doesn’t 
sustenance 


story—a 
economic 


And with it arises the same old squawk about not 
a billion dollar business—radio—whose life blood is furnished by the 
being constantly drained and not suffi- | 


pan alleyites, who feel they are 
ciently succored 


the society 


publisher can 


from whence is derived the now 


again 


it's a repetition of the same 
the 


society must furnish the 
continue his business. 
getting enough from 
tin 


and 
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for Arrangements 


A foreign music publisher doesn’t 
want dance maestros to re-orches- 
trate his publications, as an alleged 
infringement of copyright, a move 
which is being watched with glee 
in America, 

In America this has been a head- 
ache for many years. It’s not only 
minimized the sales of orchestra- 
tions, but it’s lead the publisher to 
pay $25 to $50 to the leader for 
these special arrangements. 

The big bands around the country 
collect $25 an arrangement for at 
least 20 tunes a month, or $500. The 
average is usually higher. The 
bands, without thinking of any 
chiseling, argue that the quality of 
their music necessitates such spe- 
cial attention to the orchestrations. 

From the publishers’ viewpoint, if 
they pay for the arrangements, it 
guarantees good plugs, but the die- 
hards, who argue that they don’t 
pay (although, too often, it’s sus- 
pected that they are just as acqui- 
escent), maintain that if all the 
publishers give up, they'll all be 
back where they started. Since 
every leader will have a special ar- 
rangement of every tune in their 
books, it’]] mean the publisher must 
still fight to land a plug. 

The pay thing seems to be on the 
upbeat, particularly as regards the 
established bands on radio commer- 
cials. One leader is said to be draw- 
ing $100 a week to insure a con- 
sistent plug for a music publisher 
who frankly claims to have built 
himself ihrough the give-up sys- 
tem. This same pub pays any- 
where from $5 to $25 per plug, ac- 
cording to the artist and the sta- 
tion. 

Leaders Who Demand 

A publisher of a film musical is 
said to be giving up more than 
ordinarily because he wants to 
make a showing for the film com- 
pany on the number of radio plugs. 

The following are some leaders 
who make no bones about their de- 
mands for special orchestration at- 
tention as they will not play a 
printed arrangement, and the pub- 
lishers must contribute $25 a tune 
for the special orchestrations: 
Harry Horlick for his A&P Gypsies, 
Olsen, Osborne, Lopez, Bestor, 
Lown, Bernie, Pollack, Cummins, 
Kemp, et al. 


ROBBINS SONG PICKER 
FOR METRO PICTURES 


Jack Robbins left for Culver City 
to take up duties next week in the 
Metro studios, to sit in on musical 
‘film production and to contribute 
his ideas and experience as a pop- 
‘ular song picker for benefit of film 
boxoffice. Robbins has long con- 
tended that pop songs, if properly 
incorporated in films, can be made 
potent b.o. material, and at the 
same time prove commercial for 
the usual song publication, 

Robbins closed his deal with J, 
Robert Rubin, the Loew’s-Metro 








v-p. in New York, providing for 
mutual termination, at will. While 
at the studio Robbins will draw $500 
a week and $200 from his Robbins 
Music Corp., latter figure repre- 
senting a voluntary 50% salary cut, 
during his absence at the studio. 
This allows for a larger profes- 
sional staff budget through Rob- 
bins having recently put on Mack 
10ldman, Joe Santly and other 
high-powered radio act landers. 
Jack Bregman will be general 
manager of Robbins Music Corp. 
during the executive v.p.’s absence 
in California. 











The Philadelphia favorite 


BILLY HAYS , 
and his Orchestra 


supplying rhythms of the 
moment and tunes of the 
times at the La Casa Res 





taurant and broadcasting 
via CBS. Naturally they 
are featuring: 

“Hold Me” 


“Sweetheart Darlin’ ”’ 

“Love Songs of the Nile’ 

‘“‘Hold Your Man’’ 

“Let’s Make Up’”’ 

“i'm Thru Saying t'm Thru’’ | 


ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
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NY’s Mayor Agrees with ABA That 
Dept. Heads Stop Begging Actors 





Assistant District Attorney John 
J. Sullivan and the Actors’ Better- 
ment Association this week will at- 
tempt to hang up their 45th con- 
viction in less than three months of 
campaigning against benefit rack- 
eteering in New York. The ABA- 
Sullivan case against ‘Major’ Edith 
Ward comes up in East 57th street 
court tomorrow (5) before Magis- 
trate Jonah Goldstein. 

Record since the first arrest on 
April 11 is 44 convictions out of 55 
attempts. The charge against ‘Ma- 
jor’ Ward, treasurer of the Actors’ 
Memorial Foundation, is the usual 
one of soliciting funds without a 
license. In the first hearing before 
Judge Goldstein last week it was 
charged Miss Ward and the Founda- 
tion used the names of prominent 
actors without permission, stating 
the funds would go toward a me- 
morial for actors. Salesmen were 
alleged to have been paid 50% com- 
mission to bring in the coin, 

Daniel Frohma:., testifying against 
Miss Ward, said, ‘The needy actor 
wants food, clothes and a place to 
stay—not a memorial.’ 

Pronounciation 


Miss Ward admitted having an 
office boy sign Helen Morgan's name 
to letters of solicitation, but her at- 
torney contended this was done by 
Miss Morgan's authorization. It was 
also testified one of the phone so- 
licitors called himself Coyen Ter- 
rell, and that if anybody on the 
other end thought he said Conway 
Tearle, he wouldn't object. 

Last week « delegation from the 
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GREAT BUSINESS! 


R.K.O. Coliseum, New York 
(This Week, July 1) 


GENE 
DENNIS 


The World’s Most Famous 
Psychic 


NOW BOOKING 


FALL ENGAGEMENTS 


AL BURKS 
Personal Managor 


MILES INGALLS 
Representative 


CURTIS & ALLEN AGENCY 
Palace Theatre Bidg., New York 








ABA called on Mayor O'Brien at 
City Hall to request the Mayor to 
ask heads of the various city de- 
partments not to ask actors to ap- 
pear gratis at clubs and other af- 
fairs. The Mayor said he would 
send a letter out to that effect, and 
also present the actors’ case in a 
public speech when he gets the op- 
portunity to slip it in. 

The ABA's eventual aim is to col- 

lect 25% of the proceeds from all 
benefit shows in which its members 
appear, and to disburse this money 
among the various theatrical char- 
ities. So far it has collected on only 
two shows, but expects to have the 
means for 100% coverage estab- 
lished by fall. Meanwhile the mem- 
bership card gives a lot of actors an 
aibi and opportunity to decline 
which they never had before when 
approached by a politician or pro- 
moter. 
Sullivan says the average per- 
centage of proceeds from benefit 
shows that finds its way to the 
charity in whose name the show is 
promoted is 28%. The promoters 
usualy wind up with 72% for them- 
selves. The actors who make the 
benefit possible get nothing. 


Quibbling Delays Vaude 


San Diego, Cal., July 3. 
Contemplated combination week 
of vaude here and in two Imperial 
valley towns in Fox West Coast 


houses has received a temporary 
setback, through inability of circuit 
execs to come to an agreement with 
unions. 

Intention was to play the vaude 
shows here three or four days, with 
two days in El Centro and one day 
in Calexico. 


6 RKO Wks. Left 


Providence goes straight pictures 
July 15, reducing the RKO vaude 
book by another fuli week. 

Total RKO playing time shrinks 
to six weeks. 

















Grabs Date on Wing 


San Francisco, July 3. 


Colored show, ‘Change Your 
Luck,’ opened at the Capitol Sun- 
day (2), supplanting the burlesque 
that’s been in for several years. 
Show was supposed to go into the 
Golden Gate for RKO, but a 12-day 
layoff facing the troupe caused ’em 
to talk business with Johnny Gold- 
smith, who booked ‘em for four 
weeks in the Capitol. 

Curtis Mosby’s band, Alex Love- 
joy, Floy Washington and others in 
the cast. Two bits top. 




















f 








BRyant 9-7800 








Marcus 
BOOKING AGENCY 
‘General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST- 
NEW YORK CITY 





J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 
i cee 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 


RES 


Loew 












































New Acts 


‘GOING TO TOWN’ 
Tab Starring Bill 
Ward 
Fox, Detroit 
All colored show built for picture 
house consumption and playing the 
Fox here. Starring Bill Robinson 
and Ada Ward. Carrying a line of 
16 girls, Pearl Baines, Jimmie 
Basquette, Swan and Lee, Harry 
Swanagan and the Russell Woodin 


Choir. 

Show has everything but comedy. 
Also the choir is used little. Show 
as played here seems slow but still 
the audience reaction was plenty 
favorable. 

With Robinson as the star, show 
has good dancing and with two out- 
standing numbers from the Cotton 
Club Parade, ‘Stormy Weather’ and 
‘As Happy As the Day Is Long’ the 
music is okay. Ada Brown does al- 
right but needs the ‘Stormy 
Weather’ number to really get over. 
Show suffers from the inability of 
Swan and Lee to be funny. One 
scene (prison) might easily be elim- 
inated. The other, using a skeleton, 
is plenty hackneyed. 

Bill Robinson offers his usual 
dancing and a few gags that are 
well chosen. With lots of salesman- 
ship he could walk through his 
routine but doesn’t. Using a routine 
that can compare with any of them 
he had the audience all the time he 
worked. 

The choir seemed all right but 
didn’t do much in the line of singing 
with the exception of the opening 
number that was not enough of a 
build up. 

Show might put a nice spiritual 
number in the spot now held by the 
Swan and Lee prison scene, 
Outstanding as usual was the 
piano playing of Harry Swanagan. 
In addition to playing piano and 
straight for Ada Brown he also 
played in the pit for Robinson. Both 
outstanding. 

Show is a lot of flash with Robin- 
son and should be able to pick up a 
few dollars here and there, Lee. 


Robinson, Ada 





ANN PRITCHARD CO. (4) 

Song and Dance Revue 

15 Mins.; Four (Special) 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Ann Pritchard has been around 
with flash acts before. This time 
Jack Goldie in tails and topper is 
the sole male in the act, with the 


cute Sibley Sisters, a couple of kids, 
aiding with concerted stepology 
which evidences intensive applica- 
tion to their routines. Couldn't 
have had much practical experience 
from their appearance. The Sibley 
girls probably aren’t sisters, actu- 
ally, either; anyway, their stuff is 
contrasting. The brunet has more 
style and personality, but the 
blonde, who appears to be in her 
early ‘teens, is a neater stepper. 
There is also a femme pianist. 
Goldie is Miss Pritchard’s vis-a- 
vis, working exceedingly hard, as 
do the Sibleys. Miss Pritchard does 
some solo stepping and doubles op- 
posite Goldie, not distinguishing 
herself particularly. The whirling 
ballet number somehow doesn’t get 
started. Maybe that costuming is 
wrong; it doesn't quite register. 
The pianiste throughout sits at 
the baby grand and takes her ivo- 
ries yery seriously; seems to be 
reading from manuscript all the 
while. She could lighten it. 

For the people and the grade, it’s 
a good enough flash, probably not 
going over the budget and shaping 
up fairly well. Abel. 


HARMON and CLAXTON 
Comedy 

15 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Josephine Harmon and Connie 
Claxton may have been around for 
some time. Miss Harmon certainly 
has, in single and duo, chiefly with 
Georgia Sands as pianologist. Miss 
Claxton this time is a _ crossfire 
straight and general foil for Miss 
Harmon’s energetic funstering. 

Backdrop is a Hollywood studio. 
Both have been layoffs too long. 
Jo squawks about the boycotting on 
her stomach. Miss Claxton, a nice 
blonde looker, lands a job and they 
rehearse a scene. Talk is mixed 
up with special song material. 

In the trey on this five-act layout 
the girls did plenty okay. Abel. 





DeLONG TRIO 

Acrobatic 

4 Mins.; Two 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Three nice-looking girls in acro- 
contortive routine. Some interest- 
ing formations, with a three-high 
announced trick as the topper-offer. 
The contortive stuff on a _ step- 
ladder platform is neatly done and 
with dispatch, sans any gruesome- 
ness, but in smooth, matter-of- 
course manner, 


Girls are all nice and slim, in- 
cluding the understander as well. 
Femininity of personnel and the 


type of work make them a bit 
different as openers. No stalling, 
and they’re off in four and a half 











PUBLIX’ N. W. 





Minneapolis, July 38. 


Vaudeville has failed to stand up 
in the northwest Publix circuit 
spots where tried and goes out, 
temporarily at least, next month. 

John J. Friedl, Publix, has not 
lost faith in it and probably will 
bring it back in the fall. He be- 
lieves that the policy was installed 
too soon, in the record-breakirg 
hot weather. 


In the Twin Cities, Friedl is giv- 
ing his pit show policy an ex- 


He has a corking pit orchestra, a 
couple of singers and an occa- 
sional stage name act. The policy, 
supplementing the cream of pic- 
tures, has been very well received, 
but business is considerably below 
what the entertainment merits, due 
to the heat and other adverse trade 
factors. 


Ellington Tryng South 


Duke Ellington will follow Cab 
Calloway into the Texan theatre 
territory which Paul Short books 
out of Dallas, taking in six towns 
and as many theatres, mostly ex- 
Publix stands which have been 
turned back. Calloway recently set 
a precedent for a colored band to 
click heavily tn the south, when 
playing the Interstate houses. 
Ellington band with Irving Mills 
of Mills-Rockwell, managers for 
both colored attractions, returns 
from London in July. Ellington has 
been doing big in London and is 
currently in Liverpool. 


Benny’s Fast Start 


Chicago, July 3. 


A $3,500 opening day Friday 
(30), breaking the house record for 
that day of the week, indicated a 
$25,000-$30,000 week for the Palace 
with the Jack Benny-Frances Wil- 
liams-Jans and Whalen unit show. 

Show is in on a $5,000 guarantee 
and a split over $20,000. It may 
walk out with $9,500 on the week. 

It has four more middle western 
RKO weeks following the Palace. 

















DEER IN STAGE REVUE 


‘Forest Nights,’ for 
Vaude 





Animals, in 





Roy Hall's third revue will be 
‘Forest Knights,’ based on the for- 
est scenes from ‘As You Like It,’ 
but a long way after Shakespeare. 
For a novelty six deer will be seen 
on the stage. 

Niaomi Kalea will have the lead 
and included in the cast will be 
Louis Hadmore, John Prince, Maye 
Tomlin, Thos. Clifford and Louise 
Hayden. Chorus will consist of 12 
male voices and 16 dancers. All 
told there will be 38 people in the 
revue, which will be offered in the 
vaude and picture houses. 





F&M Hub Splurge 


Harry Gourfain is going in for 
big shows booked by F&M for the 
Publix Metropolitan, Boston, with 
Harry Reser’s Clicquot Club Es- 
kimos constituting a new face for 
the stage on their debut July 21. 
Evelyn Brent and Harry Fox are 
another combo for the Met on July 
7 with a big show built around them. 
Unit will labeled ‘Hotel Syncopa- 
tion.” Brent and Fox are in for 
$2,500 plus percentage. 





Colored Floor Show’s Tour 


Cotton Club floor show from the 
Harlem cabaret is going out again 
with a new band, Mills Musical 
Playboys. Ethel Waters is retained 
with it for some Loew theatre book- 
ings. 

Duke Ellington’s was recently with 
Miss Waters on the theatre tour. 





Commish by Default 


Lou Irwin, who sued Russ 
Columbo, now on the coast, for 
around $1,250 commission on the 
latter's Woodmansten Inn, New 
York, roadhouse engagement last 
summer, has been given judgment 
by default 





minutes Abet 


VAUDE'S OUT 


tended try-out at the State, here. | 





FARIEFG 
FEW 





EXPERIENCED 
MANAGERS 


—Chain System Responsible— 
etc., etc.; etc. 


and here is One of the 
BEST of the FEW EXPE- 
RIENCED MGRS. 


AT LIBERTY 


which means in theatre 
parlance 


1 AM OUT OF A JOB 


THE ANSWER TO YOUR DIF.- 
FICULTIES AND MINE 1S A 
“JOIN AT ONCE” TELEGRAM 





LOOK! at this SHOW- 
MAN’S EXPERIENCE and 
BACKGROUND 


16 years’ experience, ranging from 
Treasurer, Auditor, Contracting 
Agent, Railroad Contractor to 
Manager with the leading Amer- 
ican Cireuses. 4 Seasons prior to 
1927 Assistant Treasurer with 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Greatest Show on Earth. 


1927-1930 Manager Ritz Theatre, 
Birmingham, Ala., Combination 
Vaude-Film House. Operated by 
Interstate Amusement Co., until 
1929, then sold to RKO. After 
topping all house records in profit 
percentage over entire RKO Cir- 
cuit by over 200% better than the 
next in line which was the Palace, 
Chicago (see Voice of RKO, issue 
of Feb., 1931), was run away by ‘ 
super-showmen because of dif- 
ferences of opinion. 


1931, Manager Alabama Theatre, 
Birmingham, Ala. one of the ten 
$1,000,000 Publix palaces built in 
1927. Combination Vaude-Film 
policy playing RKO Intact Units. 
Was subject of editorial in Sam 
Katz’ column (see Publix Opinion, 
Dec., 1931) for Exploitation Ex- 
traordinary that got* house better 
than 16,009 on the week in a eix- 
day town the week before Christ- 
mas. The average business of the 
house was around $9,500. Super- 
showmen discharged me the next 
week, 

1932-1933 up to now I dislike to 
mention. 








Not a bad record and I am still a 
young guy of 42 summers and a 
TOUGH WINTER IN 1932-33 


A Showman who understands 
people—Peoplo who make Profits 
Possible. 





The theatre Reaver managed was 
the BEST date on the whole 
RKO route. ASK ANY BIG 
TIME ACT? 





WRITE, WIRE OR PHONE 


Vernon Reaver 


1243 West 30th Street 


Des Moines, lowa 


Telephone 5-5952 








Louis K. Wasser acted for Irwin. 
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Par Receivers Resented Salary 
Pact Ties; Chains Booking Own 
Theatres Again, No ?’s Asked 





+ 

While the bookers went through 
the motions of holding a meeting 
last week, thereby keeping the 
gemblance of a salary agreement 
and vaudeville booking pact alive, 
the agreement to all intents and 
purposes has ceased to exist. In- 
structions to the booking offices 
from the circuits’ theatre heads 
have been to disregard the agree- 
ment and go ahead with their book- 
ing and salary setting without ask- 
ing quotations or any outsiders’ 
permission. 

With the reins off, the major cir- 
cuit bookers are now booking their 
own shows again and once more 
talking real money with actors and 
agents. One booker declared that 
for a couple of weeks the former 
agreement’s participants will pro- 
ceed with some caution as far as 
again spending heavy money is con- 
cerned, but that within another 
month or so the big coin will be 
back. 

The bookers say the only way to 
prevent the return of salaries which 
they believe were disproportionate 
is through the bookers’ own judg- 
ment and self-restraint, but with 
competition to be stiffer than ever 
next season, no solution to the sal- 
ary problem is anticipated from 
that end, 


Pact Salary Doubled 

Publix’ boeking of Burns and Al- 
len for the Paramount, New York, 
at $3,500, double the $1,750 salary 
set for them under the four-circuit 
agreement, which was responsible 
for the circuits splitting last week, 
is still burning up the three other 
chains. RKO recently lost the act 
on a $1,750 offer and Loew holds a 
two-week contract at $2,500 per, 
which it wants Burns and Allen to 
play out at a cut. Loew refused to 
meet the Par’s offer. 

Loew, RKO and Warners deliv- 
ered an ultimatum to Publix to ef- 
fect that if the $3,500 Burns and 
Allen date went through the agree- 
ment would be declared off. Publix 
refused to cancel it, stating the the- 
atres are in receivership and that 
the receivers desire to run their 
own theatres without dictation 
from opposition circuits. 

If Publix wants to break its 
word by hiding behind a receiver- 
ship, there’s nothing we can do 
about it,’ declared Harold B. 
Franklin. ‘RKO is booking the 
shows and acts it wants and is not 
affected by any agreements,’ he 
stated, by way of stating the pact 
is officially off and out, 


BABY HENDERSON, NOW 
16, KILLED BY BOLT 


Philadelphia, July 3. 

Baby Henderson, child vaude- 
villian, was killed on the street 
here Wednesday (28) during a se- 
vere electrical storm. She was re- 
turning home from a neighborhood 
picture show when a bolt of light- 
ning struck a high tension wire 
ever her head. 

Baby Henderson was 16, having 
just graduated from high school a 
week ago. She was on the stage 
since four years old, playing all the 
circuits in musica] acts and as a 
single. 











KELLER SISTERS HURT 


Both Girls Injured When Auto Hits 
Truck in N. J. 








Keller Sisters (Keller Sisters and 
Lynch) were injured Friday (30) in 
an auto smashup near Highland, 
N. J., while jumping from Wash- 
ington to New York. They were on 
an all-night drive to make the cur- 


rent week’s show at Loew’s State, 
New York. 
Seven stitches were taken in 


Taddy Keller’s forehead, just over 


the eye. Nan Keller lost all her 
teeth. Frank Lynch was badly 
bruised. The girls were taken to 


hospital and 
York, where 


the Elizabeth, 
transferred to 
they’re at home. 

A non-pro Washington friend of 
the trio, who was driving, struck a 
telegraph pole in attempting to 
avoid a truck, 

Aunt Jemima (Tess Gardeila) re- 
placed the act on the State’s bill. 


. oa 
New 





| basis. 





One Answer 





Los Angeles, July 3. 

The Westlake, F-WC house 
here, played five stage acts and 
band one day (mat. and night) 
at a total outlay of $75 for 
the show. This comprised a 
10-piece orchestra, dancing 
sextet, two double teams and 
two singles, total of 22 people. 

Another of the circuit’s house 
managers saw a near-capacity 
house for the show. He called 
up the booker and offered him 
$20 for a similar outfit for his 
house for one day. 


NO RKO AGENTS 
CUT TILL FALL 


RKO booking office has decided 
to let the agents’ problem hold over 
as is for the summer. The cutting 
won't happen until fall, if at all, and 
then only if found necessary. 

Trouble was anticipated prior to 
last week’s moving of the booking 
office to smaller quarters on the 
llth floor of the RKO building in 
Radio City, with the bookers figur- 
ing lack of space would cause con- 
fusion and crowding. But a new 
rule limiting the number of agents 
on the floor to one from any one of- 
fice at a time prevented the ex- 
pected rush-hour subway crush. 

Another new system designed to 
relieve the bookers is also in effect. 
With the bookers all in private of- 
fices now, they are seeing the agents 
one at a time. It’s easier on the 
bookers than the agents, because if 
an agent doesn’t happen to be on 
the spot when a spot is open, the 
chances are he’ll miss it. 

There are about 100 agents oper- 
ating under the 60 franchises, but 
the condition of the books keeps 
them away from the floor most of 
the time. 


$790 PLANE FARE TOO 
STRONG FOR ONE WEEK 


Baltimore, July 3. 

Senator Murphy traded one week 
at the Ambassador, St. Louis, for 
six week’s for Loew opening at 
Jersey City, July 14. Will play the 
Loew’s Century here week of Aug. 
14, : 

Just 15 minutes kept Murphy 
from accepting the Ambassador 
date fer July 7, that quarter hour 
being the extra time needed for the 
plane to make the St. Louis-Jersey 
City hop. With a week looming 
like a year these days, Murphy fig- 
ured he could still save the week 
by chartering a plane, but tossed 
the idea when informed the fee 
would be $790. 























Lastfogels Returning 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Abel Lastfogel and Ruth Morris, 
of the William Morris agency, left 
here Saturday for New York by 
way of San Francisco. Eastern 
hop will be by air. Mrs. Lastfogel 
(Frances Arms) went along. 

Lastfogel returns here late in 
August for six weeks. No changes 
made in the local Morris office dur- 
ing his recent stay. 

Charles Wilshin, who came westa 
month ago to head the Jack Cur- 
tis agency here during the latter's 
absence in Europe, returns to New 





York this week. Expects to be 
back in two months, after winding 
up his affairs in the east. Gus 
Adams in charge for Curtis during 


the interim, 





DIAMOND ‘OPPOSITION’ 


Bergen Warns RKO Chi 
Agents—State-Lake Cause 


— 





Dick 





Chicago, July 3 

Bitly Diamond’s indie booking of- 
fice has been declared opposition by 
RKO. That Diamond will book the 
State-Lake in opposish to the RKO 
Palace when the former reopens 
July 23, is the reported cause. 

Dick Bergen, RKO’s’ western 
booker, called all the franchised 
Chicago agents in last week and ad- 
vised them of the deck ration. 


NO PAYOFFS BY CLUB 
BOOKERS INVESTIGATED 


New York club booking field is 
under investigation by the District 
Attorney’s office. Frank Harrigan, 
of the D.A.’s staff, commenced to 
ask questions this week. 

Investigation is the result of 
complaints against alleged gypping 
by club bookers. The usual 
charges, says Harrigan, most al- 
leging no payoff. 

All previous inquiries into the 
club business were impaired by the 
refusal of injured and complaining 
parties, generally actors, to testify 
when the cases reached court. Con- 
sidering current conditions and 
what little any gyp booker has to 
hold over a complainant’s head as 
a threat, Harrigan expects there 
won't be much trouble from that 
source this time, 


No License Charge 


Lew King, indie booker, was re- 
manded to Special Sessions when 
arraigned in East 57th street mag- 
istrate’s court, New York, last 
week, 

Charged with operating minus a 
license, 

















Mills Bros. Act Dependent 
On Brother’s Recovery 


Mills Bros.-Don Redman Band 
unit will not open for Loew’s in 
Baltimore July 7, but starts out the 
14th in Washington providiag John 
Mills of the Brothers act is fully 
recovered. Stricken in Chicago two 
months ago with penumonia, he has 
been convalescing in his home near 
Cincinnati, 

The colored roadshow unit is set 
for seven weeks with Loew’s and 
will play the scheduled second week 
last. Redman, who has been barn- 
storming New England with dance 
dates, will extend them until the 
opening. 


N. W. Vode Bookings 


Seattle, July 3. 

Marion Olive, Lewis Brothers, and 
The Daring Franklins, booked by 
Playland park, as special attrac- 
tions, twice daily indefinite. 

Ralph Birkenshaw six-piece band 
booked for Hamilton-Mills cafe cir- 
cuit in China by Edw. J. Fisher, Inc., 
to sailin August, opening in Sept. 

Brock and Thompson, dance and 
novelty team, also boked for China, 
sailing and opening same time. 








York-King’s Annual 


York and King sailed for London 
Saturday (1) for four variety weeks 
in London, commencing July 17 with 
a pair at the Palladium, 

Team returns Aug. 16, 


‘Ingrates ; Mrs. 
New Saranac 


+ 





Picking Spots 


The New York layoff musi- 
cians’ curbstone ‘office’ at 48th 
street and Broadway, where 
the tooters congregate daily 
for calls, now has a branch. 
It’s at 46th street and Broad- 
way and operated by the 
cheaper priced musicians. Only 
the maestros and high scaled 
boys are privileged to take the 
sun baths on the uptown spot. 

Anybody looking for a band 
at 48th and offering peanuts is 
immediately advised to try 
46th. 

Last week one of the 48th 
street boys received an offer of 
$5 a week and board from an 
eastern summer resort’s social 
director. Td rather join 
the reforestation army,’ he 
squawked. ‘You get $7 a week 
and butter with your meals.’ 











RKO Okays $2,000 
Weekly N.Y. Palace 
Loss; Vaude Stays 


RKO again changed its mind 
about the Palace, New York, with 
Harold B. Franklin last week re- 
seinding the order which would 
have sent the house into straight 
pictures again and its eighth change 
of policy within a year. 

With vaudfilms, including cheap 
five-act bills and second-run films, 
the house is dropping about $2,000 
a week. That loss has been okayed 
by RKO as better than the $3,500 
the Palace would drop if darkened. 

As the Palace is now operated, 
the only problem is to find the 
policy that will lose the least 
money. They’ve stopped looking 
for one that may show a pfofit. 


2 MORE NAME BILLS 
BOOKED BY BLUMBERG 


Two more name shows, in addition 
to the four previously set, were 
booked in New York last week by 
Nate Blumberg for the Palace, Chi- 
cago, and the rest of the middle 
western RKO (Orpheum) time. 

Tom Mix and his Morris office 
road show open July 29 in Kansas 
City, with four more weeks to fol- 
low. Combination bill headed by 
Roscoe Ates, Pickens Sisters and 


Hal LeRoy starts July 22 in Des 
Moines for four weeks in all. 

Blumberg has booked up the mid- 
dle western time with six name bills 
in a row. They commenced this 
week with $5,060 guaranteed against 
percentage. Jack Benny-Frances 
Williams-Jans and Whalen show 
at the Palace, Chicago. 

















Indie Cleve. Hipp Dehes Circuits 
With Big Money Bills; Cleaning Up 





Cleveland, July 3. 
Charles Doty’s answer to the cir- 
cuits’ burnup over his booking of 
heavy name stage bills at big money 
for the local Hippodrome, is that 
he is not in the show business by 
choice, but that the circuits them- 





Capitol’s Stage Band 
Policy with Spitalny 


Phil Spitalny opens at the Capi- | 
tol New York, next week (7) for} 
an indef run on a week-fto-week | 


i 
| 


engagement 


bad 


the Spitalny 
reverts te a 


During 
the house 
policy. 


stage 





forced him into it. In de- 
fying the circuits with their salary 
agreements and booking arrange- 
ments, Doty is doing the 
of the town. 
Tabloidized 
grossed $21,000 


selves 


business 


which 
Pear! 


alremdly 


‘Scandals,’ 
and the 


road show have 





Whiteman 


played the house and for the ¢ur- 


rent month the Hipp has a series 
of name bills set. Bill Robinson's 
colored unit starts it next week (7), 
to be followed by Gene and Glenn 
on percentage and Cab Calloway at 
$5,000 straight. 


Sr 


Chesterfield Calls NVA Patients 


Murphy Stays; 
Rules, No ‘Mixing 


A new set of rules governing the 
conduct of patients at the NVA 
Sanatorium, Saranac Lake, N. Y,, 
will be issued this week. They are 


being drawn up by the NVA Fund 
committee (Henry Chesterfield and 
William J. Lee) in New York. One 
of the rules will deny patients of 
opposite sex the privilege of mixing 
or visiting each other in the rooms, 
Reports in New York of condi- 
tions at the San are that the place 
is in an uproar as concerns the 
morale of the patients. The panic 
started two weeks ago with the sud- 
den dismissal of four signers of the 
petition which asked the removal of 
Mrs. Katherine Murphy, the San’s 
superintendent. Instead of clearing 
up the situation, last week’s visit by 
Chesterfield and Lee only added to 
the confusion, 


‘Dumping Off Grounds’ 


Chesterfield in his speech to the 
patients called the petition signers 
‘ingrates.’ He and Lee asked any- 
one who is dissatisfied to ‘say so’ 
and that ‘different arrangements 
will be made for them.” Tommy 
Vicks, a patient, will be transferred 
to Liberty, N. Y., known in Saranac 
as the ‘dumping off grounds.’ Betty 
Huntington, one of the six dis- 
charged patients, has already been 
sent there. 

It was considered strange that 
neither Chesterfield nor Lee men- 
tioned Mrs. Murphy in _ their 
speeches, considering that the whole 
situation revolves around the super- 
intendent. It appears that as far 


is all settled and the woman super- 
intendent stays regardless. Attitude 
of the patients is that any future 
complaint against Mrs. Murphy will 
be an automatic request for walk- 
ing papers. 

In New York yesterday (Monday), 
Lee declared he has not received a 
specific charge against Mrs. Mur- 
phy. ‘Their only complaint is that 
she is too strict. But that’s the 
way we want her to be,’ he declared. 

Following their speeches to the 
others, Lee and Chesterfield called 
on the bed patients. They, too, were 
advised that they would be trans- 
ferred if dissatisfied, 


Miss DeVere’s Relapse 


Miss Huntington, who returns to 
the NVA’s care, but not at the San, 
and Miss Frisco DeVere, two of the 
six dismissed patients, both were 
far from cured when told to leave. 
Miss DeVere returned to:New York, 
where she is since understood to 
have had a relapse. 

Since the six were ousted in a 
bunch, there has been but one other 
departure from the San. George 
McCormick left last week, pro- 
nounced cured. His leaving was 
said to have nothing to do with the 
petition, 

Leonard Crowley, John Dempsey 
and John Louden, three others of 
the six discharged, have established 
their own place near the NVA San 
and are reported planning on run- 
ning a benefit show. They have 
ordered placards rgading, ‘Grand 
Benefit for the Benefit of the Dis- 
charged NVA Patients.’ 


F-M WILL BARNSTORM 
ITS DANCE FESTIVAL 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Fanchon & Marco’s dance festival 
to be staged at the Hollywood Bowl 
night of July 16 will be trouped to 
various coast towns following the 
one night engagement. Ada Broad- 
bent will be the featured dancer, 
with the ballet comprising more 
than 100 steppers. 








Bow] orchestra will be batoned by * 


Rube Wolf for the F&M portion of 
the entertainment. 


HOLM GIRL IN PERSON 





The Calloway booking at $5,000 
caused the big burn on the circuits’ 
part, especially Loew’s, because the 
colored band’s salary under the cir- |} 
cuit agreement had been cut to $3,- | 
75 | 

Doty is a real estate millionaire 
who was foreed into the show biz! 
when RKO vave up its lease on the 
Hopp, which he owns. | 


Eleanor Holm, as a song-and- 
dance single with 4 piano player, 
opens for RKO Aug at the Pal- 
ace, Chicage 

Miss Holm won't show any of the 
swimming responsibie for her prese 
ence in the show business Ware 

| ners, which signed Miss Hotm after 
she copped a couple of Olympie 
last summer, dropped her ree 


cently. 
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| Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (July 6) 
THIS WEEK (June 29) 


Numerals In connection with bills below Ind.cate opening cay of 


show, whether full or split week 











RKO 








WARNER 








NEW YORK CIT) 
Palace (8) 
Stewart & Lash 

(Four to fill) 
(1) 
Crystal 3 
: X Sia 
sulu McConne! 
Vie Oliver . 
Miles & Kover Rev 
Academy 

Ist half (8-11) 
Gae & Athens Co 
Rex Cole Co 
Heller & Riley 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
3 Keys 
(To fill) 

2d half (5-7) 
A&G 
Kessler, Baxter & D 
Angus & Searle 
I.eo Carillo 
Willie Creager Or 

Coliseum (1) 
Gene Dennis 

BROOKLYN 


CHICAGO 
Palace (7) 
Karre LeBaron Co 

4 Flushes 

Helen Morgan 
Benny Rubin 

Paco Moreno 
Frankie Jaxon Co 


(30) 
5 Wonder Girls 
3 R Bros 
Benny & Livingston 
Williams & Bloom 
Jans & Whalen 


DAVENPORT 
Keith’s (1) 
Marcus Rev 
DES MOINES 
Keith’s (8) 
Marcus Rev 
HEMPSTEAD 
Rivoli 
Ist half (8-11) 
Bill Aaronson 
Bellit & Lamb 
Miles & Kover 
(Two to fill) 





Albee (8) 
George Beatty 


Ist half (1-4) 
Hot Harlem 


aes 














PARAMOUNT, 





BORIS MORROS 
Presents 
JACK POWELL 


BIG. WEEK 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 


NEW YORK 












































Ben Blue KANSAS CITY 
(Three to. fill) Mainstreet (8) 
1) Jack Benny Rev 
Mann, Robins'’n & M NEWARK 
Ray & Harrison Proctor’s (7) 
Don Alberto Orch | Hot Harlem 
James Barton PROVIDENCE 
Honey Fam (8) 
ALBANY Earl, Jack & B 
Palace Ray & Harrison 
Sylvia Froos 
Ist half (1-4) Bob Hope 
Davey Jones Co Mann, Robins'’n & M 
— Aaron & Broderick (1) 
‘ Qonald Novis 6 Buccaneers 
Les Gellis Hum & Strum 
(One to fill) C Fredericks Co 
2d half (5-7) George Beatty 
Stanley 2 & H 2 Living Jewelry 
Boice & Marsh TORONTO 
3 Keys Imperial (30) 
Heller & Riley 5 Elgins 
Rimacs Orch teorge Givot 
BOSTON Henry Santrey Bd 
R TRENTON 
Keith o (8) Capitol 
Barry & Whitledg® Ist half (8-11) 
Larry Flint Orch 4 Nelsons 
4 Franks 3 Keys 
(Two to fill) Clifford & Marion 
(1) Jones & Lee 
Russian Canines 2d half (4-7) 
Joe May & D 3 of Kind 
Al Trahan Hall & Dennison 
Larry Flint Orch Frank Gaby 
Parker & Sandino C Lomas Tr 
OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A, 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1560 Broadway 
This Week: Rosco Ails, Mary Olive Ward 
NEW YORK CITY | Herman Timberg Co 
‘apitol 3 Cossacks 
vee ye sh Valencia (7) 
Rush & Ayers George Prentice 
Sims & Bailey Hackett & Carthay 
Fred Keating Medley & Dupree 
B Minnevich Bd Pat Rooney & Jr 
> i S ; t , . 
Phil Spitalny Orch BALTIMORE 
Boulevard Century (7) 
ist half (7-10) Leach LeQuillan 
Arthur Petley Co Harriett Hutchins 
Steve Evans Joe May & D 
Reiss & Dunn Shaw & Lee 
Melino & Townes Art Landry Orch 
Lee Twins Co BOSTON 
2d half (11-13) Orpheum (7) 
Farm Fables Crubers Oddities 
Bovard Sis & M Cavicchio & Liner 
Fred Ww eber Co Walter Walters Co 
Bert Walton Vincent O'Donnell 
Coleby & Murray R} art Frank 
Orpheum Samuels Bros Rev 
Ist half (7-10) JERSEY CITY 
Winnie & Dolly Loew's (7) 
Caites Bros Alf Loyals 
M Montgomery Mickey Feeley 
Harry Rose Melvin Sis 
Dos Baker Co Senator Murphy 
2d half (11-13) Ross & Bdwards 
Arthur Petley Co Roye & Maye 
y Wilton Sis NEWARK 
Eddie Bruce Co State (7) 
Joe Laurie Jr Mickey King 
Paradise (7) Buster Shaver Co 
sti P Is Jay Mille 
4 Costing Pearls | Relas, Irving & R 
Stratford & Mayb’y| Verna Haworth Co 
Mells, Kirk & M NEW ORLEANS 
Sammy Krevoft eee (7) 
. Taketa 
State (a) King, King & K 
Paul Sydell & S Pease & Nelson 
Sheil Barrett Frank Conville 
haa = Vernon Rathburn Co 
ay 2018 ~~ 
Harriett Hoctor Co ne oy 
—_ BROOKLYN Aerial DeGroffs 
Gates Ave Nada & Ernie Perez 
Ist half (7-10) Norman 
Larimer & Hudson PROVIDENCE 
Ray Saxe A I ” (7) 
Frank Donia Co ¢ — 

Bert Walton Pasquali, Bros 
Colby & Murray R O’NeiH & Maners 
2d half (11-13) | Wm Hon oo 
Reiss & Dunn WASHINGTON 

Paddy Cliff Co Fox (7) 
Lee Twins Co Thomas § 
Metropolitan (7) ve, ehte d 
¢ Hale Girls Nan alperin 
2M Boole Bowers Kitchen Pirates 
Keller Sis & {inols Glee Club 





| Arren & Broderick 


ELIZABETH 
Ritz 
Ist half (7-10) 
Cherry & J Preisser 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
Mickey King 
Tom, Dick & H 
Walter Walters 
Bruce & Dawson 
B’way vs Hollyw'd 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (7) 
3 Victor Girls 
Pettit & Douglas 


12 Aristocrats 
(30 
Hollywood Rev 
Sibyl Bowan 
Owen McGivney 
Milton Berle 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (7) 
Maidie & Ray 
Demarest & Sibley 
Ann Pritchard Co 
Ww & J Mandell 
(30) 
Johnny Perkins 
Hoffman Ens 
Arnaut Bros 





Arnaut Bros 
Johnny Perkins 


T & B Wonder 





Fanchon 


& Marco 








NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (7) 
Do-Re-Mi 
Lamberti. 
Jones & Hull 
Wing Wah Tr 
(One to fill). 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (7) 
Vaughn De Leath 
Lucille Page 
Lowe & High 
7 Trojans 
BOS 


TON 
Metropolitan (7) 
Gaudsmith Bros 





Fox & Brent 


Kay. Fayre 
NEW HAVEN 
Palace (7) 
James Melton 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (7) 
Harmonica Masters 
Lang Sis 
Molly Picon 
Jay C Flippen 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (7) 
Donald Novis 
King Bros & C 
(One to fill) 
WORCESTER 
Poli (7) 
Lanny Ross 





- London 





Week of 


Canterbury, M. H. 
Ist half (3-5) 
Dekker & Pan 
Astill & Fontaine 
2d half (6-8) 
O'Shea & Joan 
Famous 3 
Dominion 
Andre 3 
New Victoria 
Teanette Scott 
Beams 24 Babes 
Palladium 
3 Wiere Bros 
Lamb & Bellit 
Wright & Marion 
In.FO 
Saper 
John Myrddin 





July 3 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
ist half (3-5) 
Keynotes Concerty 
2d half (6-8) 

Dekker & Pan 
Astill & Fontaine 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Georgesco Orch 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilien 
Andre 3 
STREATHAM 
Palace 
Georgesco Orch 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
John Myrddin 





Caba 


rets 





Bal Musette 
Anita & Millard 
Leonard Keller 
George Pierrot 
Madam _ DeFerbault 
L’ Apache Orch 


Biltmore Hotel 


Harold Stern Orch 
Ann Pennington 
Stone & Vernon 
Hermanos Bros 
Caperton & Biddle 
Tito Coral 
Lalanda 
Barry DeVine 
Hermandez Bros 
Jamesworth Bd 
Central P’k Casino 
Pancho Orch 
Club Osterman 
Jack Osterman 
Osterman Rev 
Mike Durso Orc 
Cotton Club 
Ethel Waters 
GD Washington 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Elmer ‘Turner 
Norman Astwood 
4 Flash Devils 
Necodemus 
Alma Smith 
Little Bits 
Bobby Sawyer 
Jimmie Baskette 
Mills Mus Playboys 


El Chico's 


Duran & Moreno 

lorenzo Herrera 
El Garron 

BBB 

Maxwell 

Otto Malde 

Kenny & Lewis 

Bernice Poe 

Buddy Wagner Or 
El Patio 


Rosita & Ramon 
Frances Maddux 
Tamara 
Rhys & Owens 
Arthur Brown 
Edwardo Bianco T 
Embassy Club 
Ben Glaser Orc 
Gloria Grafton 
Marguerite & LeR 
Jane Vance 
Ha-Ha Club 
Danny Healy 
Jack White 
Bonnie Poe 
Harbor Inn 
Gus Van 
‘Eye Dears’ Rev 
Denniker-King Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Henry King Orc 
Dario & Diana 
Ernst Charles 
Barbara Blane 


NEW YORK CITY 


Earl Carpenter Or 
F Henderson Orch 
H’lyw’d R’staurant 
Kendall Capps 
Collette Sis 
Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 
Marquerite & Leroy 
Chas Davis Or 
Hotel Lexington 
Ernie Holst Orc 
Rotel Montclair 
Wm Scotti Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Barney Rapp Orch 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Rudy Vallee Orc 
Alice Faye 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Reggy Childs’ Ore 
Marden's Riviera 


Mickey Alpert 
Gertrude Mesen 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Kathryn Rand 
Martha Ray 


Emil Coleman Orc 
Nut Club 

F & M Britton Bd 
Paradise 

N T G Rev 


Jerry Freeman Ore 
Park Central Hotel 
Buddy Kennedy 
Rachel Carlez 
Bert Lown Ore 
Pavillon Royal 
Pepino & Rhoda 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas’ Hadartck 
Barra Birs 
Misha Usanoft 
Simplon Club 
Clark & De Lys 
Larry Siryv’s Orch 
St. Moritz Hotel 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Alfredo’s Orch 
Gypsy Nina 
St. Regis Hotel 
Meyer Davis Orch 
Small’s Paradise 
‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 
3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 
Wm Spellman 
3 Palmer Brog 
May Alex 
Chas Johnson Orch 


Taft Grill 
Hall Orch 
The Tavern 


Eddie Jackson 
Jack Murray Ore 


Waldorf-Astoria 
Nina Laughlin 


Geo 





Hollywood Gardens 





Kendall Capps 


Jack Denny Orch 


‘ Bismarck 


Trene George 


Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (29) 
(24 week) 
Jane Froman 
Roy Atwell 
Hal Le Roy 











Ernie Stanton 
Zelda Santley 
George Campd 
Cherniavsky 
Evans Ballet 
‘College Humor 


Jack Powell DETROIT 
‘College Humor Fox (30) 
Roxy (30) ‘Goin’ to Town’ 


Bill Robinson 

Ada Brown 

Swan & Lee 
Woodin Choir 
‘Loved Wednesday 


Vaughn De Leath 
Lucille Page 
Pops & Louie 
Trojans 

Nash & Fately 











Dave Schooler ST. LOUIS 
“Tomorrow at Seven’ Ambassador (30) 

CHICAGO Britt Wood 

Chicago (30) Kearney Walton 
Harry Richman Harris 2 & L 
Joe Penner ‘Men For Sale’ 

CHICAGO 

Blackhawk Billy Brennen 
Wade Booth Jean & Bob LeMar 
Ruth Pryor Lincola Tavern 


Diana & DeMar 
Deane Janis 
Hal Kemp Orch 


Beach View 
Rolando & Verditta 
Chessen ‘Twins 
Ritzie Ramblers 
Maurie Moret Orch 


Ted Weems Orch 
Andrea Marsh 
‘Red’ Ingle 

Parker Gibbs 

C Washburn 

Dick Cunliffe 

5 Maxellos 

Baron & Blair 
Sammy Walsh 

6 Lucky Girls 
Maroni’s 
Rolando & Verditta 
Gwen Gordon 
Neecee Shannon 
Virginia Buchanan 
Bob Wyatt 

Maurie Moret Orch 


Metropole Hotel 


(Empire Room) 
Lolo Bartram 

The Inter’n'l Dades 
Annette Andre 
Jack Tunick 


Miauet Club 


Frank Sherman 
Art Buckley 
Phylis Noble 
Margaret Lawrence 
Joe Buckley Orch 


Old Heidelberg 
(World’s Fair) 
E Kratzinger Orch 
Heidelberg Male 8 
Roy Deitrich 

Herr Louie 
Hungry Five Bd 


Pabst Casino 
(World’s Fair) 
Ben Bernie 

Buddy Rogers 

Tom Gerun 

Carter Fashion Sho 
Dale & Meyers 
Buddy Howe 
Brody & Delevan 
3 Thrillers 

Bee Hee & Rubyiatt 


Pabellon Espanol 
(World’s Fair) 
Garcia’s R’'l S’h Bd 


Palmer House 
Veloz & Yolonda 
Sally Sweet 
Mildred Ocen 
Lorraine Santachi 


Bob Bohannon 
Norm Sherr 
Verne Buck Orch 


Cafe DeAlex 


Mary Stone 
Evelyn Hoffman 
Enrico Clausi 

E Hoffman Orch 


Chez Paree 


Helen Morgan — 
Georgie Price 
Collette Sis 

4 Albee Sis 

Rose Deering 
Florence & Alvarez 
Tom Gerun Orch 


Club DeWitt 


Dorothy Harris 
Sally Joyce 
Morey Carter 
‘Cookie’ Sidell 
Dorothy Hanford 
Al Mandél’s Orch 


Club Royale 
Nancy Kelly 
Nellie Nelson 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Julia Gerrity 
Marie & Elliott 
Bennett & Green 
Killap & Dupree 
Eddie Court Ens 


Club Leisure 
Jean .& DeHa. 
Desoree. Alexander 
Lawrence & Walls 
Irene Witson Orch 


Club Shalimar 


Ann Hammond 
Helen Nafe 
DeRonda & Barry 
Al Lesing 

Buddy Lake 

Lou Pearl Orch 


College Ina Josephine Buckley 
Jackie Heller Abbot Dancers 
Ben Bernie Richard Cole Orch 
Abbotteers Paul Cadieux 
Buddy Rogers Richard Bennett 

Congress Hotel Paramount 
(Joe Urban Room) | Nan Blackstone 
Vincent Lopez Billy Carr 


Robert Royce 


Club Alabam 


Evelyn Nesbit 
Don Barangos’ Orc 


Auriole Craven 
Sid Lang Orch 


Playground 


Bernie Green 
Al Trace Orch 


| Cleb ide Pirate Ship 
Vginia Washington (World’s Fair) 
Kiliz Kelly Texas Guinan Gang 


Gaines & Bell 
Jimmie Noonan Orc 
Club Masque 

Al Garbell 

Art West 

Billy Russell 

Buddy Beryl 

Edna Leonard 
Drake Hotel 

Fowler & Tamara 

Jane Carpenter 


Sky High Club 
Junior Small 
Edwina Mershon 
Francetta Mally 
Morgan & Lowe 
Leo Wolf Orch 

Terrace Gardens 
Lulu Bates 
Loma Ruth 


Connie Bee 
Roy Rita & Roule 


Clyde McCoy Orch | Lamberts Ballet 
Edgewater Beach Don Irwin Orch 
Mark Fisher The Dells 
Esther Todd Ted Lewis Orch 
DeRonda & Barry The Brewery 


Art Carroll 
Hotel Harding 
(The Tavern) 
Edna May Morris 
Mona & Marino 
Clyde Snyder 
Phylis Rae 
Eddie Meakins Orc 


Raimondi Orch 
Vanity Fair 
Cliff Winehill 
Don Fernando Orch 
Victor Vienna 
(World’s Fair) 


Hangar Eddie Sheasby Orc 
(Hotel LaSalle) Via Lago 
Chas. Kaley 


Bebe Sherman 


Szita & Annis 
Stefano & Serena 


Helen O'Shea 


Pauline Baleau Wiki Bird 

Paul DeWees Wanda Kay 

Aber Twins Al Handler Bd 

Johnny Hamp Orcn 100 Club 
Hi-Hat Club Ahi 


Ethel Norris 


Dick Hughes 
Yvonne Morrow 


LRoy & Mack 


Dorothy Norton Eddie South Orch 
Bliss & Ash Billy Gray Rev 
Effie Burton 225 Club 


Sophie Tucker 
Ted Shapiro 
Billy Scott 
Jimmy Rogers 
The Selbys 
Mildred Tolle 
Sunny O'Dea 

G & C Herbert 
Jules Stein Orch 


Jeffery Tavern 
Sammy Clark 
6 Saccoetts 
Babe Payne 
Ray Parker Orch 

K-9 

G & F Durand 
Frankie & Johnnie 








Dignifying Craps 
Another one of those new spe- 
cialty publishers is the Press of 


the Woolly Whale. First book of 
the concern is just as cockeyed as 
the name of its sponsor. Book is 
‘The Palingenesis of Craps,’ mean- 
ing in plain language, “The Regene- 
ration of the Galloping Dominoes.’ 
Price of the book is $2, though 
it contains but 24 pages. Lot of 
art work goes with it, of course. 





Variety House Reviews 





RKO, L. A. 
(Continued from: page 15) 


voice that she knows how ‘to handle 
for results. Hill attempts to trace 
the origin of present day songs back 
to the cuckoo and Bob White calls, 
and provides a lot of humor, with 
Miss Gillette herself displaying a 
bit of comedy in her opening num- 


ber, and then registering solidly, 
singing ‘Songs of Songs’ after a 
good imitation of Mae West. Act 


garnered the applause honors and 
deserved what it got. 

Heidt and his band do around 27 
mins., including a couple of hot 
band numbers, individual and group 
selections and several comedy bits 
that clicked nicely. Rich and Cherie 
do a bit of clowning with Heidt, 
winding up with a love bit between 
Cherie and Jerry Bowen, diminutive 
cornet player with the Heidt outfit, 
that.drew plenty. of laffs.. For their 
finale, Heidt. sent the band into a 
patriotic overture, that featured 
Harold Moore, vocalist, and had the 
handful of customers worked up as 
the drapes folded. 

On screen ‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col.) 
and News, travelog and a scrap 
book. Ndwa. 


RITZ, B’HAM, ALA. 


Birmingham, June 30. 

The Ritz, primarily known as a 
vaudeville house, is to Birmingham 
what the Palace .once was to 
Gotham, People expect. vaudeville 
and are not going to attend this 
place without it, it seems. So R. B. 
Wilby of Wilby-Kincey, after tak- 
ing it over, has reopened with a 
cheap class of vaudeville that is a 
step-down from the days of RKO 
and the old Interstate - Circuit. 
House ,jhas new seats and new dec- 
orations, Old seats were uncom- 
fortable. 

Reynor Lehr heads the stage 
show, made up of one of several 
units playing Wilby houses in the 
Southeast. Show smacks of cheap- 
ness from curtain to curtain and is 
badly in need of some new mate- 
rial. As is, show could get by in 
Montgomery, Chattanooga and such 
towns that have never played a bet- 
ter type of show, but with Loews, 
RKO .and :Fanchon and Marco 
shows remembered here, it’s no sale. 

Lehr has recruited a very nice 
line of girls and they look swell. 
Lehr is probably the only real ex- 
perienced trouper in the lot. The 
comedian, for example, is so inex- 
perienced he doesn’t read lines with 
confidence. .In fact, the whole show 
with the exception of Lehr, recites 
its lines mechanically. 

With a good demand locally for 
independent vaude, some of the 
units down this way are losing an 
opportunity to make several weeks 


by not making a _ really: sincere 
effort. 

Three houses in Birmingham are 
now. playing independent vaude- 


ville. Two are playing at 15 cents. 
Ritz is getting .30 and 40 cents. 
Business fair; picture, ‘Out All 
night’ (U) Bobbie. 


HOLLYWOOD, L. A. 


Hollywood, June 30. 

With the high pressure bally 
gone, the Hollywood is offering 
pleasing stage entertainment this 
week but no more than that. Show 
as it runs won't bring anyone to 
the theatre and it won’t keep any- 
one out. Budget has been boosted 
from the usual $1,100 to $1,700 this 
week, with the policy getting a 
slight change from straight vaude 
to a one similar to Horace Heidt at 
the RKO. 

Regular pit band of eight has 
been augmented by another eight 
and goes on the stage following 
the four acts, with Teddy Joyce 
m.c.ing and.handling the stick. 
Joyce got away to a fair start with 
the locals liking his fast chatter, 
albeit on the blue side. Band is a 
fair combo. However, it works 
minus the Heidt: novelties. 

Joyee contributed a soft: shoe 
dance.and a violin solo as his per- 
sonal share. Don. Redmond, vocal- 
ist, scored with one number, Kath- 
leen Begette trotted out a fast tap- 
ping routine, the only one on the 
bill, and gathered fair results. 
Chrita, hula dancer, did a chorus 
but just got by. For the finale, 
band played ‘That’s Why Darkies 
Were Born,’ with Fred Scott, one- 
time picture star, soloing. Scott 
has a pip of a baritone voice and 
knows how to use it. 

Vaude portion opens with the 
Three Freehands, hand balancing 
and perch act. Boys have played 
everything around here, but are still 
oke for an opener. They have suf- 


ficient new routines to fool the 
audience. Wilfred Latell, with Syl- 
van Dell, deuced. His familiar dog 
impersonation is still oke in this 


spot, particularly with the kids now 


that school is out. 

Three Jacks and a Queen next. 
Adagio quartet have cut their act 
to three minutes, a smart idea for 
this novelty. Two boys and the 


girl work in white against a black 
background with the third member 
working in black Stage is dimly 








Author is Edward L. Tinker. 


lighted with the third boy invis- 





ible. Girl is thrown around appar. 
ently staying in the air for a num- 
ber of tricks. Short running time 


doesn’t give the audience time to 
tire of the trick. 

Roy Cummings and Florence 
Roberts follow. Hoke comic is still 
grabbing laughs with his knock. 
about, gags and business, though 


he’s too blue for a naborhood house. 
Here he was a near-stopper. 

Business even with last 
‘Mayor from Hell’ (WB) 


week, 
the fea. 


ture. Bobby Jones golf short, car- 
toon comedy and Universal News 
Call 


clips rounded out the bill. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


Bill looks light on paper, but plays 
satisfactorily. James Barton in the 
next-to-shut spot gives it weight 
and balance, particularly in Brook- 
lyn, where he has a strone follow- 
ing. . His was the only name, but 
helped considerably. Probably the 
pull for a rather good showing on 
this Saturday afternoon was the 
film feature, ‘I Loved You Wednes- 
day’ (Fox), the Warner-Flissa 
Landi subject that has been doing 
well generally at the box office. 

Outside of these two items it was 


a.°'so-so layout without lobby 
strength, but the material was 
neatly: blended for an _ engaging 


hour of stage. 


Opening were Mann, Robinson 
and. Martin after Phil Frabello’s 
overture. Turn is a mixed dancing 
threesome with their own piano 
player. Two boys of nice appear- 
ance and good manners and a tall, 
slim girl’ with a graceful dancing 
style in numerous divisions and a 
remarkable high, stiff-legged kick. 
Simple dance flash is well routined 
for variety, mixing taps, acrobatics 
and a bit of production sightliness. 


Naomi Ray and Eddie Robinson 
made a welcome comedy interlude 
in the No. 2 niche. Fun isa little 
rowdy, most of it having to do with 
the woman's bulk. She opens with 
a blues number, dressed in a skin- 
tight evening gown, obviously to 
call attention to her poundage. In- 
terruption by man paves the way 
for crossfire gags, fair. Man stalls 
with slow stepping while woman 
changes to fluffy, short-skirted bal- 
let dress, and they go into a bur- 
lesque adagio with accompanying 
gags. Punch of the finish is the 
shrimp mtn’s getting away with 
the feat of holding the super-dread- 
naught woman in an adagio pose, 
more or less straight, for a gag 
walk-off. 

El Chico orchestra, staged for the 
Palace some time ago in a foreign 
newspaper tie-up, reappears much 
changed in routines and vastly im- 
proved. Music is provided by a 
group of ten men in unusual ar- 
rangement, trick being three or four 
guitars to background soft, persua- 
sive music. Before the orchestra 
there is a suceession of Spanish 
specialty people, working simply in 
their native style and attempting 
nothing ambitious. Strength of the 
little offering is its authentic Span- 
ish atmosphere. Its sponsor is the 
Spanish newspaper, ‘La Prensa” 
Music has the Castillian lilt. prima 
donna sings in the characteristical- 
ly throaty Spanish voice-and two 
specialty dancers perform with the 
usual twitching hips and swirling 
skirts. Leader plays violin in the 
orchestra and contributes one song 
through a megaphone in a pleasant 
voice. 

Barton was received with ac- 
claim, telling a Hebe gag for the 
opening and then going into his 
well-known but always amusing 
‘Mad Dog’ story, a classic. For @ 
finish he does a moment of slow, 
absent-minded tap dancing. An 
artist whatever he does, his inter- 
lude in this bill gave the whole pere 
formance a touch of real entertain- 
ment which was needed in the spot. 

Honey Family for the getaway. 
Three boys and three girls in the 
acme.of gymnastic style have made 
their turn standard as attested by 
the frequency of their metropolitan 
appearances lately. An important 
element in their appeal is the ab- 
sence of circus parade. . Instead of 
sawdust front the Family. takes the 
line of 4. group of youngsters at 
plav. Girls are trim and shapely 
and look more like schoolastic gym 
candidates than professional acro- 
bats. 

Phil Frabello, house pit leader, 
rates as a lobby name here and his 
contribution for this week explains 
his local following. He puts a neat 
topical touch to the bill this week, 
capitalizing Independence Dav by 
having his boys work tov sparklers 
with lights out as a detail of @ 
patriotic medley, played before 4 
stereopticon flag thrown on the 
drop Rush 


Turns Freelance 

Betty Hooper, the young Wash- 
ington girl, who wrote ‘Virgins 1n 
Cellophane,’ is on the coast writing 
fan magazine stories for ‘New Movie’ 
on a freelance basis 

Also going into the freelance mag 
field is Winifred Aydelotte, formerly 
in the dramatic department of the 
L. A. ‘Record’ 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and ‘Clipper’) 





Lillian Russe!l was in New York 
recruiting for the navy. Her daugh- 
ter, Dorothy, was a yeowoman, Sur- 
geons pronounced her physically 
perfect. That was 15 years ago. 


Recent wreck of the Hagenbeck 
ciccus train, crashed by an empty 
troop train, cost owners about $1,- 
000,000 in damage claims, Chicago 
attorney was trying to get heirs to 
sue, but show people beat him to it 
by paying unasked. State law re- 
quired the proprietors to pay $5,000 
for each death. 


Cireuses in K2ntucky told not to! 


ghow in wheat raising section. Crop 
time and wheat important then. 
Meant loss of a day when the cir- 
cus came. For the same reason most 
circuses in the mid-west were miss- 
ing dates. 





White Rat investigation was still 
dragging along without getting any- 
where. 





Legit producers were raiding vaud ; 


for talent. Actors scarce. Start of 
the movement which helped to pull 
down vaude., 





Now it was the n-usic pubs suffer- 
ing from paper shortage. Paper 
mills undermanned i.nd paper scarce. 


‘Clipper forecast 105 plays headed 
fo. B’way when the new season 
opened. 


30 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








Harry Mirer was building his 
People’s theatre on the Bowery. It 
was a matter of sufficient note to 
call for attention that the balcony 
was to be carpeted. Usual thing 
was cocoa matting, regarded as 
plenty good enough. 





Hobson Bros. circus on the rocks 
in Sturgis, Mich. Band got out an 
attachment, but Mrs. Hobson held 
a chattel mortgage. 


A Fire King, advertising for a job 
told he could do seven first class 
acts. 





One of the Forepaugh show fea- 
tures was a strong man who could 
lift three men and a horse with one 
finger. Probably done with a con- 
cealed harness, but it amazed the 
farmer. 


Duprez & Benedict announced a 
minstrel. troupe of 60-70 men, at an 
expense of $600 a day, which works 
out at less than $10 a man. Board 
was thrown in. Number of mén in 
the street parade was more import- 
ant than their value on the stage. 





Schrode Bros. calling themselves 
the ‘Acrobati: Procyons.’ Meaning 
they were tumblers. 


Harry Warner advertised he 
would spend August and September 
walking a 1,300 foot rope across 
Niagara Falls, Star stunt was 
wheeling a cook stove to the middle 
of the rope and cooking a meal. 
Concluded by jumping from a trap- 
eze to the water below, using an 
umbrella. 





Hollywood 





(Continued from page 6) 


Marian Y. Read against Claire 
Windsor will be tried locally. 


Acbert Kaufman back on the Par 
lot after a talent hunt in New York. 


Aline MacMahon gets the femme 
lead in ‘America Kneels,’ which 
Warners has changed to ‘The World 
Changes,’ 


tichard Bennett’s option will not 
be renewed at Par. Actor is out 
Aug. 1 after spending most of his 
Current year’s contract in bed due 
to illness, 





‘ Ginger Rogers will star in Radio’s 
=weet Cheat.’ 
rects 


William Seiter. di- 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Nick Schenck’s veto on the deal for policy reasons is the inside why 
Clark Gable was not loaned by Metro to 20th Century for ‘The Bowery’. 
Schenck’s nix was based on the belief that such a loan might be re- 
garded by other companies as positive Metro aid to the Joseph Schenck- 
Darryl Zanuck organization. 

Louis B. Mayer is reported to have favored the deal, and to have been 
indifferent to mutterings of other companies. Nick Schenck nevertheless 
insisted that the Gable loan offer be withdrawn in order not to add 
further fire to charges of favoritism. 

Prominent author, currently writing for a national mag, recently ran 
the gantlet of prohibitions and suspicions which keeps all but the most 
elect and strictly certified visitors off the sets where special numbers 
for forthcoming musicals and revues are being madée. 

Writer was allowed on to get a professional interview. The next day 
it was announced that the author had gone on the payroll of a rival 
producer making a similar feature. First studio execs are burning, figur- 
ing the interview request was a blind to get a peep at the forbidden set 
and that the second studio has taken unethical advantage. 








Something not generally known is that George Canty, formerly head 
of the picture division of the Department of Commerce, is responsible 
for Jack Sharkey having become a professional boxer. It happened 
some years ago in Boston, 

Part of the fleet was anchored off Beantown with a gob aboard repped 
as being rather classy with his mits. Canty, then a local official, was 
in charge of a charity boxing event and needed talent. The problem was 
to get Sharkey ashore and keep him there for the show despite sailing 
orders. Canty arranged, and so unto Carnera, 





Los Angeles is overcrowded with ex-house managers, and others with 
a yen to operate picture theatres, seeking locations in which to do their 
stuff. Principal hitch in any deal is that few of the prospective operators 
have money. 

Mostly, they want a house where they can step in without cash and 
demonstrate te the owner or lessee just what they can do in the way of 
picture house operation. Few deals have been consummated along the 
lines sought. ; 





Opinion of Federal Judge J. P. Nields in the matter of outlawing 
restrictive agreements on equipment in filmdom comes around seven 
months after the action was brought. 

This would indicate how voluminous the papers and other matters 
brought on in this case must be and the long and intensive study and 
analysis which was given the matter by Judge Nields. 

Papers on file in the case are stated to be around three feet thick if 
stacked, 





Exhibitors are squawking, and if they’ll lend an ear to some of the big 
league ball parks they’d probably hear the club owners whispering, 
‘Move over.’ : 

An insight on the attendance at St. Louis was recently displayed by a 
New York daily which notated that a four-game series between the 
Browns and Senators had drawn a total of 3,200 customers on the four 
days. 


Included in ‘Inside Stuff’ last week was an item commenting on E. H. 
Griffith having slipped an extra on the set $100 for a directorial sugges- 
tion. Inadvertently part of another story was added to the Griffith mat- 
ter. The misplacement referred to a producer cutting himself in on story 
credits. The producer is not Griffith. 


Twenty-four sheets posted for the return to pic exhibition of T. L. 
Tally, vet Los Angeles showman, upon his reacquisition of the Criterion 
(L. A.) from Fox West Coast, carried their own ‘welcome’ message. 
Streamers at the bottom of the boards read: ‘Welcome back T. L. Tally, 
first film exhibitor.’ 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Brought within the purview of the decision declaring as outlawed all 
restrictive license agreements in the talker field, which Federal Judge 
Nields of Wilmington rendered in the case of Warner Bros. and others 





against ERPI last week, was the deal which E, C. Mills, as trustee for} 


the Music Publishers’ Protective Association, made with the electric in 
1927. This latter contract expired Sept. 5, 1932. 

Moving papers in the monopoly suit against the electrics, which led 
to Judge Nields’ sweeping opinion, indicated that Mills after making an 
exclusive license agreement with ERPI later @emurred about that ‘ex- 
clusive’ angle in a letter to ERPI, but which rescinding move apparently 
neither Mills nor ERPI ever made public. How much revenue music lost 
while this exclusive clause was abided by to the letter was not brought 
out during the Wilmington hearings. 

The Mills agreement, made Sept. 5, 1927, gave ERPI exclusive syn- 
chronization rights to copyrights controlled by MPPA members, which 
rights restricted such reproductions to equipment manufactured only by 
ERPI and allowed the electric the privilege of sub-licensing others using 
its equipment. For this exclusive arrangement ERPI agreed to pay a 
minimum royalty of $100,000 for the first year ind $125,000 a year there- 
after. 

In Oct. 1928 Mills repudiated the exclusive rights granted ERPI, with 
the plaintiffs in the case remarking in their brivfs that Mills was likely 
influenced here by an apprehension that he might be violating the anti- 
trust laws. One other license granted by Mills was to RCA, with this 
right having been preserved in the Mills-ERPI agreement. 

Some time after the ERPI agreement had been consummated Mills 
resigned from the MPPA to head NBC’s music publishing combine, and 
John G. Paine replaced him as trustee. Mills, when NBC’s publishing 
thing dissolved, resumed as general manager of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, but not with the MPPA. 





Just how the college youth are up on their jazzique is evidenced by 
Berry Welles II. and W. A. Burnham, Jr., in writing ‘Time’ magazine 
championing Jack Powell as the world’s greatest drummer as against 
‘Time’s’ contention in a previous article that Sonny Greer of Duke Elling- 
ton’s outfit rated tops. ‘Time’ editor came back that Drummer Powell 
enjoyed a well-earned reputation as an eccentric soloist, but went into it 
further by singling out Vic Burton, Stan King and Greer as the three 
tops among dance orchestras. 

3urton (spelled Berton, actually) has been highly regarded above all, 
He’s currently with Dave Schooler at the old Roxy on Broadway, pre- 
ferring permanent engagements rather than traveling with dance bands. 
3erton has been variously with the top orchestras in America, Stan 
King is with Bert Lown at the Park Central hotel, New York. 

Highly estmated now among jazz-minded professionals is Gene Kroppa, 
barnstorming with Mal Hallett’s combination in New England. Krepes | 
has also been around, last with Russ Columbo. He has a style all his 
own, both for dance and solo hokum 








Process that the Songwriters’ Protective Association and the stamtece | 
publishers are using to arrive at a standard writers’ contract for both | 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


The J. Walter Thompson. agency, representing the Kraft-Phenix Cheese 
Co., which occasioned its Al Jolson- Paul Whiteman broadcast as a means 
to introduce a new salad dressing, claims that it has never experienced 
such immediate reaction to a new product in its career of merchandising. 
Grocers and dealers have reported to the Kraft company’s eastern dis- 
tributors that women have literally simpered into stores with this sort 
of routine, ‘Now, I'll just bet you don’t know what I want today. You'll 
never guess in a million years’, and when the new Kraft dressing product 
was given ’em by the experienced grocer it’s been the same routine of 





surprise. 

All this was relayed because the physical advance merchandising cam- 
paign of making dealers stock up with an unknown salad product was 
fraught with the usual trepidation and seemed to have been conserva- 
tively greeted, hence the grocers and dealers themselves were apparently 
very much surprised when selling out their modest initial orders pronto 
and having to reorder toot sweet. The dealers have also relayed the 
raves for the new Jolson-Whiteman air show. 

Because physical distribution is such a time-killer, Kraft (a Chicago 
outfit) wasn’t particularly concerned whether or not a national hookup 
for the two-hour show was cleared through the fact that other commer- 
cial sponsors monopolized certain hours on the various split sub-circuits 
of the NBC. Accordingly, Paul Whiteman will carry the Kraft show 
through the summer on a modest basis, and Al Jolson will most likely 
return in the fall. Then, it is figured, all merchandising arrangements 
of the product will have been set in order to conform with the anticipated 
spurt in sales which Jolson’s return to the two-hour Kraft-Whiteman 
variety show will entail. 

Jolson is highly pleased with the prospect because unlike his past 
commercial radio work, the two-hour period doesn’t necessitate any 
frantic stop-watch signalling to him (behind-the-mike), hence he isn’t 
made nervous by the time limitation. This has been something new to 
the star who used to keep his Winter Garden audiences long past mid- 
night ad libbing pop ditties, apart from the regular book portion of his 
revue, 





A coast station is reported to have discovered that despite its prize 
weekly commercial program it has been going into the red to the tune 
of $300 a week. While the station has been on the wrong side of the 
ledger for several months, the owners thought that the big commercial 
would get it off the nut. But a recent check up showed that this, too, 
was being mismanaged. 

Claim of the owners is that employees, to make a showing, have been 
getting too high priced talent on this one program and spending more 
money on the show than was being contributed by the advertising 
account. 





For the first time since the organization of the chains, the Advertising 
Federation of America last week held an annual pow-wow without a 
single rep from either NBC or Columbia present. Event was held at 
Grand Rapids, Mich., and represented almost every advertising associa- 
tion or club in this country. 

With the flurry of new business for fall demanding they stay on the 
job, sales moguls from both network camps decided to let the annual 
‘handshaking go until the next convention. 





Even though a contract for time has been signatured with NBC, return 
of the Sherlock Holmes sketches for G. Washington coffee next fall, is 
still problematical. Order for facilities contains a clause granting the 
bean packer the privilege of canceling up to and within 45 days of the 
program’s restarting date, Sept. 27. NBC reserves the same right. 

For the repeat show on the Mountain Group, the period allowed for 
notice of cancellation is 30 days. 





Group of reforming women who were active out west recently trying 
to clean up radio programs assertedly not fit for children, went to a 
Coast station asking for free time. They wanted the broadcaster to 
allow time to talk against the ‘pernicious influence’ of the daily comic 
strips and Sunday paper full page comic supplements. Group, which 
claimed that some of the funnies teach crime, violence, and vulgarism 
to children was turned down, 





Abe Lyman’s interest in the radio affairs of Affiliated Products, Inc., 
drug and cosmetic combine, extends beyond the performer angle. Band- 
man is not only a holder of a substantial block of stock in the group, 
which includes Phillips Milk of Magnesia Toothpaste, Louis Phillipe Lip- 
stick and the Edna Wallace Hopper brands, but he’s also a member of 
the Affiliated Products board of directors. 





NBC Artists Service is again solidly entrenched when it comes to 
booking the Fleischmann weekly Thursday night variety affair. A few 
months ago all the network got was an occasional placement out of the 
hour. 

On last Thursday’s (29) session the NBC booking office was respon- 
sible for four of the five acts. 





parties is the merging of the best features of the standard music agree- 
ments handed out by such firms as G. Schirmer, Boosey & Co., and Carl 
Fischer. What the SPA says that it’s most concerned about in the 
drawing up of a uniform covenant are the clauses and terms to govern 
the mechanical and other similar rights. Writers’ reps aver they are not 
insisting upon a minimum royalty eut on sheet music, preferring to leave 
that angle to open barter as it now prevails, 





Publishers outside the membership of the Music Publishers Protective 
Association who demurred from the 331/3% settlement agreed between 
the reorganizers of the Morse M. Preeman Music Co. of Los Angeles and 
the MPPA are being paid off in full. Settlement quota was based on the 
amount shown as outstanding to publishers on the Preeman books when 
that jobbing firm was taken over and merged as the Preeman-Matthews 
Music Co. All publisher debts due from the old Preeman setup are, how< 
ever, being cleared through the MPPA 





Watching some of the ‘personality’ dance maestros around the road- 
houses and cafes do their stuff so strenuously, while the musicians dee 
vote seemingly solo attention either to their musie notes or to the cus- 
tomers, without looking at their leader, one wonders just how much—or 
little—attention the unionists pay to the maestro. Judging by the total 
lack of interest in the up-front man’s antics, either the boys have their 
own ideas or they sense the rhythms automatically without bothering 
much about the leader, 





A Belgian Music National Propaganda Committee has been founded in 
3russels with the object of making better known the works of Belgian 
composers, song writers, librettists, ete. 

Many celebrities enrolled in the movement, which has the sympathetic 





support of the government. The committee's first task will be to obtain 
25% of the national broadcasting stations’ programs for Belgian compose 


ers and authors, 





tamon of Ramon and Rosita claims some sort of distinction for have 
ing first introduced tango orchestras into New York. Ramon recalls it in 
connection with the present Eduardo Bianco tango band from Cuba, 
which he just brought into the El Patio roaduouse at Valley Stream, 
Long Island, after some tiffs with the immigration authorities, 
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World, Opens 


Blitch Gardens, Oldest Stock in 


for Its 41st Season 





Denver, July 3. 


Opening to a packed house last 
week for the first time in nine years, 
the Elitch Gardens theatre got away 
to a flying start on its 41st season, 
which makes it the oldest stock 
theatre in the world. The crowds 
the rest of the week proved the 
popularity of the lowered tariffs, 
25c to 75c this year, as against $1.25 
top last year. 

Elitch Gardens was started in 
1890 by Mr. and Mrs. John Elitch, 
Jr., on land that was at that time 
‘away out.’ John Elitch was an 
actor and athlete and had planned 
for years to own a park and zoo. 
Mary Elitch and John came to Den- 
ver and spent five years looking 
for a spot for their park and zoo. 
The place has become so famous 
that last year a book was written 
about ‘The Lady of the Gardens’— 
Mary Elitch Long—by a lifelong 
friend, Mrs. Catherine Dier, of 
Denver. Much of this story is from 
that book ‘by special permission of 
the copyright owner.’ 

The Lady of the Gardens, Mary 
Elitch Long, has been the guiding 
star of that spot where parents of 
Denver can turn their youngsters 
loose with a feeling of security, 
and thousands are set free in the 
park on the weekly children’s day 
every Tuesday during the summer. 

The park opened in May, 1890. 
On the morning set for the opening 
Mary was in tears. It was raining 
and looked as though the opening 
would be a flop. Typical of Colo- 
rado, the sun came out and most 
of Denver moved into Elitch’s for 
the day. 

John Elitch was popular with 
actors of that day, and on the 
opening day many of his old 
friends came from the east and 
west to be present. Included were 
P. T. Barnum, Julia Marlowe, 
Charles Abbott and his wife, Mag- 
gie Mitchell, Mr. and Mrs. 
Stratton (General and Mrs. Tom 
Thumb), Edgar L, Davenport, Eu- 
gene Field (then working on the 
Denver ‘Republican’), and others. 
Peter Satriano’'s band dispensed 
music for the opening of the the- 
atre, a vaudeville show being the 
offering, with the following pro- 
gram: 

Opening Performance 


Elitch Amusement Gardens 
May 1, 1890 


Comedy Sketch—Banjoists 
Mont—The Montgomerys—Mamie 





The Little Athletic Wonder 
Miss Minnie Zola 





The Great Knockabout Comedians, 
Singers and Dancers 
Bailey and Reynolds 





Charles W. Goodyear 
Comedian 





Van Auken and La Van 
Champion Triple Horizontal 
Performers of the World 


Bar 





Bijou Mignon 
America’s Youngest Singing 
Dancing Soubrette 


and 





Charles E. Schilling 
The Quaint, Comical Musical 
Genius 





Miss Rosa Lee 
The Gifted and Refined Balladist 





The San Francisco Twins 
Ed — Nealy and Sully — John 





Australian Marvels 
The Emily Zola Troupe 





John Elitch died in San Fran- 
cisco, Mar. 10, 1891. He was 
touring with a vaudeville company 
and was stricken with pneumonia. 

Mrs. Elitch decided to carry on. 
She improved the park continuously, 
had the then smallest locomotive 
and cars in the world built to order, 
laid a mile of track through the 
shaded grounds, and installed a 
steam carrousel and other attrac- 
tions. 

The theatre was run with vaude- 
ville for two years, followed with 
five years of light opera, when Mrs. 
Elitch decided to swing to stock. 
With George R. Edeson directing, 
‘Helene’, by Martha Morton, opened 
on May 30, 1897. James O'Neill and 


with Walter Edwards, Margaret 
May, Ernest Hastings, Wm. Burress, 
Rolinda Bain>ridge, Lenora Bradley 
and Lillian Dailey in the cast. Other 
plays of the first year included 
‘Reaping the Harvest’, ‘Our Regi- 
ment’ and ‘The Rajah’. 


Mantle as Best Man 


In Nove.nbeor, 1900, Mary Elitch 
married Thomas Long of Denver. 
Burns Mantle, now a N. Y. critic, 
was best man. At that time Mantle 
was critic on a Denver paper. On 
their wedding trip around the world 
they were entertained royally. 

In 1916 John M. Mulvihill assumed 
management of the gardens, and in 
1920 took over the theatre. He died 
in 1930, and Arno’d B. Gurtler, his 
son-in-law became president and 
manager of the park and theatre. 
Included in the actors and ac- 
tresses who appeared at Elitch the- 
atre are the following: George 
Arliss, Blanche Bates, Sarah Bern- 
hardt, Cecil DeMille, Wm. DeMille, 
Margaret Fealy, Minnie Maddern 
Fiske, Douglas Fairbanks, May Ir- 
win, Flo Irwin, Harold Lloyd, Ad- 
dison Pitt, Antoinette Perry, Milton 
Sills, Lewis Stone, Blanche Walsh, 
Henry Woodruff, David Warfield, 
George Brent, William Carey, Fred- 
eric March, Helen Menken, Edward 
G. Robinson, Selena Royle, Sylvia 
Sidney and many others. 

The way actor. felt at being of- 
fered a season at Eltch’s is told in 
a response by Bruce McRae. Lewis 
Stone, lead, was held in Boston on 
account of illness in the family. 
McRae was asked to substitute, and 
although due to sa: for Europe the 
next day his telegram read: ‘Of 
course I will come. There is no 
other spot on earth that would lure 
me from my vacation in Europe. I 
consider it a privilege to play at the 
Gardens because I love the place, 
and all actors feel as I do.’ 

The opening play this season was 
‘Forsaking All Others’, and the di- 
rector is Addison Pitt. He appeared 
in the cast of 1901 at the park. The 
leads are Margalo Gillmore and 
Donald Woods. 

R. B. McCoy, is treasurer, and F. 
W. (Josh) Billings, who probably 
knows more theatrical history and 
persons than anyone in Denver, is 
his assistant. Joseph Holicky is as- 
sistant director, G. Bradford Ash- 
worth is scenic director, and Mar- 
shall G. Robertson is publicity di- 
rector. Arnold B. Gurtler is presi- 
dent and manager; George Roberts, 
treasurer, and E. M. Lynch, secre- 
tary. 





Toronto’s Carnegie Hall 
Having Its Face Lifted 


Toronto, July 3. 


Massey Hall will have had its 

face lifted by the time the concert 
season opens here in October. 
Through the imagination and gen- 
erosity of Hon. Vincent Massey, 
former Canadian ambassador to the 
United States, the front of Can- 
ada’s ‘Carnegie Hall’ will be torn 
out, a new architectural motif em- 
bodied and the entire decoration 
modernized. 
*» Most. important will be the low- 
ering of the entrance lobby to street 
level and the doing away with the 
present steep and difficult stone 
stairways. An immense foyer will 
also be constructed in marble for 
entre-act exchanges. Several rows 
of seats at the rear of the orches- 
tra will be sacrificed to make room 
for lounge rooms. Other rows will 
be torn out in the upper balcony 
to provide space for an upstairs 
promenade. House seats 3,000. 








CAMPUS GROUP TOURING 
New Haven, July 3. 


One more itinerant troupe, with 
headquarters here, got. under way 
last week. Group, known as Ac- 
tors’ Associated, will tour Connec- 
ticut shoreline towns during sum- 
mer. 

Directed by S. Wesley McKee, 
company includes these profession- 
alts: Volney Hampton, Helen Pea- 
body, Edmond Ryan, Jack McBride, 
Betty Smith, Arthur Gould, Barbee 
Lee, Hilda Frank Reis and Dor- 
othy Hyde. Technical end is han- 
dled by John Ross. Some of troupe 
are ex-Yale Drama School mem- 





Jane Kenmark carried the leads. 


bers. 


STAGE RELIEF OPENING 
ITS OWN FOOD STATION 


Stage Relief Fund has worked out 
a new plan to aid needy profes- 
sionals. It applies especially to 
those who are keeping house. A 
‘store’ will be opened from which 
foodstuffs will be distributed, this 
replacing, at virtually no cost, the 
former method of giving applicants 


coupon books redeemable at shops. 
Idea, which partially solves the 
problem of a rapidly diminishing 
cash balance, is credited to Mollie 
Steinberg, who has been handling 
the Funds’ radio appeals for aid. 
She has made contacts with vari- 
ous distributors of canned foods 
and last week collected 39 cases of 
merchandise, all donated. 
The food store will function 
something like the Fund's clothes 
shop, where numerous articles of 
apparel have been collected and 
distributed after being cleansed and 
repaired. Food store will be opened 
with some formality, attendant pub- 
licity expected to attract further 
donations and a wider variety of 
eatables. 
The Actors’ Dinner Club, which 
has been operating in affiliation 
with the Stage Relief, moved from 
the Great Northern to the Wood- 
stock hotel Friday (30). The club 
has been quartered at the former 
hostelry for the past five months, 
serving dinner nightly. During that 
time 54,779 meals were served, 40,010 
being free. 
Almost from the start there have 
been differences between the hotel 
management and the club’s direc- 
tors over the cost of the meals. 
Any person may dine at the club’s 
tables for 50 cents, but tickets are 
distributed to applicants without 
money, at the recommendation of 
the Stage Relief, N. V. A. and 
Actors’ Fund. Weekly donations to 
the Stage Relief from legit show 
casts have been turned over in total 
to the club, which is also purchas- 
ing dinner tickets. 
The Stage Relief’s weekly state- 
ment: 
Previous contrib’s ...... 
Contributions 





-»+ $58,819 


emereeteeeeeeree 19 





Total eere er eameeeeeeeeeee $58,839 
Disbursements ......eeee82 56,256 
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Balto Getting Grand 
Opera; 2 Vocal Stocks 
In for Summer Season 








Baltimore, July 3. 
Baltimore gets its first summer 
season of grand opera, opening with 
‘Il Trovatore’ July 9. 
It will be grand opera however, on 
a democratic scale, For this grand 
opera will be held in the Mayfair 


Gardens, a beer and dance spot. 
Gardens located in the Sports 
Arena, which has a_ grandstand 
seating 5,000. 

It was originally planned to hold 
the opera out of doors in the Home- 
wood Stadium of Johns Hopkins 
University, but the Mayfair Gardens 
arrived with a better indoor proposi- 
tion due to its immense seating 
capacity. 

Grand-stand seats will be tariffed 
at 40c, 55c and 75c; table seats will 
retail at one buck, while box pews 
will go at $1.50 per. 

Operas will be given on the Sun- 
day and Monday of each week, same 
piece both nights. Known as the 
Baltimore Summer Grand Opera 
company, it will be under the man- 
agement and direction of Antonio 
Rossitto. Pasquale Rascigno of the 
Ravinia Park Opera will be the con- 
ductor. Those featured in ‘Il Trov- 
atore,,” which will be condensed 
slightly, are Rosa Buska, Pasquale 
Ferrara of the Chi Civic, Eduardo 
Albano of the Metropolitan and 
Marie Powers of Ravinia. Douglas 
Biddison, local baritone, also in a 
prominent spot. 

Week July 16 and 17 will see ‘Car- 
men,’ with Carmela Ponselle fea- 
tured. 

Competition 


In competition to the Baltimore 
Grand Opera, will be the Broadway 
Comic Opera company which opens 
at the Casino in Carlin’s Park. Com- 
pany is headed by George DeFeo, 
who clicked with a week of grand 
opera at the Maryland last winter 
and has been at Carlin’s before. 

DeFeo is opening with the ‘Mas- 
cot’ and plans to stick to comic 





operettas one a week. 





Plays Out of Town 


ZB 





SHADY LADY 


Philadelphia, July 3. 
This musical which opened last 
Tuesday was all set to stay a sec- 


ond week, but a very last minute 
decision took it out Saturday with 
an immediate New York opening 
set. Show isn’t really ready for 
Broadway, but, on the other hand, 
it wouldn't have been much more 
ready after another week, and man- 
agement probably figured on getting 
into the Big Stem while there was 
a dearth of attractions, 

‘Shady Lady’ has two things in 
its favor for a mild run: first, the 
lack of competition and, second, its 
dirt. A typical summer show, light- 
ly hooked up and placing plenty of 
emphasis on the gals, on comedy, 
on off-color lyrics and, to some ex- 
tent, undress, it lays no claims to 
subtlety or originality. 

First night at the Forrest here 
had the Philly crowd gasping. 
Show opened with a flash of a 
model, nude to the waist, and not 
posed somewhere in the distant 
background either. Not much bare 
skin after that except in a comedy 
sequence, but plenty of blue lines. 
Helen Kane, the star, had one num- 
ber, ‘Where, Oh Where, Can I Find 
Love,’ that was a darb for innuendo, 
but this wasn’t the only lyric that 
sizzled. Lester Allen, comedian, had 
several smoking lines and nearly 
everybody in the cast was allotted 
at least one double entendre., 


‘Shady Lady’ has only one set, 
being divided into two acts, with 
three scenes in all. Story concerns 
effort of young artist to find the 
girl he married one night after be- 
coming potted at a night club. He 
doesn’t know her name or address, 
but thinks he would recognize the 
face so he invites girls by the hun- 
dreds to his Long Island home. At 
the same time, he is doing an illus- 
trating job that requires a ‘shady 
lady’ type, so he gets a girl from 
a reform school. That’s Millie— 
Helen Kane—and_ she’s plenty 
tough. There’s a mix-up when a 
quite different type of girl arrives 
and the artist mistakes her for the 
reform school graduate. He asks 
her to strip for the modeling and 
she has gone through part way 
when Millie arrives, senses the mis- 
take, and makes her scram, 


For a time it looks as if Millie 
had been the mysterious midnight 
bride, but it finally turns out that 
it was the demure young thing. 
Charlie Purcell is the artist and 
Louise Kirtland, the heroine, with 
Max Hoffman, Jr., as a friend of 
the artist. Lester Alle: as a night 
club proprietor trying to promote 
and Helen Raymond as an elderly 
but kittenish lady with money 
blarneyed by Allen into becoming a 
red-hot type of m. c. 


Miss Kane, very plump indeed, 
but working hard, goes across 
nicely and although she doesn’t do 
a single ‘boop-a-doop’ herself has 
the same method of delivering her 
numbers. Purcell seems unhappy 
amid the jazzy doings and Hoffman, 
his dancing slowed down, is not so 
startling. Miss Kirtland is attrac- 
tive, but not notable on the voice 
end and no whirlwind the few times 
she tries to dance. 


Allen is immensely funny most of 
the time and very silly the rest of 
it—an 80% click. Twice he has to 
disrobe for laughs, but he helps the 
show over many a rough spot. 
Helen Raymond is funny in her 
scenes with Allen and Audrey 
Christie is cute in a small role while 
Jack Donohue does one good dance 
specialty. 


The chorus, not remarkable for 
looks, works hard, and deserves a 
boost. Music is not noteworthy, al- 
though ‘Swingy Little Thingy’ has 
plenty of possibilities, Sam Stept, 
Bud Green, Jesse Greer and Stanley 
Adams contributed songs and lyrics. 
Teddy Hammerstein staged the 
book with credit, and Donohue put 
on the moderately effective dance 
routines. 


All in all Harry Meyer’s. new 
musical, virtually alone in the field, 
may get six weeks. Waters. 


HIRED HUSBANDS 


- Chicago, June 29. 
arry Puck production of farce in th 
acts (one set) by Larry Johnson. Puck 
and Rel Terry billed. Cast includes John 
Gallaudet, Beatrice Leiblee, Phillip Lord 
Verona Sampson, Joye Stevens, James 
a qa 2. Presented at Stude- 
er, Chicago, June 25 for extend - 
gagement at $2.20 top sda 








Previously and better known as 
‘Mary's Other Husband,’ this slight- 
ly old-fashioned farce has seen 
service in stock and is still cap- 
able of providing cutrate audiences 
with their money's worth in Giggles. 
Harry Puck as producer, stage di- 
rector, and star has mounted the 
show with good taste, cast it with 
a shrewd eye for types and knowl- 
edge of his actor’s capabilities. 

It is a far better production on all 
counts than is typical of Chicago- 


produced drama designed for tha 
exploitation of surcharge passeg 
which now seem to have entirely 
replaced the more conventional 
two-for-one ducats, 

Horace Sistare, veteran of the 
ticket-pushing © oxygen-administer- 
ing technique, will attempt to ap- 
ply his tricks to ‘Hired Husband.’ 
The same tricks kept ‘Family Up- 
stairs’ in the Cort for 23 weeks. 
But the Studebaker terms aren't ag 
favorable to longevity as the Cort's 
and that must be considered in any 
guess. 

On the asset side of the ledger 
can be listed Puck's wide acquaint- 
ance and personal popularity in 
Chicago, a balanced performance, 
an attractive set, a laugh-studded 
farce handled by competent farc- 
eurs. 

Script is slow and gabby in the 
first act but moves swiftly there- 
after. Plot is stereotyped but easy 
to forgive amid the laughter. Rei 
Terry's lengthy, difficult, and brit- 
tle role was sustained throughout 
without a lapse of memory or a 
false emphasis in tempo; a genuine 
demonstration of professional com- 
petence. John Gallaudet’s light- 
and-shading in the farce by-play 
also stood out. Land. 


Hollywood, June 27. 
ama in three acts, by Paut Fort. Di- 
w.- by Oliver Hinsdell. Cast: Russell 
Simpson, Richard Beach, David Carlyle, 
Bodil Rosing, Betty Brown, Mabel Marden, 
Darwin Rudd. Produced by the Beverly 
Hills Little theatre, 


June 27 

Paul Fort for his first play, has 
written the story of an 18-year-old 
lad who has never read ‘What 
Every Boy Should Know.’ On his 
father’s farm he has acquired some 
biology from the cows and chickens, 
but not much. His brother, mar- 
ried for several months, announces 
that an heir is expected. The boy 
doesn’t understand. His mother, 
having died when he was born, the 
boy is raised by his father, who be- 
lieves such information unnecessary 
to the boy's welfare. 

A new housekeeper and _ her 
daughter come to live with the boy 
and his father. The girl becomes 
aware she is to have a baby, the 
boy admitting responsibility for her 
condition. Her mother sends her 
to a nearby village for an operation. 
Again the boy doesn’t understand. 
His father denounces him and 
makes the boy move to the barn. 
During the night he returns to the 





house, finds his father with the 
housekeeper, and shoots him, for 
what reason, the euthor failed to 
explain, 


In the morning the entire affair 
is cleared up with the father ad- 
mitting he had neglected his son's 
education, The girl returns, an- 
nouncing she will not undergo the 
operation. The boy plans to marry 
her after he is released from prison, 
where he must serve a term for 
shooting his father. 

Locale is a Swiss village, where 
18-year-old youths may have little 
knowledge of life. In this country 
the story is an unbelievable affair 
that fails to hold interest. 

For a first play, Fort shows 
knowledge of the stage, but has the 
failing of most amateurs in over- 
writing speeches and is inclined to 
be philosophical. For the legit the- 
atre it is worthless, but for the 
smali arty groups, who love to get 
down to earth without paying Eu- 
gene O'Neil royalties, it might earn 
a few dollars for its author. Were 
it not for Oliver Hinsdell’s work- 
manlike direction and professional 
cast, it would be a rather tiresome 


evening. 
Russell Simpson, as the dour 
father, gives a nice performance, 


but was hampered with stilted 
lines, as was Richard Beach as the 
son. David Carlyle, the married 
son, has little to do but stand 
around and listen. Bodil Rosing, 
the unfortunate girl’s mother, has 
a thankless part. Best performance 
comes from Mabel Marden, a shrewd 


village girl. Betty Brown, the 
wronged girl, is fair. Darwin 
Rudd, the marshal, handles his 
small part expertly. Call. 





TRAIN SCHOOL TYROS 


Iowa City, Ia., July 3. 

Plenty of aspirants for the stage 
here, with 17 communities in three 
states sending representatives for 
the cast of high school amateurs 
to present a play at the University 
of Iowa in July. ‘The Wisdom 
Tooth,’ by Mare Connolly, is the 
vehicle, 

Each of the 23 members of the 
cast has done outstanding work in 
high school dramatics. Training 
will continue until July 20. 





‘Never Touch Me’ for Chi? 


Chieago, July 3. 
‘Never Touch Me’ by Larry John- 
son is in prospect for a local pro- 
duction. at the Garrick. Ralph 
Kettering may put it on. 
‘Hired Husbands’ by the same 





author ts current at the Studebaker 
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Lesit Code to Set Minimum Wage 


REGIUTEIMATE 
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For Acters; Equity Has Own Ideas 


First step to co-ordinate legit 


ghow interests for the purposes of 
obtaining succor under the Nation- 
ai Industrial Recovery Act, will be 
the framing of a code of fair prac- 
tices by the managers (and pro- 
ducers). That was decided on at 
a meeting of the National Alliance 
of the Theatre last week in the 


Theatre League rooms. The other 
groups will await the managers’ 
code. 

It is virtually certain that the 
managers’ code will seek to set a 
minimum wage for legit actors. 
That is the answer to Equity com- 
plaints of its members are being 
paid incredibly small salaries. The 
managers’ move will probably be 
a surprise to Equity which at a spe- 
cial Council session, did not touch 
the low compensation matter for 
jt is understood the actors’ organ- 
ization is considering a _ different 
solution of the problem, 

Code Ready July 11 


Word has been sent to the Recov- 
ery Administration, that the code 
for show business would be ready 
on or about July 11. Dr. Henry 
Moskowitz of the Theatre League 
was appointed to contact Washing- 
ton and will visit government of- 
ficials there this week. In some 
quarters it was thought that be- 
cause of the mass of work involved 
in the effort to straighten ‘out lead- 
ing basic industries, the theatre 
problem would not be reached for 
many months, but enthusiasts for 
participation in the President’s re- 
covery plan, are confident that the 
showmen’s code will receive pref- 
erential consideration. Whole move 
on the part of the legits, of course, 
is predicted on the expectation that 
their enterprises will be formally 
acknowledged as coming within the 
ken of the Recovery Act. 

While the dramatists, in part at 
least, are holding aloof from the 
conferences, labor (stage hands, 
musicians, also Equity) has stated, 
that it will go along with the move- 
ment. It is believed that is in line 
with general instructions sent by 
the American Federation of Labor, 
whole-heartedly for the Recovery 
Act which clearly states it favors 
established wage scales at least. 

Managers say there is no idea of 
reducing back stage wages, unless 
the unions are in agreement. There 
will be sessions from time to time 
throughout the summer to discuss 
ecales and working conditions, the 
laiter being principally considered. 
From that direction the changes 
will come, it is expected. 

Equity’s Wage Position 

Equity is hesitant about the min- 
imum wage. It never figured be- 
ing forced to consider such a prob- 
lem and is inclined to believe that 
establishing a minimum is not the 
proper solution to absurd salaries 
which members have been forced to 
accept out of sheer necessity, with 
eases where players receive as low 
as one-fifth that of the lowest stage 
hand wage. 


Were a minimum tried, Equity 
would have to set it at least $40 
weekly, since regular members 


should receive more than the chor- 
isters, Equity isn’t confident mem- 
bers would not evade the regula- 
tion if decided on. Next step will 
come automatically and at the 
hands of the managers. Equity has 
one idea in correcting Jow salaries 
—that any player receiving $25 or 
less shall be paid for rehearsals. 
Equity believes, too, that if a $40 
Minimum should be named _ there 
would be an inclination on the part 
of managers to pul] down the $50 
to $75 per week actors towards the 
lower mark. 

It is possible that the stage hands 
and musicians wil] offer their con- 
tracts with the managers as codes. 
Certain it is that the managers will 
seek for contractual changes. Since 
the managers will be the first to 
formulate a code, the other groups 
will have a chance to dissect it and 
inject elements into the final form 
that would be 
for approval. 


Same would apply to the Drarna- 
tists’ Guild, which, howéver, may 
be whipped into line by the coast 


Writers who insisted on being rep- 
resented in the picture industry's 
code. There is no doubt that the 
picture end, working entirely apart 
from the legit, is better organized 
all around. 


Managers say the authors are 


lath to participate in the reeovery 





sent to Washington | 





os 


Hartford Loses Stock, 
Plenty Tryouts Left 


Hartford, Conn., July 3. 


After six weeks of stage shows 
by one stock company, one pro- 
ducer and another’ organization 
staging performances every day, 


Hartford suddenly passed out of 
the legit picture. For a while 100 
or more actors found employment. 

The Thacher players at the Pal- 
ac@ moved to Worcester, Mass., 
tye New York Theatre Guild play- 
@rs disbanded and the producers 
of tryout shows pulled out after a 
few weeks of bad plays and bad 
business. The latter, however, 
promised to return in a few weeks 
with ‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover.’ 

Connecticut as a whole, however, 
is producing more legitimate shows 
than any other state in the Union 
at this moment. Almost every 
community along the shore has 
some sort of company playing in 
barns, miniature theatres, hotel au- 
ditoriums and hotels. 


MINNEAPOLIS GOES 1 UP 
IN ‘HICK TOWN’ WRANGLE 


Minneapolis, July 3. 


The natives here were aroused at 
newspaper ads for the Marcus Show 
at the St. Paul Orpheum insinuat- 
ing that Minneapolis is a ‘hick 
town’ because the mayor banned 
‘Crazy Quilt’ on account of ‘ob- 
jectionable’ posters and advertising 
matter. The ads stated, in effect, 
that the unexpurgated edition of the 
special midnight performance could 
not be given in Minneapolis and 
other places like Boston because of 
their alleged prudishness. A com- 
munication from A. B. Marcus and 
addressed to Cliff Rust, St. Paul 
Orpheum manager, inquired whether 
St. Paul was a ‘hick town,’ too, or 
whether the unexpurgated edition 
could be given there. 

In his ‘reply’ in the newspaper 
ads, Rust assured Marcus that St. 
Paul is not a ‘hick town’ and that 
the show would not have to be toned 
down in the slightest. 

The day following the appearance 
of the ads, the police department 
ordered Rust to take down or cover 
up posters and billboard advertising. 
Newspaper editorials also appeared 
condemning the show and its post- 
ers. 

Rust, however, stood his ground 
and, defying the police, refused to 





have the heralds and other bill- 
board advertising removed. The 
midnight performance was given 


without police interference, but the 
police department is threatening 
now to proceed against the Or- 
pheum manager and to attempt to 
have the theatre’s license cancelled. 

And Minneapolis has just elected 
a liberal mayor, A. G. Bainbridge, 
veteran showman, who campaigns 
on an open-town platform. 





movement because they do not care 
to place the Basic Minimum Agree- 
ment under scrutiny. However, 
should the authors stand on the 
outside, there would be no reason 
why the managers could not sub- 
mit the agreement to Washington 
and seek the adjustment of unfair 
practices they claim are contained 
in the clauses therein. 

The authors say they are not sub- 
ject to the Recovery Act because 
they receive no set wages, working 
entirely on a royalty basis. The 
position is that they are not ac- 
tually of the theatre. That might 
apply to writers whose works do 
not enter the theatre, but the Dra- 
matists’ Guild occupies a different 
status, supplying the product for 
the stage, having a say in casting, 
attending rehearsals and contribut- 
ing in other ways. 

At last week's 

Ss. T. S. E. was represented by 
local No. 1 of the stage hands 
sicians similarly rep- 
resented the musicians’ federation, 
its national body. William A. Brady, 


meeting the 


Mu- 


local union 


managers’ chairman, whose efforts 
started the Recovery movement 
was unable to be present becaus¢ 
of a foot ailment. If he is still con- 


+ 


fined the committee will meet with 
him at his home so that the code 
will be before next Mon- 


day (11). 


ready 





FLOCK OF ‘RHAPSODYS’ 


Austin’s Tank-Town Clean-up Show 
To Be Duplicated 





‘Broadway Rhapsody’ completed a 
long touring season at New Orleans 
June 24, playing four weeks at the 
Suburban Gardens there, after being 
booked in for two weeks under a 
guarantee. Vaude revue’ which 
traveled in trucks started in West 
Virginia, playing many repeat dates 
in picture theatres in the section 
before touring southward. 

Bob Kerr, who conceived the idea, 
plans three or four similar shows 
for the road next season. Gene 
Austin, who topped ‘Rhapsody’ and 
was interested in the show, will 
probably again team with Kerr. 
Austin is in New Orleans doing 
radio broadcasting. 


‘HONEYSUCKLE,’ RURAL 
CLICK, HITS BIG TOWN 


‘Moonlight and Honeysuckle,’ ex- 
panded from the radio feature simi- 
larly titled, is current at the Hollis, 
Boston, on a regular legit basis. 
One-day stand bookings in Mass. in- 
clude Manchester and Leominster, 
which have not had a touring at- 
traction in five years. 

It is a hill billy show devised by 
Lulu Vollmer who specializes  .n 
Kentucky mountain atmosphere. 
Bookings are made into territory 
which have rarely had shows in 
recent seasons, upon the same theory 
so successfully worked out in the 
South last season by Bob Kerr, Gene 
Austin with ‘Broadway Rhapsody’, 
and others. 

Draw from radio fans was first 
tested out around Cleveland in 
church auditoriums where the gross 
in a week was $10,000. In each 
stand there is a local radio plug, 
readily arranged because of the 
players’ NBC standing. 

‘Honeysuckle’ plays 10 perform- 
ances weekly, players receiving two- 
eighths extra salary over the con- 
tracted amounts. Top admission at 
night is $1.10, with the matinees 75 
and 55 cents. George W. Gatts has 
the attraction, with Fred Jordan 
ahead. First full week stand was 
at Montreal last week. 


Hood Turns Greeter 


Seattle, Wash., July 3. 

George T. Hood, for 17 years as- 
sociated with John Cort in Pacific 
Northwest legit, and after that 
Klaw & Erlanger rep here for 12 
years, has given up show biz to be- 
some a boniface. Hood has bee. 
made assistant to the general man- 
ager of Louisa C. Frye, Inc., which 
owns and operates the Frye and 
Stevens hotels here. 

Applying showmanship to inn- 
keeping will be Hood’s duties, with 
the Frye presently coming under his 
general supervision, He will re- 
model the Frye to make it a replica 
of a Klondike roadhouse, with bar 
and all the trimmings. 














Ethel Waters Engaged for 
New Music Box Revue 


Ethel Waters has been engaged 
for ‘As Thousands Cheer,’ the Irving 
3erlin-Moss Hart revue which Sam 
H. Harris will present at the Music 
Box early in September. Selection 
of the colored warbler followed Ber- 
lin’s idea that several numbers in 
the score would be best handled by 
Miss Waters. Latter will work 
solo, possibly supported by a col- 
ored girl quartet. 

Revue will be headed by Marilyn 
Miller and Clifton Webb, balance of 
the casting being incomplete. 








Inez Courtney Set 


Hollywood, July 3. 
Inez Courtney, who closed in ‘Din- 
ner at Eight’ in San Francisco Sat- 
urday night (1), enroute to New 
York where she will go into the Joe 
| Cook musical. 
Spotted by Ralph G. Farnum 


| 





NEW ‘MUSIC’ PRIMA DONNA 
Desiree Tabor will enter the cast 
of ‘Music in the Air’ at the 44th 
Street, N. Y., this week, replacing 
Natalie Hall. Plan for Vivienne | 
Segal to take over the prima donna | 
assignment fell through on salary | 
terms. Miss Segal was in the coast} 
‘Air’ company which stopped after 
weeks. 

| Miss Tabor will remain with the 
ishow for the Chicago engagement. 


| 
| 


| twe 


i|mont hotel 
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Most of Cast Is Set for 
Screen ‘Take a Chance’ 


Two Broadway musicals, “Take a 
Chance’ and ‘Music in the Air,’ now 
set for picturization. Latter will be 
made by Fox on the coast, calls for 
the payment of $40,000 as against 
10% of the gross. ‘Chance’ will be 
made independently for Universal 
and will be shot in the former Para- 
mount studio, Astoria, starting July 
20. Both are slated for autumn or 
winter release dates, neither to be 
exhibited while the attractions are 
still on the boards. 

‘Chance’ will be produced by Lau- 
rence Schwab in the association 
with Rowland & Brice. 

Engaged so far are Jimmy Dunn, 
Ike Edwards, Buddy Rogers (prob- 
able juvenile lead), Lillian Roth, 
Dorothy Lee and Joan Marsh. 
‘Chance’ closed on Broadway last 
Saturday after running 31 weeks. 
‘Air’ is one of the few attractions 
remaining, at the 44th Street. 
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‘ALICE IN WONDERLAND’ 
STARTS SO. CALIF. TOUR 


Los Angeles, June 3. 

‘Alice in Wonderland,’ pro- 
duced in San Francisco by the 
Reginald Travers Repertory Play- 
ers, with a cast of 40, begins its 
Southern California dates for Fox 
West Coast at the Arlington, Santa 
Barbara, July 5. 

Troupe, which is playing matinees 
only in the F-WC houses, is set 
for 27 performances, including six 
days in Los Angeles houses. Ex- 
travaganza will be presented locally 
at the Figueroa, Uptown, Egyptian, 
Wilshire and Golden Gate. The 
Egyptian engagement is for two 
matinees, July 7-8. Tour winds up 
Aug. 5 at the Fox, Bakersfield. 


Tents Deing Weil 


Chicago, July 3. 

Dramatic repertory companies 
touring the farmlands under canvas 
report the best business in years. 
This is taken to be in advance re- 
flection of better wheat prices. 

Tents, however, haven’t been nu- 
merous this year so that the dozen 
or so in this wide prairie territory 
haven’t as much opposition as for- 
merly. 


Dan C. Curry’s Estate 
Valued at $7,057 Net 


Estate of the late Dan C. Curry, 
general manager for the late Flo 
Ziegfeld, was valued at $12,584, with 
a net value of $7,057. Mrs. Ethel 
Curry, the widow, and two daugh- 
ters, Martha and Marye, share the 
residuary estate, each getting $1,800. 
Helen Magee, set forth as a friend 
of the deceased, received personal 
effects valued at about $1,600. 

Mrs. Curry holds notes amount- 
ing to $46,660 signed by Ziegfeld 
which she states are worthless be- 
cause the showman was insolvent at 
his death, two weeks after Curry’s 
demise. She stated that at a recent 
meeting of creditors it was esti- 











mated the producer owed about 
$1,000,000. 
The Ziegfeld notes are said to 


represent money loaned to Ziegfeld 
by Curry. Another uncollectible 
note is for $250, signed by one Rich- 
ard Bennett. 


Nell Kelly Bankrupt 


Nell Kelly, giving her address as 


15,000,000 Pop on Pacific Slope, but 
Only 3 Low Scale Legits Current 


———____.. 


Los Angeles, July 3. 
With ‘Dinner at Eight’ folding in 
San Francisco Saturday (1) there 
isn’t a $2.50 show playing on the 
Coast. It’s estimated that there 
are 15,000,000 people and a dozen 
cities located west of the Rockies. 
It sounds good, but legit producers 
here are about convinced that the 
mob won't pay over $1.50 for a legit 
attraction and then they're not so 
box office conscious. 
Currently, there are but 
legit attractions on the 
slope, all playing in L. A. Trio are 
Henry Duffy's production of ‘20th 
Century,’ with Eugenie Leontovich 
and Gregory Ratoff, selling at $1.65 
at the El Capitan. The co-opera- 
tive ‘Nine o'Clock Revue,’ produced 
by Eddie Lambert at the Music 
Box and selling for the same price, 
and George K. Arthur's ‘Sport of 
Kings’ at the Hollywood Playhouse, 
selling for $1.10. All are in Holly- 
wood, 
Belasco and Curran, producers of 
‘Dinner at Eight,’ are the only 
Coast legiters getting more than a 
buck 50 for their attractions. It 
has been an on-and-off season *¢ 
them. Two weeks ago, they closed 
‘Music in the Air’ at the Belasco 
here after going $20,000 in the red 
o1 a two week engagement. ‘Dinner’ 
has made money for them, but their 
entire season is dipped in red ink. 


Only One Off Nut 


With the exception of Duffy, no 
local producer has beat his nut 
during the past season. Duffy was 
on the red side until he got ‘Coun- 
sellor-at-Law,’ which took him out 
on a nine-week run. A dozen co-op 
ventures have been tried, but with 
the exception of the Arthur Lam- 
bert efforts, all have landed be- 
hind the eight ball. Lucille Lae 
Verne closed her arrival of ‘Sun- 
Up’ at the Mirror last Thursday 
(29), because with a cast working 
for buttons and a nut of $1,000 she 
couldn’t make the grade. 

At present, there is but one new 
production hovering on the out- 
side, ‘Low and Behold,’ a co-op re- 
vue produced by Leonard Sillman. 
Piece was originally produced at 
the Pasadena Community Playhouse 
and is scheduled to follow ‘Nine 
o’Clock Revue’ into the Music Box. 

A dozen legit producers of the 
shoestring variety are talking to 
themselves along Hollywood boule- 
vard. It’s no use talking to anyone 
else, they have nothing to get a 
bankroll on. There’s no angel money 
floating by for them to grab. To 
them, the main stem is in Melan- 
chollywood. 


three 
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AL FRESCO OPERA AS 
CLEVE. REALTY LURE 


Cleveland, July 3. 

Outdoor opera theatre over-look- 
ing Lake Erie, with capacity for 
6,500, is being completed by H. A. 
and R. E. Kangesser and will open 
July 20 with Handel Wadsworth's 
light 9pera company in ‘Said Pasha.’ 

Owners are real estate men who 
are building theatre to ballyhoo their 
land and adjoining amusement park. 
Will be modeled after St. Louis’ mu- 
nicipal opera and Ravinia’s in Chi- 
cago, with a two-elevation stage 
flanked by willow trees. Company, 
including 150 singers, is made up of 
local talent. 


Macloon Tries East 


Louis Macloon has temporarily 
abandoned the coast and is in New 
York with the idea of promoting the 








the Mayflower hotel, resorted to the 
bankruptcy way out with a petition 
filed in New York last week. Papers 
stated that her liabilities totaled 
$4,302 and that her assets were un- 
known. 

Other 
gave in her 
nold Stoltz. 


name that the bankrupt 
petition was Mrs. Ar- 





MAGIC-MUSIC REVUE 
San Francisco, July 3. 
Steve Shepherd and Don Walker: 
are dickering to take over the 
Travers theatre in the swank Fair- 
where they hope to de 
they call a magical 


what musical 


i revue 


Shepherd is a. vaude magician 
while Walker knows song and dance 
stull 


| Simon Legree, 
las Topsy and Anita Denister as Eva, 


production of several plays. He 
also plans a summer stock at Myse- 
tic, Conn, 

The spot is the speed-boat plant 
which he operated for a time seéve 
eral years ago. Several boats were 
completed-—and then came the de- 
pression. Selling price was to have 
been 50 G's. 


‘Uncle Tom’ on Coast 


Hollywood, July 
‘Uncle 
Tom's Cabin’ at the Pasadena Com- 
munity Playhouse, opening 
row (4). 

talph Freud has been spotted in 
the title part, Emmett Vogan as 
Ruth Covell Levison 


Gilmor Brown is reviving 


tomor- 
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English Agents Hold Up US. Acts 
With Threats Over Labor Permits 


London, June 25. 
London agents have not yet ex- 
hausted their entire bag of tricks. 
Their latest is about the limit In 
audacity. Quite a few Americans 
here ready to take a chance in go- 
ing out with a unit to the provinces. 
In order to comply with the Minis- 
try of Labor ‘egulations, it is neces- 
sary for the Americans to line up 
a percentage of English acts with 
the outfit. Agents here are aware 
of the situation, and some of them 
have put it to good use. In some 
instances they have gone so far as 
practically blackmailing the Amer- 
icans into taking certain acts, re- 
gardless of the value. They even 
try to blackjack them into paying 
fancy prices for acts not worth it. 
While nothing is done in the open, 
there is always a veiled threat they 
(the acts) will be reported to the 
Ministry of Labor as not being es- 
sential. An American act was go- 
ing through this situation when 
they suddenly thought of the Va- 
riety Artists Federation. They con- 
sulted this body, with the result the 
agents climbed down several pegs, 
and the act is now staying without 
further hindrance, 
‘Violets’ Ends 
‘Wild Violets’ finishes’ at Drury 
Lane July 8, after more than eight 
months’ run. It will be succeeded 
by “Ball in Savoy’ early in Septem- 
ber. . The whole of the revolving 
stage will be removed and the old 
hydraulic lifts will once more be 
put in service. 
Swaff in Wax 
Louis Tussaud, head of Tussaud’s 
Waxworks Museum, has asked, and 
béen granted, permission to model 
Hannen Swaffer. 








Title for Filmer 
The Gaumont-British outfit is 
seheduled for a knighthood, with all 
indications pointing to the honor 
being conferred upon Michael Bal- 
con, managing director of Gains- 
borough productions, 





‘Bitter Sweet’ Premiere 
The world premiere of the filmiza- 
tion of ‘Bitter Sweet’ will be given 
at the Carlton here, Aug. 21. The 
Carlton is a Paramount house and 
the ‘Bitter Sweet’ production a 
United Artists release, 





Two Sketches on Bill 

With sketches considered passe as 
music-hall fare, in these days of 
speed-vaudeville, it is surprising to 
find two sketches in one bill at the 
London Palladium, week of June 19. 
Will Hays and his scholars do one 
of their usual, and Douglas Wake- 
field and company play one of their 
several returns in ‘The New Garage,’ 
which is a big laugh, but has played 
this house too often. 

Important newcomers are Billy 
Wells and the Four Fays tornado of 
hoofing. Act is what is needed 
here, but the salary will be the bar- 
rier to constant dates. Edwin 
Styles, back after American sojourn, 
comperes pleasingly. He is in for 
three weeks. 

Duke Ellington, in his second and 
last week, still drew capacity. Last 
week’s grosses were $16,000. Pal- 
ladium management wants Ellington 
for a third week, but previous en- 
gagements forbid. 

Malone at Leicester Sq. 

Only important incident at Leices- 
ter Square theatre, week 19, is the 
appearance of Danny Malone, Irish 
tenor discovery. Tenor originally 
booked some months ago, but failed 
to put in appearance, claiming the 
acoustics were unsuitable, Lots of 
writs and counter writs, with cur- 
rent appearance as compromise. 
Boy has nice appearance and pleas- 
ing voice. Reception was most en- 
couraging. 

Newcomers are: Agnes George De 
Mille, relation of the famous De 
Milles, classical dancer; Harry and 
Dan Downing, comedy spiel, funny 
and can harmonize; Le Blanc, Du 
Charme and Ray, continental danc- 
ers; De Wolfe, Metcalf and Ford. 





May Features Pavilion 
Only American on London Pa- 
vilion bill, week of June 19, is Bobby 
May, who stands out. Rest of pro- 
gram has too many double comedy 
acts; actual number being four. 





Earns Own Postage 
Dominion theatre, Ltd., 
funct $2,000,000 concern, 


the de- 
dividends 


i .~ of which were guaranteed by Drury 


Lane theatre and Moss Empire, just 
paid its last dividend. 

It was due in April, but there was 
not enough money to pay for send- 
ing out the vouchers. This neces- 
sitated putting the $28,000 dividend 
money on deposit, and with the in- 
terest accrued the vouchers were 
sent out. 





Geraghty Goes Lyric 
Tom Geraghty, who is over here 
with Douglas Fairbanks, visited 
the Cheshtfre Cheese, and was given 


+ 





Shaw’s Auto-Obit 


London, June 25. 

George Bernard Shaw has 
written his own obituary no- 
tice, which has been delivered 
to the ‘Daily Herald’ and been 
paid for. 

It is said he has received a 
fat check for it. 











the seat of honor in the old chop 
house, where Dr. Johnson is sup- 
posed to have presided. Geraghty 
wrote in the visitors’ book: 

‘Where Johnson sat, sat I, 

I and good friends and ale; 
Beefsteak and kidney pie 

That Johnson ate, ate L 

I, and stout friends and hale! 
What more for man than these? 
Pie, and good ale, and cheese!’ 





Mandel an Early Out 
William. Mandel (vaude), who en- 
tered the British amateur golf 
championship, was beaten in the 
opening qualifying round, 





Hands Across the Sea 
According to private cables here, 
Godfrey Tearle, president of British 
Equity, has been wrongly reported 
in America. There was talk over 
there of ‘retaliation’ here for the at- 
titude of Equity in America, Of- 
ficials of British Equity say they 
are working in close harmony with 
American Equity and all discussions 
are harmonious. 





Greet the Rocques 
Universal threw:a cocktail party 
at the Cafe de Paris, 19, to celebrate 
the arrival of Rod la Rocque and 
Vilma Banky, here on their way to 
Hollywood after completing two 
productions on the Continent. 





Politics in Business 

Lack of tect cost Conrad Veidt 
two film contracts with Gaumont- 
British, representing a loss to the 
German star of about $25,000. Veidt, 
during the filming of ‘I Was a Spy’ 
at the G.-B. studio, got into an ar- 
gument with the Austrian make-up 
man, the subject of discourse being 
Hitler. Veidt boosted Hitler and all 
his policies. This got to the ears of 
the Ostrers, with the result Veidt’s 
informal understanding he was to 
play lead in ‘Channel Crossing’ and 
his own scenario of ‘The Wandering 
Jew,’ both *o be done by G.-B., failed 
to materialize. 





Just Misses Again 

‘The Mocking Bird,’ produced at 
the St. Martin’s theatre June 22, is 
the second effort of an author 
named Lionel Hale. When the first 
was produced, the critics predicted 
he was a playwright of much prom- 
ise. Generally agreed that he still 
just missed. 





Sir Nigel Playfair and Gyles 
Isham revived Edmond Rostand’s 
‘The Fantasticks’ at the Lyric, 
Hammersmith, June 21. An artistic 
production, favorably received. 





9-Day Run 
Shaftesbury theatre ‘If I Were 
You,’ the Shalom Aleichem comedy, 
translated by his daughter, Tamara 
Berkowitz, lasted nine days. Gus 
Yorke was specially brought over 
from New York to play lead. 





Meighan Golf Fan 

Tommy Meighan is here doing all 
the first nights and renewing old 
friendships. Before the war he 
played over here in ‘Broadway 
Jones’ in support of Seymour Hicks. 
Meighan says he is over here on a 
holiday and his principal object is 
to attend the Ryder Cup golf con- 
test, 





Nazi Ban an Asset 


Vienna, June 26. 

Arthur Lowenstein, whose success- 
ful career in Germany as a conduc- 
tor and theatre director came to an 
abrupt end owing to the fact that 
his grandfather was a Jew, arrived 
here with ambitious plans to collect 
the cream of boycotted musicians 
and to go on tour with them in 
France, England, and maybe Amer- 
ica. 

Hopes to get support abroad, in 
particular as he intends to offer ex- 
ceptional program ranging from 
classics to ultra-moderns and to 
serve up his stuff with A-1 orches- 
tra and soloists. 








NOVARRO IN LONDON 
London, July 3. 
Ramon Novarro is booked into the 
Palladium for a personal appear- 
ance July 17. 
Picture star has been touring the 





continent for the past month. 


Pollak Falls Dead as 
He Leads Prague Band 


Prague, June 20. 


Egon Pollak, at one time the mu- 
sical director of the Chicago Civic 
Opera, and previously in similar 
positions in Leipzig, Vienna, 
Frankfurt, Berlin, dropped dead 
while directing a gala performance 
of ‘Fidelio,’ in the German theatre, 
with Elizabeth Rethberg, of the 
Metropolitan opera, ready to sing 
the chief role. 

Pollak had opened with the over- 
ture and the music of the quartet 
when he was suddenly overcome. 
With great effort he motioned to 
Professor Georg Szell (several 
times the leader of the St. Louis 
Philharmonic) who was sitting in 
a box to take his place. Pollak 
with effort left the orchestra and 
went back stage where he col- 
lapsed. 


Toller’s Play Banned 
In Germany, Sold for 
London, U.S. Likely 


Vienna, June 25. 


Ernst Toller’s new play, ‘The 
Blind Goddess,’ which was done 
early in the season with much suc- 
cess at the Raimund and later in 
the season at Prague was sold for 
production in England and Amer- 
ica. Play is now being translated 
and adapted by Norman Alexander, 
who has a contract out for produc- 
tions of his version at the Gate the- 
atre, London. There are inquiries 
also from the U. S. 

‘The Blind Goddess’ is, of course, 
blacklisted in Germany, as are all 
the works by this author. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 








é Cape Town, June 4. 
Rains, storms and cold weather 
throughout the country have a de- 
pressing effect on amusement busi- 
ness. The dismal interior of many 
show houses with inadequate heat- 
ing is a factor. 





Missing Advance Agent 

Tom Burns, advance agent for 
Pagel’s Circus, mysteriously disap- 
peared from Maritzburg (Natal). 
The mystery has been cleared, as 
Burns was found in Charleston 
(Natal), where he had gone to be 
married. 





Grunt Season On 

The wrestling season is on here. 
Jack Robinson, jui-jitsu expert, has 
arrived. Reported that Ben Sher- 
man and Wild Bill Riley will come 
over in July. Possible that Douglas 
Clarke, heavyweight wrestling 
champion of Europe, may visit the 
country. 





Boswell’s Circus 

Boswell Bros. Circus attracting in 
Cape Town. Star acts are the Six 
Gay Gordons, Scottish entertainers; 
Alwida and Partner, comedy jug- 
glers; St. Moriz Skaters, Buck War- 
ren and Chic Cooper, western act; 
Renaldo Trio, trampolinists. 





British and Universal Pictures, 
Ltd., new independent, scored a suc- 
cess at the City Hall, Johannesburg, 
with Edgar Wallace’s ‘The Fright- 
ened Lady.’ 





Announced that Molly Lamont, 
South African film actress, will visit 
her native country in December on 
a holiday. 





Champ Defeated 

One of the cleanest and cleverest 
heavyweight boxing contests was 
fought at the City Hall, Cape Town, 
when Clyde Chastain, American 
boxer, knocked out Jack O'Malley, 
Australian ex-champion, in the 
eighth round of a 12-round contest. 
Chastain put over some clever work. 
For some unaccountable reason the 
crowd booed both men, but the ref- 
eree and local press say it was one 
of the best bouts seen for some time. 





Carl J. Sonne, resident managing 
director of MGM Films (South 
Africa), Ltd., recently went to Eu- 
rope via the air mail route. 


O’CASEY IN ZURICH 
Zurich, June 23. 

First Swiss presentation of Sean 
O'Casey’s ‘The Plough and _ the 
Stars’ in its German adaptation by 
Erich Glass was given at the 
Kuechlin theatre in Basel. 

Piece was presented by group of 
young players. Leading local daily, 
sasler ‘National Zeitung,’ boosted 
| Dlay by reviewing it twice, recom- 
‘mending it to theatregoers. 














Toronto, June 30. 

Latest FP-Can. changes _ under 
the N. L. Nathanson regime sees 
the transfer of Howard Knevels to 
the managership of the Capitol at 
Montreal, Formerly manager of 
the Imperial here, Knevels was 
transferred three weeks ago as dis- 
trict manager for southwestern On- 
tario. 

Arthur is now manager of the 
Imperial here, FP-Can.’s ace housc. 
Larry Berg, formerly district man- 
ager for Quebec, with headquarters 
at the Capitol, Montreal, takes over 
the Canadian West Coast territory, 
with headquarters at Vancouver. 


U.S. Magyar Break 


(Continued from page 11) 
ploited according to American 
methods, with much success, 

Other pictures released by Metro 
were: 
‘Big House’ 
‘Bring "Em Back Alive’.2 weeks 
‘Pardon Us’ ..2t week 
‘Red-Headed Woman’..2 weeks 
Universal Releases 


included Hollywood pro- 





es 


These 


duction as well as Berlin produc- 
tion of Universal. 


Americans in 
original English-language versions, 
were the following: 
Igloo” 4... .10 days 
‘The ‘Mummy’.....--+.-2 weeks 


"Nagana” ...ccccccccecel Week 

‘Back Street’...........2 weeks 

U's westerns: ‘Destry Rides 
Again,’ ‘The Texas Bad Man,’ 


‘Rider of Death Valley,’ ‘Lasco of 
Rio Grande,’ were not released in 
deluxe houses but ran simultane- 
ously in half a dozen second-run 
theatres. U's Berlin production had 
better luck: 
‘Funf von der Jazzband.'2 
‘Johnny stiehlt Europa’.1 
‘Die unsichtbare Front’.2 
‘Der Rebell’.... 
‘Kriminalreporter Holm’. 
1 week 
weeks 


weeks 
week 

weeks 
weeks 


‘Fraulein Paprika’ 
‘Gruss und Kuss Veron- 
ika’ .8 weeks 
The last two mentioned pictures 
were the season’s hits here because 
they starred Francisca Gaal, pop- 
ular Hungarian actress, for the first 
time in picture.. 
Columbia Releases 


se eee 


‘No Greater Love’..... 4 weeks 
‘The Criminal Code’....1 week 
‘Charley’s Aunt’........ 1 week 
‘War Correspondent’...1 week 


‘No Greater Love’ was excellent 
b. 0.° 
Paramount Releases 
‘Case of Clara Dean’..10 days 
‘The Blonde Venus’....3 weeks 
‘Love Me Tonight’ weeks 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ 

5 weeks 
ovis: CYART «626d ssa0 2 weeks 
‘Trouble in Paradise’,.1 week 
‘Ave Ceasar’. .3 weeks 
‘Devil and the Deep’...1 week 
‘King of the Jungle’..2 weeks 
‘If I Had a Million’....3 weeks 
‘Evenings For Sale’....1 week 
All these were shown in the orig- 

inal English-speaking version and 
showed better returns than these 
synchronized in German: 


‘Strangers in Love’....1 week 


1 
3 
1 
2 
3 
1 


‘This Is the. Night’..... 1 week 
‘Ladies of the Big House’ 
1 week 


Or the German pictures released 


by Paramount: 


MEE W0dvias 66'ed eens sx 1 week 
“SCOmeer WAU 6k scé vic we 1 week 
‘Madonna, wo bist du’.1 week 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ was Para- 


mount’s best money maker this sea- 
son, though press was bad. The 
Lubitsch picture, ‘Trouble in Para- 
dise,’ got the best press notices in 
a long time, but no b. o. 


Fox Releases 


J. Fhe). oe es .2 weeks 
‘Yellow Ticket’. .ccsce> 2 weeks 
“TOE oon vicwe eooee-l week 
"EERROEORK” fcc ceacvel WOGK 
Mn  -. ces. da adceues 1 week 
‘Careless Lady’......e. 1 week 
‘Sherlock Holmes’...... 1 week 
‘Merely Mary Ann’,...1 week 
‘Golden West’.......... 2 weeks 
And two pictures synchronized in 
German: 
Over the Hill’ 1 week 
‘Congorila’ , 2 weeks 





‘New York from Dawa till Mid- 





Epidemic of Musicals Is Forecast 
For Central Europe in 


More Nathanson Shifts 


the Autumn 


—— 





Vienna, June 25 

Twenty new operettas have been 
announced for production in Cen- 
tral Europe next season. Bulk of 
them are scheduled for production 
in Vienna. Notably among these 
Franz Lehar’s operetta, ‘Giuditta,’ 
to which Beda and Knepler deliv- 
ered the libretto. This will be done 
early in the fall at the State's 
Opera, with Richard Tauber and, 
maybe, Jeritza playing leads. 

Others include a new one by 
Oscar Straus, with a text of Gruen- 
wald, Oesterreicher and Hirschfeld. 
Another Oscar Straus opus in col- 
laboration with the Hungarian com- 
poser, Albert Szirmay, for which 
an Austrian librettist will call in the 
help of a Hungarian. ‘Love on the 
Danube,’ by Edmund Eysler, and 
Wilhelm Sterk’s new text version 
of popular Eysler classic, ‘Brother 
Straubinger.’ , 

Paul Abraham has a new one for 
a text of Alfred Savoir; Bruno 
Granichstaedten has two new ones 
with texts of his own; Jean Gil- 
bert’s latest with text of Brammer 
and Beer is called ‘The Lady with 
the Rainbow’; Leo Ascher’s with 
text of Lothar and Herz, is called 
‘Bill, Pléase.’ 

Walter Kollo has a farcical com- 
edy with music; Willy Rosen like- 
wise; August Pepock set to music 
a play by Horst and Pollacsek; 
Eduard Kunnecke has ‘A Trip to 
Youth,’ based on Jenbach and Herz 
book; there is a new one’ by Bernard 
Grun for a Wilhelm Sterk text, and 
a Robert Stolz opus, ‘Gloria and 
the Clown.’ Also Ralph Benatzky, 


Michael Krauss, and Emmerich 
Kalman promise to shine with 
some new stuff. 

There are distinct indications 


that all the prose theatres will 
plunge into musical comedies, as 
during the past season did the 
Volks and the Kammersplele. The 
Josefstadt has billed Oscar Straus’ 
‘Mother of Pearl’ for September or 


October, h Fritzi Massary, who 
created th@® chief part of this opus 
in Berlin. Two managements are 


bidding for a musical version of 
Jerome K, Jerome’s ‘Lady Fanny 
and the Servant Problem,’ and 
there is a talk of the ‘Vagabond 
King’ being done here for the first 
time. 


(Continued from page 1) 


Madge Bellamy and Eleanore 
Boardman, both formerly in the big 
money, work infrequently. Alice 
and Marceline Day, when they 
work, are in indies. May McAvoy 
is thinking of coming back, but 
has done nothing since leaving 
Warners four years ago. Laura La 
Plante has made two features since 
she left Universal two years ago, 
Leatrice Joy, Sue Carol, Esthee 
Ralston and Vilma Banky prac« 
tically passed out of the picture 
when they were dropped by mafor 
studios. Same for Molly O'Day 
and Sally O'Neil. 

Most of the male players who go 
off contracts get some sort of @ 
chance for a comeback. Not s0 
with the femme players who, as 4 
rule, when they are ousted by 
major studios, find little work 
available unless at the indie stu- 
dios, where it never lasts long. 
About one year after they are 
away from the major releases, they 





have sliped into the catagory of 
lesser players. 
night,” compiled here from old 


Magic Carpets and newsreels, was 
Fox’ greatest success this season 


It only ran for a week in three 
deluxers, but had a long run in 
smaller houses. 

Warner-First National 
‘Alias the Doctor’......1 week 
‘Women from Monte 

CE Sees navea eTrey 1 week 

"TREO «TbNOE . csccaceas 1 week 

PECONOS “DEAE s oc isc ce 1 week 

he GEN PE OOP 

‘I Am a Fugitive’..... 2 weeks 

‘mason Mine”. .... +s 1 week 

‘One Way Passage’....1 week 

pT” ere 3 weeks 

‘Jewel Robbery’.......10 days 

And a German picture, ‘Die Hcer- 
ren vom Maxim,’ which ran oné 
week, 

Altogether 65 American pictures 
released in Hungary during one 
season, not counting Universal's 
sevce.. Berlin-mades Results satis 
factory, though few smashes 
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Inside Stuff—Lesit 


An error in the N. Y. ‘Journal's’ daily ad copy for ‘Take a Chance’ 
caused embarrassment last week at the Apollo box office. Ad stated 
that the best seats for the night performance were $2. Copy was in- 
tended for the matinee. 

A buyer of four tickets insisted the ad called for best seats at $2.20. 
He bought four tickets at $3.30 after it was explained that the price was 
reduced from the original $4.40 top. Next day the patron came to the 
box office and exhibited the ‘Journal’ ad. Treasurer thereupon refunded 
the difference. Three other people in line made the same claim and also 
secured a refund. This money was deducted from the agency’s weekly 
ad bill. 

‘Chance’ closed last Saturday (1) and is laying off this week. 
open at Erlanger’s, Chicago, early next week. 





Due to 





Among professional organizations which deposited in the closed Har- 
riman National (N. Y.), is Chorus Equity which had a $6,000 balance. 
The International Association of Actors and Artistes (Four A’s) which 
holds the A. F. of L. charter for the stage (Equity is a branch) had 
$9,000 at the Harriman. Largest depositor in show business is said to 
be the Joe Leblang estate and the ticket agency, whose “alance was more 
than $100,000. 

By means of a loan from the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, 50% 
of the deposits are expected to be paid out this week. 





Switch of Philadelphia booking of ‘Shady Lady’ which spotted the 
show at the Chestnut Street instead of the Garrick, was made because 
cash was not deposited with the Garrick management to cover advertis- 
ing costs prior to the premiere. That requirement was made by Samuel 
F. E. Nirdlinger who explained that because of the delay in getting the 
show in shape, he figured the deposit would assure its debut on the an- 
nounced premiere date. 

Garrick will not go into pictures, Nirdlinger booking legit attractions 
there next season. 





Chicago production of ‘The Man Who Changed His Name’ which opened 
June 25 at the Illinois was not reviewed by Variety. Show opened cold 
obviously miscast and insufficiently rehearsed. A review under the cir- 
cumstances of the opening night was deemed unfair because on top of 
everything else the actors were competing with a noisy ventilating 
system, 

This play by Edgar Wallace was produced in New York in 1932. In 
the Chicago company James Hall, film and musical comedy juvenile, 
made his debut in the drama. 





Mare Connelly, the ‘Green Pastures’ kid, upon arrival in New York 
from the coast last week, immediately denied there was any friction 
with Paramount over his writing ‘Alice in Wonderland’, adding that he 
not only would turn out the script but very much liked to do it. 

Friday (30) Connelly and a party of writers sailed for Ireland aboard 
the Kungsholm, the north capes and Russia are included in the itinerary. 
Among the dozen in the group: Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Pulitzer (Margaret 
Leech), Mr. and Mrs. Art Samuels (Vivian Martin), Russel Crouse and 
Aliso Smith, Mrs. Mare Connelly (Madeline Horlick) and Edna Ferber. 





‘Both Your Houses’, 4Maxwell Anderson’s Pulitzer prize play, finally | 


shut down at the Guild, N. Y., last Saturday (1). Award was formally 
announced on Friday in the final week (9th) of the original engagement 
at the Royale. Show then played two weeks in Phila. and return for 
what was to have been a single week but the repeat lasted six weeks. 

Counting the Philly date and the try-out week in Pittsburgh, ‘Houses’ 
had a season of 18 weeks in all. Is slated for the road in the fall. 

In discharging A. H. Woods from bankruptcy Judge Patterson over- 
ruled specifications filed by an objecting creditor, holding that no irregu- 
larities had been proved. 
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Life Insurance and Annuities 
Take 
The Gamble Out of Investments 


This is an all-around invest- 
ment and retirement plan, either 
for the man, who, looking to the 
future, must make the most of 
his early earnings or savings, or 


CURRENT ROAD SHOWS 


Week July 3 

‘Alice in Wonderland,’ Arlington, 
Santa Barbara, July 5; Egyptian, 
Los Angeles, 7-8. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Grand O. H., 
Chicago. 

‘Gay Divorce,’ Apollo, Chicago. 

‘Her Majesty, the Widow,’ Cort, 





for the man of means. It pro- Chicago. 
vides for a regular saving or in- ‘Hired Husbands,’ Studebaker, 
Chicago. 


vestment to produce a sufficient 
income at retirement time. It 
provides for a dependent if the 
investor goes before retirement 
time. 

You have your own problems 
and are entitled to have a Pro- 
gram built for your particular 
use. It will cost you no more to 
own Insurance which fits your 
case perfectly than to buy misfit 
Insurance. 

For further details, write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Av., New York City 


‘Man Who Changed His Name,’ 
Illinois, Chicago. 


‘Moonlight and Honeysuckle,’ Hol- 
lis, Boston, 

‘Tomorrow Turns Back,’ Selwyn, 
Chicago. 





Future Plays 


‘Love Comes of Age’ by Clemence 
Dane and Richard Addinsell, has 
been taken by Delos Chappelle for 
fall. He will also do ‘The Mocking 
Bird’, by Lionel Hale, previously 
known as ‘The Naked Lady’, 
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Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 Louis Beaumont, Howard Hull, 
Angus Duncan, Barry McCollum, 
- men Lillian Savin, J. K. Kelly, Edw. 
Favor, Arthur Mack, ‘John Fer- 
NEW. = 
NON-SMARTING 
TEARPROOF 


Maybelline 


Here's what you've been 


- A real eyelash 
darkener; one that goes 
on right the first time and 
that won't run, smear or 
smart with tears or per- 
Spiration, Positively non-smarting! 
Popular mascara with the profession. Perfectly 
harmless, Try the NEW Maybelline. Black of 
Brown, 75c at any toilet goods counter. 
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MGM STUDIOS 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 
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THREE NEW SHOWS OPEN 
AGAINST HEAT IN LOOP 


Chicago, July 3. 

Chicago’s legit was at the mercy 
of the weather last week. Unques- 
tionable spending tendencies were 
not permitted to develop because of 
the skyrocketing mercury. Three 
dramas, newly arrived, ‘Her Majes- 
ty, the Widow’ (Pauline Frederick), 
‘Hired Husband’ (Harry Puck), and 
‘Man Who Changed His Name’ 
(James Hall) nursed their individ- 
ual hopes through first weeks that 
saw audiences of 100 persons and 
grosses that sounded like the jani- 
tor’s weekly salary. Holidays and 
a moderate weather break this 
week might put any or all of them 
on their feet. Another seven days 
like the last will probably throttle 
the trio. 

Characteristic of Chicago, ‘Gay 
Divorce’ barged into the Apollo 
(Monday) with scanty advance sale. 
Musicals are apt to be strictly win- 
dow and agency last minute sellers 
in this town. ‘Divorce’ is the first 
musical to test its sails in the 
World’s Fair breezes. It will be 
joined a week hence by ‘Take a 
Chance.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Alien Corn,’ Harris (D-1,084; 
$2.75) (4th, final week). Around 
$16,000 in heat. Very good. Show 
disbanded here. Katharine Cornell 
goes to Europe for balance of sum- 
mer. Chalked up big profits at 
Harris. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Grand (D-1,207; 
$2.20) (3d week). Not a smash but 
got through its second week in all 
the heat to above $10,000 and should 
pick up with some cool evenings. 

‘Her Majesty, the. Widow,’ Cort 
(C-1,100; $2.20) (2d week). Pauline 
Frederick in light domestic comedy. 
Star got raves and play friendly 
pats from scribes. Attraction avoid- 
ing cutrates in a house identified 
with nothing else for past six 
months. Estimated at $3,000 first 
week. Company came in from 
Pacific coast. 

‘Hired Husband,’ Studebaker (F- 
1,250-$2.20) (2d week). Attraction 
liked and may have chance to groove 
if able to stick for first couple of 
weeks. Terms give house first $1,- 
700 so attraction took small loss on 
inaugural stanza, Nice notices and 
good production. Farce a natural 
for cutrating if conditions half-way 
normal, 

‘Man Who Changed His Name,’ 
Illinois (D-1,335; $2.20) (2d week). 
This one opened too soon. Only a 
week’s rehearsal and ragged per- 
formance with actors going up in 
lines brought down a torrent of 
critical raps. Auspices trying to 
whip production into better shape 
in hope of steadying for a share of 
World’s Fair trade. 


Radio Chatter 


(Continued from page 38) 


the Warner station couldn’t take it, 
so diplomatic relations were severed. 

Thomas R. McTammany and Wil- 
liam H. Bates, Jr., Modesto, Calif., 
seeking a new station powered at 
250 watts. 

KOCW, Chickasha, 
to Tulsa. 

WCAJ, Lincoln, Neb., wants to 
double its power, with 1,000 wattage 
sought. 

Except for broadcasting govern- 
ment reports WEW, St. Louis, will 
be silent until Sept. 1. 

Victor B. Pitts of Raton, N. M., 
has applied for a new station permit 
with 100 watt power. 

‘Ethiopian Club,’ Negro comedy 
serial, is a new program on KMTR, 








Okla, moves 
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Low Water Mark for B'way Lesits, 
Hipp Pop Opera Tops Town, $17,000 





Broadway enters July with a total| 
of seven attractions, including pop 
grand opera at the Hippodrome. 
Even that constricted list seems 
okay considering the almost unin- 
terrupted heat throughout June. 

Continuing to stand out is the 99 
cent top operatic venture at the 
Hippodrome, selling out regardless 
of temperatures. Last week’s gross 
was around $17,000 which was 60% 
more than the nearest legit con- 
tender and trebled any non-musical. 
Opera will stick another week after 
this, thereafter going into open air 
dates. Final date here will be July 
16, last bill being ‘The Barber of 
Seville’. As it needs no ensemble, 
that portion of the company and 
part of the cast will appear in a 
Newark stadium same night. 

So confident are the pop opera’s 
sponsors that it can repeat, the 
troupe is booked back into the Hipp 
for three months starting in Sep- 
tember. 

Virtually certain that the number 
of legits will drop under last year’s 
low mark of six shows. With sum- 
mer musicals missing, the only 
source of supply will be the rural 
try-outs which started Monday. 
Weather wou'd be a factor and this 
week’s cool start may entice man- 
agers to relight. 

There are only two musicals, the 
holdover ‘Music in the Air’ und ar- 
riving ‘Shady Lady’, which drew 
plaudits in Philly last week. ‘Biog- 
raphy’ is staying another two weeks, 
but ‘Both Your Houses’, also slated 
to stick, stopped at the Guild, while 
‘Take a Chance’ also ended its run 
engagement at the Apollo. ‘A Church 
Mouse’ revived at the Mansfield 
folded after one week. 

Estimates For Last Week 





‘Biography,’ Avon (30th week) (C- 
830-$3.30). Engagement extended 
two weeks to July 15; heat last 
week hurt, especially Saturday; but 
nearly $6,000 and some profit. 

‘Music in Air,’ 44th St. (33d week) 
(M-1,395-$3.30). Last three weeks 
then Chicago for balance of sum- 
mer; business around $11,000 last 
week close to cushion. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 48th St. 
(20th week) (F-969-$3.30). With 
cool weather start this week should 
hit capacity stride; bettered $6,000 
last week. 

‘Shady Lady,’ Shubert (1st week) 
(M-1,395-$3.30). Presented inde- 
pendently (Harry Meyer); tried in 
Phila. last week and touted good 
thing; opens Wednesday (5). 

‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo. Closed 
last Saturday; played 31 weeks; 
laying off, opening at Erlanger’s, 
Chicago, next week. 

‘The Ghost Writer,’ Masque (3d 
week) (CD-700-$3.30). With hand- 
ful of shows remaining new com- 


edy may go along to light money; 
around $4,000, but better this week. 
Revivals 

‘Another Language,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival sticking. 

‘A Church Mouse,’ Mansfield; re- 
vival off Saturday; one week. 

Grand Opera, Hippodrome; pop 
opera making excellent showing. 


Lucille LaVerne’s Revival 
Died at Under $1,000 


Los Angeles, July 3. 

One legit, ‘20th Century,’ got 
money last week, while the rest suf- 
fered from b.o. malnutrition. Henry 
Duffy got away to a real start with 
‘Century.’ Well cast and exploited, 
it got $10,000 on its first full week. 
At $1.50 top, that’s business. 

‘Nine O’Clock Revue,’ co-op mu- 
sical at the Music Box, did $2,100, 
sufficient to pay off with a little 
left for the principals. 

George K. Arthur’s ‘Androcles 
and the Lion,’ another co-opper, 
closed to $1,200 at the Hollywood 
Playhouse Saturday after three lean 
weeks. ‘Sport of Kings,’ another 
Arthur production, opens tonight 
(Monday). 

Lucille LaVerne’s revival of ‘Sun- 
Up’ at the Mirror got nowhere on 
its first week. Slipping in without 
advertising or bally, dead from the 
start. Week less than $1,000. 


Seattle Opera Halts for 
Two Weeks, to Resume 


Seattle, July 3. 

Slump hit the town with longest 
days of year, week before July 4th 
making folks save for outings. So 
light opera at Metropolitan took a 
dive. ‘The Vagabond King’ with 
Ruth Altman and Jas. Liddy, took 
slap at estimated poor $4,000, heavy 
red ink, 

Management has decided to close 
house for two weeks, planning re- 
sumption July 17, with new leads 
and ‘The Chocolate Soldier.’ Sup- 
port is local professionals, with 
home talent chorus. 

This spot is well bankrolled and 
so will resume if name leads can 
be had at right figure. 














Treasurers Strike Patched Up 
Chicago, July 3. 
Strike called some weeks ago by 
the Treasurers Union against 
Washington Park racetrack has 
been settled. Union and track are 
doing biz. 
However, Washington Park is 





closed at present, 
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Hollywood, Frank Bull and Volney | 


James, previously at the station, do 
the characterization. 


Charles Leland flew to Chicago | 


from the coast for an NBC audition. 
Stuart Hamblen, KMTR, program 
producer, in Texas on vacation. 
Martha Quigley, formerly singer 
with the Chicago Opera Company, 
on staff at KFAC, Los Angeles. 
Renaldo Mariscal’s marimba band 
lands on KFWB, Hollywood, for a 
15-min. commercial, once a week. 


Midwest 


Harriet Cruise, after leave of ab- 
sence of two months, has returned 
to WBBM, Chicago. Olga Vernon, 
another soprano, has also joined 
that station. 

Jack Russell’s orchestra, but not | 
Tex Guinan, will broadcast from | 
the Pirate Ship at the World’s Fair 
through WBBM. 

Jim ‘Romance’ Cook will spend 
his vacation from NBC, Chicago, 
playing with the Summer Little 
Theatre at Charlevoix. 

Frank Mason, John Ellwood and 
A. A. Schecter, all from NBC, Man- 
hattan, were Chicago visitors last 
week. 

Jean Paul King entertained sight- | 
seeing out-of-town relatives for | 
three weeks in Chicago. 

Palmer Clark conducting a series 
of 100 radio discs made by RCA 
Victor’s Chicago plant for Harold 
Wessel, who sells them to the ad- 

ertising undertakers of America 
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June 30th, 1933. 











wait YQU siare 


in : 
This Dividend: 


a dividend of almost one million dol- 
lars for the three months ending 


at the rate of 3% per annum and 
maintains our record of uninter- 
rupted dividends during the 74 
years of our existence. 


UNION DIME 


SAVINGS BANK 


This dividend is 











Established 1859 
Sixth Avenue and 40th Street, New York 
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i 50 VARIETY Tuesday, July 4, 1933 
f - ~ 
7 Holy Moses Appraisal eg in ogg t 
: Any Town, any date, Best Sellers 
H Editor of a southern newspaper, considering adding a New York col-} Mer., Varisery, Inc. 
umn, wrote an eastern newspaper friend, asking advice. Local scribe It has been brought to our atten- F 
i sent back these one-word estimates, which he calls ‘holophrastic ap- | tion that in VARIETY of some date on Best Sellers for . ee ee a sg reported by the 
a praisal’ of the columns. page 109 an article appeared under ae > 
i Southerner decided to buy a new comic strip instead. the heading: tied , Pegend Fiction — i. 
if It goes without saying that these are not Vakiery's ratings. The boys ‘Dumbbell falls three flights: lands ‘Anthony Adverse’ , ececccccccccccegeccoes Dy ervery en 
iW can’t sue for calling them names when no one knows what the words] oy top,’ . ‘Sleepers East’ ($2.00) .........- so gedindoonssasqiih Seaman Nebel ‘ 
i Eagle - tateiiaia ; yr areew ever receiv , ti ' ‘Little Man What Now’ ($2.50) cceccccesecseeees++- By Hans Fallada 
i ae. heat is the hardest slam Variety ever received from a good-time We wish to advise that thie article Seat’ (33.00) ($ NR ag ate 
0 wie) re t. > e qeepee eevee eeeeeeeeeeeeneeeees . 
There may be 15 damage actions in the definitions below but as usual mentioned Amos Useless, our — Wife For Sale’ ($2.00) w.ccccescecceseeseees+++by Kathleen Norris i 
hance st be taken: Story goes on to state that after !| «Asipum, The’ ($2.00) ...sse+ssseeeeeee+e++By Mary Roberts Rinehart ‘ 
chances must be taken: Mr. Useless landed on his head at , hari 
Brisbane. 26... .sscccccccsecceces Abecedarian (1) the bottom of three flights of stairs : ; Non-Fiction ’ 
Broun......+. cee eecccccccce Lambent (2) he knew as much as when he Marie Antoinette ($3.50) cc ccccccccecccces reseeee BY Stefan Zweig } 
Chapman..... eccccccee ..----Omnifarious (3) started. ‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink } 
FP. Roseencys sae ‘ eoee++eMacaronic (4) ‘House Of Exile’ (8.00) wccccccccccccccccccccccssoes BY Nora Wain 
Gauvreau....... 2.0005 vessseeeesKetypal (5) tees et eres an ir Useleon || ‘Arches of the Years’ ($2.75) ...............-By Halliday Sutherland 
. : . = ° ‘ To , , 9 
Hellinger cree ne cedne en ceccccccertOux (@) demands a retraction on the ground Julia Newberry’s Diary’ ($2.50) By Margaret —— yarn Dacre 4 
Kitchen.....seeeeeseeeeeeeeeee+ Deipnosophistic (7) he fell down but two flights and the . si a acaete tek Gb - ey —, 1 
Mclintyre...... tid 0600040408048 Bucolic (8) question of his general knowledge Britis gent’ ($2. errr. orrre ei ere .....By Bruce ckhart , 
Seldes...... epeseccececces o++++-Pappy (9) did not enter into it. Mr. Useless is j 
Skolsky eevee ee ececesece eee .-.-Desipient (10) of reputation and character and we ; . 
PEIN Or demand for him that you print a Changes in Cincy On the Loose P 
Sullivan. ...csceeeeeeeeveeeeess ROdomatade (12) retraction. Frank W. Rostick retired as prexy Blue Ribbon Books, founded by a P 
Tracy coccces POrreerrererer er -.-Fogram (13) If you wish we will forward our | 2nd editor of the Cincinnati ‘Post’ | quartet of publishing houses as a } 
Winchell eer etedndesisececeue Diaphoretic (14) ; idea of what the retraction should | last week, following his return from | joint reprint affiliate for books pre- . 
Yawitz...... cc ccccccccececeees Epiphenomenal (15) consist of but in any event we must/a brief European vacation. The viously issued by them, is now un. P 
rapa ‘insist that you give the retraction |‘Post’ is in the Scripps-Howard | der private ownership. Eugene Rey- t 
Alleged Translations the same display type at the top of | chain, which Rostock joined in 1900|4l, who conducted Blue Ribbon ’ 
(1) Elementary, my dear Watson, elementary. the story as you did for this mal-|as a sports writer and general re- | B0oks since its establishment, has 
(2) When he calls you that, he smiles. licious article, porter on the Akron ‘Press.’ Later bought control of the concern from P 
(3) A little of this, a little of that, and it all fills space. Very truly Rostock was sports editor of the Harcourt, Brace, Little, Brown, . 
' is treek, an ood heavens! what poetry. . ‘ , Harper and Dodd Mead, the f e 
(4) Good English, good Greel dg p Bumpe and Bumps, Attys. Cleveland ‘Press’ and the Cincy e four or 
(5) He heard about Brisbane’s income. ; ‘Post.’ In 1921 he was made busi- | £4izers. i 
(6) Proving that one gag can be stretched out to fill two columns, Taking the usual routine, Bumps ness mgr. and afterwards gen. mer. Will have a wider field to draw j 
(7) Just a kitchen and dining room snooper. and Bumps were advised that their aa NEA. Service, Inc. He organised reprints from with the casting off ; 
(8) Rural correspondence from the big city, and how they love it! oe - Sager oe yee be in- pelts Newspictures ak thesia of lines from the four parent pub- 1 
9) Solving serious problems for those whose lips move when they | vestigated. n investigation re- 4 5 ~ | lishers, i 
” ae ¥: vealed that Mr. Useless fell down rng ene) hes a he se be Rg Fogg ‘ 
. om resident an ° 
(10) Moles for the masses. but two and a half flights and the Sosteakn St acamaret . ten That Winchell Thing } 
its it. story was inaccurate in mentioning . 
(11) Home town boy who makes good, and admits h H th ‘wat Groat, recently editor of the Talk about a Walter Winchell v 
(12) The sun rose yesterday, as exclusively predicted in this column. | three. However, the investigator re- Y 0.) Tel : j | feud spread around after a couple e 
2 d ported Mr. Useless would have fall- | Youngstown (0O.) elegram’ an 
(13) Daily nosegays from an old-fashioned garden. of raps here against Winchell. 
(14) He makes ’em sweat en three flights and might have been |former news editor of the United Nothing beyond a difference of r 
(15) Another argument against the seven-day week. still going, only in trying to grab | Press Associations. opinion. s 
something on the way his arm The retirement of Rostock was Impression was that Winchell had . 
struck the ankle of a girl standing |no surprise among the press boys been doing too much out of turn t 
Fighting in London New Dumping Ground near by and he landed in a hori-/|in Cincy. Several months since Joe talking around the New York night s 
H _| Booksellers, who have for some | zontal position. in the middle of the|Torbett was shifted by Scripps- | oiyps | : 
ell popping in London for circu 2 : clubs last winter. Walter denied it, 8 
lation supremacy between Daily | time been denouncing the dumping | third flight. The girl, according to | Howard from the New York ‘World | geniea anything, so that’s the way eg 
‘Herald’ and Daily ‘Mail,’ with Daily | Of ‘remainders,’ or unsold books, the report, has started a damage ac- | Telegram’ to the ‘Post’ as managing | it stands now—a standoff. a 
‘Express’ running a fair third. into the drug and cigar stores at — for a against Mr. Useless editor. Torbett soon made changer a 
or assault. ’ . . | 
Last year a contract was negoti- paceee — es ve a = een in the paper’s news style and local Licked Again t 
, ~| which they originally retailed, now; The story appears to have been |editorial policies. He likewise} yonn gs. Sumner has lost his third c 
ated between the London Nigh ae have cause for even greater com- | inaccurate as well in the statement | cleared the city room of femmes. fight against alleged pe tendaeny Rinne a. 
pers, designed to do away with com-| pjaint. Woolworth stores have taken | that Mr. Useless landed on his head.| On the Cincinnati ‘Enquirer’ > des neg Sing elie ing: ape a 
peting for circulatior by distributing | 5, remainders, offering unused|He just landed. Whether Mr. Use- ener Pacene, alt, mat. cane 2008 ne Sex e 
free gifts. The ‘Herald’ is charged] hooks of fiction at a top price of |] as dumb when he stopped ° . . *|}Sane Sex Living,’ by Dr. H. W. ®) 
“by the others with having broken} 99 cents on when he started the tavestiqnter recently resigned to become general|Long. Magistrate Dreyer found = 
the agreement, and now comes out| publishers represented thus far|said could not be determined: that | 1°? ™S™. of the Pacific Coast divi- | nothing wrong with it. a 
4 sion for the Barron G. Collier or- h 
announcing a net sale of 1,750,000) on the Woolworth remainder list|the impression in the neighborhood eiaetien. Asin tentamnshemn tm 
per day. The average sale for the/ are Cape & Smith, Sears and the | was nothing could make Mr. Useless ~"e Monies Hi a tg Ce Chatter u 
‘Mail’ for the entire year of 1932 was| Mystery League. First-named no| dumber. ron ee “ee ¥, a. a ‘Shepard’s Pie,’ a novel with a m 
1,755,914. It has long been claimed |jonger in existence, having gone out| ‘These facts were reported back to ed by George Fechtolt, pte newspaper background, authored by a 
that the ‘Herald’ is not publishing} yia bankruptcy and its book stock sales and advertising mgr. for the/ m7 vy, Atwood, member of the edi- 8] 
. Messrs. Bumps and Bumps, with the Philip Carey Mfg. Co., roofing firm b. 
its full circulation. Last month it] sold for whatever it could bring. lawyers informed that in the retrac- | 4 y . ” -| torial staff of the Gannett publica- 
touched the 2,000,000 mark, but this/ Mystery League sales outlets have/iion over a half of flight of steps it | tions at general headquarters in e 
is being carefully concealed. been other than the regulation | ,oula be necessary to bring out the Literati Twins Rochester, and Amy H. Croughton, & 
The Hon. Esmond Harmsworth, | bookstores, leaving but Sears to an- | assault action and the matter uf| ‘Little Man, What Now? a best pntig- hatin ae mathe mated of 4 
i swer for the remaindering of wha % ‘ e 
chairman of the corporation which saad th be 49 hecke Sar bake dumbness. The attorneys did not re- | seller in England and Germany, and ine ist serial S6rh tn Ge Gannett tl 
controls the ‘Mail,’ made a speech at . ply and no retraction was required. | Simon & Schuster’s current book of dailies n 
the company’s annual meeting last Thus was another libel suit averted. | the Month selection, is a good illus- | “7 444, , 
mm! : < eas thn Golowe z ster Ziffren sailed Saturday (1) a 
goodly ee pee se thaoee ed RI 1 gong ae oa ww It becomes a question whether a/!tration of a twice-told — 7 on the Westerland for Madrid, Spain b 
: 7 ‘gine Frat tes Seah he, aeaer sue 00-tet Out-a: ieetiie libel action against a newspaper |click better the second time an|where he will join the staff of the m 
argest circulation, a es madtotatas Wastindtnm tn mele should .> avoided or tried. In one|the first. Anybody who has read | [nited Press. He will be the only a: 
had decided not only to maintain | mag “4 “ bn action against Varmery which was|Vina Delmar’s ‘Bad Girl’ has read|American in the Madrid bureau. oi 
this position, but the resources of aay + blame -emagy cnet dlr ee sane tried with the hope that the judg-|all the essentials of ‘Little Man, |ziffren has been in the New York a 
boar hee er ety rey ee to the ca ‘Washington Merry-Go- ment would be given against this! What Now?’ and many of the de-|U,. P. bureau for the past year, but Cc 
wise, would maintain the paper's cat tale wil a4 "eu abe weae's paper for 6 cents the jury gave 4/ tails, In style alone does Hans Fal- | previous to that spent several years Ss 
Meantime, the ‘Express’ is Tre-| Win pe issued under the corpo- against the plaintiff, everything that) jallada claims to have written his| In the future Random House will 5) 
ported to be giving away suits of blish- | VA@I2TY didn’t want. But as a mat~- |i, Berlin in 1922, and Vina Delmar | publish Eugene O'Neill. The author tc 
: rate name of the Capitol Publis ter of courtesy, when a VARIETY re- 
clothes as circulation bonuses, and ing Co. rotc y, - |had hers published in New York in | is coming over from his now bank- €: 
inside information is to the effect it porter thanked a juryman he said: 1928. rupt publishers. a 
has passed the ‘Mail's’ top —: ith diy Mens b> vee, that's onay. a oe Up in Manchester, N. H., there is 
There are, cp yy sO mearengel ro ‘Police Gazette’ is to get a new ne a : pg — s = * to In Soft a drugstore proprietor who is a BC 
torted rumors it is impossible to de- _ | the Elks). “Well, that’s all right, too. Literati su ri t Yaddo, the | Peet, Walter Hard. His new book, ry 
: Oo lease on life, with Harry Donnen I th i 1 summering a addo, . 
cide which of them are correct. One tela the new Samaritan. Donnea- n another action also tried and |) 00 utitul Saratoga Springs retreat | Mountain Township’ (Harcount, o1 
thing is certain—the circulation Sell whe hab & string of mage, a0 where the judgment was against |). >; by Katrinka Trask for the use | Brace), will make its appearance in H 
‘fight is costing them all oodles of 4 - : VARIETY for 6 cents the jury recom- August h 
quired the title and former mailing mended in its verdict that VARIETY of writers, musicians and artists, in- ° ¢ ‘ 
oe list of the defunct pink ‘un for! joke some sort of retraction for the clude: Ruth Suckow; Louls Adamic, mae ep ene sumer a6 Puy i es 
No Gentl something like $750 the other day.| iii nti Again thankin a torn who penned ‘Dynamite’; Grace | Not Enough,’ and her husband, John ni 
ny Boyle's'“Gontlomen, t A644 Now getting ready to reissue the|}o) isa t» the Vaninty many | Lumpkin, of ‘Take My Bread’ fame; | Herrmann, have reached New York t 
Py st : pene ae mag in the style to which it’s been : Pp , Albert Halper, ‘Union Square’; Eve- from Mexico. al 
You Privately’ wastes a lot of ex- accustomed. Be nice to that fellow. Give him |jyn Scott, ‘Eva Gay’; John Wheel- Putnam, which cashed in hand- hi 
quisite prose on a couple of Oxford a good retraction.’ wright, poet and contributor to |S0mely on ‘Married Love, has a 
members of the queer sex. Ik Sin Cities Asked. what kind of a retraction | ‘tjound and Horn’; and Charles Yale biog of Marie Stopes, the ‘Married Fi 
might better have been called ‘Old Benth & Mbdntmave just teoved should be made when the jury it- | Harrison, who is completing a novel, | Love’ authoress, which it expects Vv 
Home Week in Le Havre.’ ‘Cities of Sin,’ a survey of Oriental self only thought the man was dam- | ‘There Are Victories,’ scheduled for | t® set the same sort of attention th 
Her hero, if you could call him|anq sub-tropical vice conditions. aged 6 cents’ worth the juryman | fall publication. that the sex book did. ni 
: ied said he didn’t care, only to make it Virginia Hersch doing her new 
that, was one Munday, who studied | Rook takes title from the fact that 8G 
: . nice. Recommendation carried no . , . novel in Canada, i 
for holy orders in England and then | each city is separately treated in- nethaviiy aad wad nek Solbawed Dabbling in Science Houghton Miffli ri 
scrammed for Normandy. The | stead of being generalized. Places As more lawyers seem to aoine Most recent of the Gernsbacks to Bi mage a . - bs op shad w 
‘love-interest’ was supplied by | visited are Yokohama, Hong Kong enter the publishing business is wee Sy Fee Ere pI 
: , 5 ’|} into their overcrowded field and the winners on its forthcoming list. 
Ayton, an American educated in| Shanghai, Macao, Port Said and safety first campaigns cut down on neni Gernsback, daughter of Althouse the winner of the an- Ww 
i ne omtcaged neteng et a Pe ts Pe ambulance chasing, there appears to ae Bh po tol ar cee ~ nual Harper contest for a best novel - 
rom a ship ag : Ss er endric de patron as - a. be more lawyers who find time to scientific mags will not be announced until Aug. 1, me 
mate. One look at Munday and the | colorful survey, writing with inside! write letters about clients like Mr. te . it’s been made known that the win- 
leave turned into desertion. knowledge but aiming more at a| {gel Unlike her father, Madelon pre- : ni 
: seless, who demand that their lo- fers the book angle, and under the| @° already determined, is an un- - 
‘ , ge we oa oe. holds up hia Cat TOPULALIOR SURATR GarerEenes. name of Science Publication ish *|known, and the winning book 4 ft 
Post’ Changes eel = Se Garcon aw Arc ve In all cases where investigation is Gling book-length stuff of eg reac first novel. = 
s , i , n : ’ a ™ a ‘ ; © 
» ‘Saturday Evening Post going in vino teelgeg = Saag ag 8 lt0 yal made there is uncovered as a rule the elder Gernsback uses in his _Mrs. Frances Chandler Kirkpat bs 
for more daily paper advertising to some inside stuff about the client rick, 43, daughter of Harry Chand- 
bally the ‘Post,’ and likewise changed | Vincing than the usual book along} that the client didn’t tell his attor- ad ern Nea peRuarters Gt ler. ‘sain of the wy Angeles mn 
“< . amee bieontl “ e Gernsbac lant on lowe a ‘ : m 
A Eaton <i <agthaleiadlar gpl Tama aa wa ale -~ i = “gs bccoege-hyeeed and | Broadway. . a ‘Times,’ died at her Hollywood home, w 
ing the switch of ae _ = “eF ’ ° c _ are “4 4 — = oe July 1, Deceased is survived by Ne 
tents to the second page instead o 4 F course in time mig e her husband, a son and a daughter. 
being on the second page from the + afte wg igen. figures that if newspapers didn’t pone bel Paces Although Anne Austin’s ‘A Wicked ; = 
hack cover. all the New York newspaper- | immediately retract but investigated rthur A. Hay, 55, who was sent Woman,’ won't be out until the 1 
men whe aave owe to Holly- | all squawks that the Messrs. Useless — New York to Los Angeles in| fay, Robert Innes Center has al- H ~ 
Show Giveaway Folds wood, made ane mtayed peer, Ossver an their attorneys would be so wai as an organizer of the Typo- ready sold the picture rights to / el 
‘New York Amusements,’ hotel | H. P. Garrett is reported by writing | diminished that when a threat of graphical union and to induce Wil- MGM. 
throwaway, has folded. Supposed ae - vi one Se a a ice libel did come along it would only be yang Bandolph Hearst to start a Eva Le Gallienne has written a 
to be for the summer months only, ™ vl Heep cel ba word wor - from a person of standing who could ne ae in Los Angeles, the} book, and Longmans, Green will 
Sheet couldn't cope with the dimin- = h Gagrett and —. ke ag oe maintain his position and a retrac- we ont died June 29 in Los An- publish it in the fall. 
ished advertising this summer, de- | with him say prowl 1e hve 4 r wee tion would be in order. geles. He has for many years been May Massee, who headed the 
spite the fact that summer months] around in a battered car, wh has And then the ambulance chasers | a member of the ‘Examiner’ com-| children’s book department at Dou- 
should have brought an upturn in mounted the bank account over the} would have to keep on chasing am- | posing staff. He is survived by a] bleday, Doran, has gone over to 
tourist trade to the hotels. $200,000 hurdle, bulances or something better. niece. Viking in the same capacity 














~~ &2 aw t 


[we 


ve ES vw 


— 











Sane eh. chm glo 




















— 


Tm Telling You’ 


TIMES SQUARE—S$ 





By Jack Osterman 
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OSTERMAN’S DECLARATION 
OF INDEPENDENCDP. 

Four score and 20 years ago, no 
that’s wrong, that was an address 
of a place in Gettysburg. Any- 
way, if my memory serves me 
right, and in these tough times it's 
Jucky if your memory even serves 
you, when you can’t get waiters to 
do it, it seems to me that a lot of 
fellows signed their names to a 


piece of paper, especially one guy 
named John Hancock, 

I know he was one of them be- 
cause since then I’ve had a night 
club of my own and a lot of fellows 
have asked me to sign my John 
Hancock to bills, promissary notes, 
etc., and I oblige them, but I don’t 
gign ‘Jack Osterman,’ I obey their 
wishes and sign John Hancock. 

I often wonder why they call it 

a grand and glorious Fourth and 
what prompted the shooting off of 
fire crackers. Of course, if burn- 
ing your hands and getting sparks 
jn your eyes is considered grand 
and glorious’ then maybe I'm 
wrong. 
- Having my own spot in the city 
this year, it’s the first time in my 
life I prayed for rain over the 
week-end. (If the roadhouse own- 
ers read this, I'm only kidding). 

Of course opening in June is 
really a more daring stunt than 
Steve Brodie ever thought of, but 
my partner figured it would take 
two months for the taxi drivers to 
get used to my name and then 
September would take care of itself 
(we hope). But to get back to In- 
dependence Day, it’s great to be in- 
dependent. Talk to Mike Durso, 
the leader of my orchestra. 
(WABC every Tuesday and Thurs- 
day nights and he'll tell you that 
the Musicians’ Union was partly re- 
sponsible for starting this entire 
independent idea. In order to have 
a band in a night club you must 
have an affidavit, your picture 
taken and be fingerprinted. All 
musicians with mustaches must get 
above the scale; as soon as they 
shave they're eligible for a cut. The 
boys are allowed to give you all 
the notes they want, but you must 
give cash. 

Ah, but this is an independent 
country. Since beer has returned, 
the speaks find themselves in a 
funny predicament. They can serve 
all the hard liquor they desire to, 
but in order to serve beer they 
must have a license, Serving beer 
and liquor under the same roof is 
unlawful, Ah! but this is an in- 
dependent country. Klein’s Dress 
Corner, which used to be Union 
Square, is the home of the black 
shirts, red shirts and all the other 
shirt-boys who haven't got a shirt 
to their backs. They make speech- 
es panning the millionaires and 
screaming for equality. 

Which reminds me of the time 
fsomeone asked a Socialist if he 
should have two cars would be give 
one away and the fellow said yes. 
He then asked if he had two 
houses would he give one away and 
received the same answer. He fi- 
nally asked the Socialist if he had 
two ties would he give one away 
and the man answered, ‘No, I 
have two ties.’ 

And now, as I spend my second 
Fourth of July as a member of the 
Varigry staff, I hereby declare that 
the boys on the paper have been 
nice to me; that after many 
squawks Bigelow finally got a new 
ribbon for his typewriter and that 
when I gave a preview party to the 
press the other Tuesday, Pulaski 
Was the first to show up and Leo 
(‘Morning Telegraph’) Fontaine 
Was the last to leave. I declare it 
was a swell tribute the opening 
night for all my friends to bear 
with me while the cooling system 
failed to work and with all the ex- 
citement I lost my voice. (The 
baby chewed up the tickets and 
you're going to make trouble for 
me!) Hardly able to talk above a 
whisper, Rocco Vocco suggested I 
send for Milton Berle. I told Rocco, 
that Berle stole my voice. Any- 
Way this is one time that a throat 
Closed up before the night club. 
anthem, ‘Stormy Weather.’ I de- 
clare it was swell of everybody who 
got up and also want to declare 
With great enthusiasm that Jack 
Pearl didn't sign the tab but in- 
Bisted on paying. How radio 
changed you Jake). I declare it was 
fine of John Shubert, Jr., to go to all 
that trouble to send me three boxes 


> 








Nazi Button Gift 


Number of people in show 
business have been receiving 
Nazi buttons and propaganda 
in German post marked en- 
velopes. Only a few know 
the source. 

One of the receivers claims 
it’s a writer vacationing above 
the Saar Basin. 











of vegetables neatly laid out with 
the assistance of Eddie Dowling (not 
the actor) and the card from Lee 
and J. J. was a gem. 

I declare it ducky of al] the boys 
who sent me flowers and for a mo- 
ment I thought Jean Malin was 
back at his old club. I declare it 
was a grand kick to see my ex- 
boss Lou Schwartz buying mer- 
chandise in my own joint and fur- 
ther declare that I am going to 
work very hard this coming season 
because it’s going to be a tough 
winter and the baby is growing so 
fast by Christmas I'll probably 
have to buy her evening gowns. 
Because Ralph Wonders put in a 
Columbia wire, the programs must 
be good or else and because—and 
this is the head BECAUSE of all— 
I had money in the Bank of U. &., 
I had RKO stock, Building & Loan 
in Philly and Goldman-Sachs. All 
securities that people told me to 
put away and forget. I put it away 
and THEY forgot about it. 

ARE YOU READING? 


M.P. League Standings 


Columbia is three games ahead of 
RKO in the New York Motion Pic- 
ture Baseball League with eight 
wins out of nine games thus far 
played. 

The standings: 

Team 
Columbia ...ccccces 
MAD seeccivccecs¥e 
ESrpli ccccccceccsecce 
NEC scaccccsccscore 
Studio ...ccccccccee 
Warners ceccccesse 
WOE 6 6600sesccescoee 
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MARRIAGES 


Lillian Green to Ben Gold in New 
York June 18. Groom is New Eng- 
land rep for Robbins Music Corp. 

Regis Duddy, new manager of the 
Keith’s 105th Street, Cleveland, and 
Collette McGinty, daughter of 
Tommy McGinty, the race-track 
owner, were married in New Cum- 
berland, W. Va., June 21. 

Ruth A. Delmar to Dr. Douglas C. 
Paterson, Nassau, Feb. 11. Just an- 
nounced. 

Sybil Leavy, non-pro, to Harry 
Brand, in Las Vegas, Nev., June 30. 
Groom is publicity director for Jo- 
seph M. Schenck and Twentieth 
Century Pictures. 

Lora Lee to Louis N. Payne, New 
York broker, in Reno, June 29. 

Vanda Hoff to Paul Unger, Kill- 
ington Township, Conn., July 1. 
Bride is the former wife of Paul 
Whiteman. Groom non-pro. 

Lenora Dale Alberts to Louis Van 
Den Ecker, technical director, in 
Yuma, Ariz., June 27. : 

Georgia Williams, concert violin- 
ist, to Lal Chand Mehra, lecturer 
and author, in Los Angeles, July 2. 

Mrs. Dorothy Rediker Scott, Al- 
bany pianist and WGY radio artist, 
was married to Martin V. Freden- 
hagen, aerologist of American Air- 
ways, July 1. Couple invited by 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt to spend 
part of their honeymoon at, the 
White House, the bride having 
often appeared as guest artist at the 
Executive Mansion while Roosevelt 
was Governor. 

Ivan St. John, western editor for 
‘Photoplay,’ to Marcia Wall, July 1. 
Groom was former husband of Adela 
Rogers St. John Hyland. 

Constance Cummings and Benn 
Levy in London, England, July 3. 
Bride is the screen actress, groom 
the dramatist-scenarist. 





COLLEGE ADDS 3 COURSES 
Iowa City, July 3. 
Demand for university instruc- 
tion via the ether has been such 
as to lead University of Iowa au- 
thorities to announce that broad- 


casting of courses will be contin- 


ued. | 
Three new courses go on the air 
July 24 for a month. 





SPEECHES BY SECONDS 


Harry Brand’s Leap Given Send 
Off by 150 Friends 





Hollywood, July 
With 150 friends present, Harry 
Brand was given a bachelor ban- 





quet June 29 as a farewell party 
| before his marriage to Siby] Leavy 
| which took place July 1. Promi- 
nent film, newspaper, political and | 
| business lights were present at the 
| affair. 

| Arrangements were supervised 
by Mark Kelly, sporting editor of 
the L. A. ‘Examiner,’ who func- 
tioned as toastmaster. He talked 
40 seconds, Brand 45 and after that 
it was every man for himself. 


NO MORE BEANS IN L. A. 
TILL CITY FATHERS ACT 


Los Angeles, July 3. 

Police commission will not con- 
sider any more applications for 
tango or other bean games in Los 
Angeles, aside from the beach re- 
sorts, until after City Council takes 
action on a control] ordinance, now 
being drafted. 

In spite of the frequency with 
which the commission has refused 
permits during the past two weeks 
for games of this nature in the 
downtown and Hollywood sections, 
applications continue to flood the 
department. Strong pressure brought 
to bear by theatre fnterests and 
various civic organizations prompt- 
ed the new police stand. 


Mexico Splits Casino Take 
In Gambling on Border 


Mexico City, June 21. 

Appears that legalized gambling 
is booming along the border. Tam- 
aulipas state government has 
granted Louis Swed, American, of 
Brownsville, Texas, concession to 
establish roulette casinos in three 
towns—Matamoros, across from 
Brownsville; Nuevo Laredo, over 
the line from Laredo, Texas, and 
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Carnera, First Odds-On Contender, 


Wins with One 


+ 





Now a Commoner 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Those courtesy auto license 
plates issued by Governor 
Rolph proved a dud. A vaude- 
radio artist, haled before a 
justice on a speeding charge, 
was given a five-day jail sen- 
tence, the governor's special 
plates not meaning a thing. 
After some manipulating the 
sentence was changed to a $25 
fine. 

The entertainer has returned 
the courtesy plates, his car 
now carrying a plebian license. 


Beer Garden Shows Out 
By N. H. Board’s Ruling 


Concord, N. H., July 3. 

That beer and dancing don’t mix 
is the belief of the State Beer Con- 
trol commission, which has forbid- 
den the sale of beer where dancing 
is going on or an entertainment is 
being presented. 

The latter ruling is interpreted as 
sounding the doom of projects for 
beer gardens, 

Guests and patrons of unlicensed 
places will not be allowed to bring 
with them and consume on the 














1% alcoholic content, 
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Accuse House Organist 
In Attempted Stick-Up 


Buffalo, July 3. 
David McGill, relief organist at 
Shea’s Riviera, North Tonawanda, is 
being held as a result of an alleged 
attempt to steal the week-end re- 





Punch; Little Biz 


—_——_— 


By JACK PULASKI 


After putting up one of the 
exhibitions in his career for five 
rounds, Jack Sharkey dropped on 
his kisser when ponderous Prim< 
Carnera of Italy smacked him with 
a low, right uppercut and he was 
counted out, with 30 seconds of the 
sixth round to go. That occurred 
Thursday (29) at the Garden Bowl, 
Long Island City, and Sharkey’s 
one-year ownership of the world’s 
heavyweight title was over. He was 
crouched and the short blow was 
unseen by even most of the fight 


best 


. writers. 


There was some question about 
Sharkey’s right to the title because 
of both Schmeling fights, but un- 
prejudiced observers hold he clearly 
defeated the German last summer— 
and the pictures proved it. He may 
not have been a great champ, but 
he has color and is credited with 
being the top boxer among the 
heavies. Carnera will probably go 
down as the clumsiest champ. 

However, Walyou Primo is an im- 
proved fighter, muchly so over two 
years ago, when Sharkey defeated 
him on points. But because of 
Sharkey’s smart exhibition for five 
rounds, then his sudden eclipse last 
Thursday, the kidnap stories that 
sent him scurrying to Boston to 
visit his kids five days before the 
fight, and the switch in the betting, 
provide an aura of doubt that will 
not be cleared up until it is proven 
Carnera is really king of the heav- 
ies. A match with Max Baer will 
tell the story. 


Gamblers Hedged 


Betting odds opened at 8 to 5 on 
Sharkey. So much Carnera money 
turned up that the price dropped to 
evens, and when the men entered 
the ring Primo was the favorite— 
the first time a contender for pre- 
mier honors has been on the long 
end. Some of the gamblers stated 





ceipts from the theatre, 
When the watchman entered the 





Reynosa, about 60 miles south of 
Hidalgo, Texas. 

Concession provides that state 
take a 50% rake-off of the proceeds 
of all three casinos, money to be 
used in financing the building of a 
tourist highway between Browns- 
ville and Ciudad Victoria. First 
time state has sanctioned gambling 
in two years. 


house early Monday he was con- 
fronted by a masked man with a 
pistol. The watchman, observing 
that it was a toy, grappled with the 
intruder, who escaped. 

After searching the house, police 
say, McGill was found in the base- 
ment. Nooses and roped chairs to 





hold the watchman and cleaning 
women had been prepared. 





Hearst Handed Sharp Rebuff 
When Calif. Votes Pari-Mutuels 





Los Angeles, July 3. 
William Randolph Hearst’s power- 
ful editorial spell over the voters of 
California was broken last week 


when the legalization of pari-mu- 
tuel horse race betting was okayed 
by the voters of the state by a two- 
to-one count. This action by the 
electorate is expected to result in 
Southern California going after the 
fashionable winter trade that in the 
past has been making its seasonal 
abode in Florida. 

Approval of the turf measure at 
the polls was a distinct shock to the 
Hearst forces, who figured that 
their campaign in the L. A. and S. F. 
papers of the publisher would be a 
death blow to horse racing advo- 
cates in the state for once and for 
all. 

Though Harry Chandler, publisher 
of the L. A. ‘Times,’ has always been 
opposed to racing and betting, his 
sheet was nowhere near as vitriolic 
as the Hearst publications. The 
Hearst group lined up the long 
hairs, educators, women’s. clubs, 
clergy, politicians and publicity-in- 
clined spouter. to condemn racing. 
Even Gov. Rolph, who had vetoed 
}one racing bill and who did not 
want to commit himself on the is- 
sue of the referendum measure, 
signed it, but made it known that 
it would have no chance at the 
hands of the voters. 

Popularity Dwindles 

The attitude of the Governor in 
| the matter is said to have decreased 
| his popularity among the more lib- 
‘eral minded in the state. 

Returns from the polls got the 
race track promoters very active 
with James W. Coffroth, who for- 
merly operated the Tia Juana track, 











announcing that he would construct 
a course in San Diego immediately 
for a winter meeting. Also at Ar- 
cadia, 20 miles from Hollywood, 
work is being resumed on a track 
that was started a year ago adjoin- 
ing the ‘Lucky’ Baldwin estate. 

Chambers of Commerce in various 
communities in the Southern Cali- 
fornia district are also keen on 
track promotions and it is under- 
stood several communities are sub- 
scribing liberal amounts to subsi- 
dize jockey club enterprises, 

Palm Springs, which at present is 
a fashionable S. C. resort, is also 
said to be receptive to the erection 
of a track with the hotel interests 
liberally inclined toward supporting 
such an enterprise. Figured in this 
community that it can easily in- 
veigle trade from the east coast if 
it has the entertainment and amuse- 
ment commodities to provide for its 
guests, besides the perpetual sun- 
shine. 

Out From Under 

The 1t!.w track which has been 
operating with ‘nose’ betting at Bur- 
bank also now is free to work wide 
open and will let the bettors play 
their money without restraint. 

Only racing plant in the state 
which is fully equipped to operate 
immediately under the provisions of 
the new law law, which becomes ef- 
fective July 17, is Tanforan, outside 
of San Francisco, where a summer 
meet on the honor system is now 
being conducted. 

Passage of the betting measure 
will probably hurt Agua Caliente 
and Tia Juana, Californians’ havens 
for excitement and amusement. 
Propagandists from those resorts 
were very active in the campaign 


that after laying the price on Shar- 
key they then wagered 11 to 10 on 
Carnera, the day of the match, and 
cleaned up. Three weeks before the 
contest it was reported along Broad- 
way that the wise money would be 
on the giant Italian, first of his race 
ever to win the heavyweight crown. 
One cartoonist depicted the punch 
that would topple Jack—but back- 
wards and not on his face. The 
sports writers were fairly divided 
in their predictions, but at least one 
named Carnera the winner, with- 
out any ifs, ands or buts. 

Sharkey was unable to land a left 
hook, the punch that felled Primo 
in their previous meeting. Carnera 
caught most such attempts on his 
uplifted right arm. Jack switched 
the attack and landed some corking 
rights on the big man’s chin, but 
the former circus wrassler seemed 


(Continued on page 54) 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Tom Breneman, son, 

June 24, Los Angeles. Father is 
manager of KFAC-KFVD, Los An- 
geles. Mother was Billie Dunn, 
radio piano player on the coast. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Dunn, 
daughter, June 25, Hollywood. Fa- 
ther is in sound dept. at Fox. 
Mother is daughter of Dave Thomp- 
son, Hollywood agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bing Crosby, son, 
Hollywood, June 27. Mother is the 
former Dixie Lee, screen actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Heindorf, son, 
at the Cedars of Lebanon hospital, 
Hollywood, June 15. Mother is the 
former Maxine Mitchell, dancer, 
and father is the Warner studio 
music arranger. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Haverlin, 
daughter, Los Angeles, June 16. 
Father is sales manager of KFI- 
KECA, Los Angeles. Mother is 
Virginia Filohri, former picture 
player and radio singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Dorsey, 
daughter, June 9, at’Santa Maria, 
Calif. Father operates the Santa 
Maria theatre there. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Gargan, 
son, Los Angeles, June 28 Father 
is stage and sereen actor. Mother 
was Patricia Kenny, stage actress. 

Triplets, two girls and a _ boy, 
born to Raymond K. Strong, contrvl 
Station WGY, 





room engineer at 
Schenectady, and Mrs. Strong, at 
Ellis hospital], that city, July 1. 


Weighed four pounds each. 

Mrs. and Mrs. Kendal! Capps, son, 
July 3, in Long Island City, N. Y. 
Their second child. Father is a 
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East 


Two men were held for Special 
Sessions in the Coney Island court 
for and selling pirated song sheets. 
Arthur Hoffman, of Feist’s, com- 
plainant, 





Ludwig Satz and Jos. Rumshinsky 
have taken the Public theatre, on 
2d avenue, and will operate with 
Jewish musicals. 





In the Circuit Court at Newark 
RCA lost a suit brought against the 
Arcturus Radio Tube Co., of New- 
ark, for $37,032, alleged to be due 
as royalties on tubes manufactured 
by Arcturus. 





‘The Giaconda Smile,’ Crane Wil- 
bur’s adaptation of Aldous Huxley's 
fiction, will be tried by Elizabeth 
Miele at her Summit playhouse. 





fired 270 snoopers 


Washington 
blotter squad last 


from the local 
week. 


That Tommy Manville-Claire 
Windsor hitch off the schedule. 





Fred Astaire’s marriage to Mrs. 
Phyllis B. Potter delayed. She de- 
sires first to obtain legal custody 
of her baby son by her first mar- 
riage. 





Jamaica (L. I.) referee hears the 
uncontested suit of Mrs. James E. 
Barton, reserving decision. Pend- 
ing decree Mrs. Barton has taken a 
cut in her temporary alimony. It’s 
down to $75 a week. 





Claire Cole, dancer in ‘Music in 
the Air,’ gives the air to Edison S. 
Lott, 2d, in the White Plains court. 
She gets $15 a week when she is 
working and another sawbuck when 
she’s idle. 





Breaking of the rope on a paint- 
er’s scaffold on the south exterior 
wall of the Hippodrome dropped one 
painter 50 feet Wed. (28). The other 
man clung to the ropes and was 
saved. Geo. Dietz in Flower hos- 
pital with a fractured skull and 
internal hurts. 





New organization, the Associate 
Directors, will launch an operetta, 
‘The Opera Racket,’ as a first pro- 
duction. Allen K,. Foster at the 
helm. 





Four men pleaded guilty in Brook- 
lyn to a charge of unlawful entry, 
superseding serious charge of at- 
tempted burglary at the Terminal 
theatre May 14. All were given jail 
sentences. 

Chicago opera company at the 
Hipp freed of Sunday violation 
charges when the arresting officer 
failed to qualify as opera expert. 
Could not swear it was opera and 
not a sacred concert. Cecil May- 
berry, Orlando Craford and Ray 
Gallo told to go home. 





Actors’ Dinner Club shifted to 
the Woodstock. 





Victor Menille art chief at Radio 
City in place of Clark Robinson, 
who quit last week. 





Edith Ward, who uses the prefix 
of ‘Major,’ in Yorkville court last 
week charged with soliciting funds 
without a license. She is head of 
the Actors’ Memorial Foundation, 
which was denounced by Daniel 
Frohman some time ago. Charged 
she has collected about $6,854 in the 
past six months, of which only $6 a 
week has been spent in alleviating 
distress. PS 





‘Cabbages and Kings’ at the Bar- 
bizon Plaza closed Wed. (28). 
Opened the night before. 





Otis Skinner celebrated his 75th 
birthday Wed. (28). 





Natalie teorge, cashier in a 
Times Sq. restaurant, got tired of 
telling Albert Pearson she would 
not marry him. Tuesday night they 
quarreled. Pearson is in the Poly- 
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clinic hospital with a bullet in his 
head, 

Fritz Lieber, who has clung to 
classic roles for years, goes modern 
this week at Elizabeth, N. J., where 
the Broadway players are present- 
ing ‘The Late Christopher Bean.’ 

Harry L. Cort, son of the late 
John Cort, plans to enter produc- 
tion. Will make four offerings next 
season, starting with a musical re- 
vival. 








Hassard Short back from London. 
Staging ‘As Thousands Cheer’ will 
be his first engrossment, 





Dorothy Benjamin Caruso, widow 
of the late Enrico, to marry a Pa- 
risian doctor who formerly prac- 
ticed in Philadelphia. 


B'way Assn. offering prizes to 
those who do the most business 
with restrained displays. Deplores 
emulation of gaudy theatre fronts 
by stores, and seeks correction. Also 
to oust pushcarts. 





Dmitri Ostrov has completed the 
adaptation of Roark Bradford’s 
‘John Henry’ stories. Due in the 
fall, but may have a summer try- 
out. 





State Emergency Relief planned a 
series of concerts in public parks to 
give work to unemployed musicians. 
Offered $15 a week for 22 hours’ 
work. Scale is $70. No concerts. 





All recent presswork for Marion 
Talley leads up to the announce- 
ment she is to return to the concert 
platform in the fall. Maybe opera 
the following year. 





Harry Stratton, burlesque come- 
dian, in Bellevue in a serious condi- 
tion. Took an overdose of veronal 
after writing a farewell note to 
Janet Jordan, cabaret performer, 
who did not return his interest, it 
is said. 





Jury awards $25,000 to Hazel 
Setzer for injuries in an auto crash. 
Defendant was Sarah Davidow, sis- 
ter-in-law of J. J. Shubert. 





Surplus animals in Central Park 
zoo offered for sale, but only one 
bison bought for $75. Circuses not 
looking for more mouths to feed. 





Dr. Samuel Rosenblatt issues a 
warning against unauthorized at- 
tempts to collect money for an al- 
leged memorial to his father, the 
cantor. 


Reported that Claire Luce, divorc- 
ing Clifford W. Smith, is to get 
$1,000,000 in lieu of alimony. Law- 
yers deny, but rumor persists. 





Back in 1865 Kate Mayhew played 
the boy Sam in ‘Ticket of Leave 
Man.’ Now she’s playing Sam’s 
grandmother in its revival at Prov- 
incetown Playhouse. 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., reported 
successfully to have passed the 
pneumonia crisis and on the road to 
recovery. 





Surry Players, at Bar Harbor, 
Me., will open with ‘The Youngest,’ 
with John Drew Colt in the lead. 
Underlined are ‘The Crime at Blos- 
soms,’ a new British mystery play, 
and ‘On Approval.’ 





Nick Schenck slightly injured 
Thursday when a taxi in which he 
was a passenger hit a fire dept. car. 
Slight cut did not require medical 
attention. 





Judy O'Day, actress and writer, 
asking $250,000 from Henry A. 
Wood, a broker, alleging breach of 
promise. In N. Y. Supreme court. 

Rex Weber back on the showboat 
Buccaneer. Had been out to fill 
another engagement. ° 





Humbert Sebastian fined $3 Fri- 
day (30) for carrying a sandwich 


board on Broadway. First result 
of the new drive to clean up the 
square. 





Chorus auditions at the Shubert 
tomorrow (Wednesday), Thursday 
and Friday. Inexperienced girls 
considered if they are lookers. 





Roy B. McDavidson, guest at the 
Hermitage, fell out of his ninth 
floor window Thursday (29). 
Crashed eight awnings, which broke 
his fall, but not his katzenjamme 








according to Bellevue’ physicians. 
Just a slight bump on the head. 

Body of Fatty Arbuckle lay in 
state in a local funeral parlor, but 
few visitors. 

Beniamino Riccio, radio singer, 
who was arrested some time ago on 
the charge that he had assaulted 
Mary Sahlin at the stage door of 


the Radio City Music Hall, told 
the judge he was merely trying to 
collect a bill. She told the court 
his amorous attentions were annoy- 
ing. Case dismissed, but the bari- 
tone was warned. 


Macy's revives parking rack for 
bikes. To be continued only if a 
sufficient number patronize. Other- 
wise it’s just a press stunt for the 
Roxyettes, six of whom were the 
first users Sat. 





Heavy storm Saturday night (1) 
blew down the tent of the Robert- 
son Bros. circus in Long Island, 
imprisoning about 400 people under 
the canvas. Five were sent to the 
hospital and about a dozen others 
given first aid on: the lot. 





French government bans import 
of American raw film stock for 
three months. 





Real winner of Carnera-Sharkey 
fight is Emelia Tersini, who slapped 
a plaster on the Preem’s winnings 
to satisfy a judgment obtained in 
her British breach suit. Record of 
the judgment was filed in a N. Y. 
court prior to the scrap. 





Herman Shumlin will not produce 
on his own account this season, 
Has read scores of plays without 
finding anything worth while. 


Paris dispatch says Rex Ingram 
has embraced the Mohammedan 
faith and will assume the name of 
Ben Allem Nacired Ben. Inciden- 
tally, he will give up the produc- 
tion of motion pictures. 


Court refuses application of 
Rockefeller Center to discharge 
mechanics liens on the property by 
filling a bond. Holds that a bond 
cannot be offered after the lien is 
filed. Lien is by several materials 
companies against a sub-contractor 
who failed to pay off in spite of 
the fact that he was paid all but 
$8,998 of the face of his contract. 
Liens amount to about $15,000. 





When Col. Lindbergh took off in 
his test flight Saturday at Cald- 
well, N. J., the newsreel men were 
unable to obtain satisfactory shots, 
so he came back and did it all 
over again for their benefit. 


Radio City. to be increased by the 
erection of two more buildings to 
complete the double-block 5th ay. 
frontage. One will be the Italian 
building and the other, it is hoped, 
will house German interests. 


Estate of the late Daniel C. Curry, 
g.m. for the Ziegfeld interests who 
died two days after his employer, 
is $12,584 gross and $7,057 net, ac- 
cording to schedules filed for the 
transfer tax. Notes to the amount 
of $46,660 given .by Ziegfeld for 
loans, disregarded as is a note for 
$250 made out by Richard Bennett. 


‘Whistling in the Dark’ given by 
two summer co’s this week. At 
Suffern, N. Y. and Lake Chautau- 
qua. 





Decided to hold opera at the New 
York Hippodrome indefinitely, since 
it weathered the hot spell last week. 





New dry administrators to ignore 
speakeasies and concentrate on 
illegal breweries. 





Thelma Todd, Charles Laughton 
and Sally Eilers back from Lun’on 
on the Europa, Sunday. 


Coast 


Mrs. Gertrude Wise awarded di- 
vorce from Ray Wise, actor, in Los 
Angeles on ground of cruelty. 











Because she was serving on a 
criminal trial jury, Dorothy Bell, 
actors’ agent, was unable to appear 
in a Los Angeles Justice court on a 
charge of passing worthless checks. 
Her hearing was continued. 





Charge of automobile theft 
brought against Sadakichi Hart- 
mann, writer, dropped in Los An- 
geles because of lack of evidence. 





Nancy Nash, actress, booked in a 
Los Angeles Police court on a 
charge of disturbing the peace, and 
subsequently released on $100 bail. 
Miss Nash, after crashing into a 
police car, is alleged to have slapped 
the officers’ faces. 





William ‘Curly’ Guy, acquitted of 
the murder of Captain Walter Wan- 
derwell, ordered to leave the coun- 
try, voluntarily or by deportation, 
by Labor department officials. 





Mrs. Nancy Collins, magazine 


writer, lashed Allison Jamison, 60, 





with a horsewhip in San Diego, 
claiming that the man had con- 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news itens; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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ducted himself improperly towards 
her 12-year-old daughter, according 
to police .eport. Police had pre- 
viously failed to act on her accusa- 
tion, she said. 
Freeman Lusk, Los Angeles, nabe 
paper publisher, acquitted of man- 
slaughter in connection with the 
death of Mrs. Edna Borreson, 








Lawrence Tibbett and his wife 
returned to Burlingame so that an 
expected heir may be born in Cali- 
fornia. 





Cc. J. Foerster, actor, awarded §$2,- 
500 damages against Travis Banton, 
fashion designer, and Joe E. Brun- 
ton for injuries suffered in a traffic 
accident. 

Norma Talmadge and George Jes- 
sel returned to Hollywood after a 
two months’ vaude tour. 





Charles Butterworth and _ wife 
robbed of $15,000 in gems in a day- 
light holdup at their Beverly Hills 
home by two bandits. 





Clarence Brown, Ken Maynard, 
Hoot Gibson, Paul Lucas, George 
O’Brien, Henry King, Victor Flem- 
ing, and Douglas Shearer flew in the 
Motion Picture Day events (3) at 
the National Air Races in Los An- 
geles. 

Lucille Friml, daughter of the 
composer, has been granted the use 
of $2,962 remaining from the $5,000 
trust fund provided by her father 
by order of L. A. Superior Court. 


Nipo Strongheart, Indian actor 
and lecturer, was restrained from 
selling his house by L. A. Superior 
court, pending settlement of a claim 
by his divorced wife. 





Petition to legalize Sunday danc- 
ing in Los Angeles and to allow 
sale of beer in dance halls sub- 
mitted to L. A. city clerk, 





Wavelie [. Brown, dancer, won 
a divorce from Tyler Brown, con- 
cession operator, in L. A. Superior 
Court. 





Charles Barber was released from 
a whiskey selling conviction in L. A. 
Superior court because of lack of a 
regulatory ordinance in that city to 
prohibit liquor sale. 





‘Doc’ Walz, showman, filed suit 
in Los Angeles for $2,043 against 
the Bird Wonderland, Inc., Ltd., and 
Cc. B. Glick, stating that the con- 
cern had sold him a 23-foot python 
which only measured 18 feet. 





Thomas ‘Tommy’ O’Brien, prize 
fighter, and George Twomey, ar- 
rested in Los Angeles charged with 
robbery of the United Artists the- 
atre in Pasadena, March 5. Four 
persons were locked in the man- 
ager’s office and $200 taken. 





Ariene Bancroft, Al G. Barnes 
circus performer, has recovered 
from injuries received three months 
ago from a 25-foot trapeze fall. 





Oliver Hardy, actor, is defendant 
in a $50,000 damages suit for alleged 
battery filed by his sister-in-law, 
Mrs. Mary Pence Hunter, in Los 
Angeles. A divorce suit is pending 
between Hardy and his wife, and 
it was at Mrs. Hardy’s home where 
Mrs. Hunter asserts she was 
punched in the face. 





Hope Anderson, radio singer, un- 
derwent an operation for appen- 
dicitis in Los Angeles. 





Ruth Helen Davis, actress, dra- 
matist and former director of the 
Belmont, L. A., has been awarded 
the Lady Keeble scholarship at Ox- 
ford. 

Hollywood film studios used 5,288 
women extras in May as compared 
to 5,938 in April, according to the 
Calf. Dept. of Industrial Relations. 





Claiming that her screen career 
had been interrupteg to the value 
of $5,750, in an accident in which 
Joe Egli, casting director, applied 
the brakes too fast, Alberta Vaughn 
filed suit in Los Angeles against 
the caster for that amount. 

a 

Furnishings in the home of Pau- 
line Stark, actress, and Jack White, 
producer, were sold in Los Angeles 
on court order that the proceeds 
be divided between the divorced 
pair 





Lurine Plank, actress, is recover- 
ing from an accident in a rehearsal 
in the Forest theatre, Carmel, Calif., 
in which her clothing caught fire. 

Leslie B. Henry, Pasadena broker, 
filed a deposition in L. A. civil court 
in defense against the civil suit 
brought against him by Mrs. Char- 
lotte Shelby, mother of Mary Miles 
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Minter, stating, in part, that 
aided Mrs. Shelby in concealing 
assets from her daughter, 





Los Angeles City Council ask 
the police commission of that ej 
to suspend actics on three applica 
tions for tango licenses. 





Frank Borzage, director, renteg 
a dirigible to drop flowers on hig 
wife as she steamed into Los An& 
geles from Honolulu. 

Ernest Westmore, film makeug, 
man, given the custody of his 10. 
year-old daughter. Father and 
mother divorced, have both remare 
ried. 


Loretta Young given approval of 
her contract with Twentieth Cene 
tury by Los Angeles Superior Court, 
Okay necessary, as she is only 20, 


Death has claimed 28 persons 
connected with the motion picture 
industry in Hollywood since Jan. a 





A second investigation into the 
proceedings of the Pacific Shore Oil 
Company, owned by the Princes 
M'Divani, has been launched by the 
Los Angeles District Attorney’s of. 
fice. Princes are the estranged 
husbands of Mae Murray, actress, 
and Mary McCormic, singer. 


Settlement for $4,000 in partial 
payment for $46,336 worth of furnie 
ture by Gloria Swanson has pre« 
vented a_ sheriff's sale of the 
actress’ furnishings. 


Mid-West 


Mique Malloy, Chicago promoter, 
sought Primo Carnera to shadow 
box at the World’s Fair and charge 
gate admissions for watching him, 





Rev. Phillip Yarrow of the [le 
linois Viligance Society, the Chi- 
cago equivalent to Boston’s Watch 
and Ward, lost a collection of ero- 
tica when his landlord attached 
them for back rent. Yarrow paid 
off and got his property back but 
denied the books were smutty. They 
were standard textbooks a sex he 
told reporters. Yarrow has recently 
been censoring shows at the 
World’s Fair. 


William Thomas, 26, of Taylor- 
ville, Illinois, was pinched follow- 
ing an unsuccessful robbery ate 
tempt on the boxoffice of the Keye 
stone theatre, Chicago. He at- 
tempted to escape the cops who are 
rested him and was shot and critic- 
ally wounded. All for $25. 





Georgian von Drake, 23, a dancer, 
employed to impersonate Aphrodite 
in a Greek carnival at the Century 
of Progress Exposition, fell on a 
slippery surface and fell back into 
the water. At Chicago Memorial 
hospital it was stated her injuries 
were painful but not critical. 


Scholl Manufacturing Company 


presented the footsore and weary | 


chair-pushers, pavement-pounders, 
and uniformed guides of the 
World's Fair with complimentary 
first aid kits for burning tootsies. 
Those asphalt walks have been 
tough on the help and the Scholl 
firm figured it was good exploita- 
tion as the lads would probably tell 
visitors about the kits. 
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BETTER SHOW cé¢ RKO! 


AKO PALAC 
“| LOVED YOU 
WEDNESDAY” 


Warner Baxter—Elissa Landi 
plus RKO Vaudeville 


B'wWAY 
ot 47th 


RKO S6th ST.cefdve 
Wed. to Fri., July 5 to 7 
‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ 


and 
‘Under the Tonto Rim’ 


RAO 6isr ST. ww 
Wed. to Fri., July 5 to 7 


‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ 
with 


Nancy Carroll 
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—On the Screen — 
James CAGNEY 


“PICTURE SNATCHER” 


Stage: Ben Blue; Rosita and Ramon; 
Tamara and Paul Troen Orch; othors 
Starts Friday, ‘HELL BELOW 















eee 
Jean Harlow Clark Gable 
=) 

‘HOLD YOUR MAN" 
On the stage—Benny Davis 
and his Bway 
“Stars of 
Future” 
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Rene Racover in from Paris, 
gtopping at the Gladstone. | 

It's Moe Ducore’s Boyer's drug- 

ore now. 

What became of that annual RKO 
golf ‘tournament? 

Belle Baker ona strict reducing 
@iet under an m. d.’s supervision. 

Dan Healy’s house near Saratoga 
purned down, spoiling his summer 





plans. 
Anne, wife of Kelcey Allen, go- 
jng to Spain, but he no like bull- 


fights. 

William O'Neal, the tenor, in 
Brooklyn hospital with intestinal 
trouble. 

Jack, of the Biarritz, smallest 
parkeep in thirst spos, nick-named 
Carnera. 

Jack Pepper back in town after 
playing a colossal route. He was 
away two weeks. 

Rafael Alavera out of the El Gar- 
yon management, Peter Anselmo 
continuing the BBB spot. 

Week-end over the Fourth ex- 
tending from Friday until tomorrow 
(Wednesday) for some people. 

Jack Lait passed up the Carnera- 
Sharkey match. First heavyweight 
championship he missed in 25 years. 

Jerry Wald no longer with Lou 
Irwin’s office; ex-radio editor doing 
freelance mag work on _ radio 
celebs. ‘ 

Walter O'Keefe and Roberta Rob- 
inson (Mrs. O’K) vacashing in 
Maine at a summer spot they 
rented. 

Lew Dolgoff and Yorke and King 
were bon voyaged Thursday and 
Friday respec with special galas at 
Coffee Cliff's. 

Savington Crampton, of the J. 
Walter Thompson agency, London- 
ward for a quickie vacash on the 
‘Columbus’ June 30. 

Jatk Pegler, the Lord & Thomas 
icture ad _ specialist, attending 

O .and .Paramount conventions 
in Chicago, thence to coast. 

Polly Moran is looking for a.two- 
and-a-half-year old girl to adopt. 
Her adopted son, John Michael, 15, 
is headed for a career as a lawyer. 

Helen Gallagher’s chop house on 
52d street just west of Broadway 
a.natural. Place was originally 
Al, Ben and Jack’s and later Eve- 
Iyn Nesbit’s night club. 

Eurega Eloy Davis, of the RKO 
office, has completed the play on 
which she has. been working with 
Lillian Okun. Until they change 
their minds it’s ‘A Broadway 
Broad.’ . 

A. P. Gustave Keller, hotel man, 
22 East 47, a voluntary bankrupt, 
$518,000 in liabilities, indeterminate 
assets. He is president of the R. C. 
Hotel Corp. (Hotel Gladstone), 114 
East 52. 

Tf everybody’s running around 
with whom the Broadway columnists, 
gay they are, it’s the biggest year 
for two-timing since Washington 
left ol’ Virginie. The boys haven't 
been unanimous on any one couple 
in weeks. 

At a recent testimonial dinner to 
Willie Macfarlane the golf pro gave 
credit to three men, Oak Ridge 
members, for helping him win the 
Métropolitan open. One of the trio 
was Harry Warner, who, said Mac- 
farlane, helped him with hig put- 


ting. 
Berlin 


By F. M. Manasse 








Berlin ready to greet Lillian Gish, 
due here in European trip. 

Irving Thalberg will leave Bad 
Nauheim July 20 to-return to U.§.A. 

Lil Dagover narrowly escaped 
death in a motor accident last week. 

Jan Kiepura has signed a con- 
tract with Universal to film at 
Hollywood. Pat, 

Henri Garat, French star, has re- 


turned his Ufa contract to play lead. 


in the new film, ‘War of the Valses,’ 
and has left Germany. 

Following’ visit of Clayton Shee- 
han German Fox Film announces 
that at least four pictures will be 
produced in this country this year. 

Elizabeth Bergner has signed a 
contract with Charles B. Cochran 
to play lead in a play by Margaret 
Kennedy to be produced in London 
in the fall. 

Annabella, French femme star and 
& pash among German fans, stated 
on leaving Berlin she will play her 
next-but-one film in Germany, prob- 
ably directed by Reinhold Schuntzel. 





Vienna 

Irene von Zilahy to sea-side in 
England. 

John van Druten and Auriol Lee 
holiday-making. 

Duschinsky buried to world, writ- 
ing historical drama. 

Walter Straus, Oscar’s youngest, 
off to Paris eutting for Par. 

Marie Jeritza describing her im- 
Pressions of monarchs, dead and 
alive, 

Otto Klemperer approached to 
Conduct October till April in Los 
Angeles. 

Al Woods lays hands on Rudolph 

thar’s latest ‘The End Begins To- 
morrow,” 
weet: Curtis Canfield and Amherst 
So ers due at Castle Theatre in 
Schoenbrunn with ‘Front Page,’ 





‘Emperor Jones,’ and ‘Adding Ma- 
chine.’ 

Robert Heger to replace Otto 
Klemperer in Berlin after 8 years 
of Vienna. 

Bruno Granichstaedten’s new op- 
eretta ‘The Card Castle’ to be world- 
premiered in Copenhagen. 

Klemens Krauss off to Dresden to 
rehearse world-premiere of latest 
Richard Strauss opus ‘Arabella.’ 

Bulgaria’s ex-king sees Sil-Vara’s 
Victoria play for third time, and 
offers congrats to author and play- 
ers. 

Count Mensdorff and Ex-king 
Ferdinand of Bulgaria occupying 
box at dress-rehearsal of Sassmann 


London 


Bobby Henshaw’s romance busted. 

Sines Byng getting over laryn- 
gitis. 

Harry ‘Foster 
plunge in July. 

Columbia to film 
Alibi’ over here. 

Tom Webster, Daily Mail 
toonist, divorced. 

Thelma Todd figuring on coming 
back in November. 

Suzanne Lenglen here, but only 
to watch at Wimbledon. 

Cliff Whitley’s ‘Show Boat’ sta- 
tionary attraction at Margate, 

Leighton Brill plays tennis with 
his boss, Oscar Hammerstein II. 

Edwin Styles auditioning for new 
Drury Lane musical, ‘Ball in Savoy.’ 

Honey Dew cafe popular rendez- 
vous of American acts and agents. 

Lewis Milestone taking day off to 
see ‘Dinner at Eight,’ at the Palace. 

Francis Mangan says he’ll estab- 
lish production offices in New 
York, 

Georgie Harris breaking in 
vaudeville act between making pic- 
tures. ; 

Frances Double won a divorce 
from Sir Anthony Lindsay-Hogg, 








taking marital 
‘Ten Minutes 


car- 


June 14. 

Oscar Hammerstein II, off to 
Switzerland, to put his youngster 
to school. 


Percy Athos grabbing a couple 
days in <Alfredo’s bungalow, at 
Shoreham. 

Lynn Harding turning down of- 
fer to go to America to stage 
‘Henry VIII.’ 

Charles Coborn, octogenarian, off 
on a 108-mile hike from London to 
Bournemouth. 

Irene Vanbrugh making her first 
talker appearance in ‘The Head 
of the Family.’ 

Prince George and party at the 
London Palladium in time to see 
Duke Ellington. 

DeLaszlo’s portrait of Anny Ah- 
lers at his Bond street exhibition 
is creating interest. 

Gerda Dahl, touted as ‘Zeigfeld 
Follies’ star, out of Prince of Wales’ 
revue after four days, 

Two local acts already lined up 
to do copy of Lassiter brothers, as 
soon as boys go home. 

Peggy Ashcroft finally signed for 
screen, will play opposite Conrad 
Veidt in ‘The Wandering Jew.’ 

Cyril Lawrence, former Lew Les- 
He manager, trying vaudeville, re- 
vue, circus as provincial tourer, 

Harvey Watkins, Harry Crull and 
Jack Curtis at the Cafe Anglais 
dishing over the old Keith days. 

Wyn Claire and Eric Bransby 
Williams marriage invitations out, 
with event scheduled for June 29. 

‘Over the Page’ to take to the 
sticks, with Condos brothers, orig- 
inally in West End cast, included. 

Despite inclement weather, only 
show pulling capacity throughout 
was the Aldershot Annual Tattoo. 

Lady Charles Cavendish (Adele 
Astaire) visited by her mother in 
anticipation of addition to family. 

Patricia Burke in ‘As You Like 
It, Open Air theatre in Regent’s 
Park, is daughter of Marie Burke. 

Mr. ‘C,’ formerly Maude Court- 
ney, and Mr. ,C playing American 
parts in British films as Findlay 
Currie. 

Friends of Sam Gluckstein, one 


of Joe Lyons directors, threw 
champagne dinner to celebrate his 
knighthood. 


Bernard Mills, son of Bertram 
Mills, off to America for talent for 
his father’s annual Christmas cir- 
cus at Olympia. ; 

John Murray Anderson's ‘Over 
the Page’ to take to the sticks, with 
Condos brothers, originally in West 
End cast, be included. 

Rumored here M. Mitchell to have 
exclusive bookings when John 
Southern takes over the Garrick 
for vaudeville in Sept. 

Reilly and Comfort to stay at 
Joseph Huston’s house during their 
week at Liverpool. Huston is Eng- 
lish head of Woolworth’s. 

Charles Kullmar, American from 
New Haven, and leading tenor in 
Berlin State Opera for three seasons 
here recording for Columbia. 

Mary Newcomb doing 25-minute 
telephone monolog as curtain raiser 
at Ambassadors besides playing in 
‘When Ladies Meet’ at the Lyric. 

Con West suing Moss Empires 
over ‘Sons o’ Guns’ tangle, with 
Moss’ winning the day, but each 





side ordered to pay own expenses 





Hollywood 


Wm. K,. Wells has returned to 
town. Is at the Bev-Wilshire. 


Stench bombing dying out after 
those arrests. 


Eddie Hitchcock bought 
walls and a roof. 


Erin La Bissoniere around after 
a protracted illness, 


Coast defenders doubt there is a 
Jack Campbell any more. 


Rebecca threw a luncheon party 
for all her femme clients. 


Edward Bakeman now associated 
with Lou Dorn booking agency. 

Harry Norwood eastbound after 
two weeks as a Hollywoodian. 

Hugh Herbert writing a book on 
his 25 years’ experiences in vaude. 

Madeline Sheffield back in town 
from ingenuing with ‘Follow Thru.’ 

Max Winslow thinks Sharkey 
crossed him up in taking the pow- 
der. 

Robert Montgomery going rural 
for four weeks on his New York 
farm, 

Henry King hopped to York, O., 
to buy a four passenger Waco 
plane. 

Now it’s all the orange juice you 
can drink for a nickel in downtown 
spots. 

Charlie Wilschin will forget about 
the Hollywood agency business after 
next week, 

Mario, former maitre de hotel at 
Sardi’s, New York, now at the Club 
la Boheme. 

Will Hays and family summer- 
ing at the Buster Keaton home at 
Santa Monica. 

Earl Reed, the Vine-Hollywood 
traffic copper, has given out his 
10,000th ticket, 

Three Octaves warbling with the 
Ted Fiorito show at Loew’s State 
for its second week. 

Hollywood had a preview of the 
Fourth of July when a Vine street 
fireworks stand went off. 

Members of the L. A. “Times’ 
dramatic department equipped with 
neat little pads for their notes, 





four 


J. J. Sullivan broke 100 at Lake-- 


side, but in doing it strained a 
tendon so severely he’s laid up. 

Louie Lissner blew in from New 
York and hopped right out again 
for a vacash in Northern California. 

Louis B. Mayer will spend his 48th 
birthday celebrating Independence 
Day at his Santa Monica domicile. 

Hollywood mob hitting down in 
the dark belt for their midnite en- 
tertainment. Just a hot weather 
idea. 

Rabbi Ernest Trattner of New 
York here vacation visiting with 
his former co-workers at First Na- 
tional. 

Charles Ruggles flew back from 
his N. Y. vacash and claimed he’s 
sola on air travel but was a bit 
shaky. 

Joseph M. Schenck wnmses_ his 
yacht on week-end trips instead of 
spending the period at his Mexican 
resort. 

Lynn Farnol stagged the pub- 
licity personnel of United Artists 
with Hal Horne and Ed Finney the 
guests. 

George Marion, Jr., and family 
returned from three months in Eu- 
rope. He’s negotiating for a Par 
writing contract. 

Vincent Lawrence going from 
here to be best man at the wedding 
of Benn W. Levy to Constance 
Cummings in London. 

Harry Brand pulled a fast one 
on the mob in ducking by plane to 
Las Vegas to get knotted to Sybil 
Leavy. Couple now yachting. 

A production unit that was work- 
ing its head off on a process stage 
at a major studio slowed down at 
11 p. m. for a breathing spell. Peo- 
ple sent out for beer and were quaf- 
fing it when the president of the 
company ankled on the set. 


alias 


By E. P. Jacobi 








Latest profession taken up by s0- 
ciety debs is jazz singing in night 
clubs. 

Open-air 
Count Esterhazy’s 
tracted 9,000 visitors, 

Marika Reokk to be starred in 
English picture ‘The Gipsy Baron,’ 
directed by Carmine Gallone. 

Oscar Fodor, manager Pecs the- 
atre, one of the biggest in the prov- 
inces, attempted suicide because he 
couldn’t pay electric light bill. 

tilbert Miller, Budapest’s best 
publicity agent. Visitors he _ per- 
suaded to come were John van Dru- 
ten, Auriol Lee, Alfred Savoir. 

Count Teddy Zichy enrolled as 
professional boxer, Also managing 
several boxing contests. Zichy one 
of the oldest aristocratic families 
here. 

Actresses going in for athletics. 
Lily Keleti won 400-yard sprint. 
Girls from Belvarosi theatre formed 
rowing club. Vigszinhaz girls go for 
archery. 

Max Morton to take over Fova- 
rosi theatre next season. Rein- 
hardt’s close friend, his first, will 


ballet and opera at 
chateau, at- 


be ‘Belle Helene,’ 
Professor. 

Ferenc Molnar back home after 
several months. Meeting his new 
son-in-law, George Sarkozy, prom- 
ising young author. Molnar com- 
pleted new novel, with locale in 
Venice. 

Their cook has been with Mr. and 
Mrs. Goth, this country’s foremost 
actor couple, for 25 years. They 
furnished a cottage for her and 
Mrs. Goth cooked the festive dinner 
herself. 

Miss Hungary 1933, Julia Gaal, 
thought she had landed a million- 
aire from Buenos Ayres. He was 
identified in a small town in Rou- 
mania as being man who disap- 
peared three years ago. 


Loop 


Alexander Pantages here. 


Hal Halperin fourth-of-Julyed 
near Chicago. 


Francis X. Donegan paused here 
California-bound,. 


Billy Diamond took the long 
week-end in the rustic retreats, 


Arch Reeve and son Bob devoted 
all Monday (3) to inspecting Fair. 

Milton Figer, radio editor Mem- 
phis ‘Commercial-Appeal,’ in town. 

John Alcock, ex-‘Tribune’ desk 
man, left NBC press division Sat- 
urday (1). 

Al Wilkie gladhanding the local 
press on behalf of the Paramount 
sales meet. 

Lou Cowan now has an ‘and com- 
pany,’ having hired an assistant, 
Harry Miller. 

Orchestra Hall, after grind policy, 
will try a protracted booking with 
‘India Speaks.’ 

Dick Czerwonky’s philharmonic 
will hold a Polish music festival at 
Auditorium July 17. 

Floyd Gibbons bankrolled a beer 
and pretzel festival for the press 
atop the Palmer house. 

Barbara Bellamy, Elsie Miller, 
Jeannette LaMar, Joan Dancy at 
Streets of Paris, World’s Fair. 

Town noted censors’ liberality on 
FN’s ‘Little, Giant’ which passed 
with most of the belly laughs in- 
tact. 

After six weeks as manager of 
Columbia’s transcription dept. Bert 
Crane has been replaced by Monroe 
Wayne. 

Don Merrifield, Jack Varick, Sun- 
dra Love placed for temporary film 
work at Hollywood-at-Fair by Milo 
Bennett. 

Joe Branski and Edward Saun- 
ders back in the Selwyn boxoffice 
after a year’s absence, with Col. 
Bill Roche still at the helm. 

Dan Goldberg writes a film chat- 
ter column and conducts a kiddie 
club besides managing the Imperial 
theatre, Brunswick, Maryland. 

Renee Howard interviewed H. L. 
Kaufman and the next day became 
the third press agent the Congress 
hotel has had in a months’ time. 

Storm and cloudburst caused a 
24-hour postponement in Texas 
Guinan’s opening at the Pirate 


staged by the 








Ship, former Dance Ship, on the 
Midway. 
George Ade, Frank Vanderlip, 


Opie Read, Brand Whitlock were 
among ‘Press Veterans of 1983’ that 
the present World’s Fair invited to 
a reunion, 

Gaston Alciatore, New Orleans 
and Chicago restaurateur has an 
eating place in the Belgian Village. 
Opening night, June 30, was $3.75 
per couvert, 

RKO sales convention moved into 
the Drake hotel as the Paramount 
ditto starring George Schaeffer, Joe 
Unger, Neil Agnew, Stanley Waite 
moved out. 

Bob Gillam, Paramount publicist- 
in-chief, aeroplaned to Kansas City 
to visit his folks and will pick up 
the Paramount party in L. A, for 
the coast confab. 

New use for Cossacks attached to 
‘101 Ranch’ show at Fair was dis- 
covered. They became a guard of 
honor for Princess Alexandra Kro- 
potkin, lecturer, when she visited 
the expo. 

IHinois theatre staff for ‘Man Who 
Changed His Name’ includes A. B. 
Lee, manager; Eilean Quinlan, 
press; Norman Buckley, stage man- 
ager; Ben Lewis, treasurer; G. Hen- 
nings, assistant. 

When Charles Correll (Amos ’n’ 
Andy) acquired an 86-foot cruiser 
to live on during the summer his 
partner, Freeman Gosden sent him 
an ornate commodore’s' uniform 
just dripping with epaulets and gold 
braid. 

‘To-Morrow Turns Back’ being 
put on locally for two weeks at the 
Selwyn includes Isabel Randolph, 
Charles Harrison, Antoinette Rochte, 
Dean Jager, Marian Palmer, Mar- 
shal Grant, Carrie Reynolds, Carle- 
ton Guy, Richard Earle. 

Morris Herbert and Charles Salis- 
bury with Pauline Frederick pro- 
duction of ‘Her Majesty the Widow’ 
at Cort. Coastguard cast includes 
Grayce Hampton, Tom Chatterton, 
Carlyle Moore, Jr., Fred Bell, Isabe) 
Withers, Laurette Bullivant, Boyd 





Irwin. 


Paris 


By Beulah Livingstone 





Masculine youth of France now 
taking to plusfours. 

Walter Lippman of N. Y. ‘Herald 
Tribune’ back in town, 

Bricktop returned from Biarrits 
and is back at her own place in 
Montmartre. 

Pola Negri has rewarded her 
N. Y. secretary, Estelle Dick, with 
a vacation abroad. 

At the Hutton-Mdivani wedding 
the gifts to the ushers were hand- 
some gold cigarette lighters. 

Theatrical profession mourning 
the death of Paul Daubry, come<- 
dian-singer-author-com poser. 

Marlene Dietrich hiding from 
photographers at the opening of 
Richard Tauber’s Viennese operetta, 

Eleanor Boardman stepping out 


with Harry d’Abadie d’Arrast at 
the ‘Ambassadeur’s’ and ‘Mon 
Paris.’ 


Julien Duvivier is protesting in 
the French press against the Ger- 
man version of his film, ‘Poil de 
Carotte.’ 

First of the English Players sum- 
mer season offerings, “The Green 
Bay Tree,’ at the Theatre Albert 
Premier. 

Gabriella Besanzoni, contralto of 
the Scala at Milan, making her 
Paris concert debut at the Salle Ga- 
veau, June 23, 

Paul Witgenstein, one-armed con- 
cert pianist, is playing a left- 
handed concerto written especially 
for him by Ravel. 

F. C. Coppicus of Columbia Con- 
certs Corp. returned to N. Y. C. on 
the Bremen. Ditto E. M. Newman, 
the travel-lecturer. 

Raoul Guerin has been signed by 
Jean Marsae to be featured in the 
big revue which will open at the 
Coucou next season. 

Mrs. Palmer-Hall here from Lon- 
don to give two song recitals at the 
Salle Debussy under patronage of 
the British Ambassador. 

Radio station LL recently broad- 
cast the entire performance of the 
Folies Bergere with commentaries 
from the wings by Paul Derval, 
director of the Folies. 

Jeff Dickson, American’ sports 
promoter, practically commuting 
between London and Paris in the 
interest of the stadium he is put- 
ting up in Westminster. 

The Irving Netchers have taken 
an apartment at the Royal Monceau 
and will remain in Paris until 
Jenny Dolly has recovered suf- 
ficiently to go to the Riviera. 

Paris has a stage decoration ex- 
hibition at the Galliera Museum, 
where 60 models of sets represent- 
ing best works of most noted 
French theatrical designers are on 
view. 

Ramon Novarro, Kurt Weill, Vic- 
tor Marguerite, Damia, Polaire, 
Regina Crewe, Dorothy Farnum and 
Harriet Burke, all dropping in at 
the Boeuf-sur-le-Toit to hear Mari- 
anne Oswald sing ‘Surabaya 
Johnny.’ 

Pierre Bellanger, French bridge 
expert, has accepted Ely Culbert- 
son’s challenge for a_ three-day 
tournament at the George V, July 7, 


to be donated to a French charity. 
One hundred and eight deals will 
be played. 





Vienna 


Heinrich Gluecksmann congrats— 





Irma Laszlo off to Brussels to play 
in radio. 

Septenarian Weingartner conduct- 
ing concerts. 

‘Mother of Pearl’ due here with 
Massary in fall. 

Bruno Walter to conduct Gluck 
opera in March, 

Fritz Busch and Joseph Krips to 
replace Rudolf Heger. 

Tauber to star in Lehar’s ‘Schoen 
ist die Welt’ in London. 

Gyimes passes up bid to make 
shorts and revue films for Fox. 

Siegfried Geyer retitles his latest 
one hour before dress rehearsal. 

Opera projects reduced admish in 
fall with max of 10s and min of 30c. 


Ernst Krenek’s newest, called 
‘Emperor Karl V,’ under contract 
with State’s. 


Hermann Bahr’s 70th birthday to 
be commemorated with Burg revival 
of ‘Der Meister.’ 

John van Druten touring Central 
Europe and writing new comedy for 
Dame Sybil Thorndike. 

Harry J. Gell all het-up about 
emergency decree for newsreels. 
Local Par and RKO men backing 
up Fox view-point. 

Johann Strauss theatre, wired, 
rebuilt and renamed Scala in fall, 
1931, to open as legit stage under 
Rudolf Beer. Seats 1,356. 


The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 








Amsterdam to get a new small 

theatre for cabaret shows. Louis 
Davids to be manager. Will seat 
only 350. 
Last year we had as a novelty 
here the first Dutch girl cricket 
team, this year’s is a femme foot- 
ball team. 

Paul Abraham, Hungarian com- 





(Continued on page 64) 
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poser, formerly popular in Germany, 
conducted Concertgebouw orchestra 
in Amsterdam for one night. 

Theo Frenkel, Dutch actor, going 
to Spain to appear in a film by Loet 


Barnsteyn Co., Soundfilm, Ltd.; 
Barnsteyn is also distributor in 
Holland for UA. 

Kursaal cabaret at Scheveningen 
opened, bills announce mostly 
Dutch artists, headed by Louis 
Davids, others are Bob and Berty, 
pianists; Harmony Kings from New 
York, Turner Twins from London, 
Rolf Romany as conferencier from 








Berlin and Lisl Loeffler from 
Vienna. 

Jersey Shore 

By Wes Nolte 
Tom Howard a whippet and 


speed boat fan. 

Louis Sobol gives the shore nite 
spots a quick 0.0. 

Vinnie Richards gives the West 
End Casino a play. 

A boat line now between Yonkers 
and Atlantic Highlands. 

A Meyer Davis unit for the Mon- 
terey Grill, Asbury Park. 

George Trench, vaude, operating 
a dance hall at Highlands. 

S. S. Van Dine at Bradley Beach 
penning one of those creepers. 

A flock of phoney dough being 
shoved along the Boardwalk, Long 
Branch. 

Maggie Cline, at Fair Haven, 
doesn’t think much of the three- 
point-two. 

Mike Jacobs, ticket broker, a 
d- ed-in-the-wool New York to Fair 
Haven commuter. 

Emil Boreo and Vivian Janis a 
two-night booking at Vivian John- 
son’s, Monmouth Beach, 

Dick McAllister, Minsky comic, 
lives at Fair Haven and plugs the 
burg upon any provocation. 

‘The Savoy, former legit house in 
Asbury Park, open for the first time 
in two years. Showing pix. 

When the San Remo, Long 
Branch, goes floor show Harry 
Kilby will do the producing. 

Hugh O'Connell does his Pond 
broadcast from WJBI, Red Bank, 
while appearing in stock there. 

Barbara MacDonald of ‘Strike Me 
Pink’ is booked into the Club Lido, 
Sea Girt. Opens there next week. 

Charlie Haines still commuting 
from Atlantie Highlands to Loew’s 
Victory, the Bronx. And he likes it. 

Don Ladin, Martin Beck's son-in- 
law, and Walter Graham, dog show 
judge and writer, in the real estate 
biz together at West End. 

Jake Ginsberg and Dave Schnei- 
der, a couple of Coney Island con- 
cessionaires, building a sports arena 
at Lakewood. Plans call for a nite 
club in one of the wings. 

Katherine Alexander appearing 
for one week in stock at Elizabeth, 
N. J. Next week she opens at 
Spri: > Lake and will travel back 
and forth from her Eatontown 
place. 

Blanche Bow and Barbara Blaine 
of the Hollywood Rest are set for 
the opening show at the Addison 
(formerly West End Shore Club), 
class nitery. Sammy Watkins unit 
and Irving Edwards, m.c. are 
also in. 

Some bands set along the shore 
include: Eddie Duchin, Ross-Fenton 
Farm, Asbury Park; Gene Kardos, 
Hollywood hotel, Long Branch; 
‘Happy’ Felton, Jenkinson’s, Point 
Pleasa.it; Paul Sabin, Vivian John- 
son's, Monmouth Beach; Ralph 
Kirsch, Club Lido, Sea Girt; Myron 
Moore, Allenhurst Inn, Allenhurst; 
*Tick’ Wardell, Deal Inn, Deal; 


George De Costa, Riverview Tavern, ; 


Long Branch, and Reg Schury, 
Pleasant Inn, Red Bank. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Sign on a local theatre, ‘Hell Be- 
low’ with ‘Doctor’s Convention.’ 

Frisco DeVere, after a two-year 
siege, left the lodge for New’ York. 

John Louden left the lodge and 
has chartered a cottage downtown. 

John Dempsey of Boston I.A.T.S.E, 
left the lodge for downtown ozon- 
ing. 
Andrew Molony in his glory re- 
hearsing a heavy part with a local 
production. 

Betty Huntington, after a year’s 
ozoning, left for the Big street with 
absolutel okay. 


Jimmy Walker’ writes: ‘Best 
wishes. You'll never get well wor- 
rying about it.’ 

Walter Magnolia left for East}, 


Orange, called home by illness of}, 


his father Lou. 

Fred ‘Bones’ Bachman subject of 
favorable reports. Can now go toa 
talker once a month. 

Angela Papulis still confined to 
bed, is going through this fight with 
a smile, a gritty curer. 

Lillian Morgan left the lodge for 
New York. She won out after near- 
ly a year of curing: here. 

Leonard Cowley, left the lodge 
with an up ,okay., 
downtowning for a while, | , 


He -will stay 


Word is about that Mrs. William 
Morris and Aunt Ella are coming 
back to Saranac for a vacash. 

Ben Shaffer knocked off eight 
bucks on a baseball pool, but has 
been sent back to bed. Not serious. 

Are you writing to those that you 
know in Saranac and elsewhere that 
are sick? That letter does a lot of 
good. 

Jeanne LaFaun left the lodge for 
the Skyscraper-town. After a short 
vacash she will ozone again else- 
where. 

George McCormack, who staged 
his comeback in less than a year, 
got the big okay to-go-home and 
resume work. 

John 8S. Driscoll, producer and ex- 
manager who now dabbles with 
prize fighters, sent a flock of jigsaws 
for the gang. 

Marya Blake is progressing to a 
nifty comeback. She is strictly a 
bed patient, taking penmo-thorax 
(gas) and improving. 

Bert Ford, after a two-year siege 
of ozoning, will leave the lodge soon 
to'resume work. Expects to go into 
business in this locality. 

Tom ‘Cy’ Lenihan of Tucson, Ari- 
zona, postcards that he is holding 
up, but his legs still refuse to func- 
tion. That boy went through plenty. 
You can’t stop Jerry Vogel. Dur- 
ing the past month every patient 
here received novelties from abroad. 
Candidate for title ‘King of the Good 
Samaritan Club.’ 

Jack Casey, New York I. A. T. 8S. 
E. boy, after a month of observa- 
tion, left the infirmary department. 
Now an up patient, with two meals 
in the dining room. 

Bill Coyle, ILA.T.S.E. who is 
M.G.M.’ing, shot two large pictures 
back here for the gang to ogle, pic- 
tures were taken by the touring 
M.G.M., traveling studio. 

Xela ‘Madcap’ Edwards, who saw 
about three years of bed at the 
lodge, is taking the cure during the 
summer at a private camp. She will 
return to the lodge this fall. 
Thanks are due to Manager A. B. 
Anderson of the Pontiac theatre 
here for his kindness to all the the- 
atrical curers. Maybe his initials, 
A. B. A., stand for Actors’ Better- 
ment Ass'’t. 

Happy Benway (that’s me) has 
received the best report in four 
years, definite improvement with a 
general okay. Looks like the start 
of limited exercise, first in four 
years. Hurrah for our side! 


Montreal 


Stan Eld back from West Indies. 
Peggy Wall passes through from 
Chi, 
Tom Cleary getting hitched in 
August. \ 

Circus here (26-27) best biz in 
several years. 

Ed Sanborn orch dickering with 
radio commission. 

Dune MacDonald pulling ’em out 
of the Laurentian Lakes. 

Dorothy Tennant running show 
at Krausmann’s, another new caba- 
ret. 

Villa Maurice, Montreal's ritziest 
nite club, reopened to good biz 
Wednesday (28). 

More general rumor of closing all 
Montreal houses, now all in red, un- 
less taxes slashed and minors ad- 
mitted. Only a few indie houses 
holding up general assent to closing. 


Stroudsburg 


By J. J. Bartholomew 














Bart Dutton and his band open- 
ing at Yarrick’s Hof Brau in the 
Gap. 

Al Hernig’s rodeo is the first at- 
traction at the Pocono Horse Show 
grounds, 

Fred Waring and his Pennsyl- 
vanians playing one-nighter at 
Lakewood Park. 

! Uncle Pete and Louise, from 
‘WAAM, one-nighting under aus- 
pices P. O. S, of A. 

Ted Baxter and his Terrace Gar- 
den orchestro played for the post- 
Laurel Time mardi gras. 

i Fox Movietone crew shot Gov- 
ernor Pinchot, placing crown on the 
Queen ‘of Laurel Blossom pageant. 
; Charles Knecht’s Ramblers the 
band attraction at the Kresge 
Hotel, together with a floor show. 

Raymond Knight, NBC Cuckoo 
Hour’s Ambrose J. Weems, together 
with Mrs. Knight, golfing at Buck 
Hill. 





Riviera 


By Frank Scully 





Coldest June ever. 
Laurence Vail’s novel done. 
Ax ‘calls it Juan-les-Pansies. 
Dagmar Godowsky back to Carls- 
bad. 
Faust 
mutor. ; 
Irving Thalberg had a little op in 
Bad Nauheim, 
Albert Tadieuski joins Paderew- 
ski after July ‘4. 
. George Antheil deep in his mu- 
bical,of ‘Candide’ again, 
! Hollywood, new  Juan-les-Pins 


Squadrillii Rome com- 





Carnera-Sharkey 





(Continued from page 51) 


little affected. Such socks merely 
made him angry, and in trying to 
even up he boxed the champ’s ears. 
Early in the fight he literally flung 
Sharkey across the ring, almost 
through the ropes. But Jack re- 
mained cool, walked into the big 
guy, hooking to the body, jabbing 
to the mouth and crossing the right 
to the mid-section. He did most of 
leading until the sixth round, 

First five rounds gave at least 
three to Sharkey, with one round 
even and one possibly Carnera’s, 
during which he did no damage. 
Sixth round found the gob flounder- 
ing about. He later claimed that 
two body blows affected him. It 
may be so, but it is true that when 
they brought him around and he 
climbed through the ropes, Sharkey 
was hardly marked. He waved to 
the crowd in a manner to indicate 
he is washed up with the ring, only 
later to say he had not made up his 
mind. 

No Life 

It was the most orderly assem- 

blage that ever attended a heavy- 
weight championship fight. There 
was little enthusiasm. Perfunctory 
plaudits greeted the men when they 
entered. The fans refused to get 
excited, either, when Dempsey and 
Tunney were introduced. Looked 
like the crowd took everything for 
granted. That in itself created a 
strange atmosphere, The sudden 
ending even did not create any wild 
excitement, except among Carnera’s 
handlers and countrymen. 
As for condition, the 260-pound 
Italian looked to be in the pink, a 
world beater as for muscles, through 
which large veins stood out alarm- 
ingly. Sharkey, around the 200 
mark, looked in great shape. If he 
wasn’t knocked cold he gave a great 
performance of being that way. But 
there is a but in some minds—that 
Sharkey was thinking of what hap- 
pened to his protege, Ernie Schaaf— 
the but is qualified by the possibility 
that those who bet on the gob 
wanted to see it that way. 





Attendance for under expecta- 
tions. Much than the Baer-Schmel- 
ing event drew, although higher 
priced. Total net gross $163,377 
against $201,000 for Baer and 
Schmeling. Latter drew 48,000 pnid 
admissions against 31,753 last week. 





Both Columbia and NBC broadcast 
the result. Ted Husing on air first 
at 10:15 for the former, speaking 
from low wave station on a truck 
near the bowl. Graham McNamee 
scooted back to the studio, 





Motion picture cameras caught 
the knock-out dead on, 





Harry Balogh (gh _ silent) an- 
nounced in place of Joe Humphries, 
who suffered a stroke after the 
Baer-Schmeling match. Microphone 
for amplifiers was raised and low- 
ered for each announcement, Balogh 
Was an armory announcer, 





New system was used in giving 
the results. Announcer told how 
each judge and the referee voted and 
why. Not necessary for the main 
event, 





New lighting system worked well. 
Lamps much higher and fewer in 
number, but the 60,000 wattage was 
20,000 watts more than the cluster 
of lighters at the Stadium. Less 
glare and not so hard on the work- 
ing press. 





Balogh pulled a.Humphries in in- 
troducing Hans Birkie (Germany) 
as coming from California, Birkie 
drew. with Frank Edgren from the 
west, 





Plenty of empties among cheaper 
seats a surprise. Many on the shelf 
crashed the barriers early and got 
closer. Front rows filled very slowly, 
indicating the specs had to let go 
for smaller money. Highest price 
reported was $45 down front. In 
other shows $100 a ticket was not 
infrequent. 





nitery, where Mistinguette operated 
last summer, has had lousy weather 
breaks. 

Charlie Evans huddling with 
Somerset Maugham in July. 

Da Boutteau’s poulpe (octopus) 
getting great play as a fish course. 

Laurence Stallings the father 
confessor the wooden-legged 
brigade. 

Kay Boyle declaring this 
vilest of all climates scramming to 
the Tyrol. 

Helen Gilliland in beige pajamas 
and red jacket and. beret, the look+ 


of 





of-the+month, 


“ 


the | 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





El Patio, N. Y. 
(Continued from page 40) 


for supper is a bargain price for 
a show that holds Rosita and 
Ramon, Frances Maddux, Tamara, 
Rhys and Owens, Arthur Brown, 
the Eduardo Bianco imported tango 
orchestra and Joe Moss’ dance 
combo. Moss is unique among dance 


band leaders through his shadow- 
boxing style of maestroing. He's 
the Dave Rubinoff of jazzapators. 
(Since this opening Moss has left 
this spot). 

Ramon is running the place, with 
Tony Shayne, cabaret booker, in for 
a piece, both splitting on every- 
thing with the property owners of 
the inn itself. 

The El Patio, off Broadway, for 
several seasons enjoyed a swank 
play and the roadhouse should 
bring ’em motoring down the Mer- 
rick highway. Abel. 


Club Osterman, N. Y. 


New York, June 29. 

Jack Osterman experienced a 
typical Osterman tough break on 
the qpening of the club bearing his 
name when his voice went back 
on him and he couldn't do his stuff. 
The new Club Osterman is on West 
54th street, on the site of the former 
5 O’Clock Club, but an open door 
place instead. The bar, which 
monopolized the closed 5 O'Clock 
room has been moved elsewhere, 
affording ample space for 100 or so, 


around a roomy enough dance floor, 
with the bandstand set far back. 

Osterman is his own boss, with 
Harry Deitsch backing him on a 
33-67% split of the net. Deitsch 
is doing all the financial under- 
writing. 

Osterman put the Club Richman 
on the map for 10 weeks last win- 
ter, bringing back a hot room to 
Broadway after none had been in 
existence for some months. This 
gave Danny Healy and Jack White 
the idea of the Club Ha-Ha as a 
hot spot, which caught on pronto, 
with the Richman easing off sharp- 
ly. It’s now a 10 and 25c. beer 
rarden; used to get a $3 and $4 
couvert there. 

Osterman looks to put his own 
spot over in a big way. He has 
the trimmings and a perfect set-up 
in a highly comfortable room, but 
above all, VARIETY’s cub columnist 
has his own individual style of 
m.c.’ing a fast room, which should 
catch on quick with the sophisti- 
cated nite lifers. Mike Durso heads 
the CBS band and there's also a 
CBS wire to pick up both the band 
and show, with Osterman. Abel. 


RIIS PARK, N. Y. 
(IRVING AARONSON) 


Neponsit, L. I., June 30. 

The Jacob Riis Park at Belle 
Harbor, Neponsit, L. I. (taking the 
Cross Bay Blvd. route), is a muni- 
cipal development although the din- 
ing casino is a concession to Linz4 
& Fuchs, who operate the Lobster 
(sea-foodery in the Times Square 
sector). Irving Aaronson and his 
reorganized Commanders are the 
attraction to a table d'hote $1.25 
and $1.75 club dinner. 


Playing in a room that has 2,000 
capacity and which books banquets 
and such, the dining casino claims 
to have grossed up to $20,000 on 
some week-ends alone since open- 
ing this season. That’s plenty of 
business but possible because of the 
many concessions, location, right 
next to the beach, and taking in 
the Trommer’s beer and other serv- 
ices. Trommer's is said to have a 
piece of the room, if not they look 
like they have, judging by the man- 
ner in which the walls are plastered 
with heralds of the Trommer brew 
products. There are other brands 
vended as well. 


Aaronson must use the P.A. sys- 
tem in this large capacity through- 
out. He also etherizes regularly 
via WOR. It’s a new combo for 
the commandant of the Command- 
ers, who left most of his men in 
California when the sunshine got 
‘em last winter. Ralph Napoli is 
the sole holdover. A girl songstress, 
in the current manner, has been 
added for the vocals. She’s Ruth 
Brent (nee Burns) of the. former 
Alex Hyde girl band combo. She 
does her stint quite acceptably. 


The new Commanders is a dif- 





ferent type of band in that it’s more 
musical than in the past. It’s 
strictly for the hoof now, since 
they're in a spot to give out dance 
music chiefly, and much less hokum 
entertainment. The Commanderg 
also have their routines along those 
lines but in this present berth 
they’re primed principally for hoof. 
ology. Abel. 


CLUB LIDO 


Long Branch, N. J, July 3. 


Looks like this swanky roadhouse 
is set for a successful summer, 
Open only two weeks it is already 
getting a tremendous play and be- 
fore the season is really officiaily 
started. One reason may be that 
the couvert charge is out this year 
with a $2.50 minimum charge in, 
but most likely it’s the m.c.’ing of 
Harry Hatts that is providing the 
pull. This lad has been around, 
working various New York nite 
clubs. His impersonations of Lau- 
der, Chaplin and a panz singing a 
parody on ‘Brother Can You Spare 
A Dime,’ went big. When caught 
he did an impromptu ventriloquist 
bit with a waiter that should be 
left in the show for some time, as 
it will Stand up as a laugh producer, 

Marion Rich and Frank Bernard, 
acrobatic dancers; Zara Lee, dan- 
seuse, and Sue Chrysler, nifty blues 
singer, round out the rest of the 
show. Harry Kilby is producer and 
booker of the shows here. Miss 
Chrysler sings in a plenty torchy 
manner and sells every song for 
plenty. The radio could stand her, 
Between dance numbers Don De 
Leo and Wally Brown, table-to- 
table songsters, push a little piano 
around and do their stuff. Okay! 

Ralph Kirsch’s ork, a 10-piece 
combo, dish up okay dance tunes. 

This road spot is ideally located 
to catch the crowd. Situated on 
the highway at Sea Girt, near here,’ 
it is only a short distance from the 
snooty Spring Lake and Asbury 
Park summer colonies. Nolte, 


Club Must Be Club 


Worcester, July 3. 


With what has been facetiously 
termed ‘night clubs’ springing up 
like mushrooms through Worcester 
and vicinity since brew’s comeback, 
this staid old New England city 
took on a gay aspect the last few 
weeks. But some of the operators 
are due for a jolt from the license 
commission, 

This week the local commission 
will scan the charters of these hot 
spots to determine whether they 
should be recognized on the same 
basis as clubs supported by mem- 
bership dues, 


Fire appears to be directed at 
Atlas A. A. club, hottest of the hot. 
ones. Atlas has been running floor . 
show and has been mecca for the - 
sun dodgers, , 


License commission holds attitude - 
that most of these spots are ‘busie : 
ness ventures’ and are. distinct 
from organized clubs such as social : 
and civic organizations, 
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Boyd Warren 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St., New York City 


My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautiful 
CARDS and FOLDERS, Boxed, Post- j’ 
paid, for i 


One Dollar 


RS ee re 
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Shoes for the Stage and Street 
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-INTERNATIONAL® 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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OBITUARY 


ROSCOE (FATTY) ARBUCKLE 
Tatty Arbuckle died 
June 29 in his suite at the Park 
Central hotel.. Death was ascribed 
to a heart attack. 

Arbuckle came into prominence 
in the days when the Mack Sen- 
nett screen comedies were in their 
heyday and he was one of the most 
prominent stars of a group which 
included Charles Chaplin, Mack 
Swain, Jess Dandy, Kala_ Pasha, 
Ben Turpin and a score of lesser 
lights. 

He rose to the front rank and 
when his name was aflixed to a 
new contract he was brought on 
for a tour of the eastern cities to 


Roscoe, 


make personal . appearances, In 
Boston a party was given in his 
honor at a roadhouse in Woburn, 


this was followed 
by. the hus- 


the entertainers, 


a suburb, and 


by a shakedown suit 
band of 


one of 





who alleged that his wife, under 
age, had been procured to perform 
indecently. 

That rather dimmed the glory of 
the trip, but this was followed 
shortly after by the death, in the 
St. Francis hotel, San Francisco, 
of Virginia Rappe, a sereen actress, 
while attending one of Arbuckle’s 
parties. Those who knew the in- 
side of that affair felt that the 
comedian was scarcely to be 
blamed, but the public outery was 


IN MEMORY 


of My Old Pal 


JOE SCHENCK 


Who Passed Away June 28, 1930 


GUS VAN 





tremendous and in response to 
sentiment Will H. Hays banned the 
comedian’s pictures to await the 
outcome of his trial, tying up 
something like ‘$500,000 on the 
shelves of Paramount, which was 
about ready to launch the new 
product. 


Arbuckle was thrice tried and 


finally acquitted by a jury, but 
Hays’ efforts to lift the ban on his 
pictures was cried down by the 
women’s organizations. The ban 


IN MEMORIAM 


THE MINER BOYS 


ED — TOM — GEORGE 


Mr. and Mrs. Barney Gerard 





was continued andthe films, which 
were financed by Jos. Schenck for 


release through Paramount, never 
came out of.their cans. For sev- 


erals years he struggled along, di- 
recting pictures undér § another 
name, conducting a night club in 
Los Angeles and making occasional 
vaudeville appearances. A year 
ago Warners decided to risk a, se- 
ries of shorts, a few of which have 
been released, without opposition, 


but without: material draw. It was 
figured, however, the bulky come- 
dian was on his wey back. He had 


just been given a starring contract 
by Warners. 

About a year ago he was mar- 
ried to Addie McPhail, also of the 
screen, who survives. 

funeral services under the au- 
*pices of New York Lodge, No. 1, 
B. P. O. E., vere held at the under- 
taking parlor on Saturday and the 
remains will be taken to Hollywood 
by his widow for interment in a 
crypt in Forest Lawn cemetery. Fu- 
neral arrangements were handled 
by Wm. La Hiff, who was the host 
at a party the evening of the come- 
dian’s death. 

JOHN GREY 

John Grey, 60, screen writer and 
fomedy gag man, died June 27 in 
Hollywood after a_ iingering ill- 
ness, He was born in California, 











but was taken by his parents to 
New York when he was four years 
old. Admitted tothe New York 
bar, he gave up the practice of law 
to join Vitagraph as a writer, 20 
years, ago, and at different times 
was associated in comedy writing 
‘with Mack Sennett and Thomas H. 
Ince. 


Later he’ was on the .:arold 
Lloyd writing staff and supplied 
the comedy for this star’s most 


important films. 
He is survived by two sisters. 


ROBERT A. BARNET 

Robert A.‘ Barnet, 79, playwright 
and librettist,, died in New York 
June 27. He began his writing ca- 
‘reer as the librettist for the Cadets, 
a Boston -amateutr organization. 
Among the books was ‘1492,’ whicn 
played to $30,000 in one week and 
was taken by Edward E. Rice for 


professional production at the old 
Garden theatre in Madison Sq 
Garden. -He also wrote ‘Excelsior 
Jr.’ for Rice and was the author of 
‘Tobasco,’ ‘Prince Pro Tem,’ ‘The 
Lovers of Prorana,’ ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk, ‘My .Lady,’ and. ‘Three 
Little Lambs.’ 

Survived by his widow, 
daughters and four sons. 


WILLIAM J. SHIELDS 

Dr. William. J. Shields, 61, for 13 
years physician with the Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum and Bailey circus, 
died Saturday June 24 in Cleveland 
clinic of. a .cerebral thrombosis, 
after an illness of two ‘months. 
When the circus opened the pres- 
ent season in Madison Square Gar- 
den in New York in April, Dr. 
Shields was performing his duties 
despite a convalescence from a se- 


two 





vere illness. He was an old time 
friend. of John Ringling, who in- 


duced him to join ithe show several 
years ago as physician. 
Interment in New York. 
4 





‘LEE .KLIENBACK 
Lee. Klienback, .47, many. years 


Lonthe stage, died,Tuesday, June 20, 


at his home ‘in: Akron, O., following 
a lengthy illness. Since retiring 
from the stage he had been iden- 
tified for several years with the 
Firestone Rubber Co. here For 
more than 20 years he was connect- 
ed with the Hanlon Superba Com- 
pany, a theatrical troupe. 

Survived by.a widow, two daugh- 
ters and one son. 


GEORGE T. CLAPHAM 
; George T. Clapham, - ane-time 


.manhager of the Thatcher, Primrose 


< West's Minstrel’ Show -and of 
Harmanus Bleeker Hall, ‘Albany, 
died June 25. at his ‘home on the Al- 
bany-Schenectady, Road.: He had 
been in the hotel as well as in the 
show breiness, managing inns and 
restaurants in the Capital District. 

Survived by his wife and two 
brothers. 


GORDON WRIGHTER 
Gordon .. Wrighter, . 65, - died in 
Springfield, Maé&s., ‘of heart disease. 
For many years he was connected 


with the S. Z. Poli interests as 
manager. He was also associated 
with some of the larger circuses 


such as. Ringling Bros. and the 
Forepaugh & Sells. outfit. Survived 
by his widow. Interment at Union- 
dale, Pa. 


SCHUYLER GRAY 


: , . | 
Schuyler Gray, 38, died in Stam- | 


July 2, following 
recently performed. 
intelligence staff 


ford hospital, 
an operation 
He served on the 


of the War Department, transfer- 
ring from an air unit. After the 
war he capitalized his service as 


war pictures 
studios 


director of 
Hollywood 
HALSEY E. MANWARING 
Halsey E. Manwaring, 58, 
ager and director of the Palace 
tel in San Francisco, and known to 
picture and stage people, 
26 following a heart attack He is 
survived by his widow 
ter, Mrs. F. G. Cornell of New 


technical 
at various 


York 
LEWIS P. HUNTING 

Lewis P. Hunting, who was on the 

vaudeville stage for 22 

in Fair Haven, N. J 

the result of injuries 


years, died 
June 29, ag 
sustained in 


man- | 
ho- | 


died June | 


and a Sis- | 


two automobile accidents some 
months ago. For the last few years 
he had been with a New York bfok- 
erage office. Survived by his widow 
a son and a brother. 
SY! VIAN KARP 

Sylvian Karp, 27, assistant direc- 
tor at the Warner-First National 
studio, died at the Hollywood, Calif., 
hospital, June 29, from a fractured 
skull suffered in an auto accident 
earlier the same day. He was re- 
turning from the studio where he 
was working on ‘Red Meat’ at the 
time. Mr. Karp had been at War- 
ners for five years. 

He is survived by his father and 
mother. 


BERT DAVIS 

Bert Davis, 35, nead of the music 
publishing firm of B. Davis & Co., 
_Sydney, Australia, died after seem- 
ingly besting a malignant stomach 
trouble, which he had been battling 
for some time. 

Davis is.well known to the Amer- 
ican song publishers, having made 
an annual visit to the States almost 
every year. 

His wife and child survive. 


BOBBY WILSON 

Bobby Wilson, 56, coast burlesque 
comedian, died sudenly of heart 
failure July 1 on the Metro lot in 
Culver City, where he had. gone for 
a. test. 

Wilson had been a member of Tom 
Dalton’s Follies. burlesque. in Los 
Angeles. for the past 10 years. He 
is survived by his wife. 





Cc. H. IRELAND 

C. H. Ireland, 53, secretary of th2 
Jones county fair for many years, 
identified with amusement interests, 
died of leakage of the heart in 
Dubuque, Ia. 

His widow and three children 
; survive. 

FRANK J. BROOKS 

Frank J. Brooks, 64, stage man- 
ager of the Quincy theatre, Quincy, 
Mass., died.June 28. He had been 
employed in various theatres at Bos- 
ton before going to Quincy. Born in 
New York City. 


FRANK L. SAVAGE 

Frank L. Savage,; 38, newspaper- 
man, died in: Roseville, Calif, June 
26. He had:been active in newspa- 
per work in New York, New Orleans, 
Philadelphia, San Antonio and Los 
Angeles. 

Father, 73, of M. H. Aylesworth 
of NBC and RKO, found dead in 
his bed in a Denver sanatarium 
July 1. 





William H. Tighe, father of Harry 
Tighe of vaude and radio, died in 
New Haven June 27. 


Father of Harry and Lou Sey- 
mour, of vaudeville, died June 29 
in New York. 


Grandmother, 84, of Erle C. Ken- 
ton, film director, died at her Holly- 
wood home June 19. 





Circuses 


(For current week—Week July 3) 
Al G. Barnes 


| July 3, 


| 6 Walla Wala; Idaho: . 8, 


7. Moscow, 


Hagenbeck-Wallace 


July 3, Augusta, Me.; 4, Rockland: 5, 
Waterville; 6, Bangor; 7, Lewiston: 8, 
Berlin, N. H.: 10, Biddeford-Saco, Me. 


Ringling Bros.-B. & B. 


July 3-4, Pittsburgh; 5, Wheeling: 6, 
Youngstown; 7. Canton; 8 Akron. 


Carnivals 


| (For current week—Week July 3) 


| 
Alamo Expo: Leadville. 

B. & B.: Lynchburg, Va. 

Beckman & Gerety: Bloomington. 

Rig State: Mexia. 

Bloom’s Gold Medal: Champaign-Urbana 

Copping. Harry: Nantygio. 

Crafts 20 Big: Wayward. 

Curl, W. S.: Washington. 

Endy’s: Budd Lake. 

Galler’s: Festus. 

Gibbs, W. A.: Lyndon 

} Gibson's Blue Ribbon: Linton. Ind 








Golden Rule: Youngstown 

| Golden Valley: Oak Hill. 
Gooding, F. E., Am. Co.: Marietta 
Great Eastern: Lincoln 


Great Southern: Mt, Vernon 
Grueberg’s, Max: Bloomingdale 
| Gulf Coast: Dexter. Mo 
Hansen, Ali: Mound City. 
Hughey Bros.: Delevan 

Jones. Johnny J.: Wilkes-Barre 
Keystone Atts: Oakland, 
Landes. J. L.: Scott 

Lang, Dee: Whitehall. 

Lewis, Art: Marlboro 
McFariand, Ed: Irving 

New Deal: LaFayette, Tenn 
Northwestern: Coldwater. 
Snodgrass: Locust Grove. Okla. 
Sol’s TAberty: (Fair) Marion 
West World Wonder: Nashua. N. H 
World's Fair: Poorville. 





Seattle; 4, Ellensburg; 5. Yakima; 


Spokane; 9, Sand Point, Idaho (aft. only). 


French Say Expo ‘Paris’ 
Unauthentic Beob Bait 
Chicago, July 3. 
‘Streets of World's 


- 
Fair has been repudiated by the 


Paris’ at the 


French consulate here. ‘Taint 
French and ‘taint official, said Con- 
sul Reine Waller, and please would 


the exposition remove the colors of 


La Belle Francaise. World's Fair 
obliged by taking down the tri- 
color. 


Frenchmen attending a scientific 
convention in Chicago were 
reputedly horrified by the alleged 
replica of their fair capital as 
painted on canvas and sold to 
shock the American farmers. 

Consul, who had actually con- 
sidered giving official sponsorship 
to the concession, was reported 
much relieved at the caution that 
had prompted rejection of the in- 
vitation. 

‘Streets of Paris’ leading money 
concession. Exposition raised prices 
to 40c after eight p. m. for gate 
admission, formerly a quarter. 

Spoor Spectaculum reduced to 
15c, children free. General ten- 
dency downward with sole excep- 
tion of ‘Paris.’ 


J. Kaus, Carnival Head, 
Is Found Dead in Bed 


Cortland, N. Y., July 3. 
Joseph Kaus, 69, of the Kaus car- 
nival shows which played here last 


week, was found dead in bed Sun- 
day in the family living car at the 
D. L. & W. yards. 

Besides his wife, Mrs. Julia Hom- 
sheck Kaus, he is survived by two 
daughters, Tillie and Tressie Kaus; 
three sons, Joseph, William C. and 
Adolph J. Kaus, all with the show. 


‘Village’ a Gift 
Chicago, July 3. 
Oriental Village, World's Fair, 
has been taken over for operation 


by Ernie .oung, Ed. Carruthers 
and Edgar Schooley. Practically a 
gift from owners of concession, 
who are non-showmen, 

Young will install a semi-nude 
girl show as attraction. 

Young’s deal to take over old 
Mexico is off, with that concession 
meanwhile without a _ director, as 
S. S. Millard is no longer affiliated. 








Frisco Burley Try 

. San Francisco, July. 3. 
_ Herbert Harris has taken over 
the Embassy from Dan Markowitz 


and about July 8 will open bur- 


lesque in the Market street house 
which has had more policies than 
a flop has alibis. 

Harris, son of Sam, who used to 
be half of Ackerman & Harris, is 
understood to have a deal on with 
Sam Goldberg, burley impresario of 
Los’ Angeles. 

House is now dark, it’s most re. 
cent policy having faded after three 
days. 


Burlesque Placements 


Milt Schuster, Chicago, made the 
following burlesque placements last 
week: Louise Kellar, Jeanne Wil- 
liams, Irene Young, Star and Gar- 
ter, Chicago; Vera Thorne, Gem, 
Chicago; Johanna Slade, Terminal, 
Cleveland; Charles LeRoy, Harry 
Allen for Harry Rogers show; Zita 
and Marselle, Melody Lane Players. 





Harward Accent 





(Continued from page 1) 


pealed to. 30ys managed to dig up 
three. 

When Paramount was producing 
‘Madame Butterfly’ it seemed an 
easy matter to cast the dozen 
girls called for in the script. A 
hunt in the local Japanese quar- 
ter failed to find any maids ac- 
quainted with the ways of the 
Geisha. It took three weeks of ad- 
vertising in California Japanese 
papers before the dozen were lo- 
cated. 

All casting directors believe that 
writers were created just to make 





life tough for the casters. It’s 
getting harder all the time with so 
many novelists and writers who 
are without previous picture ex- 
perience. In the old days regular 
picture writers stuck to a _ for- 
mula with few new tricks included 
in their yarns New lads want to 
show how much they know about 
the outside world 





DIXIE TOURISTS MOST 
NUMEROUS AT EXPO 


Chicago, July 3. 

Chicago has long fiattered itself 
at being a summer resort for south- 
erners. Although the town sizzles 
plenty in warm weather, the Mason 
and Dixon bottom-siders evidently 
didn't notice mere Chicago heat 

This year the southern invasion, 
because of the World's Fair and 
better cotton prices, is larger than 
ever before by common agreement, 
While no census is possible, it ap- 
pears that Dixie as an area has 
sent a higher proportion of tourists 
to the exposition than any other 
section of the country. 





Receiver for ‘Days of 49” 
Concession at Chi Expo 


Chicago, July 3. 

‘Days of 49’ Camp at the Century 
of Progress Exposition went into 
receivership last week. Judge Wil- 
liam J. Lindsay, however, appointed 
N. J. Wagner, manager of the con- 
cession to act as receiver. A judg- 
ment for $1,707 held by Mrs. Helen 
Morse Beesley resulted in the re- 
ceivership. 

Concession is located near the 
39th street end of the Fair where 
concessionaires have had tough go- 
ing. About 200 actors for atmos- 
pheric bit parts in saloons, gam- 
bling halls, and the other standard 
settings for a wild west camp have 
‘been employed at ‘Days of 49”. 


State-Congress Obstacle 


Chicago, July 3. 
Determined efforts to get the 
State-Congress reopened and aimed 
for the tourist trade haven't suc- 
ceeded as yet. No amount of man- 
agerial finesse can get around that 
solid mountain of $15,000 back sal- 
aries owing the unions. 
That’s got to be taken care of 
before anything else will happen. 








Park’s Tab Try Brief 


Youngstown, O., July 3. 

' ‘Musical comedy tab at the Idora 
Park ‘theatre proved unsuccessful 
and the house is dark again after a 
week of the Bert Morton Musical 
Revue company. House had been 
dark for the past two years. 

Troupe switched to the new 
Heidelberg beer garden at the park 
as floor show. 


$45-A-DAY ‘CLEAN-UP’ 
San Francisco, July 3. 

Dick Wilbur, old time stock man, 
has an‘ anonymous quickie bur- 
lesque outfit in the Kearney, a 300- 
seater near the police station on 
Kearney street. 

Troupe is said to be cleaning up, 
though the take is only about $45 
a day. 





_ AIR SHOW BETTERS 


Omaha, July 3. 
Recent air races netted $1,200 
profit, of which $500 will go to pay 
off the last: of a nine grand deficit 
on the 1932 show. Remainder, will 


be pro-rated to losers on last 
year’s show. 

First show, in 1931, broke even 
with last year’s event in the red 


largely due to bad weather. 





RODEO COLLECTED 


j Perry, Ia., July 3. 
Perry gave natives and visitors 
more than its share of entertain- 
ment in a four-day rodeo and 
semi-carni, fair grounds being 
utilized. There was sufficient cash 
in the three-day rodeo event to 
draw some of the better known 
names. 
Show Takes to Road 
Massillon, O., July 3. 
J. J. Evans, pioneer Massillon 
showman, will launch his own mo- 
torized circus here within the next 


few days. This city will be the 
scene of a two day opening stand, 
and route will take the show into 


better known smaller towns of 
Ohio, for two and three day stands, 
Howard Peters, Canton showman, 
will have the sideshow, cookhouse 
and pit show. 

New circus will move on a fleet 
of small motor trucks, will have an 
arena, without top 160 x 80 feet. 
with seating accommodations of 
1,600 Will have a merchant tieup 
at all standg 
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A SURE-FIRE BOX OFFICE BUILDER 


More Than Just Another Band 
A Miniature Entertainment Road Show 


VARIETY tells the story (issue of June 20, 1933) 
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‘Humor’ with Hallett 
Big $34,000, Met.; 
Diggers’ ’ Own House 


Boston, June 19. 
Met is a live spot with Mal Hal- 

lett’s band on stage and ‘College 

‘Humor’ on screen, 


Estimates for This Week 


Met (Publix) (4,330; 30-50-65)— 
‘College Humor’ (Par) and stage: 
show. Mal Hallett band on stage 
and combo looks like banner week, 
$34,000, magnificent. Last week, 
‘Little Giant’ (FN) less than comfy 
at $12,500. 
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Boston ‘Traveler’ 


Mal Hallett and Band Tops Program 


If Mal Hallet, Boston orchestra leader, ever doubted 
his popularity in this section of the world, he must have 
been almost overcome at the joyous reception given him 
by a packed house at the Met yesterday when he opened 
a week’s engagement with his versatile band. The audi- 
ence did everything but stand on their seats and cheer 
and they would have done that with a little encourage- 
ment ! 

Mal, as if pepped up anew by the warmth of the wel- 
come, offered some snappy musical numbers, with vart- 
ous members of the aggregation contributing novelty 
solos. And how that band can play! Opening with a 
fast jazz number, the program included a_ beauti‘ul 
arrangement of “Mandalay,” the ever-popular “St. 
Louis Blues,” excerpts from “Rose-Marie,” featuring 
the Indian love call, and a whistling genius called Ray 
Wally, a new number featuring the drummer, a group 
with the pianist as star, and finally “Lest We Forget,” 
a military medley. A. C. 
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Boston ‘Evening American’ 


Mal Hallett Gets Reception 
By HARLEIGH SCHULTZ 


Two things happened at the Metropolitan yesterday 
which seemed in their dual way to prove two things. 
First, that happy show times are here again. Then that 
good shows pay, for the house was so crowded we had 
to stand through most of the pregram. But it was all 
worth it, stage and screen. Mal Hallett and band topping 
a de luxe footlight bill 

The stage show is one of the finest the Met has ever 
presented, and we all know it has set forth some mighty 
good ones. The Hallett orchestra is one of the best we 
have heard, and its reception is in the nature of a triumph. 
Its specialists are each and all capable in stellar degree 
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BOOKED SOLID UNTIL LABOR DAY—BUT 


| AVAILABLE FOR THEATRE ENGAGEMENTS FROM LABOR DAY ON 


All Communications fo 
CHARLES SHRIBMAN, Personal Management 
Little Building, Boston, Mass. 


Grateful appreciation to Hy Fine, Harry Gourfain, Eddie Cuddy, Myron Shillman, 
Ed Smith and the entire Metropolitan Theatre Staff for their kind co-operation 
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